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EMILY-POSTING ACTORS 





Five-a-Day Rest Cure 


L 4 





Fred Allen, in a recent letter, puts a new light on the tough radio 


grind: 


‘Wish Poli or Pantages would come back and open up those circuits 
I am sure that if Benny, Hope and all of 
us had a good rest doing four and five daily in vaudeville for a year 
or so we would all be better off. 


for a couple of seasons, 


would be better off, too.’ 


And people who listen to radios 








Show Business in Spain Decadent; 
Uncensored Lowdown on Country 


— 


(The writer of the following, an 
American who’s lived in Madrid, 
recently returned to the United 
States. Since he plans to go back 
to Spain his identity obviously 
must remain undisclosed in the 
light of his disclosures and the 
strict censorial setup in Spain.) 


The picture industry in Spain is 
terrible. This belies considerable 
that has been written about the ex- 
pansion of the film field there—stuff 


that has emerged under the search- | 


ing gaze of totalitarian censorship. It 
applies, in fact, to all show biz in 
Spain. 

The chief excuse for this situation 
is attributed to lack of capital and 
lack of equipment and studios which 
money only can make possible. They 
have some studios that are’ not bad 
at all, but even if you threw in all 
the studios and equipment of Holly- 
wood, Spanish picts would be just as 
mediocre as they now are. 

They lack film directors who know 


anything about the biz. Look at 
Italy. Next to Hollywood they have 
the best studios and equipment in 


(Continued on page 34) 


FDR Birthday Fetes 
Pushed Actors Around; 
TA to Seek a New Deal 


Theatre Authority, from reports, 
will demand from Keith Morgan, 
national chairman of the President’s 
Infantile Paralysis Fund, a new 
deal for next year's Birthday Balls 
and benefit performances. Up to now, 
TA has had to set deals with each 
individual keycity committee, result- 
ing in chaotic organization of actors’ 
8ratis performances and what TA 
considers an insufficient share of 
the receipts for the actor charities. 


Regardless of what deal TA sets. | 


actors are plenty burned up at what 

they consider was a ‘pushing around’ 

Siven them by politicians and Fund 
(Continued on page 38) 


BOOKING A SKY PILOT 
Detroit, Feb. 11. 
Pictures booker, Don 
resigned to go on the 
ser for his wife. 
evangelist hereabouts 
ame of Donna Dalrymple 


Republic 
Glenn 


has 


mana 


e 

rOad as 
She ee a w.k 

under thi 





SEAR 





No Room for Doubt 


Cole Porter’s ‘Let’s Be Bud- 
dies’ tune out of ‘Panama Hattie’ 
is clicking in England, with the 
exception of a change in one line, 
originally phrased ‘Let’s keep up 
each other’s morale.’ 

The British authorities take it 
for granted everybody in the 
Empire doesn’t have to be re- 
minded about any morale-bol- 
stering, hence that line’s been 
switched. 








WILL HAYS’ NEW 
PACT | 
ALLS 





New five-yedr contract for Will | 
: a | 
Hays is scheduled to be approved at 


the next meeting of the Motion Pic- 


ture Producers & Distributors dli- | 
rectorate. Directors’ session may be 
delayed until Hays returns from the 
Coast. Before he left for Holly- | 
wood, Hays intimated he would be | 
back in N. Y. before March 1 be- | 
cause he plans to start working on 
his report to the annual meeting 
soon after Feb. 20. 


Pact is reported as ready, having 
been drawn several weeks ago, only 
the inking now being needed. 


Vic Oliver-Sarah Churchill 
To Tour in Tennent Show 


London, Feb. ll. | 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd., has readied a 
show for the road to carry radio 


comic Vic Oliver and his actress-wife, 
Sarah Churchill, daughter of the 
Prime Minister. Under title, ‘Plays 
and Music,’ piece a mixture of 
Noel Coward’s one-acters, readings 
from Clemence Dane's episodes from 
life of Queen Elizabeth, and fooling 
by Oliver. Joyce Carey and Hugh 
French are featured in support. 


1S 


Star pair have long been angling 
for a suitable show to waft them to 
a well-primed hinterland | 


WETTMAN ot Ta 


IT BASIC RULES 


N. Y. Paramount’s Managing 
Director First Showman to 
Act On Necessity for Im- 
proved Stage Deportment 
—Necessity Born of Mu- 
sician Greenness to Ros- 
trum Work and Younger 
Talent’s Inability to Break 
in Properly 


— 


SPREAD SEEN 


Greenness of musicians to stage 
work, plus the fact that younger 


talent today has no break-in time 
on which to sandpaper the rough 
edges, has become increasingly no- 
ticeable to theatre operators and 
managers. It has been admitted for 
some time that stage showmanship 
of recent times is of a very low 
calibre in comparison to vaudeville 
as 1t once was. First showman to 


take action to remedy the situation 
is Robert Weitman, managing di- 
rector of the Paramount, New York. 

Weitman, who with Harry Kal- 
cheim, Paramount booker, instituted 
the highly popular pit band policy, 


which has since been followed by 
several other houses all over the 
|}country, has set down some basic 


rules of stage deportment which he 

insists all musicians, acts and spe- 

cialties must henceforth follow when 
(Continued on page 46) 


Clifton Webb’s Snub 
To Press Is ‘What’s 
Wrong With the Road’? 


Birmingham, Feb. 11! 
Clifton Webb’s brushoff of report- 
ers on his arrival here for two-day 
showing last week (3-4) of ‘The Mar 
{Who Came to Dinner’ set off news- 


paper fireworks. 
According to prominently placed 
stories in the afternoon papers, Webb 





| 





Add: Public Apathy 





Maestros in the class spots 
around New York have noticed 
one thing since the ASCAP-radio 
imbroglio: that unless it’s a chic 
crowd directly after a premiere 
of some new musical, the pa- 
trons aren’t requesting tunes. 

At first this was quite a shock 
to the leaders who, too fre- 
quently, are annoyed by over- 
done yesteryear or current faves 
—in which case the prop stal- 
leroo, is ‘We’re just making a 
new arrangement’—but latterly 
they became reconciled to the 
seeming public apathy in music 





matters generally. 








Con Machines Falling Off, Too; 
Feel Lack of New ASCAP Songs 


i by constant radio plugging. 





GEORGE JESSEL: 


refused all press interviews, declar- | 
|ing he wouldn't talk ‘to Jesus Christ 


himself,” and was roundly roasted by 


the typewriter pounders as well a 
his local sponsors 
Francis Falkenburgh, manager of 


the Temple theatre, said ‘Webb's atti- 
tude is what is wrong th the road 


show business.’ 


wi) 


Banks a Comic Again 
Hollywood. Feb. 11 
Monty Banks, onetime film comic 
who turned producer 13 years ago, 
reverts to type for a part in ‘Blood 
and Sand’ at 20th-Fox 


He has been identified with Brit 
is production since he gar _—_ 
h rod In } ' 
thesping. He is married to Gr 


Fields, the English 


LECTURES AT 
HARVARD 


By HARRY PAUL 
Cambridge, Mass., Feb. 11. 

With three and one-half 
of primary grade schooling to his 
credit, George Jessel, one of Amer- 
ica’s greatest wits, addressed Har- 
vard College undergrads via their 
private radio network on ‘How to 
Become a Successful After-Dinner 
Speaker and Toastmaster in One 
Easy Lesson.’ 

- this 
Jes began, ‘to 
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Eliot, Rus 


a great 
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inued on page 38) 


Jolson, in Fla., Orders 
Sun Lamp From N. Y. 


Al Jolson, who went to Palm 
Beach last week just after ‘Hold On 
to Your Hats’ closed Broadway, 

as downed with a heavy cold after 


on 


Was aO 


arriving in the soutnern resort. In- 
clement weather has caused any 
number of similar illnesses in Florida 
this winter. Jolson phoned to New 
| York, ordering a sun-ray lamp’ be 
sent to him. 

| Star contracted grippe in New 
York and chest congestion bordered 
upon pneumonia. ‘Hats’ layed off 
at the Shubert, N. Y., for a week 
while Jolson was being treated. then 
resumec, when the star de led to 
end the eng eme! A t i ib 
Cre ie Ha ida I 

} 1 i it nH 


| tage of the radio plugging. 


; 
months 


‘ 
honor,’ 


¥ 


Record sales for coin machines and 
retail distributers are beginning to 
decline after six weeks of ‘nothing 
new’. According to the distributors 
who cater to machine operators, the 
cause lies in the fact that since the 
Jan, 1 break of radio and the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, no fresh material 
strong enough to sell has been issued. 
And that goes for Broadcast Music 
Inc. melodies in particular. 

Since Jan. 1 BMI’s hottest tunes 
have been ‘Frenesi,’ ‘There I Go,’ ‘I 
Hear a Rhapsody’ and ‘I Give You 
My Word’. At the moment there is not 
one tune comparable to these on the 
BMI horizon—and the above named 
have already been worn threadbare 
Result 
is that sales have shown evidences of 
climbing aboard a toboggan. Ma- 
chine operators making weekly visits 
to the distribution marts, are con- 
fronted each week with the same 
tunes wrapped up in newer arrange- 
ments cut by additional bands, but 
no new and fresh material except 
perhaps a modern arrangement of a 
standard favorite. 


The record companies can’t help 
themselves. They have to confine 
themselves almost exclusively to 


BMI output in order to take advan- 
By now 
it’s settled beyond any possible doubt 
how much constant air plugging re- 
(Continued on 38) 


Nitery Op Moans $5 
Per Brassiere Strip 


Will Put Him Out of Biz 


page 


Cleveland, Feb. 11. 

Ni I wnel who hire large con- 
tinge of trippers, and expect 
them to » the limit, were hit where 
it hurt most by a nev urprise 
clause in American Guild of Variety 
Artists contract 

Jerry Hathawa proprietor of 
Regal Club, discovered it when he 
noticed a peeler keeping a firm grip 
on her brassiere all through her 
number on opening night. After the 
show he stormed backstage to de- 
mand how come she didn’t remove 


(Continued on page 41) 


Cohan’s 40th Anni as Solo 
Star on Lincoln’s Birthday 


George M. Cohan’s 40th anniver- 
sary of h solo stardom in the 
American theatre falis on Lincoln's 


3irthday 


(today) as it was Feb. 12, 
1901, when he made his bow at the 
old Savoy theatre on 34th street, 
N. Y., in ‘The Governor's Son.” This 
musical comedy 100% written 
by himself, words, music and libretto, 
and he sole starred. Before that he 
Four Cohans. 
Ethel Barrymore’s 40th 

i ne: t rn i] Of 


was 


nnivere- 
vance 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Feb. 8, 1941) 





Get Out Sarong, Dottie 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Al Santell gets the director assign- 
ment on ‘Aloma of the South Seas,’ 











I Hear a Rhapsody BMI A. M. Botsford production at Para- 
a ap- “ee COC SOSESHE SESE HEEH HEHEHE ENE EEES 
Frenesi : senetnesseressesenesonsesscosecsocesce se + SOUINGRR mount. 
It All Coenen Rock to Me Now ..BMI Dorothy Lamour and Jon Hall | 
Y Walked B 7 CREE tie ae in eee ad ee BMI |}team up romantically, with Lynne | 
High phegryg 8. geet Tererroerrrey TT Tit Te TE maar Overman and Esther Fernandes in| 
There'll Be Some Changes Made........cccccceccsccccccces Marks | featured _ aa 
ee er En anes on 6eeseedsevesnnes oewees a hae BMI | 
Mc!) a Tee errr rrr ey Te Tr eT Southern 
May 1 Never Love Again.......sccccccccsccsssoccncsecees BMI th the Glen of H’ _ 
LATS Dreams THIS GS GC. cccvcccrcecctcasevcesveesovecs BMI i 
DR ee BE i phndcdccndensies bes vutncavnses enor BMI Coi f Gi Mi 
Oe et aes FP Ds a 0.606 00 6406 4000b 0 0eneeeennneeeedees Chappell oi or enn : I er | 
*God Bless America........ ne re Er ry re rr re Berlin A d G G Ba d 
*America I Love You..... ‘ PORTO Ter eT TC Ce Cree Mills i len ray S$ n 5 
CMs s vsc cae Miwa woudh ssa 4e'b vee es) + os See ee theses BMI 





* Only song sellers from the ASC AP catalog 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. | 
Glenn Miller and Glen Gray’s | 








Miami Nitery Ops Take Raids in Stride: 
Royal Palm Ballys Casino s Reopening 


Miami, Feb. 11. 

It would require the services of a 
erystal gazer to predict with 
authority whether current clamp- 
down on gambling operations here 
will have any noticeable effect on | 
bias generally. Few of the local | 
operators are taking current raids | 
very seriously. | 
Members of the local syndicate | 
are optimistic over their chances to | 
continue operating, and opinidn is} 
that officials do not have any ee | 
| 


any | 


tion of ordering a complete suspen- | 
sion of activity. Their confidence is 
substantiated by highly publicized | 
re-opening of the gaming rooms in| 
the Royal Palm Friday night (7). | 
During the raid early last week at} 
this spot, constabulary took such} 
care to avoid scratching the tables 
and equipment that it was face- 
tiously suggested that the sheriff's 
office might profitably operate a | 
moving business on the side, | 
Meanwhile, in adjoining Broward | 
county, enforcement officers have | 
(Continued on page 38) | 


| 
HARRIS, SHUMLIN INSURE 
STARS AGAINST ILLNESS 


Gertrude Lawrence, starring 
‘Lady in the Dark,’. Alvin, N. Y., 








in 
is 


}coach at 


, Murphy, 


being insured against illness by Sam | 


H. Harris, show’s producer. Some 
details of the policy are still to be 
worked out, but the main provisions 
are that the manager is to receive 
$1,500 for each performance 
misses because of ill health. 
‘Lady’ be forced to close for that 
reason, then the insurance company 
is to pay $100,000. 

Herman Shumlin, producer of 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ National, N. Y., 
is understood to have taken simi lar 
protective measures with respect to 


Ethel Barrymore, starred in that 
show. Both shows are playing to 


standing room at all performances. 
Cost of the policies is made part of 
the production expense. 





Peter Holden to Shuttie 
"Tween Divorced Parents 


she | 
Should | 


| 


Casa Lomans will cut themselves a | 
slice of picture coin being passed 
around to name bands. Miller checks | 
in at 20th-Fox Feb. 24 for ‘The 
yreat American Broadcast’ and the 
Casa Lomans are set for ‘Show Busi- 
at Columbia and a short at 
Warners. 

Miller's crew will do a few one- 
nighters after the picture is finished 
so as to be available for retakes or | 
added scenes. Gray is currently at | 
the Palladium dancery. 


‘HENRY ARMSTRONG 
AS A BANDLEADER 


There are two Sail for the forma- 
word that’s very rare, in fact | tion of an orchestra Under the direc- | 
classical. Only Dante and John | tion of boxer Henry Armstrong, who | 
Milton have been known to use | recently revealed he would give up | 


ness’ 





Just Showing Off 


| 

: 
An early spring seems likely. | 
This is the only explanation the 
VariETY staff can offer for a 
story originating with one of its 
reporters this past week which 
contained the word ‘empyrean.’ 

Blowing the dust off the office 
dictionary, it turns out that it’s a 








} 
| 


it. And now Variety and inthe j|the ring to become a_ bandleader. 
story about b.o. being boff on | One, which might be tried under the 
B way. | direction of Jee Glaser, manager of 
Years ago another Variety | Louis Armstrong, Andy Kirk, et al., | 
mugg tried to slip through is to put the battler in front of an | 


organized band and send him out on | 
a week or two of bookings to test the 


‘pleonasm.’ Sime wrote an edi- 
torial about that phenomenon. 





reaction. 





Second would plant him in front of 

ja band tailored for him alone and 

lay out an extensive route. First | 

idea is to determine whether Arm- | 

strong as a leader would be good for 

| only one swing around a circuit as a | 
Continued on page 18) 


GEORGE MURPHY’S POP 
AS CINEMATIC HERO 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Life story of Mike Murphy, track | 
various times for Yale, 
Pennsylvania and Olympic teams, is 
about to be screened in a cavalcade 
of amateur athletics, based on mate- | 
rial furnished by his son George | 
featured player at Metro. 
Pennsylvania U. is honoring the | 
Murphy name and fame at the dedi- 
cation of its new Athletic Field Bldg. 
May 10. 


Jury ey in Suit | 


By Actress Over Burns 


Suit of Erin O’Brien-Moore against 
Jack Lyons, in whose cafe she was 
critically burned after the premiere 
| of ‘The American Way,’ Center, N.Y., 
Jan. 21, 1939, terminated for the time 
being when the jury could not agree 
last week. It* was testified that 
Lyons, seated at Miss Moore’s table, 
discarded a burning match which 
ignited the actress’ evening gown 
He admitted being at the table, but 
denied negligence, alleging the blaze 


Flanagan Coast Visit 
Stirs FTP Revival Talk 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, who headed | started under the table. 
the Federal Theatre Project before it Justice Peter J. Sehmuck, sitting 
| was junked by Congress more than| in N. Y. supreme court, dismissed the 
a year ago, is spénding a few days | jury after it had deliberated but two 
here, having arrived last week from! and one-half hours. Jury disagreed 
the east. as to the cause of the fire and did 
Speculation over Mrs. Flanagan’s!| not reach the matter of damages. | 
visit has been aroused, as there has| Understood that eight on the jury 


Nyack, Feb. 11 
Peter Holden, child star of ‘On 
Borrowed Time’ in both its stage | 


and screen 
time 
by terms 
here 


versions, will divide 


reached 
an un- 


of an 
yesterday 


agreement 
(Mon.) after 


his | 
between his mother and father | 


contested divorce hearing before Su- | 


preme Court Justice Gerald Nolan 
at New City. 

With respect to the possible mae | 
ture employment of the boy in films, 
radio or plays, the agreement an- 
nounced by the parents provides 
that any contracts need be signed | 
only by the child’s mother, except 
that the mother is to sign no such 
contract unless it is approved in 
writing by the father. One-third of 
the income derived from such em- 
ployment, it is provided, is to be 
both parents are to be 
Peter and his brother will 
this money when they reach 21. 

Parents of the boy, whose real 
mame is Peter Holden Parkhurst, 
are Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop Park- 
hurst. The agreement made 
part of the rlocutory cree of 
divorce grar Parkhur against 
bis wz nee Moore 


was 


inte 
ited 
‘ 


¢ 


+ 
St 


. 
srarce 


ife 


| pose of providing entertainment for 


| ing. 


deposited in a trust fund of which William Esty agency, has come. on| 


trustees. | 
receive | 


been quite a little talk hereabouts 
over reviving the FTP for the pur- 


favored Miss Moore, four dissenting. 
In New York ‘10 out of 12 may arrive 
at a verdict in a civil suit. 

No date for a new trial has been 
set, but it will probably be heard | 
next month. 


youths called for compulsory train- 


Bob Leonard’s 18th Year 


SAILINGS 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Robert Z. Leonard starts his 18th Feb. 14 (San Francisco to Hono- 
yone Oe: Eee: TNS et Wen & Rew | ee See Se eee. 
producer-director contract. He draws Feb. 8 (New York to Rio de 
‘Two Women’ as his next assignment. | Janeiro) Mr. and Mrs. Clifford C. 

Choice for femme pair will fall | Fischer, Sol Shapiro (Brazil). 
among Greta Garbo, Norma Shearer,! Feb. 8 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Myrna Loy and Hedy Lamarr. S. Charles Einfeld (Lurline). 


Louella Parsons Contract Still Pends 


a 


Marvin in L.A.— While Columnist Seeks Way 
Around Screen Guild’ s Verbotem 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. | program would serve to depress the | 
Dick Marvin, radio director of the| salaries of guest stars since they 
lw ould be compensated fractionally 
| by the studios instead of the sponsor | 


York either | meeting their full price. 


from New to wind up| 


or washup the deal with Louella | Understood that the columnist will | 
| Parsons, film gossip columnist, for | go to the mat with the studios if 
Lifebuoy, Marvin has expressed him-| they. don’t stick with her on the) 


is 


self as confident of consummating | | Lifebuoy proposition while they con- | 
the contract, providing Miss Parsons | tinue to supply talent gratis to the! 


is successful in squaring herself with | Kate Smith-General Foods program. 

the Screen Actors Guild, which has} Her particular target would be Para- 

ruled against the proposed Lifebuoy | mount which is working out a five- 
ip, The Guild charged that the} picture deal with the Smith show. 


| Metropolitan opera. 


| signed by Columbia Records for one 
| year to record songs and comedy se- 


= 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


SESS SFEFESEC+eoeeees 


Feb. 11 
It was so warm the 











Miami Beach, 

The weather here this past week has been lovely. 

other day that you could go out without an overcoat. 

My mother is the belle of the beach. It isn’t everybody that has a 
bathing suit. 

A practical Florida manufacturer, who wasn't going to let the weather 


mink 


| hurt his business, is making a combination suntan oil, furniture polish and 


pancake syrup. 


Art Childers renewed Abe Lyman’s contract at the Royal Palms, but 


| there was a clause in the contract which said that Childers didn’t have to 
| smoke any of Lyman’s cigars. 


Joe E. Lewis has a one-track mind—Hialeah. 
A restaurant near the Raleigh hotel has a sign: ‘Not responsible for lost 
articles or indigestion.’ 
Definition of a Florida bathing suit: Two bandannas and a prayer. 
Broadway Dept. 


They finally located my uncle, who has been missing for two weeks. He 
| was in the lobby of the Fulton theatre trying to buy tickets for ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace.’ 

Ethel Barrymore celebrated her 40th anniversary in the theatre. (I've 


got jokes older than that.) 

The night clubs in New York are so quiet that George White is doing all 
his fighting at his own place. 

A recent new play on Broadway closed after three performances because 
of bad language—by the critics. 

First time in four years I will miss the N. Y. Press Photographers Ball 
at the Astor, and only a Florida job could keep me away. However, some 
of my material will be there in the form of other comedians. 

Broadway Rose is now a photographer’s model. She was signed as the 
‘Before’ in a ‘Before and After Using Our Shampoo’ ad. 

Holly woodiana 

Hear that Ben Bernie is getting absent-minded. 

| the other day and put his toupee under the seat. 
The weather was so cold one day in Hollywood that when somebcdy gave 
Billy Gilbert a hot foot it turned into an icicle. 

Bing Crosby now supplies his jockeys with flashlights so his horses can 
come in after dark. 

Cesar Romero writes that the safest way for a pedestrian to cross Holly- 
wood Blvd., is by airplane. 

A certain producer brags about the fact that he came to this country 
without a dime in his pocket—and now he owes more than $50,000. 

Somebody is spreading a false rumor that the California weather fore- 
easters are going to hold a convention in Florida this year. 

Music Dept. 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back Mustache Cups? 

With the song lads talking letters like MPPA, PMMA, ASCAP, BMI and 
SESAC, you can’t tell whether they’re speaking about the music business or 
Government projects. 

Bernie Pollack wanted to know the least expensive way to go to Florida. 
Another song publisher’s lad told him: ‘You're so skinny that if you walk 
into the train sideways the conductor will hever know you're there.’ 

Radio Dept. 

Toscanini is leaving NBC to direct the New York Philharmonic and the 
What’s he got against BMI? 

Jerry Colonna calls himself ‘the perpetual quiz program.’ Every time 
| he meets people the first question they ask is: ‘Is your mustache true or 
| false?’ 

A bandleader friend of mine went to the doctor complaining that he had 
horrible nightmares. Every night, he said, he dreamed of Jeannie with the 
light brown hair. 


He went to a theatre 


Hangnail Descriptions 


Deanna Durbin: Vaughn to be Loved. Edgar Bergen: The Lumber King. 


Phit Harris: Benny sent me. John Barrymore: An ad for black coffee. 
W.C. Fields: A spot light with legs. Walter Winchell: Uncle Sam’s No, 1 
Vigilante. 
Observation Dept. 
I’ve been doing so much traveling in the last few months that I've been 
elected an honorary gypsy. 
Went to the races yesterday. When I got there I felt like a million. When 


I left I felt like 
Eavesdropped at Mother Kelly’s: 
to one.’ 
Eavesdropped at Club Bali: ‘They're celebrating their tin annive 
five years of eating out of cans.’ 
A society girl I know has been thrown out of so many n 
she’s hired an adagio dancer to stand outside and catch her. 
Other people get a run for their money when ihey bet on a horse. 
best I get is a walk. 


2c. 
‘She’s so fat she outnumbers herself two 


rs — 


ary- 

ight clubs that 

The 
Whatever Became of—???? 

Myers and Hanford Ruiz and Bonita 

Mabel and Dora Ford Bert Errol 

Burns and Frabito Sterling Saxophone 


Afterpiece 
Got the surprise of my life—met a guy down here that didn’t build a 


new hotel on Miami Beach! 
Cohan, Buck Will Be 
Un-Masqued in H’wood 


Four 


——< 


Danny Kaye’s Discs 


Comedian Danny Kaye has been 


quences in his repertoire. He begins 


recording his stuff this week. It will Hollywood, Feb. 11 
be released on the 50c Columbia! Ge irge M. Cohan and Gene Buck 
label. will be guests of honor at a testi- 
Kaye is currently doubling from a! monial dinner at the M: quers clul 
| Spot in the Broadway hit ‘Lady in| Feb, 23. A similar show was thrown 
the Dark’ to the floor show at the| for Cohan the last time he was in 
La Martinique. He may record some | Hollywood. five vears ago 
ioe - yo ~~ . ? 
of the songs from ‘Lady. William Collier, Sr.. will be toast- 
| master and Edward Earle has charge 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Milton Ager. 
Ben Bernie. 
George Burroughs. 
Lee Cooley. 
Howard Dietz. 
Arthur de Stefano. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Tom Harrington, 
Jack Hively. 


of arrangements. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Jane Broder, 
Janis Carter. 
Kyle Crichton. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Michael Fessier. 
Glenn Ford. 


W. Ray Johnston. Jack Forrester. 
Guy Kibbee. Al Goldsmith. 
Harry Link. Vicente Gomez. 


Hollis Moyse. 
Oscar Oldknow. 
Steve Pallos, 
Joe Perry. 
Jack Runyon. 
Johnny Rine. 
Louis Ruthstein 
Donald Saxon. 


Leland Hayward. 
Jean Hersholt. 
Mrs. Boris Karloff. 
Wolfe Kaufman, 
Dorothy Kay. 
James Mulvey. 
Ona Munsen. 


Herman Shumlin. 
C. W. Smith. Arthi Ungar. 
Eleanor Smith. John C. Wilson. 
Harry Ward Herbert J. Yates. 
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With ASCAP publishing houses holding back tunes, until the radio 
gituation rights itself, and the recording companies reaping an extra 
heavy harvest, the music trade sees a good chance for filmusicals to 


assert themselves. That is, if the 


theory works out that the public 


will become hungry for new musical divertissement, 

As it is, the diskers are holding back a bit in waxing Broadway 
production tunes, but they’re issuing quite a few film songs, current 
and old; ditto remakes of standards like ‘Tea for Two,’ etc. 

The trade wonders what will happen when the supply starts to 
wear thin, although it’s expected that the present Washington huddles 
with ASCAP will hasten an amelioration of the situation. 








Stoki’s Rumored Dates With Symph 


Revive Tales of His Last Encounter 





Reports that Leopold Stokowski 
will be one of the name guest con- 
ductors with the N. Y. Philharmonic- 
Symphony orchestra for its centen- 
ary celebration next season have 
caused lively speculation in concert 


circles. Accepted belief has been 
that Stoki couldn’t return to direct 
the Philharmonic because of the ill- 
feeling resulting from his last ap- 
pearance with the group some years 
ago. 

Bitter quarrel between the conduc- 
tor and musicians was a minor, 
though intense, scandal in musical 
circles at that time. There were 
various stinging accusations by both 
sides and it was openly predicted 
that if Stoki ever attempted to return 
to the Philharmonic the men of the 
orchestra would ‘chase him off the 
podium.’ Claiming that he was abu- 
sive and unjust, the musicians were 
reported to have warned the man- 
agement that they would never 
again play for the blonde maestro. 

Stoki, on the other hand, said 
privately at the time that he found 
the Philharmonic members. unre- 

(Continued on page 38) 


Selznick Wants To 








That Ole Debbil Drum 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 
America is jungle at heart 
when it comes to music, accord- 
ing to Ruth St. Denis, the inter- 
pretative dancer, in a talk here. 
‘America is under what I call 
the Tyranny of the Drum,’ the 
dancer said. ‘America is rhyth- 
mic but not musical.’ 














Do Pic on Engiand 
In the War Today 


Although set to go into production 
shortly on ‘Jane Eyre,’ David O. 
Selznick is apparently determined to 
do a film on England in the war in | 
the near future. He has been regis- 
tering numerous titles with this slant 
for the past four months. 

Latest are ‘There’l] Always Be an | 
England’ and ‘War Eagles.’ He had | 
previously laid claim to ‘Beaches of | 
Dunkirk’ and several variations. He 
has also staked out ‘Aaron Burr.’ 

20th-Fox is apparently likewise {n- 
terested in the Dunkirk theme. It 
has asked priority on ‘A Yank at 
Dunkirk’ as well as ‘A Yank in the 





RAF.’ Loew-Lewin are holding 
Royal Air Force, while Walter 


Wanger has ‘Royal Air Force Squad- 
ron.’ Wanger, incidentally has also 
responded to the urge of rhumba- 
land, roping off ‘Jimmy Angel's Ad- 
ventures in Latin America’ and ‘Pan- 
American Clipper.’ 

On the war theme, Paramount 
holds the title ‘Bomb Sight’ and ‘His 
Number's Up’; Warner Bros., ‘Bomb 
Shelter’; RKO, ‘Parachute Invasion’; 
Columbia, ‘Submarine Zone’ and 
Running the Blockade.’ 


FLOCK OF UNIVERSAL 
PRODUCERS ON B’WAY 


Flock of Universal production em- 
Ployes poured into New York over 
the weekend for a gander at the 
legiters, talks with home office execs 
and vacations, 

They include Milton Feld, exec 
Producer; George Marshall, free- 
lance director, who’s set to handle 
the meg on a couple of U films; 
Frank Shaw, assistant director; 
Bruce Manning, producer and writer, 
and Felix Jackson, writer. Last two 














a to New York from Miami, 
hs fre they attended the ‘Back 
siteet preem. Others came in from 


the Co ist. 


ANOTHER TRY 
TO ‘CLEAN UP 
BROADWAY’ 


The Broadway Association is lay- 
ing plans to put teeth into a cam- 





paign, on which discussions were 
held last summer but nothing done, 


to brush up the Times Square area 
in New York for the benefit of all 
business, including theatres, which 
operate in the section. 

Robert K. Christenberry, president 
of the Broadway Association, and 
managing director of the Hotel 
Astor, taking the initiative in a 
determined move to ‘clean up Broad- 
way,’ and during the past week 
started huddles with business men, 


1S 


theatre managers and others whose 


cooperation is sought. 

Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Francis J. Kear has been designated 
as the downtown contact on the pro- 
posed drive to rid the Gay White 

(Continued on page 38) 


Lois Andrews Scrams 
Boston; Drop Charges 
Against Versailles Club 


Boston, Feb. 11. 


State and municipal authorities | 
dropped charges against the Ver- 
sailles Club when they learned that 

| Lois Andrews (Mrs. George Jes- 
|sel) had left for parts unknown. 


possible charges for em- 
as an entertainer in 


Nitery faced 
ploying a m! 
a place serving liquor. 


y r 
no! 


Miss Andrews’ engagement termi- 
nated suddenly Jan. 30 when an In- 
vestigation into her age was pre- 
cipitated by complaints allegedly 


from bluenose organizations. 


George Jessel was held over three | 


extra days at the Mayfair Club after 
breaking attendance and cash rec- 
ords made earlier this season by 
Sophie Tucker. 


Like the Oid Days at U 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Reminiscent of the old days is the 


roster of names on the Universal lot. | 


In the femme contingent are Mar- 


lene Dietrich, Irene Dunne, Loretta | 


Young, Joan Blondell and Kay Fran- 
cis, 

Brian Aherne, Robert Montgom- 
ery, Roland Young, Dick Powell and 
Edward Arnold make up the male 


' cluster. 


MORNING SHOWS 
SURPRISE B. 0 


Leslie Henson Started Pro- 
vincial Trend in Manches- 
ter With ‘Crusoe’ Panto- 
mime, Theatres Elsewhere 
Following Suit — Setup 
Mulled for London 


CURTAIN AT 10:30 A.M. 











London, Jan. 17. 

Morning business for stageshows 
is another queer development of the 
wartime road, where patronage is 
surprising managers. Palace theatre, 
Manchester, innovated the a.m. start, 
comedian Leslie Henson ringing up 
his ‘Robinson Crusoe’ pantomime at 
10:30. Henson reports b.o. results as 
astonishing. 

Other provincial houses are fol- 
lowing this morning trade lure. 
Leeds, Sheffield and Nottingham all 
indicating pleasurable take. Grand 
theatre, Leeds, is consequently 
abandoning three night shows. 

Henson has indicated he’s mulling 


London managers see it as okay for 
hinterland but unlikely to fit blase 
metropolis trade . 








blitz and there’s 
over nightmare 


|edge off the air 
| improvement seen 


| conditions of September last. Hope | 


is not confined to show business. 


a: “ 

‘Many Showmen, Literati 

In ‘United Americans, 
New Politico Group 











Surprising proportion of the spon- 
of ‘United 
national non-partisan movement re- 


sors Americans,’ a new 


cently organized to support the for- 
eign policies of President Roosevelt, 
even at the cost of war, stem from 
| pictures, legit, the publishing biz and 
| kindred fields 

| Group, as founded 
| McPherson, publisher 
| City Journal, approve of all-out aid 


Orvill S 


by 


to Great Britain as a matter of na- 
|tional defense and guarantee the 
President and Congress 100° sup- 


port in the event of an American 
j}entry into the war 

Listed among the sponsors of the 
|new organization, which is inde- 
pendent of the ‘Committee to Defend 
America by Aiding the Allies,’ are 
such varied personalities as William 
Green, president of the American 


Federation of Labor; 





derson, the playwright; Douglas 
banks, Jr.;: Leo Carrillo, Tul 
Bankhead, Margalo Gillmore 

Moore, Louis Bromfield, symz 
Beecher Stowe, A. J. Balaban, Car- 
veth Wells. Rex Stout, John Farrar 


and Manchester Boddy, publisher of 
the Los Angeles News. 


NYU. BREVETS JOHN 
CROMWELL’S DIRECTION 


John Cromwell has been named 
first recipient of an award by New 
York University for ‘Exceptional and 
Consistent High Quality of Directo- 
rial Craftsmanship.’ He's getting a 
silver cup, which currently en 








is 


route to Hollywood, according to Dr. | 
Frederic M. Thrasher, head of the| 


NYU film course. 
| Among Cromwell's directorial! suc- 


‘esses named were ‘Of Human Bond- 
age,’ ‘Jalna.’ ‘Algiers,’ ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois’ and ‘The Prisoner of 
| Zenda.’ 


the idea for London when bowing | 
his ‘Up and Doing’ musical next 
month. Contacted on the _ trend, | 


As to its b.o. boost, opinion {s| 
longer daylight hours ahead with 
summer will be all that are nec- 


essary to take care of the West End. | 
Winter has taken a good deal of the 


| Pastor, 


| Xavier Cugat, Leo 


a . 
of the Kansa 


EGIT OKAY 








Previewing Spaghetti 





Buitoni’s, N Y., newest eating 
shop in Times Square, opens 
Thursday (13) night. It’s a place 
where for 25c as much spaghetti 
and coffee as one can consume 
will be offered. But that doesn't 
go for the preview in the after- 
noon, where a champagne party 
will be held for guests and the 
press. , 

Spot is located next to the Pal- 
ace theatre, operated by a firm 
specializing in American-made 
spaghetti. 











BANDS, ACTS 
TO JULY 4 


Lining up bands and special at- 
tractions far in advance, as protec- 
tion against opposition bookers, the 
Paramount, N, Y., is set on orchestras 
and various lead supporting person- 
alities through to July 4. 


also takes protection in numerous 
instances for a radius of 30 miles, in 
some cases preventing dates ahead of 








Theatre 


the Par, others behind, up to six 
months, 

A total of 11 bands has been 
booked, but the films with which 


| they play are not made up for more 
| than two or three at a time. House 
| never has guaranteed any band the 
film that will play with it. 

Starting with Ella 
band, directed by Babe Wallace, 
which opens at the N. Y. Par Wed- 
nesday (19), others set are Tony 
Benny Goodman, Charlie 
Barnet, Gene Krupa, Mitchell Ayre 
Vaughn Monroe, Will Bradley, 
Brown, Tommy 


| Dorsey. Acts already on the book 
| include Ben Blue, Ella Logan, An- 
| drews Sisters, Jack Leonard, the 


Ink Spots, Red Skelton, Kenny Baker 
Jane Froman and Danny Kaye. In 
the of both bands 

many have played the house before 


case and 





'Vaude Team ‘Breaches 
Good Taste’ at Cal. Gov.’s 
Dinner; Public Rebuke 


Sacramento, Feb. 11 
tesolution panning couple of Holly 
wood vaudeville entertainers for 
‘breach of good taste’ at the recent 
dinner tossed by Gov. Culbert Olsor 
ly adopted 
Official act 
; taken following introduct 





the lower house. 


ot 


the resolution by Assemblyman P 

A. Richie of San Diego, and ex- 
pressed the Assembly’s disapp i 
of ‘raw’ lines introduced by two of 


the entertainers brought here for the 
affair. 

Assembly’s action in reprimandair 
the Hollywood pair was taken ‘as a 
public duty.’ The resolution, unique 
in legislative circles, follows: 

‘Whereas, a breach of good taste 
occurred in connection with the en- 
tertainment feature of the Gov- 
ernor’s recent dinner in Sacramento 
| at which members of the Assembly 
| were among the honored guests; and 

‘Whereas, members of the As- 

embly are fully aware that this re- 
gretable occurrence, precipitated by 
professional entertainers, did not have 
the sanction of the Governor; now, 
therefore be it 

‘Resolved by the Assembly, That it 
herewith records, as a public ‘duty, 
| its displeasure of such violation of 
' good taste; and be it further 

‘Resolved, that the Assembly ex- 
ress its sympathy to the Governor 


e must feel was a situat 


Fitzgerald’s | 


Met Opera's 10th Week Grossed 1136, 
Net Loss $1,000; Tuminia’s Click 





The Metropolitan Opera Co. of 
N. Y. closed its 10th week of the 
season Monday (10) with a net loss 
| of approximately $1,000, and a total 
| gross of $113,000 including a Tues- 
|day sellout performance of ‘Tristan 
|Und Isolde’ in Philadelphia. This 
| was one of the Met’s better weeks, 
| being topped by only two others 
| during the season. 
| As usual, one performance spoiled 
|the week, this being ‘Alceste,’ Mon- 
|day (10), with a gross of $8,000, or 
}a loss of $4,500. The Met has taken 
|'a beating with the Gluck opera hav- 
| ing dropped close to $18,000 on three 
performances. 
| Monday (3), ‘Otello,’ drew a $14,- 
'000 house with a profit of $2,000, the 


’ ‘name draws of Rethberg, Martinelli 
and Tibbett packing ’em in. 


| Tuesday (4) in Philly the house 
was sold out for the Flagsted-Mel- 
chior ‘Tristan,’ with a gross of $15,- 
000. 

Wednesday (5), ‘Nozzi di Figaro,’ 
drew about $10,000, a loss of $2,000. 

Thursday (6), ‘Tannhauser,’ failed 
to draw even with Flagsted and Mel- 
chior and grossed $11,000, with a 
loss of $2,000. Vox pop seems to 
recognize the fact that the Nor- 


(Continued on page 38) 


CONNIE NICKERSON 
NEARLY RECOVERED 


Hollywoed, Feb. 11. 

Connie Nickerson, actress-wife of 
film actor Eddie Bracken, is nearly 
recovered from injuries received in 
an automobile accident last Novem- 
ber. She is now able to sit up in 
bed and occasionally stand for short 
intervals. Doctors expect to let her 
begin walking again within a week 
or two. 

Actress suffered a fractured pelvis 
and other injuries when the car in 
which she and Bracken were driving 











was forced off the road. Bracken 
had just finished a picture and they 
were on their way east. They hope 
to visit New York when Bracken 
completes his current film, ‘Caught in 


the Draft,’ with Bob Hope, at Par- 
amount, 
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De Sylva’s Yen to Continue as Pix 
Producer Figured in His Par Deal 


B. G. (Buddy) de Sylva, whose 


appointment as production head at 


Paramount came as a surprise to, 


both Broadway and Hollywood last 





‘LeBaron and Mayer 
Talking M-G Contract 


week, will devote his entire time to | 


his new chore, it is understood. Al- 
though his new contract is said to 
allow him time to return to Broad- 
way to prepare further musicals 
whenever he chooses, it is reported 
he will produce several films on his 


WB Execs Defer Trip 


Trek to Coast of Warner Bros. 
home office executives headed by 
Grad Sears, Sam Schneider and Mort 
Blumenstock, originally scheduled 
for early this month, has been post- 
poned until March 8. 

New York Warner officials will 
huddle on product for remainder of 
1940-41 season, and go over details 
concerned with distribution of top 
pictures. 








Hollywood, Feb. 11. | 


Negotiations are continuing at 
Metro between L. B. Mayer and 
William LeBaron on a deal for the) 
recent Paramount executive pro-| 
ducer to head his own production | 
unit. 














own as well as supervise all picture- 
making on the lot, which will permit 
him little free time. 

De Sylva, ever since making ‘Bach- 
elor Mother’ for RKO, is known to 
have had a hankering to continue pic 
work. In between the RKO job and 
his current chore on Par’s ‘Caught in 
the Draft,’ he had returned to Broad- 
way to produce musicals, ‘Du Barry | 
Was a Lady,’ ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
and ‘Panama Hattie’ being three hits 
in a row. | 

Henry Ginsberg, Par studio head, | 
was aware of DeSylva’s film yen and 
induced the producer to accept a 
deal for a limited number of pictures | 
over a three-year period. When 
DeSylva came into the fold, Y. Frank 
Freeman, v.p. in charge of produc- 
tion, became enthused over his pic- 
ture-making ideas and, inasmuch as 
he had several Broadway shows 
which Hollywood had not yet ac- 
quired, felt it would be a smart thing | 
to cement relations by planning to 
make him top exec if William Le-| 
Baron decided to abdicate. 


LeBaron Indifferent 


LeBaron, who holds the title of 
managing director of production, has | 
wanted to resign for several years. | 
He has been indifferent every time 
his option has come up, and the com- | 
pany has virtually foisted renewals 
,on him. His contract, which he was 
willing to forget, is up in April, when 
he steps out. It calls for $3,000 week- 
ly, but the producer is independent- 
ly wealthy and prefers to follow his 
own desires. 

LeBaron has long wanted to hold 
the throttle on his own production 
unit, making a couple of pictures a} 
year, preferably musicals. It’s likely 
that he’ll go to Metro under an indie | 
arrangement, as offers from _ that 
plant about a month ago have been 
followed by lengthy negotiations. 
About 18 months ago there was a 
plan for him to head a group of in- 
dependents working out a-release at 
United Artists, but the deal/blow up. 

Starting with the old Hearst Cos- 
mopolitan outfit, LeBaron later took | 
over Par’s Long Island production. | 
From there he went to FBO and then | 
assumed charge of RKO’s plant. 








U. CORP’S FINE 
67232805 NET 


Universal Corp., parent company 
of Universal Pictures and other| 
subsidiaries, mailed its 
holders this week a statement show- 
ing consolidated net profit of $2,- 
232,805, after all charges including 
income taxes and dividend require- 





ments on the outstanding first pre- | 


ferred stock of Universal Pictures 
Co., Inc., for the fiscal year ended 
last Nov. 2. This compares with a 
net consolidated profit of $999,110 
in the preceding year or an increase 
of 123%. 

Universal Corp. net is $157,967 
less than that shown by Universal 
Pictures, the principal and operating 
subsid, which, two weeks ago, Fe- 
ported $2,390,772. Providing for 
divvy requirements on the  out- 
standing first preferred make up a/| 
large portion of this difference. Uni- 
versal Corp. statement showed that | 
deficit carried in its profit and loss | 
statement had been reduced from | 
$2,802,103 as of Oct. 28, 1939, to 
$553,039 on Nov. 2 last year. 


Wilson Aides DeSylva | 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


Hal Wilson, who joined Paramount | 
recently as an associate producer in | 
Sol C. Siegel’s unit, has been named | 
assistant to B. G. de Sylva, newly | 
appointed executive producer who/| 
succeeded William LeBaron. 

Studio also signed Monte Bell, 
long-time silent director, as a pro- 
ducer, 








} 
| 
} 


| ment 
amount, 


Looks Like Fall 


security | 


LeBaron has a similar arrange- 
under consideration at Par- 








Trial Now for U.S. 
Vs. UA, Col. and U 


Trial of the Department of Jus- 





tice’s anti-trust suit against Colum- | 


bia, United Artists and Universal, 
which the Government confidently 


|expected to get under way in the 


spring, will probably not be reached 
before fall. Recent delays have put 
off till Feb. 17 applications by the 
three companies to either dismiss the 
complaint or to strike those portions 
of it which refer to the five pro- 
ducer-exhibitors. 


Following a decision on _ these 


points the defendants are expected | 


to submit many interrogatories. The 
Government will probably be forced 
to amend its complaint somewhat on 
the first plea. and before it finishes 
providing interrogatories, and the 
defendants have filed answers in 
which renewals for dismissals are 


|expected to be made, the summer is 


expected to be over. 

Examinations before trial are also 
expected to be included as well. The 
Government then will be lucky to 
have its case finished and awaiting 
a decision by January, 1942. ‘ 


LeROY LOSES A POINT 





IN AGENT’S 256 SUIT 


Mervyn LeRoy lost a plea for sum- 


mary judgment dismissing a $25,000 | 


suit against him by Leonard Gold- 
stein, agent, when Justice Aaron J. 
Levy in N. Y. supreme court ruled 
the suit had triable issues (5). Action 
claims failure to live up to an agree- 
ment, 

Plaintiff was agent for Kenny 
Baker whom he also sued for non- 
payment of commissions. He claimed 
LeRoy persuaded Goldstein to drop 
the action for $1,000, promising the 
agent adequate compansation for 
Baker’s contract. The action was dis- 
continued, but LeRoy failed to pay. 
The producer claims, as a defense, 


that Goldstein had no agent’s license | 


when the agreement with Baker was 
made, and is suing Goldstein for 
$500 on a note endorsed by. himself 
which Goldstein defaulted on. 

Leonard Goldstein is also a west- 
ern film producer, known as Leonard 
G. Leonard. His brother Bob 
Goldstein, now in the New York 
radio biz. 


S$ is 





—_— 


Mayer, Wanger’s Talks 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 


Louis B. Mayer is skedded to be! 


principal speaker at the annual 
Shrine St. Patrick’s Day luncheon in 
Civic Auditorium March 15. Affair 
is one of Frisco’s biggest yearly 
events. 

Others on the program will in- 
clude Walter Wanger. 


| Feeling that 
| 
| 


Exhib’s Wife Buried 
$60,000 in Cash And 
Lost It; Two Indicte 


Atlantic City, Feb. 11. 


Mrs. Edward Skyrm’s charges that 
$60.000 disappeared from a_ spot 
where she buried it two years ago, 
resulted in arrest and grand jury in- 
dictment of Charles Oberle, Jr., and 
his wife on Friday (7) at Somers 
Point. Mrs. Skyrm, whose husband 
owns Seaside theatre, Somers Point, 
said she buried the money under the 
steps of a house where she lived 
at the time and when she looked for 
it later it was gone. She said the 
| $60,000 was all in bills of $500, $100 
and $50 denominations, and she 
buried it for safekeeping. 





| Court for an accounting of $80,000. 
In his complaint, he charged she de- 
serted him on Jan. 21, 1939, while 
they were in Florida and returned 
to Somers Point, taking $80,000 from 
a place where he hid h.s savings. 
Mrs. Skyrm filed answer that she 
took only $20,000 of it, and buried 
the remainder under the steps. 
Prosecutor H. R. Coulomb, of At- 
lantic County, said the case had been 
under investigation by his office and 
| by private detectives for two years. 


PAR MULLS $2-ING 
‘WINGS’ AT ASTOR, N.Y. 








it deserves special 
handling, Paramount will reach a de- 
cision in probably 10 days as to 
whether ‘I Wanted Wings’ will be 
| roadshown or in just what manner it 
| will be exhibited, together with the 
sales policy to apply. 

Inquiries, meantime, have been 
made concerning the Astor, N. Y., 
which will be available following the 
current run of ‘Dictator.’ The Chap- 
lin picture is not expected to remain 
much longer, with result if Par de- 
cides on $2-ing ‘Wings’ it may go in 
| there early this spring. Twice-daily 
}runs in other cities, including Los 
| Angeles, may also figure. 
| Determination of policy for“Wings,’ 

which is off the 1940-41 release 
schedule, has been held up due to 


the fact that Par executives have 
not seen it in its finished state. It 
was previously viewed without a 


sound track and in 14,000 feet prior 
to cutting. 


‘Wings’ is reported to have cost 
around $1,200,000. 


WARBURG’S DEBATE 


Banker (Also Film Exec) 
Compulsory Arbitration 





| Whether or not the Government 
should require that business and 
labor take their disputes to arbitra- 
tion when projects involving 
tional defense figures, is to be de- 
bated Friday (14) in New York with 
; Paul Felix Warburg to argue against 
such compulsory arbitration. 

Warburg, of J 
stock brokerage firm, is chairman of 
the administrative committee having 
jurisdiction of the film industry un- 
der the consent decree. Rep. E. E. 
Cox of Georgia, 
House Rules Committee, will debate 
| Warburg on his stand. Approxi- 
;mately 100 representatives of indus- 
try, labor and national defense 
agencies will attend. 


na- 
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Opposes | 


S. Bache & Co.. 


a member of the | 








Cabin Ready to Leave 
Lisbon for 20th in US. 





| Jean Gabin, French player best 
!known in America for his work in 
| ‘Grand Illusion’ and ‘Pepe Le Moko,’ 


is expected to leave Lisbon in a cou- 


| ple of weeks for N. Y. to report for 


work at 20th-Fox studios. 

_ Gabin recently signatured a term 
| pase with 20th-Fox. He may not 
work in pictures for several months 
because the studio will want to 
| polish up his English. 


Decide Future 
Of Welles’ Pic 
By This Week 











Three months ago Skyrm started | 
suit against his wife in Chancery | 


Tale will be told by the end of the 


Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane,’ it is expected. 
Although the film is set for release 
around Feb. 27, no theatre has ye 
been set for the first date. Trouble 


|/anneunce before Friday 
noon an opening for the film which 
| William Randolph Hearst is said to 
allege too closely parallels his life. 
| Although it appears likely that 
‘Kane’ will be released, danger is 
said to lay in a rift that has de- 
veloped within the board of direc- 
| tors over the film. Prex George J. 
Schaefer, backed by one group, has 
been adamant that Welles’ initial 
celluloid entry be released, while 
another clique is definitely against 
it. It can be safely said that the 


wrangling in high places was power- | 


ful and furious prior to Schaefer’s 
departure by plane for the Coast on 
Monday (10) night. 

Welles, in the meantime, has re- 
peated privately that he will take 
legal steps should there be a holdup 
on the film, as he is a part-owner of 


it. He made it on a deal giving him 
'25% of the gross after production 
costs are taken out. Whether or not 


he’d actually go to court is some- 
thing, however, that would probably 
hinge entirely on Schaefer's wishes, 
as the RKO prez and Welles are 
close friends. 

There has been some talk of the 
picture going out on a roadshow 
| basis in the early dates, which the 
Welles side feels would be highly 
desirable. Release chart issued yes- 
terday (Tuesday), in fact, advised 
branches not to take ‘Kane’ dates 
because pic may be roadshown, al- 


though more may be back of the 
' admonition. Other schemes are also 
afoot for pre-testing the picture 


before letting it go into general re- 
lease. Tests apparently wouldn’t 
only be of the film’s drawing power 
|or to determine policy, but to test 
| what Hearst will do. 

National magazine ads are due to 
break on ‘Kane’ around Feb. 20, so 
it becomes imperative that the film 
be released shortly after that time. 


Picture has already obtained much | 


good word of mouth from those who 
have seen it and RKO looking 
forward to strong b.o. if the head- 
aches don’t grow too big. 


1S 


Milwaukee Ban 
Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 
William Randolph Hearst’s ire over 
the impending RKO-Orson Welles 
production ‘Citizen Kane’ has been 
made manifest here, as elsewhere, by 
the publisher’s local sheet, The Sen- 
, tinel, banning all RKO publicity, re- 
| ardless of when or what it concerns. 


| When ‘Kitty Foyle’ was brought into | 


the Warner theatre for its first down- 
town run it was thought the bars 
| might be let down for at least a 
|perfunctory review, or possibly an 
| adverse one, but not a line was per- 
mitted to appear, 

| In the newspaper’s general gossip 
| columns from Hollywood columnists 
jall reference to RKO is carefully 
| deleted. 


‘Miss Pinky’ for Smith 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Warners assigned Noel Smith to 
direct ‘The Return of Miss Pinker- 
| ton.’ 
| Screen play is being written by 
| Anthony Coldeway. 











current week on the future of Orson | 


ahoy is the forecast if RKO does not} 
(14) after-| 


Nick Schenck Voted New 5-Year 


Contract as Prez of 


Loew's, Inc. 





Nicholas M. Schenck, president ot 
| tao, Inc., was voied a five-year 
| contract with the company begin. 
|ning Jan, 1 next, at a meeting of 
|company stockholders held yester. 
| day (Tuesday) in lieu of the usual 
annual session which was deferred 
from last December. Schenck’s cur. 
rent pact runs until Dec. 31, 1941, 
New contract calls for $2,500 weekly 
salary, including expense allowance, 
except for expenses while traveling, 
plus 24% of combined annual net 
profits after normal deductions such 
as payment of $2 annually on the 
common, taxes, interest payments, 
etc. Also given option to buy 48. 
492 shares of common during period 
of contract at $40 each. 


Yesterday’s meeting also reelected 
the present board of directors com- 
prising George N. Armsby, David 
Bernstein, Leopold Friedman, John 
R. Hazel, Al Lichtman, Charles C, 
Moskowitz, William A. Parker, J, 
Robert Rubin, Nicholas M. Schenck, 
Joseph R. Vogel, David Warfield 
_and Henry Rogers Winthrop. 


| A. Hirschman, only _ stockholder 
present to raise an objection to the 
Schenck long-term pact ‘in view of 
| the present trying times and world 
uncertainty,’ recalled this mild pro- 
test when several other sharehold- 
ers vigorously defended Schenck’s 
strong management. Director Ru- 
bin, a company vice-president, ex- 
plained the corporation had been 
through one depression and ‘kept the 
flag flying for Loew stockholders.’ 
He also cited that the company still 
is leader of the whole industry. 
Rubin said he had worked alongside 
Schenck for 25 years and personally 
was familiar with his capabilities as 
a Loew executive. 
Foreign Market Analysis 

Bernstein explained that the cor- 
poration depended on foreign distri- 
bution for about one-fourth of its 
revenue, but said it was impossible 
|; to break down the percentage as to 
the continent and South America 
when asked by Harry Schultz, a 
stockholder. Bernstein also reported 
that he knew of no films which had 
been shelved on questioning by 
Schultz. He also indicated that the 
company had about $3,000,000 tied 
up in Great Britain because of mon- 
etary freezing as of last Jan. 2. 

Director Rubin said that amortiza- 
tion tables had been shifted so that 
presently more burden is carried by 
domestic market, with only 25% al- 
located to the foreign field. He ex- 
plained that the $2,000,000 contingen- 
cy fund, written off in the last fiscal 
year’s earnings statement, was set up 
to cover possible losses in the foreign 
market. He stated that the increased 
amortization was being well absorbed 
by the domestic field. 








Lyric, Indpls., Sale 
May Hasten Olson’s 
Yen for Retirement 





Indianapolis, Feb. 11. 
made Thurs- 
(6) of the sale of a major por- 
tion of the Lyric Theatre Bldg., & 
‘three-story structure housing the 
| vaudfilm Lyric here. House is now 
operated by Charles M. Olson though 
he owns none of the _ property. 
Whether or not Olson will continue 
to operate is a question. He has had 
a yen to retire for a good many years 
but stuck to the job because of his 
friendship for George Fish who 
helped him get into the theatre busl- 
' ness originally. 

Several years ago, Olson went t0 
California to live. The house was 
leased to Fred Dolle of Louisville, 
'Ky., now co-operator of the Indiana 
‘and Circle theatres here. Business 
| languished and the house was in the 
| red so often that the property owners 
| prevailed on Olson to come back to 
| take it over for them, working on & 
percentage arrangement. : 

During the past six and a half 
years, the Lyric has played 52 weeks 
| of stage shows a year, being closed 
only once, in 1939, during a stage 
hands’ strike. The house has been 
making money and built up a neat 
leash reserve during the fat years. 
| During 1940, the boxoffice slumped 
| somewhat, but not disastrously 
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FREER COIN FOR UA PRODS. 





Joe Schenck Says 


20th in “41-42 


Will Turn Out 44 Pix for $20,000,000: 


_ Revises Ideas on ‘Epics, Foreign Coin 








Twentieth Century-Fox will make 
44 pictures for the 1941-42 season, 
Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of the 
board, disclosed in New York this 
week. Total budget will be $20,000,- 
000, same as for the current year, for 
‘which 52 pictures were promised. 
However, said Schenck, only 48 will 
be delivered. 

Darryl! F. Zanuck, as in the past, 
will be in charge of the entire pro- 
duction operation, the company chief 
declared, and will personally pro- 
duce the 24 top-budget pictures. 
Schenck said 20th-Fox has virtually 
its entire slate of production for next 
season set and will be ready with the 
first block of five in July. 

Two films a year that 20th expects 
to get from the William Hawks-Ron- 
ald Colman-Irene Dunne unit will be 
sold separately, Schenck said, and 
will be in addition to the 44 sched- 
uled. Schenck declared the deal with 
the unit had not been closed, but it 
was virtually certain it would be on 
a basis by which 20th paid production 
costs and split evenly the net profits. 
He declared Fox would welcome 
other such arrangements with top- 
flight units but none is now in pros- 
pect 

With the studio well ahead of 
schedule on the current season’s out- 


on pictures to be sold under the con- 
sent decree, Schenck said he expect- 
ed that the second group of five will 
be ready in August. However, he 
made clear, there is full intention of 
selling pictures singly or in groups 
of twos or threes frequently during 
the year, rather than going to ex- 
tremes to rush five at a time into 
preparedness. 

Schenck has been in New York for 


almost the past two weeks in connec- | 


tion with the Government suit 
against tim on income tax charges. 
Set to come before the Federal court 
Monday (10), trial was held 
until next Monday (17) because the 
judge was hearing draft 
cases, 

Readily admitting that 1940 was no 
banner year for his company, citing 
disappointment in the grosses of 
‘Brighom Young,’ ‘Hudson's Bay’ and 
‘Chad Hanna,’ among others, Schenck 
looks forward with optimism to the 
coming season. 

‘Didn’t Have a Good Year’ 

“We didn’t have a good year,’ he 
asserted, ‘but we know better than 
to blame it on anyone else but our- 
selves. Next year’s going to be dif- 
ferent. however, because we have re- 


organized—not reorganized the per- | 


sonnel or mechanics of our produc- 
tion—but our ideas. We went through 
most of the current season still work- 
ing with ideas of the foreign market 
in our mind. In 1941-42 there’s going 
to be complete concentration on the 


U. S. market. We're going to have 
only pictures that will appeal to 
100 4 of America’s potential audi- 
ence.’ 


Epic’ type film is ‘finished at Fox,’ 


Schenck declared. Only when stories 
Contain characters strong enough in 

we own way to carry the film will 
Istorical 


Ss or biographies be attempt- 
ed. Emphasis, instead, will be on 
lighter-veined things, such as ‘Char- 
ley’s Aunt,’ legiter just purchased 
for $110,000 . 

Endorses ‘Consent’ 


Consent decree plan of selling pic- 
tures after they have heen trade- 
shown may be one of the best things | 
that has happened to the industry,’ 
Schenck declared. It will probably 
result in better grosses, he figures, 
because there will be fewer adjust- 


ments to make with exhibs after 
they've 


k played a picture. They'll 
now what they have in advance | 
and will have no justification for 


asking for rebates. 
tureo Usually get less for your pic- 
“Ss (nan you expect.’ Schenck ex- | 
Plained, ‘because when you have a. 
800d one no exhibitor ever comes 
around and offers to Pay an increased 
Percentage. Yet, when he has a bad 
vee, he wants an adjustment.’ 


over | 


evasion | 


| ‘Songwriters on Parade’ 


os 


Best-Seller Trailerizes 
Goodrich Into H’wood 


Marcus Goodrich, whose adventure 
novel, ‘Delilah,’ published last week, 
has become an immediate best seller, 
not only will probably sell his book 
to films, but has been handed a stu- 
dio job since its publication. 

Goodrich has been added to David 
O. Selznick's writing staff. Studio 
story departments have shown con- 
siderable interest in the novel, which 
is being peddled by the Myron Selz- 
nick agency. 


THEATRES DENY 
PRO-ASCAP 
BOOKINGS 


Acting on a protest from Broadcast 
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SECONDARY B.A. 
FOR ITS UNITS 


UA Affiliate Will Finance 
‘Junior’ Money to Its Pro- 
ducers, But Banks Will Be 
Relied on for First 
(Major) Financing 








STOCK ON MARKET 





With the probable departure of 
Samuel Goldwyn from United Art- 


ists, the company is preparing to/| 


launch on an entirely new financial 
policy in its relationship to the in- 
dependent producers who release 
through it. It will completely re- 
verse the stand it has taken almost 
consistently since it was founded in 
1919 and emvark on a program of 
aiding in the production financing of 
its brood. 

Company itself will not participate 
in the money advancing, but will 
take part in the setting up of 
an independent financing company 
which will lend ‘junior’ or second- 
ary money to the indies releasing 
through UA. Stock in the new com- 


pany will be sold on the open mar-| 


nebulous | 


ket, according to present 
plans. It will probably be capital- 


| Music, Inc., the Comerford chain last | jzeq to the tune of $2,500,000 or bet- 


| week took exception to a story in 
| VARIETY’s Jan. 29 issue concerning 
| arrangements the circuit had sup- 
| posedly made to capitalize on the 
| ASCAP-radio war by routing 
‘sical acts which would emphasize 


| their use of songs not heard on the 
| 


| air. 

While J. J. O'Leary, in charge of 
| operation of the Comerford theatres, 
|discussed the matter with Ed Kuy- 
kendall, president of the Motion Pic- 
jture Theatre Owners of America, 
when he was in New York Friday 
(7), it is not officially any concern of 
the MPTOA except that as an exhib 


organization it has long opposed the 
ASCAP tax levied on film theatres. 
The Comerford chain is a member of 
the MPTOA but there the connection 
ends so far as the present contro- 
versy over any policies of the circuit 
are concerned. MPTOA never ad- 
vised any of its members as to how 
| they shall run their theatres. 
O’Leary became concerned on re- 
ceipt of protest from BMI. Latter 
organization wanted to know why 
the theatre owners were discriminat- 
ing’ against BMI. O’Leary discaimed 
to VARIETY Saturday (8); any connec- 
tion with a ‘Hit Parade’ idea which 
ithe Joe Feinberg Agency, vaude 
bookers for the Comerford chain had 
advised ASCAP publishers it was de- 
veloping for Comerford. The agency 
Jan. 20 asked 








in a letter dated 
| ASCAP publishers to give the idea 
their support and stated that Lou 
Handman had been designated to do 
the contacting of the publisher 
The complaint made by the broad- 
caster-controlled BMI recalls a 
argument advanced for years by 
1i0’ kesmen that ASCAP ha 
ed aga broadcasting 
sively raising its rates and 
permitting theatre licensees to pay a 


progressively lower rate. 
‘Songwriters on Parade’ 
With All-ASCAP Tunes 


The ASCAP-radio battle will get 
its first prominent spotting on the 
stage of a theatre Friday (14), when 
(5) play a 
full-week for RKO in Dayton. Bill- 
ing will emphasize that the song- 
writers will play and sing ASCAP 
compositions that cannot now be 
heard on the networks. Only two 
stations in Toledo are NBC and CBS- 
controlled. 

Songwriters in the act, agented by 
the William Morris. office, are 
Charles Tobias, J. Fred Coots, Peter 
DeRose, Jean Schwartz and Jack 
Lawrence. They are pencilled in 
for Loew's State, N. Y., March 6, 


i with the same billing to apply. 


| prime function 


' 


| new 
| termined, as it 
mu- | 





ter, some estimates going as 

as $5,000,000. 
How UA will 

company 


high 


participate in 
hasn't yet been 
is all still pretty 
much in the talk stage. UA 
invest directly in the financial 
or UA stockholders may invest in it 
outside of the distributing company's 
own corporate setup. These details 
are now being discussed with pro- 
ducers on the Coast by a committee 
of three: Murray Silverstone, 
chieftain; Charles Schwartz, UA 
counsel; and Herbert Maass, repre- 
sentative of Mary Pickford on the 
UA board. 

At least part of the coin back of 


de- 


| the new financing organization may 


| Berglas, 


be put up by Alexander and Marc 
German financial wizards 
now in Hollywood. Berglas brothers 
are said. last November, to have 
offered Silverstone sufficient coin to 
insure output of 18 to 20 pictures for 


the 


may | 
unit | 


UA | 


a 
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Sam Goldwyn’s Bow-Out From UA 
Develops a Kink Over His Stock 
But It Will Probably Go Through 





Caught Short 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
‘Rookie on Parade,’ slated to 
Start this week at Republic, was 
postponed to Feb. 24 because of 
lack of new style army uniforms. 
Costume houses have plenty of 
the 1917 outfits but haven't 

caught up with the new war. 
Currently Paramount is using 
most of the available new uni- 
| forms in ‘Caught in the Draft.’ 


‘NIGHT TRAIN’ 
AN OBJECT 
LESSON 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Understand 20th-Fox home office 
has sent out a strong letter to all dis- 
trict execs to view all pictures here- 
| after before bookings are made 

Order was due to the terrific busi- 
ness done by a sleeper from England, 
‘Night Train,’ which went out cold 
| to subsequents without first runs and 
meagre publicity. 

















‘NOT ‘COINCIDENTAL’; 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
| Frank Shaw’s $1,000,000 libel suit 
against Warner Bros. has been set- 
tled out of court, with terms undis- 
| closed. 

Former L. A. mayor charged ‘The 
Men Who Dared’ too closely 
paralleled his activities in office to 
be ‘purely coincidental.’ 


1941-42. They wanted to set up a B P| W 
unit in which UA would advance rit. ayers in arner 
50% of the capital and own a half Pi f M k 
interest. This plan, or a variation | IX [for Anglo ar ets 
of it, is believed back of the pres- } pie 
ent proposal. 
: Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Change of Policy ee ee ee ; a mi 
Although owners of the distribu- New production plan at Warners, 


tion company have always felt that it 
would be advantageous to stick to its 
and lay off financ- 
ing producers, operating heads of 
the company are now convinced that 


it is necessary to ‘help the pro- 
ducers weather the storm,’ as one 
exec of UA put it yesterday (Tues- 
day). Drastic steps st be keé 
it is felt, to keep UA in a p 
} £ If f la 
N e ire 
t ) i! ) é the t 
+} + the * ) Or 7 é 
fina al UA must adop 
e of ‘ ‘ f it 
4 of fore ke 
isappoint | est rosses I 
some recent f ive rt the p 
aucers 
New unit’s part in financing pro- 


ducers, it was emphasized, will not 
be ‘first money,’ for which banks 
will still be depended upon, but the 
‘second’ money. Producer having 
the latter, which will include a com- 
pletion guarantee, has little trouble 
in getting bank financing of the re- 
mainder. Policy will be to steer the 


financing setup wide of footing en- 
tire production bill—it won't have 
enough money, in the first place 


so that there is no danger of its be- 
coming a producing unit. 
UA once before set up a similar 


financing agency, Cinema Arts 
Finance Corp., when Joseph M. 
Schenck was president about 15 
years ago. It went on the rocks, 
present UA execs say, because it 
failed to stick to its original inten- 


tion. and gradually became a pro 


to fill the void caused by the war, is 
to cast two or three British 


out the British Empire. 

Idea is to feature English name 
players like Errol Flynn, Donald 
Crisp, Ida Lupino and others so that 
t é r it | ta fe pict ire€ In 

¢ ra Vithn a B 
. ‘ , s) 4 . 
20th-Fox Topping Its 
ree r° — 
Finter Output With 7 
Hollyw l, Feb. 11 
20th-Fox is releasing seven Tech 
nicolor pictures this year tead of 
six, as originally announced. 

‘Miami’ is the added starter, which 
makes one more than the studio has 
ever made in one year. 
ducing unit. They aim to avoid 


duplicating the error. Outsiders as 
well as UA owners participated in 
financing of Cinema, the heaviest 


stockholder being Paramount, which 
put $2,000,000 into the venture to 
guarantee delivery of product to 


their rapidly expanding Publix 
group of theatres. 

Closest UA has otherwise come in 
financing its producers is the case 
of Walter Wanger. It owns a 50% 
interest in Wanger’s company, hav- 
ing put up half the original capita 
Wanger was on his own after that, 
however, in ybtaining produc 


¢ 
7 


ti0n 
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incing 


| WB SETTLES SHAW SUIT! 


| stock 


| otherwise refusing to go along with 


| 


name 
players in its forthcoming pictures to | 
strengthen the studio’s trade through- | 


— 


Samuel Goldwyn and United Ar- 
tists are paying peek-a-boo. Whether 
the producer-owner {is still a pro- 
ducer-owner or a free agent able to 
exercise his wont to skip to the War- 
ner Bros. fold igs wrapped in doubt. 

Situation, informed 
sources see it, is that Goldwyn’s de- 
parture is highly likely but isn’t yet 
beyond the last barricade. It ap- 
pears that an agreement was reached 
between Goldywn, United Artists 
chief Murray Silverstone, UA coun- 
| sel Charles Schwartz and at least 
part of the ownership, but didn’t 
quite make the last hurdle. Alex- 
ander Korda is said to stand in the 
way of consummation of the deal 
worked out by operating heads of 
the company with Goldwyn. Their 
plan is understood to call for Gold- 
wyn handing his stock, representing 
a one-fifth interest, back to the other 
four owners for $300,000 in cash. He 
| would then be free to close a pro- 
ducing deal with another distributor 
| Both daily and trade press were 
| led into believing the deal had been 
closed last week when Goldwyn is- 
sued a statement ‘jointly prepared’ 
by his own and UA attorneys. The 
‘jointly prepared’ was true; but the 
statement wasn’t jointly released. It 
was prepared for future use—when 
the deal had been closed—and UA 
execs were considerably burned at 
Goldwyn jumping the gun by mak- 
ing it public. 

Korda Balked 
| As it turned out they were right, 
for a snag developed. Korda is said 
to have refused to sign the agree- 
'ment unless a fixed valuation was 
| placed on his stock. Korda, it is re- 
| ported, has some idea of demanding 
|that the company also buy up his 
if the price is high enough, 


however, as 











the Goldwyn deal. There’s much 


| mystery about this aspect, too, how- 


ever, although Korda does definitely 
appear to be the stumbling block. 
Silverstone and Schwartz are now 


| in Palm Springs, having gone there 
| Friday 


(7) following the strain 
of concluding the Goldwyn details. 
James Mulvey, Goldwyn v.p. and 
f western rep, and two attorneys from 
| the office of George Z. Medalie, 


|Goldwyn attorney, flew out to the 
Coast Thursday (6) night when it 
appeared everything was hotsy. 
Stock to Whom? 
What’s going to become of the 
!stock if Goldwyn does leave UA 


ther popular industry 
Silverstone himself, 
David O. Selznick 


has become an 
uessing game 


Walter Wanger, 


ind the Frank Capra-Robert Riskin 
init are a few of the names men- 
ned as buying it. Best-informed 

¢ elieve that Silverstone has 

ice f ll probably 

it out a topnotch producer on 
vhom to besto e stock to restore 
to the company the pie { Je depart- 
ng with Goldw Selznick or 
Capra-Risk might ell be the men 
on this basi They could acquire 
the stock just as Korda did, hand- 


ing over no cash for it, but paying 
out of their earnings. 

That Goldwyn will go over to WB 
if he gets his freedom seems to be 
!one of the clearest things in the 
whole muddled situation. There are 


everal background reasons for 

| thinking this: 
Reasons 
| . . 

1. When Goldwyn tried to with- 
draw ‘The Westerner’ from UA re- 
lease last spring, he handed it over 
to WB 
; 2. There has been considerab! 


cooperation between WB and Cold- 
wyn in trading WB cure 
rently has Goldwyn'’s Gary Cooper 
for ‘Sergeant Yorke,” while WB’s 
Bette Davis is promised for Gold- 
wyn’'s ‘Little Foxes.’ 

3. Goldwyn and Harry 
i ‘ 


| Warner are close personal 


bare 
stars. 


and Jack 


’ ned 
friends 


te 
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Turbulent Ist Year of Arbitration 


Under the Consent Is Anticipated 
From Flock of Varied Complaints 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Darryl Hickman drew a player 
contract at Metro. 
| Columbia picked up Harry Segall’s 
writer option, 
Metro pacted Eddie Parks, D. H. 
McKenney, Philip Menroli and Louis 











A turbulent first year of arbitra-| 


tion under the consent decre is re- 
ported looked for by both the Amer- 
ican Arbitration Association and dis- 
tributors, with anything but smooth 
going visualized because of the com- 
plicated clearance structure as now 
existing, plus a probable flock of 
complaints that will arise over a 
miscellany of other matters. It is 
regarded as likely, moreover, that 
many exhibitors will file complaints 
over trivialities which, however, 
will require a lot of time to handle. 
Unfounded allegations are also ex- 
pected to figure. 

While the second year of arbitra- 
tion may be exceedingly quiet and 
the third, as far as the trial period 
of the decree goes, wiil find com- 
plaints in a possible state of scarcity, 
it is believed the initial 12-month 
period over the 1941-42 product sea- 
son might overtax the arbiter sys- 
tem that has been set up. 


Clearance 


This will be due, it is predicted, 
principally because of the clearance 
problem and the virtual certainty 
that in every exhibiting situation 
and in overlapping situations de- 
mands will be made for changes in 
clearance. What complicates and 
extends the problem is that when 
one exhib makes a complaint on 
clearance, another exhib is auto- 
matically affected. As many as a 
half dozen other exhibs or theatres 
might be involved. This conceiv- 
ably will cause a cycle of complaints 
on clearance. 


When an exhib files a complaint | 


on clearance, any other parties af- 
fected by the clearance or by any 
change that might be made under 
arbitration, are to be notified. As 
intervening parties, if they desire, 
that may sit in at the hearings. 
However, some of these intervening 
parties may themselves have com- 
plaints on clearance and that will 
mean still additional hearings with 
a new set of intervening exhibs fig- 
uring. 

But when the whole clearance 
problem has been cleared in each 
particular situation or zone, the 
necessity for going over that again 
the second year of the decree is 
greatly lessened. 
plaints will always arise, however, 
since each year in the selling of 
pictures any troubles under it in 
negotiating deals are subject to ar- 
bitration if the exhib feels the dis- 
trib is making unfair demands, Or 
wants changes in protection. 

With only one complaint so far 
filed in Washington, though arbitra- 
tion offices were opened Feb. 1, 
around 40 inquiries have been re- 
ceived. Most of these are from ex- 
hibitors who feel they have a dis- 
pute on their hands and want to ar- 
bitrate but first are anxious to know 
exactly what steps to take. The 
AAA 
copies of the censent decree itself 
and the various forms the exhib 
must sign. 


Need No Lawyers 


In New York the only inquiry re- 
ceived came from an exhib who 


wanted to know 
a lawyer. He was 
facts in his case was all that was re- 
quired and that no ‘whereases’ had 
to be worried about. Any exhib 
may be represented by an attorney | 
in making out the papers or at the} 
hearing held but the AAA is stress- 
ing the lack of necessity for this 


Clearance com- | 


in such cases is forwarding | 


if he would need| 
advised he} 
wouldn’t, that a simple statement of 


Previati, all of the music department. 
William Ludwig inked writer ticket 


| 
certificates issued, all must be ap-| Metro. 


| at 
|proved by Paul Felix Warburg, | # ; 
chairman of the film administrative|_Wiard B. Ihnen and Edward J. 
| committee in the AAA. By next|S»yder signed by 20th-Fox as cam- 


| sday (18) it is expected that a/|©ramen. 
er dl of 10 for on other local Charles Friedman drew one-year 








ing in. tract at Metro. 
For the official organ of the AAA, | 
? b 
FLEISCHER’S “MR. BUG 
| the film industry under it, Austin C. | 
Keough will present the distributor | 
| viewpoint. Keough, general coun-| gan Thursday (6) at the Max 
'sel for Paramount, was very active) Fleischer (Paramount) studios on its 
| four others. life of a community of insects living 
° i ; Broad , sur- 
First Case Under Decree .45 minutes from roadway, sur 
‘the plot. 
: PF | Based on the first original story 
decree was filed in Washington last | ev 
| week by J. Purdon Wright, atty, | 





| boards will be ready for announce- | renewal as an associate producer at 
'ment and service. AAA isn't being | indy —~ f 
‘hurried since complaints aren't com-|, Fred Finklehoff handed a new con 
published periodically and in _ its 
|next issue out Monday (17) to be 
|}entirely devoted to arbitration and GOES INTO PRODUCTION 
| side while Abram F. Myers, general 
| counsel] of Allied States Assn., dis-| After more than a year of pre- 
| cusses the decree from the exhibitor paratory work actual production be- 
|in all the negotiations leading to the|new feature-length cartoon, 
settlement of the Government anti-| Bug Goes to Town.’ Neither fantasy 
trust case against that company and/ nor fable, the story of the fight for 
| rounded entirely by the cement-and- 
Brought by Balto Exhib' stee! world created by the menace 
; |they fear most-—-the human race—is 
Baltimore, Feb. 11. 
First plea for arbitration under the | 
er written for a feature-length 
| ‘ cartoon, ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’ will 
resenting Thomas D. Goldberg, pres.| phe produced entirely at Fleischer 
| Walbrook Amus. Co., against 20th | studio in Maine and will require the 


|Century-Fox and Warners. Involved! japor of 700 artists 10 months to | 


| is the question of clearance and pro- | 
| tection granted by these companies 
|to Forest Park Theatre Co., and the 
{Frank H. Durkee chain of local | 
| nabes, 
| Durkee, who operates the Forest, 
| Ambassador and Gwynn theatres, | |; f tod leant ‘ell 
| located some two miles from Gold- | ic story Of today just as wan SS 
|berg’s Walbrook, has a seven-day ed other medium of the motion —_ 
|clearance over the latter with Fox ture field,’ he said. ‘The ume has 
'and Warner. Metro and Paramount, | °°™© to move from the era of ‘nov- 
however, do not recognize this pro- | elty’ to a mature basis in the in- 
‘tection. Goldberg is appealing on|@UStty. The story is what is im- 
| this basis and is also pointing to op- | — geo in our feature 
position non-Durkee Pimlico and | well retain roll whimsy whenever 
| Avalon theatres, located a mile and |# situation calls for it, but we wont 
|a half away from the ‘Durkee houses | strive for cuteness unless the scripts 
in the opposite direction, as free | @dicate such treatment. 
from similar clearance and protec-| Music is by Hoagy Carmichael, 
tion. Ambassador, occasionally, but; lyrics by Frank Loesser. Gwenn 
quite rarely, plays M-G product day- Williams and Kenny Gardner will 
and-date with the Walbrook. | do the vocals. 
Goldberg's attorney, Wright, is the 
counsellor for the Maryland Public | 
Service Commission. Frank H. Dur- 
kee, who heads the chain of 19 local 
| nabes, is reported currently in Flor- 
|ida. Case is first plea for arbitra- 
| tion since the code went into effect 
| Feb. 1. 


complete. 


Dave Fleischer declares that in his 
opinion the scope of the animated 
cartoon is unlimited. 
solutely no reason why the animated 
cartoon cannot tell a solidly drama- 











Selznick’s ‘Jane Eyre’ 
Assigned to Stevenson 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Robert Stevenson, British director, 
gets the pilot assignment on the 
David O. Selznick production, ‘Jane 
Eyre.’ 
Selznick has Stevenson under one- 
film-a-year contract and RKO has a 
claim on the rest of his services. 








Mpls. Not Beefing—Yet! 
Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 
Although independent exhibitors 
in this territory have been squawk- 
ing for the past several years about 
‘unfair’ zoning and protection and 
although two local exhibitors, the 
Middle States Corp., operating the | 








‘There is ab- | 


Odlum’s (Atlas) Acquisition of 138573 | 
RKO Common Highlights SEC Report 





Selznick Agcy. Keeps 
London Office Open 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


London office is being kept open 
by Myron Selznick despite condi- 
tions abroad, it is announced by 
Harry Ham, who headed branch 
there and who has just arrived in 
Hollywood. During his absence Lon- 





David Henley. 

Keeping offices going is justified, 
Ham states, due to continued picture 
production which Nazi air raids and 
other war obstacles have failed to 
| halt. Ham states that the English 
| film field is still proving a good pro- 
| vider of writing and acting talent, 
| both for production in that country 
|} and for Hollywood. 


| 
DISNEY’S 4-MONTH NET, 








‘Mr. | 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Net profit of $140,000, without de- 
ducting income taxes, was  an- 
nounced by Walt Disney Productions 
for the first four months of the pres- 
ent fiscal year. Officers for the com- 
ing year are Walt Disney, president; 
Roy O. Disney, executive vice presi- 
dent; Gunther R. Lessing, vice presi- 
dent; George E. Morris, secretary- 
treasurer, and Oliver B. Johnston, 
assistant secretary-treasurer. 

Program calls for the release of 
three more features, ‘The Reluctant 
Dragon,’ ‘Dumbo, the Flying Ele- 
phant’ and ‘Bambi’ during the cur- 
rent calendar year. 





OK FOR SMORGASBORD 


King of Sweden Approves Paul 
O’Brien for UA-Svensk Subsid 








tor of United Artists’ Swedish sub- 
sid, United Artists Aktiebolag. 


King’s okay is needed on all direc- 
tors of Swedish companies, it was 
discovered after O’Brien’s name was 
submitted. Considerable red tape 
was required, working through con- 
sulates, before approval was given. 








HATHAWAY’S WANGER PIC 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Henry Hathaway has been signed 
by Walter Wanger to direct Barre 
Lydon’s ‘Sundown.’ 
Yarn was serialized in the Satur- 
day Evening Post. 








4,000-seat Minnesota theatre, and} 
Bennie Berger, owner of the loop| 
| sure-seater Esquire, have announced | 
their intentions to fight for major 
screen product through arbitration, 
nobody hereabouts seems in a hurry 
to make an issue of alleged griev- 
ances, 

The arbitration office under the 
consent decree has been opened a 


N.Y. Judge Follows 


| 


European Verdict 


In Dismissing ‘Stowaway Theft Suit 





full week and Sheldon M. Ostrott, in 
charge, says nary a complaint has 
been filed with him. 





An important ruling by Justice 
Peter Schmuck in N. Y. supreme 
| court on the plagiarism claim of Ste- 
{phen Tamas, Hungarian author. 
|against 20th Century-Fox, . over 





Loell Lolling in Detroit 


Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 
John L. Loell, of Detroit, who has 
been appointed head of the Milwau- 
kee tribunal of the motion picture 





expense in an effort to keep the cost | 
of arbitration down to the point| 
where the smallest exhib will feel | 
free to avail himself of arbitration. | 


New York AAA to Handle 


arbitration system set up by the re- 
cent consent decree, has opened 
offices here, but the first dispute has 
yet to come up. 

However, he is being invited to 
appear before the Independent The- 


| ‘Stowaway,’ establishes that Ameri- 
can courts are inclined to follow for- 


eign court ruling on copyright cases. | 


!In other words, although this has 
been a highly disputable point in 
| similar actions previously, whether 
| involving literary, scenario or song 
|infringement claims, the Schmuck 
| ruling is inclined to ‘res adjudicata,’ 


|court and the Royal 
|Court of Appeals. It so happened 
|that Julian T. Abeles, who success- 
fully defended 20th-Fox on this copy- 
|right issue, knew that Rustem Van- 
|bery was in America, lecturing on 
law under’ Rockefeller Institute 
He’s an ex-judge of the 
|Royal Budapest Court of Appeals 
and a Regent of Hungary, and he 


auspices. 


was a witness for 20th in the evi-| 


dence that no similarities existed, 
that there was no plagiarism, etc. 


An important point that comes out 


don agency will be in charge of | 


$140,000; 3 MORE DUE 


Paul OBrien, of the law firm of| by the parent company. 
O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, was | retained the 100 shares at the end 
notified last week that the King of! of the month while Loew’s, Inc., was 
Sweden has approved him as a direc- | 


Hungarian | 





B’klyn Also; 60 Arbitrators 


It has been decided that one AAA 
board in New York, headed by 
Charles Wall and with hearing rooms 
in Radio City, would handle Brook- 
lyn as well. At first a separate 
board was proposed for Brooklyn. 
As a result of only one tribunal for 
N. Y., Brooklyn and the surround- 
ing territory served by New York- 
Brooklyn exchanges, a total of 60 
arbitrators will be appointed to hear 
cases, 


The full panel for New York will} 


be set by next Tuesday (18), it is 
expected. Acceptances are now 
being obtained from names proposed 
in New as well as elsewhere 
but before they are made final and 


Vark 
aut 


atre Owners Protective Association | Meaning that if the Budapest Royal 
| explain the procedure to be followed | Tamas, why should the U. S. courts author, composer, dramatist and his 
and as soon as its members are | Tule differently? |producer, publisher and attorneys 
| wised up, they say there probably | Tamas, now in America. set forth | is that ‘simultaneous publication’ in 
| will be plenty for the arbiter to go) that his ‘Stowaway’ script was or-| America is necessary for any for- 
| to work on. dered by John Mock, former British | eign copyright. Otherwise it’s to be 
| literati rep for 20th-Fox in London, | considered as being in the public 

No Complaints On Coast |when he visited Budapest. Tamas’|domain. It’s no secret that wU Bw. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 11. yarn was copyrighted in Yugoslavia, | publishers and copyright owners 

First week of American Arbitra- | where it was published in book form | rush copies to England and Europe 
tion Association readiness to receive | following its first magazine seriali- |these days to get ‘simultaneous’ copy- 
complaints under the recently setup zation in Hungary. Titles were the |right abroad, for the Teason that 
Government consent decree was | Same, situations allegedly ditto. Sam- | otherwise their works might be ruled 
marked by a complete zero as far as | uel G. Engel is the accredited author | outside the pale of common law pro- 


} - 
| tection. court also ruled the only 
| Similarity between the picture and 


|in Justice Schmuck’s opinion, one 
that will bother many a foreign 








| a . 
| official squawks are concerned. Not| of the Shirley Temple starrer as 


a single case has been filed for ar- | made by 20th in Hollywood. 

bitration and outlook is that South- Tamas set forth the story 

ern California theatre onertors will | ordered by Mock for a Temple sub- 
(Continued on page 16) iject, but he lost in both the lower 


their appropriateness as a medium 
for Shirley Temple, 


fa 


was | the story were the titles of each, and | 


Washington, Feb. 11, 
Purchase of 138,578 shares of 
RKO $1 par common stock by Floyd 
C. Odlum’s Atlas Corp. made the 
first major splash in film stock 
transactions recorded for 1941. 


In its monthly summary of stock 
transactions, covering December ac. 
tivities, the Securities & Exchange 
Commission revealed today that At. 
las Corp.—for 20 days, barring Sun. 
days and Christmas Day—steadily in. 
creased its holdings, starting Dec. 7, 
Daily purchases ranged from 1,300 
shares on Dec. 9 to 19,900 shares on 
Dec. 30, during the 20-day spending 
spree, bringing this company’s total 
holdings to 732,896 by the end of 
1940. 


Other transactions in RKO $1 par 
common included sale of 600 shares 
by Frederick L. Ehrman, New Yosk 
director, on Dec. 5, and dumping of 
2,000 shares of the same by L. Law- 
rence Green, another Manhattan die 
rector, on Dec. 31. Score for hold- 
ings at the end of the year showed 
Ehrman with 200 shares and Green 
holding 2,250. Atlas was listed as 
holding 327,812 warrants for com- 
mon, in addition to its large slug of 
actual stock. 


Contrasted with RKO transactiong 
was the rush to get rid of Keith Al- 
bee Orpheum—the sister company’s 
—papers. Some 9,000 shares of Albee 
Orpheum 7% cumulative converted 
preferred stock, held in trust for the 
children of Michael J. Meehan, was 
disposed of, leaving 17,004 shares on 
| Dec. 31. Malcolm Kingsberg, New 
York officer and director of the com- 

pany, reduced his holdings to 490 
| shares by dropping 10 shares during 
|the month, but picked up 10 shares 
lof 7% cumulative preferred voting 
| trust certificates to replace them. 

Other film transactions which made 
December an active month in this 

type of securities included purchase 

of 100 shares of Loew’s. Inc., com- 
| mon (no par value) by Al Lichtman, 
|New York officer and director, and 
purchase of four shares $25 par com- 
mon stock in Loew’s Boston Theatres 
Lichtman 





in possession of 117,787 shares of the 
Boston subsid. 

| A sellout in Trans Lux Corn. $1 
| par common was effected bv Robert 
L. Gordon, who dropped 500 shares, 
| while 200 shares of the same was acs 
lauired by Walter Siemers. Jamaica, 
Y., bringing Siemers’ holdings to 
1.200 shares. Purchase of 1.000 shares 
| 20th Century-Fox Film no nar value 
common stock by prexy Sidney R. 
Kent wound up the parade, leaving 
Kent with 3.180 shares with which to 
start the New Year. 


G. B. SHAW’S SCREEN 
ORIGINAL FOR PASCAL 


George Bernard Shaw, who a few 
years ago wouldn't even look at a 
film, is now writing an original story 
'for the screen, according to Gabriel 
Pascal, 


} 4 











who has an exclusive ar- 
|;rangement for production of Shaw 


| films. 


He refuses to reveal the nature of 
the original except that it is localed 
| ‘near Panama.’ 


K.0. ‘Nazi Spy’ Libel Suit 


Katherine Moog’s 
| against Warner Bros. 


| 


| 


libel action 
Pictures, Inc, 
was tossed out after trial by a N. Y. 
federal court jury in less than three 
minutes of deliberation on Monday 
(10). Suit had sought damages of 
$75,000 and claimed ‘Confessions of & 
Nazy Spy’ misrepresented her. 

Plaintiff had charged that the part 
played by Lya Lys in the film was 
meant to represent her. Case was 
tried for three days before Judge 
Matthew T. Abruzzo, 





Filibuster the Footage 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
S. Sylvan Simon gets the director 
chore on ‘Washington Melodrama, 
slated to start this week at Metro 
under Edgar Selwyn’s production 
guidance. 


Story, by L. Du Rocher Macpher- 
by Marion 





| : . ’ 
son, is being screenplayed 


| Parsonnet. 
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HOW TO DIVVY $12,900,000? 





H wood Spending Spree for Bway 
Plays Capped by Par’s $285,000 For 


‘Lady in Dark’; ‘Arsenic 





, Joey Sold 





Paramount's purchase of ‘Lady in 
the Dark’ on Monday (10) completed 

a week that made history in quantity 
of coin passed over by Hollywood 
for Broadway legiters. Sold at 
$285,000, a record figure for a play, 
it marked the third high-priced legit 
property to go to Hollywood in 
seven days. Others were ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ for which Warner 
Bros. paid $175,000 plus a percentage, 
and ‘Pel Joey,’ which Columbia took 
for $75,000 plus a percentage. 

‘Lady in the Dark’ buy was the 
first this season by a company which 
owns a chunk of the legit produc- 
tion. Par holds a one-third interest 
in the Gertrude Lawrence starrer, 
which works out under Dramatist 
Guild rules to rebate to it approxi- 
mately $21,500 of the $285,000 it has 
agreed to pay. It’s actual cost to the 
company will be reduced, too, of 
course, by its weekly income from 
the operating profit. 

Contract contains no mention of 
the earliest date on which Par can 
release the picture version of ‘Lady,’ 
but the company’s not counting on it 
sooner than two years from now. It 
figures the show will run at least 
that long on Broadway and the road | 
and, inasmuch as it owns a piece, it} 
will naturally not be anxious to cut} 
the legiter short by releasing the 
film. 

Manner in which Par’s percentage | 
of screen rights works out under | 
Guild rules is that ‘management’ gets | 
40% of coin from sale of rights. Of | 
this, ‘money’ gets 25% (usually 20% ie 
but inasmuch as the other money, | 
Moss Hart and Sam Harris, are also | 
in on the writer and Manager shares, | 
Par got a better break). And Par'| 
put up approximately one-third of | 
the coin, so it gets approximately | 
One-third of the 25%, actually 7.5% 
Seven-and-one-half percent of| 
$285,000 is $21,375. 


Record ‘vit price previously was | 
the $255,000 paid by RKO for ‘Room 
Service,’ with $250,000 the same stu- 
dio’s Max Gordon-Harry Goetz unit 
Paid for ‘American Way’ the runner- | 
up. Par also recently set a record 
high on the purchase of a novel, 
Ernest He mingway ’s ‘For Whom the | 
Bell Tolls,’ for which it handed over 
$100,000, but will hit $150,000 on a | 


sliding percentage deal on the gross | 
book sales. 


Sliding Deal for ‘Pal oaey" 
Col’s deal on ‘Pal Joey’ calls for 
the services of George Abbott, the 
producer, and John 0’ Hara, the au- | 
thor. Abbott will repeat his role 
on the film version, while O'Hara 
will work on the adaptation. Last 
season Abbott similarly sold his ‘Too 
Many Girls’ to RKO and produced 
it for the studio during the summer 
He’s in Florida now and is not ex- 


pected to — work on the film be- 
fore late spring 





Total nee: wr in the ‘Joey’ 
pact is understood to be around 
$200,000, of which approximately 
$75,000 was a down payment, the | 
rest to be handed over out of the | 
film’s income. ‘Joey’ originated as 
& series of articles in the form of 
letters in The New Yorker mag, 
later becoming O’Hara’s first try at 
Playwrighting. Richard Rodgers and 
— Hart did the music. Vivienne 
egal, Gene Kelly and June Havoc | 
are featured. It’s in its eighth week 
at the Barrymore theatre, 


: Warner’s deal on ‘Arsenic’ called 
or $175,000, bulk of which is to be 
— when film goes into production, 
Plus 15°, of net profit when gross 
exceeds $1,250,000. At least a two- | 
year wait is anticipated on this, just 
ies ‘Lady,’ before production can 
ie oe ‘Arsenic’ stars Boris 
peo a was written by Joseph Kes- 
at “ng and is now in its fifth week | 
€ Fulton. It was produced by | 
gee Lindsay and Russel Crouse. 
21 backers who have by now 


ee the subject of considerable 
roadway humor, 


~~ 


A. 
oe 


| $5-a-day for 


| receipts 


| resentative of Warner 
were walking in the lobby toward | 


Dembow Back at Desk 


Sam Dembow, Jr., Paramount the- 
atre department executive who suf- 


fered a broken leg early in Decem- 
ber when a taxi struck him in New 
York, returned to his desk Monday 
(10). He is in charge of home office 
contacting on operating and film 
buying matters for Par partners in 
the northern tier of states. 

Leonard Goldenson, with whom 
Dembow made numerous trips into 
the territory last year, left Thursday 
(6) for Jacksonville and Miami. 


UNION BCASTS 
FILM GROSSES 


—_——_——_— 








Detroit, Feb. 11. 
Statistics culled from VARIETY are 
hitting the air nere and the United 
Detroit Theatres (Paramount) as 
Ray Carroll, head of the Building 
Employees local, carries his fight for 
a union contract into homes. 


He has been going on the air from 


| 6:55 to 7 p.m. over WMBC using the 
VARIETY statistics to bolster his con- 


tention that the picketing of houses 
of U.D. in downtown Detroit is cut- 
ting down business, One night last 
week he told the story of ‘Phila- 
delphia Story,’ citing the figures in 
New York, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia 
and Chicago as compared to the 
grosses of the picture at the United 
Artists here to show the public was 
laying off from attendance. He quoted 
Detroit as being about half of what 


it should be. 


Carroll also is tossing plenty of 
other figures out, citing profits of 
the chain in Detroit and the salaries 
of its officials as contrasted as the 
union’s request for a 48-hour week, 
the theatre maintain- 
While the union has 


ance men. 


| pulled no men out of the houses it 


has pickets patrolling in front of the 
Michigan, United Artists, Palms- 
State and U.D. nabes as well as the 


Adams in the downtown sector, leav- | 


ing only the Fox clear. 

Premise for his present campaign 
is the fact that Detroit 
into a strong union town with the 
weighty automobile unions—now big 
enough to swing around the local 
elections—and if he can sketch out 


| the lowly wage of the maintenance 


men and impress listeners that others 
aren't passing the pickets even if no 
strike has been called he can whittle 
down biz plenty. 


‘GONE’ ALSO GOES FOR 
$1,000 IN STICKUP 


Sharon, Pa., Feb. 11. 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ playing at 
the Columbia also refers to $1,000 in 
which bandits took last 
week. Two armed bandits toted off 
the cash box at 8:30 p.m. after hold- 


| ing up an usher who was carrying it | 


from the boxoffice to the office of Pat | 
Nataro, manager. 

The holdup was staged so fast that 
several persons, including Nataro 
and Joseph Fordham, district rep- 
Bros., who 


the usher, had no opportunity to nab 


| the bandits. 





$400 Stolen 
Uhrichsville, 0., Feb. 11. 
Yeggs cracked a safe in the office 
of the State last week and obtained 
weekend receipts totaling between 
$400 and $500, manager Alves Veach 
told police, 


has grown | 


+ 


ARBITRATION CN 
BRITTON REVENUE 


Release of Frozen Money 
Creates Allocation Prob- 
lem — Columbia U. Prof 


Called In As Arbiter 








METRO’S STANCE 





For the first known time, the pic- 
ture business this week is resorting 
to arbitration before an outside ar- 
biter in deciding allocation of the 
$12,900,000 expected from Great 
Britain in the year ending next Oct. 
31. Previously the eight major com- 
panies have been able to arrive at 
a split on such bulked coin from 
countries having a frozen money 
policy through discussion and action 
within the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distribution Assn. 

Sole arbiter designated is Milton 
Handler, a Columbia University pro- 
fessor and attorney. Arbitration 
hearings began this week and a de- 
cision, which is to be final, is ex- 
pected by the end of this month. 
Metro is credited with being the 
chief objector to allocating the Brit- 
ish coin, according to 
employed in the past 12-month pe- 
riod ending last Oct. 31, but other 
large majors feel that a splitup ac- 
cording to the amount of money 
available for remittance is 
equitable than that based on a pre- 
vious three-year average. 

Metro and all signators of frozen 
coin pact, finished last Dec. 27, are 
completely satisfied with the agree- 
ment as far as the British govern- 
ment goes. Present arbitration is to 
decide on how the removable $12,- 
000,000 is to be allocated among the 
eight majors. Temporary percent- 
ages were put in effect covering the 
first 13 weeks but it is understood | 
that the arbitrated allocation agree- 
ment will apply from then on. 

$4,837,500 in 13 Weeks 


During the first 13 weeks, 
ended early this month, American 
lm ajor distributors were allowed $4,- 
| 837,5 500 out of the British Isles. Coin 
| Doce operations in November and 





December already has been received 
in U. S., but division, according to 
temporary percentage, will not. be 
' made until the conclusion of the first 
113 weeks starting last Nov. 1, agree- 
| ment with the British government 
| being that’°3742% of full year’s total 
|is remittable in this period. A like 
| amount is remitable in the second 13 
| weeks, with remaining 25%, left for 
|shipment to U. S. in the last 
months of the agreement which ends 


next Oct. 31. 
| Main contention of the larger 
|companies in pleas before the ar- 
biter are expected to be briefly 
‘We rked hard during the pa 
year and we are entitled to get ou 
our share of tl I Durir the 
ope! on of tl f frozen col: 
pact Britain, each company had 
certain bank drafts ink loans and 
forward contra 1 were willin 
to go along. Metro ost voluble 
now protesting against any iIn- 
volved percentage method as being 
| unscientific. 


As with other larger companies. it 
is understood, that Metro figures its 
percentage of the total should be 
| predicated on volume of business 


| done (hence the amount available 


the pact. Also that if the 
method used in the first year coin 
agreement is employed, the larger 
companies having big volume of cur- 


irent business would have large 
| blocks of money frozen in Great 
Britain while smaller companies 
might conceivably have minor 
amounts or no money frozen in Eng- 
land. 


‘If earned’ clause in contract is 


percentages | 


more | 


for remittance) during operation of | 
same | 


| It 


expected to figure prominently in ar- | 


' bitration 


proceedings. 








} 
| 
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Despite Much Bad Weather and Flu, 


January Grosses Up, and Predicted 
194] First Quarter Will Be Strong 





All in Day’s Work 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Mahomet came to the moun- 
tain because he couldn't move it, 
but the boys at Warners not only 
move it but put it on a turning 
table for 16 shots. The moun- 
tain is required in ‘Sergeant 
York,’ with various shades of 
day and night lighting. 

John Hughes, art director, 
has evolved a revolving table, 
35 feet in diameter, which turns 
the mountain to meet the diverg- 
ing lighting effects. Construc- 
tion job required a crew of 75 
workmen in three shifts for 10 
days. 


ZANE GREY T0 











TAKE ENCORES 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

All remakes of Zane Grey proper- 
ties which it owns are being pre- 
pared by 20th-Fox following recep- 
tion of the novelist’s ‘Western Union.’ 

Among makeovers will be ‘Last of 
Duanes,’ which was done four times 
as a silent, and ‘Riders of Purple 
Sage,’ a three-timer. 


LUBITSCH DUE EAST 





FOR ‘FEELING’ PREEM 


| are among those that have been hard 
Lubitsch, who just wound| hit by bad snowstorms and rain. 





Ernst 


i‘. 
o 








In spite of the bad weather and a 
lot of flu throughout the country, 
January grosses have showed good 
improvement on an average and, 


with defense as an encouraging fac- 
tor, it is predicted that the first 
quarter of 1941 (January, February, 
March) will be away ahead of the 
same three months last year. Among 
other things, pointed to are businees 
indices which indicate a strong up- 
ward trend. 


While operators report that Janu- 
ary receipts were on the incline, with 
boxoffice showing better strength 
generally, in money figures a com- 
parison with January, 1940, is dif- 
ficult because ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
was getting wide circulation at that 
time last year. However, picture on 
general release started getting into 
various scattered first-run dates to- 
ward the end of the past month. 

The first week of January was ex- 


cellent, it is claimed, while the 
second was off a bit. Third and 
fourth were successively strong, 
however, and with the quality of 


product coming, it is believed both 
February and March will far out- 
distance any month during 1940, also 
topping this January. Big improve- 
ment for creation of a much better 
national average is looked for, es- 
pecially in industria] areas. 

Both holiday weeks (Christmas- 
New Year’s) were substantially bet- 
ter than a year ago, and for the four 
weeks from Dec. 15, 1940 to Jan. 15, 
embracing both of the holidays, the 
take was well over the correspond- 
ing period 12 months prior. This is 
also hailed as a healthy indication. 

East’s Brutal Weather 


New York and other eastern areas 


In 


up work on ‘That Uncertain Feel-|5°me parts of the country a dif- 


ing,’ is expected east 
weeks to search for a story for his 


next film. He’ll also remain for the | 
preem of ‘Feeling.’ It is set for the 
Radio City Music Hall around 





Producer 
production 
| July 1. His partner in 
Artists release, Sol Lesser, 


| ing on the script of ‘Strange Victory,’ 


six | 


which he expects to get into produc- 
tion around March 1. It will be re- 


hopes to get his next} 
before the cameras by | 
a United | 
is work- | 


leased on the current season’s slate. | 


Lou Hyman, 
ser-Lubitsch, arrived in New York 
last week with the print of ‘Feeling.’ 





isaisile Ex Charges 
‘Brat’ Lifted by 20th 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Helen Mitchell Lawson, former 
wife of Oliver Morosco, stage pro- 
jucer, filed a damage suit against 
20th-Fox, Jane Withers, Sol Wurtzel 
and others, charging that the plot of 
the stage play, ‘The Brat,’ was used 
without her consent. 

Complaint state that 20th-Fox 
ised the theme and dialog of ‘The 
Brat’ for the picture, ‘The Girl From 
Avenue A.’ Action asserts that 20th- 
Fox will receive approximately $250,- 
000 for distribution of the picture, 
and asks an accounting and an in- 


junction to prevent further exhibi- 
tions. 


Fessier’s 3-Ply Trek 


Michael Fessier, screen writer, 
who has been east for some time, 
left New York for the Coast last 


week to confab on sale of one of his 
story properties, huddle on a pos- 
sible studio job and to help prepare 


exec assistant to Les- | 


in about four | 


ference isn’t created because they 
are always affected by snow, cold, 
| etc., such as the northwest but this 
year the midwest, for instace, set 
new records on tough weather. Ad- 
ditionally, widespread cases of flu, 
pneumonia and other illnesses have 
held down a January take that would 
have been even more inspiring. The 
Friday (7) all-day cloudburst in New 
York hit the b.o.’s brutally, opera- 
tors report. 

Claim in some showmen quarters 
that industry is actually better now 
than in 1929 would seem to be borne 
out by the business index of the N Y, 
Times which slipped below an esti- 
| mated normal on biz activity in 1940 
through which the plunge started in 
1930 after the crash, but since Sep- 
tember last has steadily climbed. 
Based on steel output, cotton mill 
activity, carloadings, lumber pro- 
duction, automobile activity, etc., the 


| N.Y. Times index shows that busi- 


ness has actually passed the high of 


| 1929. 


|ture Theatre Owners 


Unemployment is also down, the 
latest available figures indicating 
that no more than around 5,000,000 
are now Off payrolls. During 1940 
statistics show that placement of 
workers, including in public employ- 
ment, essen 9% 


FAVOR HOLLYWOOD FOR 
MPTOA SPRING CONY. 


Hollywood is favored as the site 
of a convention of the Motion Pic- 
of America 


| some time this spring or early sum- 


for the opening of a play he has | 


written. 
Play is ‘The Three in the Forest,’ 
| which Eddie Dowling will produce 
will preem either in Los Angeles 
or San Francisco in about eight 
weeks 


mer but no plans were set when Ed 
Kuydendall, president. was in New 
York Friday (7). MPTOA prez left 
early Saturday morning (8) for Co- 
lumbus, Miss., from which point he 
will probably contact association di- 
rectors on the matter. 

MPTOA is anxious to hold a na- 
tional powwow this year to discuss 
the new system of buying that will 
prevail on the '941-42 product and 
to mastermind other matters of @ 

eneral nature. There was no con- 


vont y Iact year 
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Spotting ‘A’ Film at 9-9:30 PM. Seems Withers 27th Pic It’s 


To Be an Aid to the B.0. in NY.-N.J. 
Area; Experiment Being Extended 





A superficial study of the policy of | 
spotting No. 1 features on duals at 9 | putting on the No. 1 features at 9 ‘to return to the home lot in ‘Coast 
or 9:30 at night for the final showing 


would indicate that theatres are tak- 
ing a step in the right direction, but 
results at the boxoffice are vague at 


cerned, and in New Jersey 
Warners have around 30 houses in 
the policy. Meantime, on all sides 
favorable comments are being re- 
ceived from patrons who, it is added 
by operators, will have to be edu- 
cated to the new policy before any 
definite check can be obtained. 

A few scattered RKO theatres 
have been testing the switch on 
scheduling of duals for a sufficient 
number of weeks to indicate that in- 
creased revenue is resulting, to- 
gether with development of good | 
will, especially among the oe 
feature fans. It would appear on 
cursory study of the situation that 
business is up between 6 and 9, but 
less from there on than it was pre- 
viously. However, the total atten- 
dance from 6 p.m. to closing has in- | 
creased through « heavier business 
up to 9 as a counteractant of the dip 
from thereon. 


Jersey Experiment 


Warners, which may extend the 9 
p.m. policy further, installed it some- 
time ago in the Oranges in New Jer- | 
sey, where it operates nine houses | 
in duals. Don Jacocks, zone man- | 
ager in the territory, who was re- | 
sponsible for initiating the change in 
scheduling subsequently has spread 
it around 30 houses. In a few spots | 
where tried it has been found im- | 
practical, largely in downtown busi- 
ness districts. Policy of main pic- 
tures at 9 or 9:30 seems to be work- 
ing out best, with increased revenue 
reported, in the suburban areas 
Experience of Warners is that night 
business has gone up in volume. 

Warners is testing another policy 
in two New Jersey towns, East 
Orange and Montclair, where the 
secondary feature has been replaced 
by approximately an hour of news- 
reels. It is working out satisfactorily 
in the two houses under experiment 
and this policy may be extended. 

Loew’s adopted the 9 o’clock main- 
feature showings in 31 houses last 
Thursday (6). Thus the first week 
of the policy will not finish until to- 
night (Wed.) but in probably three 
weeks C. C. Moskowitz, executive 
Loew operator, believes the circuit 
will have a fairly good line on the 
situation. 


Greater New York houses and also 


into theatres out-of-town where 
double bills are played. 
Contending that basically the 9 


o’clock plan is a sound policy, Mos- 


kowitz adds for the benefit of the | 


single-feature devotees, ‘Why make 


it difficult for people to see a popu- | 


lar entertainment?’ He also noted 
the importance to educate the public 
to the new policy. 

RKO has found, so far, that certain 
patrons come to 


not knowing that the time has been 
moved down. 
in in such cases but comment most 
often has been favorable as regards 
the change in policy, such patrons 
adding they’ll come next time at 9 
o'clock. 

33 RKO Houses 

Originally taking the initiative in 
New York in revising evening sched- 
ules so that top features on twin 
bills would go on at 9 or 9:30, the 
RKO circuit today (Wed.) moves 
numerous additional houses into the 
policy for a total of 33 in the Great- 
er N. Y. area. 

The theatres are divided into two 
groups. One will throw the No. 1 
picture on at 9.p.m. sharp, while’the 
scheduling for the others will be at 
9:30, with the second feature in each 
case to close up the house. In ad- 
dition to New York and Brooklyn 
houses, five on Long Island and two 
in Westchester are affected. 

RKO originally singled out the 
86th St. N. Y., as an experimental 
station in which to test the value 
of the best film at the more con- 
venient evening hours, results in 
business here encouraging the spread 
of the policy. 

Understood that as far back as 
1936 one of RKO’s leading division 
managers and a veteran showman 
from the old vaudeville days. 





| 
this early date except so far as a} 
couple of RKO operations are con-| 
where | 


iat one or two houses 


|of the evenng is 


By that time Loew’s may | 
move the same policy into additional | 


their theatres al- | 
ready in the 9 p.m. policy as late as | 
10 expecting to see the top feature, | 


They have not gone! 


Charles McDonald, recommended | 
o'clock. Circuit did not act on it 
at that time but all along McDon- 
ald has strongly favored the policy. 

It is believed that top features at 
better hours will become standard 
throughout the country, although in 
many situations theatres do not keep | 
open as late as in N. Y. and thus | 
people are out before midnight even 
if sitting through two films. Plan, 
however, is being studied by chains 
and exhibs over wide areas, it is | 
understood, with a possible view to 
increasing revenue through further 
encouragement of the single feature 
fans. 


Coast’s Been Doing It For 
Years With Good Results 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Screening the A feature around 9 
o'clock at night, the normal peak | 
hour in many theatres, is nothing 
new in this area. Plan has been 
worked more or less for past several 
years to excellent results. 

Frequent tagging of prints ‘here 


, between two aud three houses often 


results in the A picture being shown 
first in the} 
evening, but the other house benefits | 
and gets the outstanding film to wind | 
up its first show of the evening. | 
In houses where the B picture or- 
dinarily is screened first, it is rarely | 
ever necessary to run it in full the 
second time as theatres are mostly | 
emptied long before the final picture 
totally run off. 
In the local first runs, where shows 
are continuous, time of A feature at 
the night showings depends largely 
on the schedule. Attempt is made to 
run the A or ‘draw’ feature so that 
it hits the night peak crowd, but this 
schedule is not always possible. 
Experience hereabouts is that nor- 
mal peak hour is around 8 o'clock, 
with bulk of patronage in by 9. | 
There are, of course, exceptions to 
this, as in the case of giveaway nights 
when houses usually are packed as 
early as 7:30. Also on Saturday 
nights when ow! shows are given in 
most of the city houses, with a late 


| draw for these performances. 


‘In Chicago the Main Idea 


| Is to Plug the Giveaways 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
| Chicago exhibitors have taken cog- 


| nizance of but have not placed too, 


much individual importance upon 
the experiments of eastern circuits 
regarding the spotting of the top 
feature on a dual bill at the ‘better’ 
hour at 9-9:30 p.m. That is due pri- 
marily to the fact that the local ex- 
hibitors are too interested in giving 
away money, dishes, china, stockings, 
books to pay any attention to their 
pictures. 


They feel that it may work out all 


right in the east when the key thea- 
tres are giving genuine advertising 
| space to tell their patrons about the 
| time spotting, Chicago 
this space is more valuable to tell 
about the special free gifts. 

After all, contend the general ex- 
hibitors, as Balaban & Katz goes so 
goes the town, and B&K at this time 
is leading the procession with detail 
advertising on their giveaways at 
each nabe theatre and are not stress- 
| ing any particular time performance 
for the pictures. When and if any 
one picture is pointed up by B&K for 
special mention, the other theatres 
will follow suit. 

Other exhibitors feel that to state 
that their top picture starts at such- 
and-such a time would only empha- 
size the demerits of the second fea- 
ture, and would stress too much the 
disparity of quality between the two 
pictures, and this disparity is some- 
thing they want always to ignore. 


9-9:30 Sked for ‘A’ Pic 
Not As Easy As It Sounds 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 
Clarence Kaimann, head of the 
Kaimann string of North St. Louis 


ont tha s 
put that in 





ithe same hour every night. 


mann said, ‘and with the features 
|; running for varying lengths of time 
it would be impossible to advertise 
la certain hour for their showing. 
Another thing that must be 


taken 


| pictures since she signed her first 
| ticket in 1934. 


Theatre Collections, 


'as the March of Dimes campaign was 


_shows to be given in some cases and 
| special pictures booked in others. At 
i these midnight shows stage attrac- 


ison Sq. Garden, if plans carry. 
| divisions, with a chairman for each 


' bution. 


into consideration is the class of our 
| patrons. 


| 


} in 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 


Jane Withers drew a new seven- 
vear contract at 20th-Fox, effective 
next December when her current 
pact expires. Moppet has made 26 


Currently working in ‘Her First 
Beau,’ at Columbia, actress is slated 


to Coast,’ a musical. 





Benefit Shows Planned 
For Greek War Relief 


Setting up numerous committees, 








.the amusement industry division of 


the Greek War Relief Assn, of which | 
Adolph Zukor is chairman, plans a} 
drive in the theatres of the country 
the final week of March The plan 
is to enroll all the exhibitors of the | 
nation for collection of donations in | 


the lobbies much in the same manner | 





handled, 

A series of midnight shows for the 
benefit of the Greek War Relief are 
also on the agenda, with regular 


tions may also be arranged for. 
Another objective is a-Night of 
Stars type of show in four or five 
large cities, including New York, 
where it will probably be the Madi- 


The country is being split into 12 


representing exhibition and distri- 
Under these in each of the 
31 exchange centers co-hairman will 
serve for both the exhibiting and | 
selling branches. There will be two, 
co-chairmen in most cases, but three 
in some, 





— ———————— ee | 


| 
' 


‘Some leave the dishes unwashed | 


'in order to get to the first show at | 


7 o'clock. The shows generally run | 
two hours and this enables the early | 
customers to get home in time to 
wash the dishes and get to bed early. 
Then we have those who work down- 
town and can’t get home, have their 
evening meal and get to the theatre 
time for the first show. These 


| patrons take their time, reach the 


| home. 


nabes, observes that the mechanics | 
of the business prevent the skedding | 
of the A feature, of a dual bill, at | 


‘St.| the wage scale union labor { - 
Louis is a two-feature town,’ Kai- | o~ 


theatre between 8:30 and 9 o’clock | 
and take their time about getting | 
It is not what we would like | 
but what we are compelled to do that | 
'makes the situation so uncertain If} 
all feature pictures were of the same | 
| length we might be able to work out | 
a plan whereby the A picture could | 
be shown at a certain time. Until) 
that happy medium is reached we 
just can’t do it.’ 
Fred Wehrenberg, 
MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois, and owner of a| 
string of nabes in South St. Louis | 


prez of the 


and St. Louis County, said his houses | 
have been following a policy of| 
showing the A feature twice and the | 
B talent once each evening. ‘We 
have found from experience that the 
larger percentage of our customers 
want to see only the No. 1 pic. They | 
come to our box offices, inquire | 
when the A pic is scheduled to be | 
shown and either wait in the lobby | 
or gO away and come back as it be- 
By screening the A picture 
between 9 and 9:30 p.m. we have} 
found that the b.o. take is better. 

‘When the A feature is of consid- 
erably greater length than the av- | 
erage we move up our opening time, 
advertise the fact and the customers 
are not disappointed.’ 

Louis Ansell, of the Ansell Bros. 
circuit, another indie chain, said the 
current policy is to show the A fea- 
ture at 7 p.m. and again around 10 
p.m. He said he is acquainted with 
the move to arrange the pic sked, 
/so as to show the A feature around | 
'9 p.m. and that policy is being | 
studied. ‘If the first run houses ar- | 
‘range such a sked,’ Ansell said, ‘we 
probably will fall in line. But we 
are handicapped by the varying 
jleneth of some of the features that 
make {t impossible to run a big! 
|feature at the same hour for each 
program. If we were to arrange such 
a schedule at present our shows 
would run into overtime and with 


Zins, 


ting it would not be profitable. We 
want to accommodate our patrons 
and if there is a strong demand for | 
the A feature chowine hetween 9 
and 9:30 pm. we nrohobly will ac- | 
-AmmMoadate the demand.’ 


| Ostenberg, E. 


| spending 


| ganization of Universal 


Schine Puts Each Rochester Mer. On 
His Own; Exchange-Theatre Briefs 





Schines’ New Setup 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 11. 

Shift in Schine policy eliminates 
city manager and puts each house 
manager on his own under super- 
vision of Frank Boucher, zone man- 
ager. In accompanying shakeup for- 
mer city manager Bud Silverman 
becomes manager of the Madison, 
and Harry Stern comes from Ken- 
tucky as manager of the Riviera, re- 
placing Louis Levitch, transferred to 
the Granada, Buffalo, 

Sol Shafer, long a power in the 
Schine Rochester organization and 
lately manager of the Liberty, has 
gone to Florida for three months’ 
vacation. Pop Geer moves from 
Lockport to replace. Manager Clay- 
ton Cornell, State, transferred to 
Tupper Lake with Alden Allen, as- 
sistant, Monroe, taking charge of the 
State. Manager Hy Gordon, Cameo, 
goes to Amsterdam, and Ben Cole- 
man moves in from Tupper Lake. 
Bob Meagher, advertising assistant, 
and Marguerite Trickey, city man- 
ager’s secretary, join Seymour Dist. 
Corp. Schines operate 12 theatres in 
Rochester area. 

George Cameron, manager Schine’s 
Strand, Seneca Falls, shifted to Para- 
mount, Glens Falls, and Bradley 
Bodenstein, Andrews, Salamanca, re- 
places. 

Village of Clifton Springs is with- 
out film entertainment for first time 
in several years with closing of Pal- 
ace theatre in litigation over sound 
equipment. Manager Nickolas Raf- 
fay said his attorney advised shut- 
tering until settlement of dispute 
with RCA. He said equipment was 
installed under weekly payment con- 
tract and a number of payments 
were missed by former lessee. Pres- 
ent management seeks adjustment of 
amount claimed due. 

) 
Rick’ Ricketson Reelected 
Denver, Feb. 11. 

Frank H. (Rick) Ricketson, Jr., 
president and general manager of 
Fox Intermountain Theatres, was re- 
elected president of the Rocky 
Mountain Screen Club. Other offi- 
cers named include Joe H. Ashby, 
Robert» Hill, vice-presidents; Henry 
A. Friedel, treasurer; Ross Bluck, 
secretary; and Albert J. Gould, Jr., 
counsel. Directors include these of- 
ficers and William Agren, A. P. 
Archer, Buzz Briggs, Duke Dunbar, 
Jack Langan, Jap Morgan, Dr. John 
Zarit and R. J. Garland. The execu- 
tive committee includes Ricketson, 
Ashby, Hill, Friedel, Bluck, R. J. 
Morrison and Mickey Gross. 

John H. Bock, 33, booker for 
Gibralter Theatres, died at a Denver 
hospital following influenza and com- 
plications. 

Arthur Bratton now operating the 
Ovid theatre, Ovid, Colo., having 
leased same from the former man- 
ager, H. H. Homer. 

The consent decree, arbitration 
and war relief were the principal 
topics under discussion at a special 
meeting of the directors of the Gib- 
ralter Enterprises, held at their Den- 
ver headquarters. Attending were 
C. R. Gilmour, E. J. Schulte, W. H. 
John Greer, E. W. 
Murphy and Everett 





Ward, T. F. 
Cole. 

Over 1,000 candy bars, valued at 
$30, was the loot when the Santa Fe 
theatre here was broken into. 

Fox Intermountain Theatres are 
$20,000 on the Rialto at 

alsenburg, Colo., doing a new front, 
new seats and a general working 
over. 





Russell in Louisville 
Louisville, Feb. 11. 

Gene Russell, formerly with the 
Paramount and Princess in Nashville, 
has assumed his new post as assist- 
ant manager at the Mary Anderson, 
Libson house on Fourth avenue. 
Will act as aid to Clifford Buechel, 
aa after the Libson interests 
ocally. 





Long Adds Trio 
Freeport, Texas, Feb. 11. 
The Port, Ora and Freeport thea- 
tres owned and operated here by 
M. N. Busse and the Carl Milentz 
interests, have sold the houses to 
the J. G. Long circuit. 





Jack Keegan Set 
Detroit, Feb. 11. 

For many years with Warners and 
most recently district manager of 
Warner theatres in Milwaukee, Jack 
Keegan will become head of film 
buying for United Detroit Theatres 
chain here starting Feb. 14. He was 
assigned to the post by Earl J. Hud- 
son, head of U.D. 





Stokes’ 13 Houses 
Corpus Christi, Texas, Feb. 11. 

Sam Stokes, formerly manager of 
three McAlester (Okla.) houses, 
takes over managerial duties here 
of a chain of 13 houses in and about 
em city with headquarters in this 
city. 





Fellerman Heads Big U Club 
Harry Fellerman, a salesman, was 
elected prez of the Big U Club, or- 
; exchange 
employees in New York, on Saturday 
(8), Others chosen were Fred Mayer, 
accessories 1 : y Ve 


Davidson, bookkeeper, treasurer 
Rose Youngfield, a secretary, secre. 
tary; and Tom Goff, assistant bool 
ee sergeant-at-arms. 

ey will be inducted into Office 
at a party at the exchange on F; iday 
(14) evening. 


McBride to Boston 
Providence, Feb. 11. 

Ed McBride, manager of Loew's 
State, transferring to similar post at 
State, Boston, Wednesday (12). Jack 
Simons, manager of Loew’s, Hart. 
ford, taking over McBride's post 
here. 








Leigh’s Schine Spot 
Syracuse, Feb. 11, 
Stockton Leigh, of New York, new 
manager of RKO-Schine Keith's 
Formerly with Walter Reade and 
Warner houses in New Jerscy. 


R.A. ROWLAND’S UA KEY 
COVERAGE WITH ‘BISHOP’ 


Tour of virtually all United Art- 
ists exchanges is being made by 
Richard A. Rowland, producer of 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ which UA 
is distributing. He’s appearing at 
press screenings of the film and 
otherwise aiding UA exploiters in 
gaining publicity space for the ple. 
ture. 

Rowland started Jan. 27 and will 
wind up the tour Feb. 17 in New 
Orleans, after which he'll return to 
the Coast. He'll skip only Denver 
and Salt Lake City exchanges. 


20th’s ‘Tobacco Road’ bag 
Intrigues Film Buyers 














Theatre operators and buyers who 
deal with 20th-Fox have been in- 
vited to try to guess the number of 
persons who will attend “Tobacco 
Road’ on its opening day at the 
Roxy, N. Y., Thursday (20). The man 
coming closest to actual attendance 
clocked on that day will receive a 
21-jewel watch. 

As a guide for the guessers, 20th 
is furnishing attendance figures 
chalked up on opening days by vari- 
ous pictures that have played the 
N. Y. Roxy. 

Buyers-operators are going for the 
gag, sending in their estimates of 
what ‘Tobacco’ will do, in terms of 
patronage, on the first day. 


|20th Names Gabe Yorke 
Western Div. Exploiteer 


Gabe Yorke was named western dl- 








vision promotion manager for 20th- 
Fox this week by Charles E. Mc- 
|Carthy, ad-publicity director. Yorke 


| 
| 


| will headquarter in Los Angeles to 
supervise promotion work in collab- 
oration with exhibitors showing 20th- 
Fox product. He’s presently on & 
visit in N.Y. 

Yorke was publicity chief for Fox- 
West Coast theatres and after that 
ad manager for Fox Film Corp. He 
left in 1935 and subsequently became 
Paramount ad-publicity director on 
the Coast. In 1937 h> went with the 
Hays organization on the Coast as 
head of the Advertising Advisory 
council. 


Tommy Guns Wili Bark 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 





Gladys George and Barton Mae- 
|} Lane get the top spots in ‘Hit the 
Road,’ scheduled to roll Feb. 17 at 


Universal with Joe May direct! 


lp. 


Story deals with the St. Valentine's 
Day mass gangster slaying in Chl- 
cago. 

? 
Plan ‘Eve’ Blowout 

Paramount is framing a _ huge 
‘Garden of Eve’ premiere cocktail 


party in New York for ‘Lady Eve’ 
to be held in the next few weeks. 
Feature is set for release early im 
March. 

Astoria, L. I., studios, or a com 
parably large auditorium with 3.000 
or more capacity, is being mulled by 
the publicity forces for the shindig. 





Clark’s Par Creeper 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Paramount signed Colbert Clark as 





James | 


“n associate producer, with ‘Among 


tha Tiy'ne’ ng his first assic¢nment. 
Meteeo featuring Albert Dekke?, 
is based on a horror tale. 
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Stase Shows Again Rescue Chi: 
‘Mothers -Andrews-Krupa 456, 
‘Suez -Vaude 226, H.0.s Strong 





Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Snow and sleet over the week-end 
clipped the wings of the box-offices 
somewhat, but those houses with suf- 
ficiently strong product plowed 
through successfully despite the drag 
of the weather. ’ 

Again stage attractions came to the 
fore to lift up the front gate. There 
is a decided leaning towards stage 
power in recent weeks, and it ap- 
pears that theatres will continue to 
seek top stage support instead of 
slapping on a film with a prayer. 

At the Chicago, the Andrews Sis- 
ters are piping the shekels to a happy 
tune along with the Gene Krupa or- 
chestra and ‘Four Mothers,’ the three 
items proving too tough a competi- 
tion for snow and cold. Despite the 
weather this house is riding to a 
prilliant week. And across the street 
in the State-Lake, the stage is again 
the savior of the boxoffice life. New 
unit, ‘Screwballs of 1941’ is getting 
No. 1 billing and is slugging its way to 
one of the biggest money sessions this 
house has garnered in a long, long 
time. Had ‘em standing in line in 
face of a blinding snowstorm. 

Elsewhere the best notes are being 
struck by the holdovers. ‘Kitty Foyle 
is the money-maker of the season and 
is winging its way brilliantly in the 
Palace on its sixth week, while at 
the United Artists ‘Philadelphia’ con- 
tinues in its third week with strong 
wicket action. 

Apollo has been taken over by Dis- 
ney for ‘Fantasia’ which opens a two- 
a-day run on Feb. 18. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Son Cristo’ (UA) (2d and final 
week). Slouching to mild $4,000 for 
last seven days, with house going 
dark this week for a short lay-off for 
mechanical adjustments prior to 
opening of ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) next 
week. Disney has taken house cn 
option until 1943. Last week, ‘Cristo’ 
took so-so $5,900. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and stage show 
with Andrews Sisters and Gene 
Krupa. Trio is big favorite in this 
town, and adding plenty of lustre at 
the gate. Krupa band just finished 
long stay 


nifty $45,000. Last week, 
Called Love’ (Col) and Gertrude Nie- 
sen headlining, tagged okay $33,100. 

Garrick 


—Thing Called Love’ (Col). Moved 


here from the Chicago and going to | 


all right $4,500. Last week, ‘Second 
Chorus’ (Par) second loop session 
managed fair $3,800. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Down Miami 
Way’ unit on stage. 
the picture, and the deal indicates 
pay-out of $14,000, good enouch. 
Last week, ‘Red Hair’ (WB), satis- 
‘factory $14,400, 
wr alace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Springs’ (RKO) (6th week). Has had 
rousing money stay. Probably finish- 
ing this week with $11,000, after 
coming up with hotcha $12,200 last 
week. ‘Buck Privates’ (U) is due 
in for a short stay prior to ‘Back 
Street’ (U). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
15)- ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) (2d 


wk). Managed fine $14,400 last week, 


but comment is weak and film is sag- 
Ging currently to $9,500. 
qe dbate-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Screwballs 
of 1941’ unit on stage. 
the stage attraction the wicket whirls 
atad 
to snappy $22,000, which means turn- 
away business. Last 
and and Jackie Heller combined to 


furnish boxoffice power to ‘Escape | 


Glory’ (Col) for healthy $17,900. 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
85-55-65-75) — ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) 
(34 wk). Picture has the femmes 
straining for a peek at the screen 
~ holding to fine $12,000 currently 
oflowing brilliant $17,300 last week. 


INDPLS, ICE HURTING 


‘STREET’, FAIR $6,500 


| $28,500. 





Bi Indianapolis, Feb. 11. 
thi iz ig steady in the downtown belt 
tant week, with coin being distrib- 

ed on worth of marquee strength. 
St t disappointment is ‘Back 
ee dualled with ‘Mme. 

nga at the Indiana, which is be- 


low expectations. The weather man’s | 


@ars are burning, though, as he takes 
Part of the blame, for countryside is 


dangerous to travel because of ice. 
Oew's is healthy for the second 
thinggement looking forward to a 
“ Td week unless a last-minute re- 
es Sets in. Circle is puny dualling 
sible Woman’ played over ‘No. 
® Nanette’ in the display ads. 
Tig has been given a transfusion 


+ 





in the Hotel Sherman. | 
Combination is strong and headed for | 
‘Thing | 


(B&H) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 


| and ‘Let's Make Music.’ are off 


Strictly up to! 


Strictly on | 
izzy nace this week, whizzing | 


week Sally | 


| Revue.’ 
/but management figured town was 


La | 


; ‘Gone’ 
: ' this spot following two at the Penn. 
week of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ with | 





of cash with ‘Honeymoon for Three’ 
on the screen and ‘Stars Over Holly- 
wood’ on stage, helped by Simone 
Simon and Dorothea Kent. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Invisible Woman’ (U) and 
‘Nanette’ (RKO). Weak $5,600. 
Last week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 
‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
okay $5,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘La Zonga’ 
(U). Disappointing $6,500, but in the 
black. Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Springs’ (RKO), very good $9,200. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 40-55)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still blow- 
ing strong at $12,000, with possible 
third week in sight Last week, 
socko $16,000, hampered only by 
lack of turnover occasioned by length 
of picture. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Honeymoon for Three’ (WB) and 
‘Stars Over Hollywood’ on stage. 
Okay $9,000. Last week, ‘Meet 
Missus’ (Rep) and Gray Gordon orch 
on stage, just over the line at $8,200. 


STORY,” 317,000, 
GREAT IN 2D 
PITT. WK. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 11. 

Biz still] booming, and chiefly with 
h.o.’s at that. Only a couple of sit- 
uations have new pix and they’re 
holding their own, but not in the 
same league with the smash click- 
eroos which are hanging around for 
r 








uns. 
‘Philadelphia Story’ is still crock- 
ing ’em in second week at Penn, and 
moves Friday (14) to another spot, 
either Warner or Ritz, for continua- 
tion of downtown engagement while 
‘Gone With the Wind’ in fourth week 
at Warner, looks set to go at least 
one more and possibly two. ‘This 





Thing Called Love’ is winding up 
month’s stay at Senator to excellent 
biz, and combo of ‘Son of Monte | 
Cristo’ and ‘La Conga Revue’ is do- 
ing well at Stanley. Only Fulton, | 
with ‘Land of Liberty’ and ‘Keeping | 
Company,’ and Ritz, with ‘Convoy’ | 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 25-40)-— | 
‘Keeping Company’ (M-G) and ‘Land 
Liberty’. (M-G), DeMille’s historical 


/compilation got the top billing and 


every effort was made to build it into 
something big, but public isn’t buy- 
ing. Doubtful if ceiling will be more 
than $2,900. Last week ‘East River’ 
(WB), about a grand better than 
that. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Phila. Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Big h.o. trade for Hepburn hit and 
should be good for at least addi- 
tional fortnight at either Warner or 
Ritz. Has to move from here to 
make way for ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
on Friday (14). On h.o. should top 


| $17,000, great, on top of $24,500 open- 


ing session. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Make 
Music’ (RKO) and ‘Convoy’ (RKO). 
Papers went to town on British 
propaganda picture, but again a case 
of the cash customers refusing to 
buy. Won't do $2,000, way under 
pay dirt. Last week “Texas Rangers’ 
(Par) and ‘Earl Carroll's’ (Par), sur- 


| prised at $2,500, best a first-run twin- 


ner has done at this spot since it 
ceased functioning as a subsequent 


playdate. 
Senator (1,700; 25-35-50)—‘Called 
Love’ (Col) (4th wk). One of the 


surprise clicks of the season. Wind- 
ing up month’s run to around $4,600, 
swell, and jam of product only rea- 
son it’s coming out. ‘Western Union’ 
(20th) opens tomorrow (12). Last 
week, ‘Love’ got around $6,500, with 
four-week engagement totaling great 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Monte Cristo’ (UA) and ‘La Conga 
No names in stage show, 


about ripe for a congarumba show 
and it was right. At $17,000, house 
should show a: slight profit in view 
of the low-cost stage show. Last 
week, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 
Larry Clinton’s band, disappointing 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-55)— 
(M-G) (4th wk). Second at 


p | at $16,000. 
covered with snow and roads are | 


Has plenty of stuff left and should 
move up around the $6,000 figure. | 
Last week it was almost $11,000. 
May stick here, but if it doesn’t, 
goes to the Ritz, whereupon ‘Phila 
Stor * will move to Warner. Other- 
wise Hepburn will go to the Ritz. } 


with ‘Four 
Dark, Handsome’ is sad for Keith’s. 


combo Shubert to an 
House has ‘Play Girl’ on the screen. 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). 
over from Albee for second week. 
Slow $4,000. 
‘Arizona’ (Col) (2d run). 


‘Four Mothers’ 
Same last 


Dull 
, Called Love’ 
for third week on main line. 


$4,500, lowest 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 13 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(18th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia ’(Disney ) 
(14th wk). 

Capitol—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (4th wk). 

Criterion — ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 15) 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(8th wk). 

Music Hall—-‘This Thing Called 
Love’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety Dec. 25) 

Paramount — ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
(3d wk). 

Rialto—‘The Devil Commands’ 
(Col). 

Rivoli—‘Back Street’ (U) (11). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Roxy—‘Western Union’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

State—‘Buck Privates’ (U). 

(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 5) 

Strand—Honeymoon for Three’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


Week of Feb. 20 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(19th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(15th. wk). 

Capitol—‘Go West’ (M-G). 

Criterion — ‘The Mad Doctor’ 
(Par). 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ 
(9th wk). 

Music Hall—‘This Thing Called 
Love’ (Col) (2d wk). 

Paramount—You’re the One’ 
(Par) (19). 

(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 5) 

Rialte—‘Road Show’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli—‘Back Street’ (U) (2d 
wk). 

Roxy—'Tobacco Road’ (20th). 

Strand— ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
(WB) (21). 


(UA) 


Was a 


(UA) 


(20th) 








‘STREET’ 146, 
CINCY 0-50, 





Cincinnati, Feb. 11. 
General results show a gain of 


several notches over last. week, yet 


not enough to make exhibs smile. 
Cold was-a b.o. setback Saturday 
(8). Last week the pic parlors felt 
the sting of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ which 


| set a local legit record at the Taft | 
auditorium. sh 
Cincy locale of ‘Back Street’ is 


giving the picture steam, and it is 
racking up a big figure for the Al- 
bee. 
er this week, but returns are n.s.h. 
ox the Palace. Grand is doing fair 
Mothers,’ while ‘Tall, 


Milt Britton’s band is perking the 
okay mark. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Film’s Cincy lo- 
cale rated extra art and type space 


by dailies, and aroused added 
amount of public chatter. Big $14.- 
000. Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 


Smith’ (RKO), good $12,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
Move- 


Same last week on 


Family (RKO) _ (1,000; 


(Rep) and ‘Black Parrot’ (WB). 


Average $2,100. Ditto last week for 
‘Swimming Hole’ 
mance Rio Grande’ 
with ‘Doomed Caravan’ 
‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep). 


(Mono) and ‘Ro- 
(20th), divided 
(Par) and 


33-40-50 )— 
Fair $4,500. 
‘Honeymoon 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 
(WB). 


week with 


Three’ (WB). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—‘Tall, Dark’ (20th). Very bad 
$2,000. Last week. ‘Second Chorus’ 
(Par) (2d run), poor $3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB). Trans- 


ferred from Grand for second week. | 


$2,500. Last 


(Col). 


week, ‘Thing 
Allright $3,000 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Sierra’ (WB). Nis.h. $8,500. Last 
week, six days, 


hbvonyg (Par), 
ere for a long time. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 


‘Play Girl’ (RKO) and vaude topped 
by Milt Britton’s band. Okay $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Henry’ (Par) and variety 


layout headlined by Ada Leonard 


orchestra, fairly good $10,500. 





Wood on ‘Kings Row’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Sam Wood draws the directing job 
n ‘King’s Row,’ at Warners. 
Casey Robinson is whipping 
screenplay. 





| week), 


‘High Sierra’ is the No. 2 tug-|jin pale 


| week starting Saturday 
15-28)— | 
‘Girls 21’ (Col) and ‘Friendly Neigh- | 
bors’ (Rep), split with ‘Behind News’ 


up the 
} Dark’ 


NY. Has Its Ups and Downs; ‘W.U’ 


Fast $45,000, But ‘Arizona’ Arid 
104, Honeymoon -Noble Short 286 





(Best Exploitation: Roxy) 
A mixed field holds the Broadway 


pictures finding the going tough. 
These are ‘Honeymoon For Three,’ 
at the Strand, and ‘Arizona,’ Music 
Hall’s one-weeker, both of which are 
on crutches. Standout is ‘Western 
Union,” which has been backed up by 
a good publicity-advertising-exploi- 
tation campaign. 

‘W. U.’ is making the wires sing at 
the Roxy for a strong $45,000 or bet- 
ter and goes for a second week. By 
contrast, ‘Arizona’ will be lucky to 
hit $70,000. ‘Honeymoon’ has the 
Ray Noble band with it at the Strand. 
In for two weeks, it will get only 
around $28,000. ‘Arizona’ is being 
replaced tomorrow (Thurs.) by “This 
Thing Called Love.’ 

While the weekend was generally 
very good, the better pictures receiv- 
ing a lot of support, the rainstorm on 
Friday (7) was a brutal blow to all 
b.o.s. Business on Monday (10) also 
was sub-normal. A lot of flu, pneu- 
monia and other things that are 
keeping people at home also figures. 
No doubt tne Churchill speech on 
Sunday kept others away from the 
theatres. incoln’s birthday today 
: = should help make up for that 

ent. 

_ Socking through like a Joe Louis 
is the Paramount show of ‘Virginia’ 
and Glenn Miller. Finishing the sec- 
ond week last night (Tues.) at a 
powerful $46,000, it goes a third 
stanza. The first seven days was 
$60,000, high in the grossing em- 
pyrean. 

‘Gone,’ now in its third week at the 
Capitol, will add another $38,000 or 
so to the $103,000 it has already taken 
away from the townfolk. Stays an- 
other week. Picture has not yet been 
dated for any of the other Loew 
houses in the Greater New York re- 
gion. 

‘Flight Command,” on second-run 
at the State, with a vaude table 
d’hote including Johnn McGee, 
Eunice Healy, Joan Merrill and the 
Diamond Bros., is doing very well, 
about $24,500. House gets a first- 
run, ‘Buck Privates’ (U), tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rivoli opened “Back Street’ last 
night (Tues.) after four, weeks of 
‘Kitty Foyle,’ which panned out 
rather profitably, final week being 
$15,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2,20) 
—'‘Dictator’ (UA) (18th week). Last 
week (17th), $14,500, good. Likely to 
depart soon, with Par possibly tak- 
ing house for ‘I Wanted Wings,’ for 


which roadshow plans are being dis- | 


cussed, 

Broadway (1,895: 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
With two extra weekend 
shows added and price for kids cut 
business last week (13th) 
took a turn upward to $24,000, ex- 
cellent. 


Capitol (4,520; 40-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) | 
$6,000. 


—Gone’ (M-G) (3d week). Coming 
down the sca@e but at $38,000 this 
week (3) still very good. Last week 
was $47,000. Starts the fourth stanza 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65) — 
‘Maisie Was Lady’ (M-G) opens to- 
day (Wed.) after a light week of 


‘Life With Henry’ (Par), only $5,500. | 
Behind that, ‘Land of Liberty’ (M-G), | Clyde McCoy orch on stage. 
|along to $8,700, good. 
(1,180; 28-35-55-85)—Night | 
| Train’ (20th) (7th week). 
| to good $7,500 and continues the run, 


$6,000, very disappointing. 
Globe 
Steaming 
with an eighth and possibly final 
(15). The 
sixth hebdomadal stint was $8,000. 
Palace (1,700; 20-35-55) — 
Sierra’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Father’s 


Son’ (WB) (1st run). This dual opens | 


today (Wed.), a day ahead of sched- 
ule. ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB) (2d run), one 
six days, mild $7,000. In ahead. ‘Hud- 
son’s Bay’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO) (1st run), $7,000, same. 


Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99 )— 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and Glenn Miller 
(3d-final week). Begins final rubber 
today after hitting a little slam at 


$46.000 on the second and big slam- 
eroo at $60,000 the first deal of the 
cards. Already plenty of profit is in 
for both distributor and theatre. 
Radio City Music Halli (5.960; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Arizona’ (Col) and 
stage show. Kicking up no dust and 
probably not over $70,000, a slow 
gallop. Last week, sixth for ‘Phila- 


| delphia Story.’ $85,000, very big. 
(750; 28-44-55)—'Face Be- | 
Doing pretty 


Rialto 
hind Mask’ (Col), 
good, $7,000. Last week, ‘Saint in 
Palm Springs’ (RKO), $7,200. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99)—‘Back 
Street’ (RKO). Opened last night 
(Tues.), following a four weeks’ en- 


| gagement of ‘Kitty Foyle,’ final ses- 
| sion being $15,000, the third near to 


$20,000. Though not a smash here, 


|*Kitty’ made good money, 


(5,835; 35 - 55 - 65 - 75 - 85)— 
(20th) and 


Roxy 
‘Western Union’ 
show. 
ing $45,000 or thereabouts. Holds 
over. Last week. second for ‘Tall 
(20th), $44,000, which, added 


| ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) 
/and vaude, including Johnny McGee, 
| Eunice Healy, Joan Merrill and Dia- 


/ably around 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (2d run) and 








(14th | 
|after previous weeks of $20,000 and 
| $15,000. 
|opens Friday (14). 


|n’'t Say No’ 
$5,300 follows good weeks of $9,500 


| (Mon.). 
| Handsome’ (20th) and ‘Make Music’ 


stage | 


This picture will get a rous-,| ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col) and ‘Caught in 


|to $52,500 the first week, meant 
é | riches. 
scene this week, with a couple new | 


State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
(2d run) 


mond Bros. Brisk going here, prob- 


$24,500. Last week 


Jim Barton, Kitty Carlisle, Dixie 
Dunbar, over $28,000, big. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Honeymoon for Three’ (WB) and 
Ray Noble. In the running just for 
exercise, only about $28,000 seen, 
Last week, second for ‘High Sierra’ 
(WB) and Henry Busse, $31,000, 
good. Current show is booked in 
for two weeks. 


BACK ST.’ LOOKS 
NEAT $8,700 
IN K.C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 11. 

Good films are available in every 
first-run this week. ‘Back Street’ is 
making a favorable impression in 
day and date bookings at the Uptown 
and Esquire. Sullavan-Boyer team 
is ringing uv the best week of the 
new year in these spots and is a 
holdover possibility. ‘Honeymoon 
for Three,’ at eam, is giving the 
house an average week. 

‘Gone With The Wind’ kept up its 
strength. at the Midland and was 
booked for a third week at the 11th 
hour. Looks like about 60% of the 
second week, still a nice figure. Or- 
pheum likewise has a third week 
holdover, second such extended run 
engagement in a row, in ‘Santa Fe 
Trail,’ which is satisfactory but not 
quite the calibre of the third week of 
its predecessor, ‘Kittv Foyle.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Opened Thursday 
(6). Doing better than anything of 
recent date here and probable hold- 
over. Combo $8,700 very nice. Last 
yer, ‘Buck Privates’ (U), mild $5,- 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 25-40-56) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). Held at last 
minute for third week’s run. Looks 
to come in around $10,000, very good 








‘The Philadelphia Story’ 


Newman (Paramount) 
28-44) — ‘Honeymoon 
(WB). 


(1,900; 10- 
for Three’ 
Light comedy getting fair 
Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par), 
so-so $5,200. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500. 10-28-44) 
—‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) and ‘Could- 
(WB) (3d wk). Nice 


and $6,800. 
Tower (Joffee) 
‘Romance Rio 


(2,110; 10-30)— 
Grande’ (20th) and 
Sailing 
Last week, 
— Dick’ (U) and vaude, $6,900, 
air. 


Sierra,’ 206, ‘Command,’ 


ad | 
siigh 


$15,000, Top Brooklyn 


Brooklyn, Feb. 11. 
Fabian Paramount, with ‘High Si- 


erra’ and ‘Night at Earl Carroll’s,’ 
and Loew’s Metropolitan. with 
‘Flight Command’ and ‘Haunted 


| Honeymoon.” are leading downtown 


deluxers this stanza. Second week 
of ‘Second Chorus’ and “Texes Rang- 
ers Ride Again’ also okav. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50)— 
‘Kitty Fovle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Springs’ (RKO). Opened yesterday 
Last week, ‘Dark and 


(RKO), five days, mild $12,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,039; 25-35-50)— 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par) and ‘Second 
Chorus’ (Par) (2d wk.). Neat $14,- 
000. Last week, strong $22,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618, 25-35-50)— 
‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). Sat- 
isfactory $15.000. Last week. ‘Com- 
rade X’ (M-G) and ‘H»llabaloo’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). good $17.000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35- 
50)—‘High Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Earl 
Carroll's’ (Par). Nifty $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (U). good $18 000. 

Strand (WB) (2.870: 25-35-40)— 


Act’ (PRC). Nice $5,000 
‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep) 


Last week, 
and ‘Street 


| Cairo’ (U), mild $4,000. 
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Frisco Badly Battered; ‘Sierra Fair 





$15,000, ‘Live’ Average At $12,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 11. 

More rain, sell-outs for legit at- 
tractions, a roller derby, a new flu 
sesh, and the opening of the Golden 
Gate Turf club across the bay took 
their bite this week. Latter’s dent 
was relatively minor, ill-fated track 
opening to record lows and winding 
up its first week with an involuntary 
petition of bankruptcy. 

General screen lineup appears to 
be lacking in magnetism this week 
and includes several holdovers. News- | 
reel taking extra space to plug ‘After 
Mein Kampf—?’ while in the nabes, 
the Princess has broken into the 
dailies with ads on ‘Blitzkrieg in 
the West.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ | 
(20th). Only a fair $15,000 in pros- | 


ect here. Last (2d) week of ‘Phila- | 
Selphia’ (M-G) and ‘Jennie’ (20th) 
finished nicely at $14,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 39-44- 
55)—‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and vaude | 
(3d wk). Record stay of the Ginger | 
Rogers opus will get $10,000 on the 
third frame. Last (2d) week,, top 
notch $14,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 


‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Invisible Wo- 
man’ (U). Not too strong. Doesn't 
look like more than $9,000. Last 
(4th-final) week of ‘Thing Called 


Love’ (Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col) 
bowed out nicely at $6,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Mad 
Doctor’ (Par). Just average $12,000 
for this duo. [Last week, ‘Tall, Dark’ 
(20th) and ‘Keeping Company’ (M- 
G) didn’t catch on here, fading at | 
$9,000. ; 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- | 
50)—‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and ‘Night | 
Train’ (20th) (moveover). Average 
$5.000. Last week, same for second 
moveover week of ‘Comrade X’} 
(M-G) and ‘Romance Rio Grande’ | 
(20th). 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- | 
40-50)—‘Long Voyage’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Very disappointing $5,500. First 
week, $8,500, under evpectations. 





Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 
—'‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th) (moveover). Shifted here 


from Fox for a third week, and may 
pick up $9,000, adequate. Last. week, 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) 
Train’ (20th), mild $11,000. 


H.0.5 FLOOD SEATTLE; 
‘LOVE’ FINE $7,000 


Seattle, Feb. 11. 
Town is flooded with holdovers this 
week. This is true of ‘Kittle Fovle’ 
at Fifth, ‘Philadelphia Story’ at M.B., 
‘Hudsen’s Bay’ at the Blue Mouse, 
and ‘High Sierra’ at Orpheum. 








New product includes ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ at the Paramount, and 
““‘his Thing Called Love’ at the 
Liberty. 


Defense spending 


manifest itself at the b.o. Around 


10,000 men are now employed at 
Boeing’s. This figure will rise to 
18.009 in the near future. Bremer- 


ton, the navy town across the Sound, 
has an all-time high of 15.000 work- 
ers, and shipping yards are tooling 
up to employ a like number of men 
in a few months. So the burg looks 
to have some free coin around, ere 
long, and amusements should get 
their share. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Everg”een) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Hudson Bay’ (20th) 
and ‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO). 


Moved over from Paramount for 
third week and heading for very 
good $2,900. Last week, ‘Victory’ 


(Par) and ‘Up in Air’ (Mono), $1,800 
slow. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900: 16-32)—‘Go West’ (M-G) and 
"Long Voyage’ (UA) (2d run). Good 
$3.300 in store. Last week ‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) and ‘South Suez’ (WB) 
(2d run), big $3,709. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(2.349; 30-40-50) — ‘Kittv Foyle’ 
(RKO) and ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Sliding at $4,100, but still fair. 


Last week, same films, $8,300, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-50)— 
— ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col). Cam- 
paign helping, and looks to land bis 
$7.000. Last week, ‘Escape Glory’ 
(Col) and ‘Blondie Trouble’ (Col), 
slow $3,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-49-50)—‘Philade'phia Storv’ 


(M-G) and ‘Shayne Detective’ (20th) | 


(4th wk). Another great $3.100. | 
meaning a fifth try. Last week $3,900 | 
great. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(2.600: 30-40-50)—'Sierra’ (WB) and 
*Where Get Girl’ (U) (2d wk). Paced 
at good $4.000. Last week, same 
films. $7.400. big. 

Paiomar (Sterling) (1,’350: 20-50)— 
‘Aunt Maggie’ (Rep) and ‘Great Mr. 
Nobody’ (WB). vlus vaude. Good 
$5.500. Last week. ‘Riding Rainbow’ 
(Ren) and ‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO). 
plus stage show, $5,800, big. 


and ‘Night | 


is beginning to, 





| Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(3,039; 30-40-50)—'Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Little Men’ 
(RKO). Very good $6,300. Last 
week, ‘Hudson's Bay’ (20th) and 


‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO) (2d wk), | 


$4,700, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 16-32) 
—Chad Hanna’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U) (2d run). Okay $2,100. | 
Last week, ‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Four 
|Mothers’ (WB) (2d run), $1,800, slow. | 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and 
‘Youns People’ (20th) (2d run). Big 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Third Finger’ 
(M-G) and ‘City Conquest’ (WB) (2d 
run), $2,300, big. 


‘Street’ Sprightly 
$10,000 in L'ville; 
Gone H. 0. Ditto 


Louisville, Feb. 11. 

(Best Exploitation: Rialto) 

Grosses at a couple downtown 
houses are fairly strong, while the 
balance are pacing for about average 
returns. ‘Gone with the Wind in 
second week at Loew’s State held up 
well over the week-end, but pace is 
slackening on latter half of the stan- 
za, and the film will probably wind | 
up its engagement next Thursday 
(13). ‘Back Street’ at the Rialto is 
the town’s bright spot, exploitation 
and plenty of newspaper space. help- 
ing tremendously to mark up a grat- | 
ifying figure. 

Boyd Martin, local critic, who at- | 














| tended the premier of ‘Back Street’ 


in Miami, cooperated by giving the | 
pic several articles, and exploitation 
rep spent several days in town, put- | 


| ting on a campaign which was note- | 


worthy for its effectiveness. One 
stunt consisted of photographs of 
local boys and girls showing how | 
they would act out a Boyer-Sullavan | 
scene from the pic. Meantime, a six- 
column spread in the Times with art 
showed how various lovers from 
youth to old age would pose for the | 
osculatin scene. Entire campaign 
| was well handled. 

Estimates for This Week 


| 
| 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | 
(1,400; 15-30-40 )—Kitty Foyle’ 
‘RKO) and ‘Saint Palm Springs’ 

| (RKO). Doing fair biz after move- | 


over from Rialto. Makes the third | 
downtown week, and cream of b.o. 
has already been skimmed. At that. 
looks like medium $1,800. Last week. 
‘Bagdad’ (UA) and “Ellery Queen’ 
(Col), registered fine $2,400. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) | 
—Arise Love’ (Par) and ‘Melody | 
Ranch’ (Rep). Pointing to about 


average take, probably fair $1.400. 
Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Earl 
Carroll’s’ (Par), split with ‘South 
Suez’ (WB) and ‘Blondie Cupid’ 
(Col), showed strength at fine $1,700. ' 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,200: 33- 
50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Gives | 
evidence of slackening and will wind | 
up with around $10,000, pretty good. 
Last week, splendid $20,000, although 
even more than that was anticipated, 
based on getaway biz. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: | 
| 15-30-40) — ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB). | 
‘Adequate $3,400 indicated. Last 
| week. ‘Sierra’ (WB) (2d wk), fine 
$3.800. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 15- 
50-40)—‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Ma- 
dame La Zonga’ (U). 
ploiteer on the job to give ‘Back 
Street’ a swell boost. Fact that pic 
had opening here- while Boyd Mar- 
tin, local critic, fed stories from the 


Miami premiere, gave biz an impe- | 


| tus, Well-worked-out exploitation 
stuff also helped to sell the Boyer- 
Sullavan opus in great style. Looks 
to cop swell $10,000. Last week, ‘Vic- 
tory’ (Par) and ‘Henry’ (Par), satis- 
factory $7,500. | 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Make Music’ (RKO) and 
‘Little Men’ (RKO). Medium $2.800. 
Last week, ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and 
| ‘Girl News’ (20th), okay $3,200. | 


“W.U? TOPS PROV, 126; 
~ HENRY’ STEADY $6,500 








Providence, Feb. 11. 
(Best Exploitation: Majestic) 
Grosses fairly steady all around 
with ‘Western Union’ at Majestic 
taking top honors. ‘Son of Monte | 
Cristo’ at Loew’s also good, while | 
‘Kitty Foyle’ at RKO Albee this 
, week equals ‘Snow White’s’ holdover | 
record of six weeks, and still prov- | 
ing strong. 
Majestic went to town on ‘Western 
Union.’ Campaign was high-spotted 
by sending of 1.000 fifty-word tele- 
{grams boosting pic, and sewing up 


55)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


| 44)—‘Maisie Was Lady’ 


Live-wice ex- | 


and downtown department 
with posters, etc. Several 


book 


stores 


| hundred bumper strips and conven- 
/ tional co-op newspaper ads rounded 


out the effort. ; 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50 )— 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
Palm Springs’ (RKO) (6th wk.). 


Picked up after one day shutdown 


'for legit show Friday (7), and hold- 


ing knockout $5,500 pace. Cornered 
swell $5,800 in fifth stanza. 
Carlton ‘(Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-40- 


55)—Gone’ (M-G). Shifted from 


Loew's for third downtown week in 
return engagement. Giving house 
‘hefty $5,000. Last week, ‘Sierra 


(WB) and ‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d 
run), good $3,200. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2.000; 25-35)— 
‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th) and ‘Deep 
River Boys’ heading vaude. Paced 


at solid $6,000. Last week, ‘Wyom- 
ing Wildcat’ (Rep) and trio of Pow- 
ers Sirging Models heading stage 


| show, good $6,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U). Getting hefty play for 
nifty $12,000. Last week, ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (WB) and ‘Romance 
Rio Grande’ (20th). nice $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-40-50)— 
‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Phantom Sub- 
marine’ (Col). Good $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk.), swell 
$12,100. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Henry’ (Par) and ‘Doomed Caravan’ 
(Par). Steady grosser pacing to 
good $6,500. Last week, ‘You're the 
One’ (Par) and ‘Behind News’ (Rep), 
good $6,700. 


‘SIERRA,’ 146, ‘STREET, 





$11,000, BIG IN BALTO 





Baltimore, Feb. 11. 


Biz remains good here. ‘Back 


Street,’ off to a big opening at Keith’s 


is continuing strong and pointing 
to nice take. Also good is ‘High 
Sierra,’ at the Stanley. Hipp, com- 
bining Benny Maroff’s ‘Funzafire’ re- 
vue and ‘Convoy,’ is getting fair re- 
turns. 

Plenty of action on weekends a 
big boost all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

- Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 25-40- 
Holding 
up very nicely for possible $11,000, 
after chalking up big $41,400 for pre- 
Vious brace. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Convoy’ (Col) 
plus Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ unit. Looks 


like fair $13,000. Last week, second 
of ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) tied to 
new stage portion of Major Bowes 
anniversary unit, added strong $14,- 
200 to previous opening round of 
big $16,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Back Street’ (U). In 
to big fanfare and headed fdr good 
$11,000. Probable h.o. 
‘Buck Privates’ (U), 

New (Mechanic) 


got fair $5,700. 
(1,581; 
(M-G) 
wk). 
opening of ‘Western Union’ 
Thursday (13). 
$7,900 for run, 
limited capacitv here. 
Stanley (WB) (3.280: 
55)—‘Hivh Sierra’ (WB). 
big $14.000. Last week, 


(20th) 


15-28-39-44- 
Paced for 


to extra solid initial sesh at $17,300. 


‘Chad’-“Handsome’ Nice 


$9,000 in So-So Denver 


Denver, Feb. 11. 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith,’ dualled with 


‘Let’s Make Music’ at Orpheun, is | 
town’s best b.o. bet currently. ‘Chad 
‘Tall, Dark and Hand- | 


| Hanna’ with 

some’ close second at Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 


Denver. Good $4.500. Last week, 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB), after week at 
Denver, and ‘Here Comes Navy’ 
(WB), day and date with Broadway, 
good $4.000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 25-35-40) 
—Phila. Story’ (M-G). after two 
weeks at Orpheum. Good $3.000. 
Last week, ‘Kitty. Foyle’ (RKO), 
second week after week at Orpheum, 
and ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB), fair 
$2.500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 
40) —‘Hard-Boiled Canary’ (Par). 
Very poor $2,500. Last week, ‘Vic- 
tory’ (Par). poor $3.800. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and ‘Dark and 
Handsome’ (20th). Nice $9.000. Last 
week, ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and 
‘Michael Shane’ (20th), good $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Make Music’ (RKO). Good $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
(M-G), second week, good $8.000. 

Paramount (Fox) 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) and ‘Black 
Parrott’ (WB). Good $5.000. Last 


25-35- 


week, ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) and 
| ‘Murder New York’ (20th), zood 
| $4.500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Four 
Mothers’ «(WB). after week at each 


the Denver and Aladdin. and ‘Lucky 
Devils’ (U). Good $2.000. Last week. 
‘Arizona’ (Col), after week at each 
Denver and Alsddin. and ‘Outsider’ 


| (Alliance), good $2,200. 


Last week, 
15-28-35- 
(2d | 
Stretching out to accommodate | 


Should reach total of | 
good figure for | 


second of 
‘Santa Fe’ (WB), added good $11,200 


‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th), after week at 


(2.200; 25-40)— ' 








| 


‘PHILLY’ HUGE $14,000, 


' 


PORT; ‘KITTY’ $9,000 





Portland, Ore., Feb. 11. 

Strong product giving new life to 
| movie-goers in this burg. Two best 
‘openers this week are ‘Philadelphia 
| Story’ at the Broadway and ‘Kitty 
'Foyle’ at the big Paramount. Both 
pix are in line to hold. 

‘Come Live With Me’ is a strong 
h.o. at the Mayfair. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—'Philadelphia’ (M-G). In_ line 
for immense $14,000, and will hold. 
Last week, ‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and 
‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB) closed a 
second week to nice $5,600. 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (I1,- 
500; 35-40-50) —‘Come Live’ (M-G) 


and ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G). M.o, from 
the UA for a second week getting 
good $4,000. Last week, ‘Bagdad’ 
(UA) and ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), 
an average $2,800 on fourth session. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) 
and ‘Night Train’ (20th) with vaude. 


Okay $5,500. Last week, ‘Four 
Mothers’ (WB) and ‘Charter Pilot’ 
(20th) with vaude, _ satisfactory 
$6,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Kitty oyle’ 


(RKO) and ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO). 
Well received after good pre-bally, 
and great $9,000 in store. Will prob- 
ably hold. Last week, ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Angels Broadway’ 
(Col) closed a third stanza for good 


$4,500. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
35-40-50)—‘Back Street’ (U). Looks 


like better than average $5,700. Last 
10 days, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) made a high 
$8,000 and moved to the Mayfair. 


‘BACK ST. OKAY 
$19,000, DET. 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

Having come up with plentiful 
|hew bills last week, Detroit is back 
ito its normal strong use of hold- 
lovers. Only the Fox and Michigan, 
lof the five downtown houses, 
| brought in fresh pix this week, with 
| biz here running good. 
| Michigan and Fox will make it 
close this week, the former using 
‘Kitty Foyle’ and ‘The Saint in Palm 
Springs’ as a close contender to the 
Fox’s use of ‘Back Street,’ 
goes as a solo at night but for mati- 
nees is coupled with ‘Youth Will Be 
Served.’ 
' United Artists carries into a fifth 











| them to bring in 
jits first run in the same _ house. 
| Oddly enough, it shared the first 
|run here with the Wilson theatre 
|! which also comes back into the pic- 
ture scene next week with 
tasia.” 

That ‘best’ this week was no cinch 
| with exploitation crews here having 
a field day. Fox, however, draws 
the nod since it made plentiful 
newspaper plants, ran off a radio 
contest on ‘Would you prefer an 
alliance with a man _ you _ loved 
| deeply or marriage with a man you 





| 


} 
j 


| 





| 


} 


which | Jackie Heller. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


and final week ‘Philadelphia Story’ | 
and ‘Maisie Was a Lady’ and clears | 
‘Gone,’ which had | 
| 44-55 )—‘Flight 


‘Fan- | 


|}merely admired,’ used additional air | 


shots and store tie-ups, and clinched 
matters with plentiful attention on 
its single-featuring of 
in this town of double features. 
also conducting a fan poll on 
single and double features in con- 
junction with the showing. Michi- 
gan was a good contender with a 
contest to find a double for Ginger 
Rogers and by putting shorthand 
letters for translation (also on ‘Kitty 


1S 


Foyle’) in alJl business colleges and 
the numerous highschool shorthand 
classes. 


| Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40-55) 
—Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
‘Night Train’ (20th). This pair 
moved over after a fair week at the 
Fox. ~Nice $5.500. Last week, ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U) and ‘Romance 
Rio Grande’ (20th), strong $7,000. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Youth 
Served’ (20th). These run as a pair 
for the first three shows daily, but 


Mpls. Continues Vaudflm Battle; ; 
Flight’-Vaude 126, ‘Santa Fe’ Big 


Minneapolis, Feb, 11. 

Another clash of stage shows hag 
the Orpheum and Minnesota at each 
other's throats again. With a stron 
straight film, ‘Santa Fe Trail,’ the 
State, too, is trying hard to climb 
on the driver’s seat and will grab 
off a large slice of available trade, 

Orpheum’s zippy stage array, 
topped by Kitty Carlisle, Ben Blue 
and Rufe Davis, has powerful screen 
support in ‘Flight Command.’ Thig 
gives the Singer house a big edge 
over the independent Minnesota 
which parades forth Anita Louise 
and Jackie Heller as vaude names, 
but which suffers the handicap of 
‘Bowery Boy’ on the film portion. 

Results are emphasizing again that 
town just can’t adequately support 
such a wealth of entertainment as 
it recently has been having. It ap- 
pears that too many buyers can't 
afford more than one show a week 
and, often, if many attend one in a 
week their finances compel them to 
lay off entirely the succeeding seven 
days. Thus with the Andrews Sis- 
ters in person and ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ alone draining the cofnmun- 
ity exchequer to the tune of approx- 
imately $25,000 last week all current 
attractions suffer. 

The box-office picture also is tint- 
ed by the fact that ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ continues for a third week 
and is still hitting a fast pace. And 
Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ jumping all 
the way from the West Coast, and 
the Merry Macs come into the Or- 
pheum and Minnesota, respectively, 
Friday (14) for a continuation of the 
stage show warfare. 

Cold weather over the week-end 
was no help tu the box-office. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-28)— 
‘Romance Rio Grande’ (20th) and 
‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO). In for 
five days and headed for okay $1.- 
200. ‘Youth Served’ (20th) and ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (U), also dual first- 
runs, open Thursday (13). Last 
week, ‘Night Tropics’ (U) and ‘Black 
Parrott’ (WB), dual first-runs, good 
$2,100 in seven days. 

Century (Par-Singer) 
39-44) — ‘Philadelphia’ 
wk.). A box-office knockout in this 
town. Still clicking and _ pointed 
toward big $5,000 on top of $17,100 
in initial fortnight at State. Last 
week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA), light $3.400. 

Esquire (Berger) (300; 15-20)— 
‘Find Out’ (RKO) (re-issue). House 
having plenty of product difficulty. 
Looks like mild $600.% Last week, 
‘College Swing’ (Par), good $900. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (996: 28) 
‘Escape Glory’ (Col). Headed for 
pretty good $3.000. Last week, ‘Bank 
Dick’ (U), $2,600, fair. 

Minnesota (Middle States) (4,000; 
28-39) —‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep) and stage 
show, including Anita Louise and 
Screen portion is a 
drawback in this instance. More- 
over, murderous Orpheum opposi- 
tion also a throat-cutter, Mild $5,- 
500 looks tops. Last week, ‘Melody 
Ranch’ (Rep) and ‘Screwballs of 
1941’ on stage, $6,000, brutal. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800: 28- 
Command’ (M-G) 
and Kitty Carli ite, Ben Blue and 
Rufe Davis on stage. Susanna Foster 
and Dolly Loehr added for today 
(Tues.) and Wednesday. Big enter- 
tainment value at house scale. Good 
$12,000 in prospect, but far below 
what show merits. Last week. ‘Sec- 
ond Chorus’ (Par) and Andrews Sis- 
ters and Joe Venuti on stage, mainly 
responsible for very big but still.in- 
sufficient $17,500. 

- State (Par-Singer) 
44)—‘Santa Fe’ (WB). 
critics and customers. 


(1,600; 28- 
(M-G) (3d 


(2,300: 28-39- 
Praised by 
Should reach 


| big $8,500. Last week, ‘Philadelphia’ 


‘Back Street’ | 
It | 





for the night two ‘Back Street’ goes | 


alone with selected shorts. Okay 
$19.000 indicated. Last week, ‘Thing 
Called Tove’ (Col) and ‘Night Train’ 
(20th) dull $16,500 with weather not 
| helping. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 
30-40-55)—‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO). 
all right and $18,000 indicated. Tast 
week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Folies 
Bergere,’ with a boosted price mid- 
nitht show on Saturday. big $29,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
‘000; 30-40-55)—‘Here Comes Navy’ 


Doing | 


(M-G) (2d wk.), fine $7,000 after 
very big $10,100 first week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39) 
‘Love Neighbor’ (Par). First nei 
borhood showing. Good $2.500 1 
dicated. Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB), 
first nabe showing, satisfactory $2,- 
300. 


; 
gh- 


World (Par-Singer-Steffes) 350; 
28-39-44-55)—“Long Voyage’ (UA). 
Well-spotted in this carriage trade 


house, but initial returns disappoint- 
ing. May build to satisfactory $2,- 
000. Last week, ‘Lilac Domino’ ‘(Se- 
lect), three days, and ‘Grapes Wrath’ 
(20th) (re-issue), four days, bad $800. 


Glorifying 49 Old Men’? 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Columbia has signed Irwin Shaw 
to screenplay ‘Mr. Twilight.’ 
Yarn, backgrounded again the 
U. S. Supreme Court, is on Everett 
Riskin’s production slate. 





(WB) (re-issue) and ‘South Suez’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). Good $7,000 com- 
ing on top of choice $10,000 for first 
week. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-55) — ‘Philadelphia 
(M-G) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G) (5th wk. . 
Keeps strength with $6,000, afte! 


| $8,000 last week. 
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Sammy Kaye-Lazonga’ Swinging Hot 
$77,500 in Philly; ‘Gone, 3d, $19,800 


(Best Exploitation: Karlton) 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 

Holdovers are still holding the 
spotlight in midtown Philly this 
sesh and they're still coining plenty. 
The Aldine was darkened entirely 
all last week while being readied 
with special sound equipment for 
the opening of ‘Fantasia.’ The Dis- 
ney-Stoky musical unveils for a spe- 
cial press preview tonight (Tues.). 
Tomorrow the house has been 
bought out by the Junior League. 
Regular showings begin Thursday 
matinee at $1.15 and $1.71 tabs. 

Hottest of the newcomers is the 
combo of ‘Six Lessons from Madame 
La Zonga’ and Sammy Kaye band at 
the Earle. ‘Little Men’ at the Karl- 
ton is getting the benefit of big-time 
promotion, but is failing to rack up 
any heavy grosses. Karlton stunt, 
fathered by Al Zimbalist, Warner 
exploiteer, consists of a man dressed 
as Ferdinand, the Bull, picketing the 
house protesting against ‘unfair com- 
etition’ of Elsie, the Borden Cow. 

lsie has also picked her favorites 
to be cast away on desert island 
with. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-45-57) 
—Love Neighbor’ (Par) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Getting satisfactory $3,800. 
Last week, Benny-Allen laugh-get- 
ter got $4.000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-45-57-68)-— 
"Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Still plenty of good running time left 
in this one. Despite competish of 
Hepburn in ‘Philly Story’ at the le- 

iter Forrest, the film will get fine 

15,000. Last week’s gate for round 
three was hefty $25,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-45-57-68)— 
{,azonga’ (U) and Sammy Kaye 
orch. Raves from crix on stage show 

acking house reaching for big 

27,500. Last week, ‘Keeping Com- 
pany’ (M-G) and ‘Streets of Paris’ 
on stage. okay $21,900. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-45-57-68) — 
‘High Sierra’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing own on h.o. with $12,800. Opener 
good for high $18,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-45-57-68) 
—‘Little Men’ (RKO). Conversion 
of this house into first-runner due to 
deluxer tieup isn’t helping much. 
Despite good ballyhoo, ‘Men’ getting 
mediocre $3,700. Last week’s first- 
run of ‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB) just a 
shade better with $3,850. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-45-57-68) 
—Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) (2d run). 
Nish. $4,200. Last week, ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ (RKO), super $5,000 for third 
week of second-run showing. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-45-57-68) 
—'Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). Looks like 
carbon of last year with bullish 
$19,800 this trip. Gate for second 
canto lush $27,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-45-57)— 
Frisco Docks’ (U). Topping house 

ar with okay $4,700. Last week, 

all, Dark’ (20th), sock $5,800 for 
second chukker. 


GONE’, $8,000, ‘SMITH’, 
356, LINCOLN NIFTIES 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 11. 
‘Gone with the Wind’ is blowing 








bulk of the amusement coin into the | 


Stuart till this week, heading the 
house for a money mark it hasn't 
hit in more than a year. ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ is doing well at the 
arsity, in spite of being just across 
the street from ‘Gone.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Wildcat of Tucson’ 
(Col) and ‘Two Thoroughbreds’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Rollin’ Home to 
Texas’ (Mono) and 
Prison’ (RKO). So-so $800. 
Week, ‘Secret Valley’ (20th) 
Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep), split with 
Fargo Kid’ (RKO) and ‘Flying 
Deuces’ (RKO), same. 


Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 


10-25-49) — ‘Dark and Handsome’ 
(20th). Competish around town 
hurt and on five days only $1,000, 
_, Last week, ‘Philadelphia 
tory’ (M-G), above expectations 


with $5,100. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Maizie Was Lady’ 
(M-G) and ‘San Francisco Docks’ 
(U). ‘Maizie’ accountable for good 
$2,100. Last week, ‘Slightly Tempt- 
ed (U) and ‘Here mes Navy’ 
(WB), nice enough $2,200. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40-55)—‘Gone’ (4-G). Looks 
like terrific $8,006. House is doing 
three-a-day, and that’s a bag of 
money with so few turnovers and at 

ese prices. Last week, ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (WB), average $3,500. 

Variety (Nole-Federer) (1,100; 
10-20-25) —Virginia City’ (WB) and 
Phantom 


Sub’ (Col). Heading for 
$2,300, okay. Last week, ‘Face Be- 
hind Mask’ 


(R * (Col) and ‘Bowery Boy’ 
(Why split with with ‘Black Parrot’ 
$1,900 and ‘Meet Missus’ (Rep), fair 


Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 10- 


-40)—*Mr. and Mrs, Smith’ (RKO). | 


Doing fine, $3,800. Last week, ‘For- 


eign Corres , 
$3,800. orréspondent’ (UA), gcod 


‘Millionaires in | 
Last } 
and | 








Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $1,573,900 
(Based on 24 cities, 168 thea- 
tres, cniefly firse runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
OO  ) 6 | eT Tee $2,159,900 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 theatres) 


W.U. $20,000, 











Boston, Feb. 11. 

‘Kitty Foyle’ continued into a sixth 
week at the Keith Memorial last 
Thursday (6) and the weekend trade 
pointed to a seventh stanza. Over- 
flow from ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
playing the Orpheum upstreet, ac- 
counted for some of the holdover 
strength of ‘Kitty,’ but there was 
plenty of evidence that it’s a spiffy 
grosser on its own. 

‘Wind’ wound up third week at the 
Orph, still going strong, but M-G 
released it to the nabe stands be- 
cause of hinterland squawks that the 
film would be milked in the Hub 
with more playing. ‘Fantasia’ is bull- 
ish in its third frame at the Ma- 
jestic ($1.65 top) and looks like a 
two-months’ run in prospect. 

‘Western Union’ at the Met, and 


way, are both on the strong side. 
Estimates for This Week 





|—‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO) = and 
|‘Caught in Act’ (Prod) with Bill 
{Bardo band onstage, four days; and 
|‘Army Girl’ (Rep) (re-issue) and 


‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col) (2d run), three | 


days. Heading for okay $7,500. Last | 
week, ‘Aunt Maggie’ (Rep) and' 
\‘Along Rio Grande’ (RKO) with 
{Fenton Bros. band onstage, four 
|days: ‘Grapes Wrath’ (20th) and 


|‘Stanley Livingstone’ (20th) (both re- 
|issues), one day; and ‘Forgotten Girls’ 
| (Rep) and ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep), 
| two days, added up to pleasing 
$8,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 28-39-44-55) 
—You’re the One’ (Par) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Date’ (Col). Rather staunch, 
around $6,000. Last week, ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (WB) and ‘Behind 
News’ (Rep), so-so $4,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55) —‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO) (6th 
wk). Aiming at zippy $12,000 for 
six days. Fifth week of same combo, 
$15,200, big. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (3d wk). 
Showing practically no let-down in 
pace, with prosnect of hefty $14,500. 
Second week tallied $15,400, solid. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Western Union’ (20th) 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB). At 
gait, big. Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) 
and ‘Father’s Son’ (WB), $14,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
|55)—'Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
|‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col). Opened 
| strong and looks like dandy $18,000. 
| Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G), socked in 
| $22,700 for third week. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘You’re the One’ (Par) and 
|‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col). Around 
$7,500, good. Last week, ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (WB) and ‘Behind 
News’ (Rep) $5,500, seedy. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 








‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Chad Hanna’ 
(20th) (both 2d run). Indicating 
$5,000, good. Last week, ‘Second 
Chorus’ (Par) (3d run) and ‘Bagdad’ | 


(UA) (2d run), $4,500. 
State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55 )— 
| ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and ‘No- 


|body’s Children’ (Col). Staunch 
$14,500. Last week, ‘Flight Com- 
|mand’ (M-G) and ‘Keeping Com- 


pany’ (M-G), $18,500, socko. 


The Big Splash Again 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Johnny Weismuller, sitting up in 
his jungle tree, is figuring on being 
a fish again, splashing about in a 
series of eight two-reel swimming 
pictures. 

Deal is being dickered with Sports, 
Inc., producers of 16 mm shorts. 





UNDER-WATER PIC 


Otis Barton, who, with Dr. Wil- 
liam Beebe, designed and _ con- 
‘structed the ‘bathysphere’ to facili- 
|tate shooting under water pictures, 
'has started production on a new 
| feature, ‘Under the Pacific.’ 





| Producer financing himself, and is 


HUBS LEADER: 


‘You're the One’ at the Par and Fen- | 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-33-44-55) | 


and | 
$20,000 | 





‘Howards’ $6,000 — ‘Hudson's Bay’ 
H. O. Okay 





‘THING’ 8G, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Feb. 11. 

No stand-out currently. ‘Hudson’s 

ay’ repeat pacing for nice money, 
and ‘Thing Called Love’ pointing to 
very good $8,000, in front of the 
pack. Capitol has ‘Howards of Vir- 
ginia’ with $6,000 in sight. Balance 
around average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col). Good 
week-end biz pushing toward likely 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Nanette’ (RKO), 
$6,000, alright. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Howards __‘ Virginia’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col). Nice $6,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par) 
and ‘Henry’ (Par), fair $5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Hudson's Bay’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Good $6,000 ahead after $8,500 las 
week. : 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 





Crisis’ (M-G). Sighting average 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Little Men’ 
(RKO) and ‘Make Music’ (RKO), 


$2,800, n.s.g. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Sandy Man’ 
(U). Pacing for fair $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Night Tropics’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Wildcat’ (U), $2,700, good enough. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘L’Homme de Niger.’ 
Average $1,500. Last week, third re- 
peat ‘L'Emigrante’ off at $800. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
25-34)—‘Je t’attendrai’ and ‘Bois 
Sacre.’ Probably $6,000, good. Last 


week, ‘Marseilles Mes Amours’ and 
‘Derriere La Facade,’ excellent 
$7,000. 





‘Vigilantes’-“Three’ 
8'44G, Omaha, Light 


Omaha, Feb. 11. 

Grosses dipped this week for sev- 
eral reasons. Wind and cold sent 
| the mercury tumbling close to zero 
on Thursday and Friday, opening 
days, while another damp blanket 
for the theatres came out of the east 
in the person of Sonja Henie and her 
ice show at the Coliseum. Result is 
that Orpheum with ‘Trail of Vigi- 
lantes’ and ‘Honeymoon for Three’ 
will do around $8,500 which is noth- 
ing to crow about in this house. 

‘Thief of Bagdad’ and ‘Little Bit 
of Heaven’ at the Omaha will just 
| about reach the $7,800 mark or per- 
| haps $8.000, which also is just below 
| fair. The Brandeis has ‘This Thing 
; Called Love’ and ‘Escape Glory’ and 
| will get around $3,200 for the second 





’ Estimates for This Week 
| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 


40)—‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (M-G). Will be lucky 
|to get $8,500, light, Last week, 


‘Hudson's Bay’ (20th) and ‘Earl Car- 
roll’s’ (Par), fair $9,000. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
| —‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Bit of Heaven’ 
U). Around $7,800 or slightly over. 
Last week, ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G), 
single-featured, pretty good $9,000. 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—Thing Called Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
| Fair $3,200. Last week, good $6,000. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
i‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Bitter- 
sweet’ (M-G), split with ‘Our .Town’ 
and ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U). Good 
$800. Last week, ‘Northwest Mount- 
ed’ (Par), single-featured, split with 


|‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col), ‘Melody 
| Ranch’ (Rep), and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), 
| fair $700. 

| Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) | 
—Fugitive Prison Camp’ (Col), | 
'‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th) and ‘Won't 
'Talk’ (Col), split with ‘Riding 


| Avenger’ (Cap), ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep), 

and ‘Murder Santa Fe’ (Rep), ‘Name 
|Only’ (RKO). Good $900. Last 
| week, ‘Wyoming Wildcat’ (Rep), 





Cleveland, Feb. 11. 

Curious situation created by all 
| four key houses playing sophisticated 
| comedies, with each one displaying 
heavy power. 
| gravy to give everybody a big spoon- 
{ . 
| 


| ‘Polies Bergere of 1941’ is adding | 


plenty of b.o. spice to RKO Palace's 
bill, seasoned by ‘Tall, Dark, Hand- 
some’ to make hottest dish of this 
| sesh. ‘Philadelphia Story’ doing 
00m at next door State with $13,- 


000 on tap. 


Hipp’s ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ also 
doing surprisingly good biz, proving 





;} ium 1S 
'Two holdovers, ‘Gone’ 
round at Stillman, and ‘This Thing 
| Cailed Love’ on third at Allen, hit- 
| ting top-shelf figures. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) — 


25-45-55 )— 


But there’s enough | 


that Grotto’s circus in civic auditor- 
i no competish this semester. | 
on fourth | 


L.A. Grosses Flabby; Disney 2d 


Great $15,500, Par Spook Dual 
17G, ‘Road Show Pallid $12,000 





Broadway Grosses 


«stimated Total Gross 
We WIR < co ccece cans $379,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
4 0 are re $405,700 
(Based on 13 theatres) 





— ae 





NIGHT,’ $11,000, 





Buffalo, Feb. 11. 
The current canto is actively 
demonstrating that there's _ still 


plenty potent pesos in the private 
exchequers of the local film fans— 
and practically all of the manage- 
ments are busily engaged in point- 
ing up the past fertnight’s lessons on 
how they can be had. Hanging out 
ace cinema lure is the answer and 
not even the stormy misbehavior of 
Ole Man Winter has been able to 
clip the prevailing high altitude 
numerals. 

dualed, is 


‘So Ends the Night,’ 
running up healthy digits at the 
Buffalo. ‘Gone’ is still grabbing 
laurels in fourth week of its 
phenomenal run at the Lakes. ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith,’ in a twinner at 
20th Century, will see neat coin, 
while ‘Philadelphia Story,’ in a 
unique holdover second-run session 
at the Hipp, is displaying extraord- 
inary stamina. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)—‘So 

Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie Lady’ 


(M-G). Looks to nab good $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) 


and Phil Spitalny orch, nifty $16,800. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Indus- 
try’s wonder child will round out 
month with tall take of over $10,000. 
| Last week, stout $14,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45 )—‘Phila- 
delphia Story’ (M-G) and ‘Wild Man 


Borneo’ (M-G) (2d run-2d_ wk). 
Plenty of zing left. Looks like 
strong $8,000. Last week, fancy 
$9,800. 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Trail Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Mme. 
LaZonga’ (U). Outlook for nice 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Invisible Woman’ 
(U) and ‘Margie’ (U), good $7,500. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
40)—‘Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 





Springs’ (RKO). Probably snug 
| $8,500. Last week, ‘One Crowded 
| Night” (RKO) and Vincent Lopez 


|on stage (3 days), split with ‘Make 
| Music’ (RKO) and ‘‘Lil 
(RKO), mild $7,000. 


(Col), split three ways with 
| Rides’ (Cap), ‘Earl Chicago’ (U), and 
|‘Leopard Men’ (Select), ‘Fifth Ave.’ 
(RKO), fair $800. 


Honolulu’ (M-G), ‘Lone Wolf Date’ | 
‘Law | 





LUSH IN BUFF. 


| the 








| 


Abner’ | 


175)—'Third Floor’ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 


(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 

Grosses are on the downgrade cur- 
rently, with only two of an even 
dozen first-runs in the five-figure 
category. ‘Fantasia’ is coming up 
with a terrific second week, leading 
with $15,500, which is around $1,500 
better than regula: biz of the first 
session. Paramount, with a horror 
show on screen (dual), plus a stage 
show, is garnering a very big figure 
at over $17,000. 

‘Tall, Dark, Handsome’ is taking a 
nosedive at the State and Chinese, 
and with latter house limited to six- 
day week, due to being closed ail 
day Saturday for Greek War Re- 
lief benefit at night, opus will be 
lucky if it hits a combined $13,000 
on the stanza. 


‘Road Show’ ovened mildly at the 
Warners day-daters, while ‘Thing 
Called Love,’ with new supporting 
features, will do excellent $16,000 on 
second stanza at RKO and Pantages. 


Paramount dug up a few out of the 
bag for exploitation of its horror 
show and profited. One of the stunts 
was having a gal garbed in a gorilla 
costume dragging another Fanchon- 
ette, garbed in a nightgown, through 
streets and into department 
stores by the hair. Other Fanchon- 
ettes wore skeleton outfits and pa- 
raded the downtown streets. House 
made a deal with the News to re- 
plate front page of the paper and de- 
voted entire space to the ‘man runs 
amok’ idea. 


Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(2d wk). Jumped somewhat on reg- 
ular biz over first week, and should 
grind out big $15,500. Last week, in- 


cluding $5,000 annexed at preem, 
wound up with $17,300. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 


| 30-44-55-75)—‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and 


‘Keeping Company’ 
limited to six days, due to benefit 
(8). Very weak $5,200. Last week 
‘Live With Me’ (M-G) and ‘Liberty 
(M-G), about $8,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Road Show’ (UA) and ‘Behind 
News’ (Rep). Lukewarm_ $6,200. 
Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) and 
*‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB) (2d wk), 
g00d $7,100. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Public just not sufficiently interested 
and $2,400 best in sight. Third week 
ended with fair $3,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Road Show’ (UA) and ‘Behind 
News’ (Rep). -Opening very in- 
auspicious; garnering around $5,800. 
Last week, holdover of ‘Sierra’ (WB) 
and ‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB), okay 
$6,100. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,200; 30-44-55- 
(RKO) and ‘First 
Romance’ (Mono), plus stage show. 
House back to normal with probable 


(M-G). Run 


| $8,100 in sight after terrific $20,000 


| 


(Continued on page 16) 


VIRGINIA’ A NATURAL 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
| berg) (950; 300; 600; 25)—‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) and ‘Bittersweet’ 
(M-G), split with ‘Our Town’ (UA), 
| ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U). Good $1,100. | 
|Last week, ‘Northwest Mounted’ | 
| (Par), single-featured, split with | 
|‘Man Married’ (20th), ‘Blondie 
| Cupid’ (Col), “‘Dulcy’ (M-G), fair 


Tall-Folies’ $21,000, Cleve. 


Comedies Getting the B.O. Breaks — ‘Smith’ and 
‘Philly’ Each $13,000 


, third lap after a sizzling $8,200 on 
second. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). Pos- 
sible $13,000 plus, excellent enough 
ifor a h.o. Last week, (Sierra’ (WB) 
{okay at $11,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) with ‘Folies 
Bergere’ unit on stage. Celluloid side 
of this combo holding up its end 
nicely, with leg-show yanking in 
week-end standees. In line for sweet 
$21,000 if cold spell snaps. Last week, 
!*Escape Glory’ (Col) with Cab Calls- 
way orchestra and Mills Bros., $19,- 
800. 


—Philadelphia’ (M-G). Very worth- 
while $13,000 on tap. Last week, 
‘Bagdad’ (UA), a real surprise, $13,- 
900. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
|55)—‘Gone’ (M-G). Still copping 
$6,000 for fourth week, after reaping 


| presently shooting at the Hawaiian | ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col). Shiftover | $9,800 on third and $23,900 on pre- 


j Islands. 


| pointing to amazingly fine $6,000 on 


; vious stanza at State. 


State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) | 


IN MEMPHIS, $7,500 


Memphis, Feb. 11. 


With both Loew’s houses still on 
the h.o. list, week’s only newcomers 
are in for a flourishing stanza. Para- 
mount’s ‘Virginia’ is good at the New 





Malco. ‘Strawberry Blond’ shows 
abundant pull at the Warner. 

‘Gone with the Wind’ is sagging in 
its third Loew’s State week, but still 
getting fair share of shekels. Repeat 
week for ‘Philadelphia Story’ at 


Loew’s Palace is fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 25-40- 
55)—Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). Looks 
like $3,500. Last week, $8,200, big. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—‘Strawberry Blond’ (WB). Cagney- 
Sheridan combine going strong to 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Give Wings’ (U), 
$3,500, not bad under circumstances. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—Virginia’ (Par). Picture’s 
natural Southern appeal plus b.o. 
names and critical raves spurring it 
to $7,500. Last week, ‘Invisible 
Woman’ (U) (5 days), $2,700, weak- 
ish. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—‘Phila Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Probable $3,500. Last week, $9,000, 
great. 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Arkansas Judge’ (Rep), three 
days; ‘Where Get Girl’ (U), two 
_days, and ‘In Old Colorado’ (Par), 
'two days. So-so week may wind up 
with $1,600. Last week, ‘Thing 
Called Love’ (Col), three days; 
‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col), two 
days; ‘Devil Commands’ (Col), two 


days: $1.700. about as exnected 
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Showdown on Chaplins Film 
In Argentina; Now Appears B.A. 


Ban on ‘Dictator’ Will Be Lifted 





Buenos Aires, Feb. 11. 

Ban on the local showing of 
Charles Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator’ 
in Buenos Aires is expected to be 
lifted in a few days. This is a 
result of public demonstrations 
and other exhibitions of feeling 
by the people here against the 
nix imposed at the demand of the 
German and Italian ambassadors, 

There was also a debate in 
Congress on the issue, which is 
understood to have been instru- 
mental in causing the ban to be 
lifted. 

Picture, which 
shown in Parana, a town in Ar- 
gentina outside of the Buenos 
Aires district, was halted on Fri- 
day (7) pending further official 
reviewing. 

Despite official nixing by the Ar- 
gentine government and continued 
protests by the totalitarian powers, 
Charles Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator,’ 
now showing in this country, indi- 
cates it’s becoming more and more 
important as an international inci- 


dent. 

Chief question is whether or not 
the original Buenos Aires ban ex- 
tends to all parts of the country and 
if the national government has the 
power to tell individual municipali- 
ties what to do. Argentina, which 
has no national censorship and a 


was being 


guarantee of free speech similar to | 


that of the VU. S., has never before 
been faced with such a problem. 

Newspapers here carry long dis- 
cussions about the legal issues in- 
volved, and the strong attitude of 
the mayor of Parana, the small 
northern city where the pic is being 
shown, indicates this may be a once- 
and-for-all showdown. 

Originally, the pic was approved 
by Dr. Carlos Alberto Puerreydon, 
mayor of B. A., and then banned 
after the Italian ambassador called 
on Minister of Foreign Affairs Julio 
A. Roca, who passed it on to Min- 
ister of the Interior Miguel Culaci- 
ati. Despite avowed pro-Ally sym- 
pathies of both and of Puerreydon, 
they felt their hands tied and finally 
Puerreydon issued a decree prohibi- 
ting showings in B. A. 


In the past, whenever films have 
been banned in B. A., which is a 
federal district like the District of 
Columbia, no exhib outside would 
take a chance on shewings. What 
happened in this case was that the 
Rosenbach interests, owners of the 
Rex and Select theatres in Parana, 
apparentiy sounded out local opin- 
jon and asked if they could have a 
chance at the film. The mostly af- 
firmative answer resulted in 
Parana double opening. 





‘Excessive’ Pay of Theatre 


Workers, Equaling That Of 
Army Officers, Assaiied 





Mexico City, Feb. 11. 
Campaign against what it 
‘the high 


unjustly wages 


the 


styles 
forced 
upon cinema operators here by the 


| 
| 


Slash Jap Pic Programs 


Tokyo, Jan. 11. 
The three-hour program for mo- 





30 minutes by a revision of the mo- 
tion picture law. 

Films designated by the govern- 
ment, and culture films of a length 
of over 750 reet, obtain 30-minute 
extensions. 





Canadian Coin 


Seeps Into U. 8. 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 

It’s only a trickle but a little more 
Canadian money has started to show 
up on this side of the border. Pic- 
ture houses in the downtown area, 
which had lost 90% of the once good 
flow of Canadian coin from Windsor 
and other border cities, report that 
the pickup has run to 50% of the old 
business on good shows. 

Reason for the new spurt of busi- 
/ness lies in two factors. The Can- 
|adian Government, which had 
| slapped down hard on the taking of 
| money out of the Dominion, recently 
lightened up its rulings to permit 
| visitors here to bring across $5. 
| However, they must declare: how 
|much they’re taking and if they're 
{caught with more, they are being 
| socked heavy fines, prison sentences 
| also threatened. 

It is the severity of the rules which 
| has brought on the additional reac- 
tion. The Canadians in the Windsor 











tion picts in Japan has been cut to | 


outfit, list a net profit of $104,000 


for year ended June 30. Gross was 
| $227,100. 
Going into ‘Once a Crook’ are 


A Little More 


| leen Harrison, Frank Forsyth, Ray- 





London in Wartime 


London, Jan. 17. 

Oscar Rabin and band in big b\jtz 
‘in Yorkshire town and left their 
theatre dressing room five minutes 
before it was hit by bomb. But Ra- 
bin managed to escape from theatre 
with minor cuts to his face, while 
'a@ member of his orchestra suffered 
| greater injuries, necessitating his be- 
| 











|ing detained in the local hospital 
for several days. 





Southern Ireland’s ban on the 
| showing of ‘The Great Dictator’ has 
resulted in the folks going up to 
| Belfast to see the pic. 








Associated Talking Pictures, con- 
trolling Ealing Studios production 





Bernard Lee, Frank Pettingell,* Kath- 


mond Huntley, in addition to prin- 
cipals Gordon Harker and Sydney 
Howard. Herbert Mason directs this 
second on the list for 20th. 





Bernard Lee and Carla Lehmann 
added to cast of ‘Once a Crook,’ 
20th’s quota job from Shepherd’s 
Bush studios. Former obtained spe- 
cial leave from army to complete the 
role in a rush seven days. Cyril Cus- 
sak, from Abbey theatre, was con- 
tracted for support. 


MEX CITY TAXES 
EASED TO AID 
SHOW BIZ 


Mexico City, Feb. 11. 
Agreeing with showfolk and the 
National Sydncate of the Amusement 
Industry (nee Mexican Theatrical 











| sector are burned plenty by the limit 
| on their American spending—on the 
| q.t. they are saying ‘It’s as bad as 
|Germany’—and when they get the 
|chance are expressing their disap- 
| proval of the stringent law by tak- 
| ing $5, coming to Detroit and spend- 
|ing to the last nickel. Most of the 
| money has to go to amusements since 
'the ban is on most products they 
| would purchase to take home. 

That $5 for shows, niteries and 
| drinks, also is an expression of their 


| 


| disapproval of the entensive ban on | 


|‘American luxuries’ which cut them 
off from many amusement devices 
|such as radios, musical instruments, 
records and record players to name 
only a few things. 


LYNCH PRO-NAZI SON 
OF ROLF, NORSE STAR 


Stockholm, Feb. 11. 

Sven Erik Rolf, son of the Scandi- 
|mnavian revue actor-manager, known 
in Hollywood as Ernst Rolf, was 
killed by an angry mob of patriotic 
Norwegians at Drammen, as he was 
attempting to make a pro-Quisling 
speech according to word received 
here. Young Rolf appeared as singer 
in Norwegian and Swedish revues 
| but was best known as a Quislingist 
and Nazi. 





of Norwegian patriots at a politico 


militarized brigades of Vicente Lom- meeting Lynching was threatened 
. —— P > > : “rev t 
bardo Toledano (Mexico's labor #4 — be BBE ds for tt a ae Le 
; promise to abandon the uisling 

rzE ISS , ) 
czar, be of the Confederation of group came too late, and he was 


Mexican Workers)" has been started 
in the form of public announcements | 
by the National Party for Adminis- | 
trative Purification, a new political | 


organization. 

Lombardo Toledano’s 
get daily stipends that 
favorably with those of high Mexi- 
can army Officers, the Party asserts. 


It reports a few of these compara- 


tive wages: 

Porters, $9.50 (daily pay of an 
army first captain is $8.50 
doorman, $14 (same pay as an army 
it. col.); boxoffice help, $19.50 (Mex) 
(brigadier general, $22), and projec- 
tionists, $29.50 (general of division, 
highest rating in the Mexican army, 
$32 (Mex). 


workers, 
who are on the exhibitors’ payrolls, 
compare 


(Mex); 


killed by the mob. 


William Carroll’s Juker 


Havana, Feb. 11. 

William Carroll, who, with his 
brother Jacob, was with UFA in 
Germany for years, has Cinetone 
musical juker, for this territory. 
Carroll with his wife are on the 
Polish quota and can enter the U. S. 
as immigrants this year. They’ve 
been here two years. 

He may, however, continue head- 
quartering here in view of the grow- 
ing vogue of the jukers which are 
now spotted in big and small spots, 
more than ever before. 





| 








French film, ‘Arlette and Her 
Papas,’ must be strictly for adults, 


dered, 


Rolf reportedly challenged a crowd | 


Federation) that Mexico must have a 





New Mex Vauder 


Mexico City, Feb. 11. 
New vaude-revue theatre, Teatro 
Balalaika, has been opened down- 
town by Lupe Rivas Cacho, come- 
dienne, who is still going strong 
after 30 years of trouping. 


La Cacho has in her company 
some of the biggest Mexican variety 
and radio stars. Her theatre brings 
to five the number of front line re- 
vue-vaude houses now active here. 


‘Gone’ Sock 156, 
1 Spot, Mex City; 
Spotty at Second 


Mexico City, Feb. 11. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ (M-G) 
scored a smash here, but an uneven 
click, in its first week of novelty 
presentation, simultaneously at the 
deluxe Alameda and Iris. The pub- 
lic is going for this pic in a way 
bigger, seemingly, than for any pic, 
though ballyhoo and publicity are 
rather limited. Cricks were agog, 
but not to a great deal of space. 

‘Gone’ is blowing along pretty 
much on the strength of the months 
of publicity it has had from exhibi- 
tions in the U. S., 


blanketed Mexico. So it is 
trouble at all for the exhibitors. 


‘Gone’ did much more than was 
expected of it during its first week 











no 


ceptional gross of $75,000 (Mex? 





| theatre because a portion of the pub- | 
lic wants it and many persons de- | 
pend upon the stage for a living, the | 
federal and municipal governments | 
| have come to the aid of thespians. 
| Theatre impresarios here, most of 
them operators of revue and vaude- 
ville houses, have convinced the mu- 
| nicipal government that if the tax 
boost for them, 7% to 14% on gross, 


| which was to have gone into effect 
Feb. 
be forced 


1, were enforced, they would 


out of business. Javier 


Rojo Gomez, mayor of this city, | 


} ‘ 
| ordered that these levies be suspend- 


| ed and that the theatres continue to | 


pay the 1940 tax scale. 


In letting the stagemen off Mayor 
Rojo Gomez asserted that he and his 
| government are eager to cooperate 
with what President Mauel Avila 
Camacho is doing to keep the theatre 
going in Mexico, The president, after 
listening to the pleas of representa- 
| tive thespians and theatre impre- 
sarios that show business is a ‘must’ 
| for Mexico becai se of its great cul- 
| tural aid, appointed a ‘technical cul- 
tural council for theatrical entertain- 
ments.’ 


} 
| 


over all theatrica] diversions in the 
Federal District, including Mexico 
City. 

Council is headed by Guillermo 
Hernandez, noted boxing promoter, 
who is now chief of the civic amuse- 
ments department, and is composed 
of leading folk who are players or 
are experts in theatre lore. Organ- 
ization is to function until next Jan. | 
31, and is developing an ambitious 
program for federal and municipal 
aid to stimulate the theatre in all its 
' branches, 





Isidore Ostrer in N. Y. 


; cinemas are $2.50 (Mex) 


This council has jurisdiction | 


($15,000 U. S.), $20,000 (Mex) more 
than any pic has ever done in seven 
days in Mexico. Though no exact 
figures are available’ regarding 
‘Gone’s’ first week at the Iris, the in- 
take at that cinema was much less 
|than at the Alameda. There is scant 
| information as to the reasons for this 
|}uneven biz. ‘Gone’ rates at both 
(50c U. S.) 
afternoons and $3 (Mex) (60c U. S.) 


nights and holidays. Two pesos— 
|about 40c—is very high for a pic 
here, Film’s charges will not be 


varied during the entire run at both 
cinemas. 

‘Spring Parade’ 4U) doing big b.o. 
in Mexico City. 

“All This and Heaven, Too’ (WB) 
is on its way to establishing a record 
run at one stand in Mexico City. 
Pic is now in its fifth week at the 
Cine Rex, the longest time any pic 
has played a single cinema there. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


AUSTRALIAN FILM 
| BUSINESS STRONG 


Sydney, Jan. 20. 
Despite wartime, trade throughout 
this zone with U. 





S. and other prod- 
uct is terrific. 


Top takes include ‘Dictator’ (UA), 


‘40,000 Horsemen’ (U), ‘Spring Pa- 
rade’ (U), ‘Northwest Passage’ 
(M-G), ‘Thief of Bagdad’ (UA), 


‘Knew What They Wanted’ (RKO), 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G). 

‘Blue Bird’ (20th) is very strong 
on mats, and repeat of ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO) likewise. 





Melbourne Booming 
Melbourne, Jan. 20. 





To Set GB Prod. Deals 


| 





“Isidore Ostrer, chairman of the 
Gaumont-British, Ltd., arrived in 
New York this week from London by 


Clipper plane on biz trip and brief 
vacation, 

Ostrer likely will set deals here 
for distribution of his company’s | 








Plans being in U. S. about a month. 


Trade strong here with ‘Irene’ 
(RKO), ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), ‘New| 
Moon’ (M-G), ‘Andy Hardy Meets | 
Debutante’ (M-G), ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), | 


‘Convoy’ (ATP), ‘Four Sons’ (20th), 
‘Tom Brown's Schooldays’ (RKO). 





N. Z. Okay 
Auckland, N. Z., Jan. 20. 
Territory is highlighted with | 


‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G), ‘Spring 
Parade’ (U), ‘Convoy’ (ATP), ‘Night 


Mexico City civic fathers have or- | product, including one in Australia. | Train’ (M-G), ‘Foreign Correspond- 


news that has | 


at the Alameda, setting up the ex- | 


Mexican Pic Producers, Union Boss 
End 10-Week Dispute; Pact Restricts 
Solis, Provides for 2 Soundmen Orgs 





Mexico City, Feb. 11, 
Pic production has resumed after 
a shutdown of 10 weeks with the 


ending of the conflict between the 
makers and Enrique Solis, boss of 
section 2 (producers) of the nationa] 
pic workers union. The producers 
quit when they accused Solis in a 
series of open letters of running the 
industry for his own profit and of 
discriminating against an American 
sound engineer for his own man on 
a Mexican pic. The union hit back 
rat the producers in more open letters 
and stoutly championed Solis. 


Producers and labor got together 
after a parley here that lasted for 12 
hours. Pact was penned for the 
union by Solis and some other offi- 
cials and for the producers by Fer- 
nando De Funetas, Jesus Grovas and 
Bernando Urbie Montasido Oca. 
agreement has been officially re- 
corded by the Federal Board of Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration. 


Nevertheless, Alfonso Sanchez 
Tello, whose objection to Solis’ re- 
jection of A. Kroger, the American 
soundman, caused the break between 
the producers and the union, in 
dropping out of the producers’ asso- 
ciation, declared that he is through 
with pix in Mexico forever because 
labor wrangles give him a big head- 


ache. Sanchez Tello was one of the 
most important Mexican pic pro- 
ducers. 


The peace pact stipulates that Solis 
pretty much keeps his hands off the 
| sound phase of the biz and provides 

for organizing the 12 sound engi- 
neers and their aides in Mexico into 
two groups of six members each, one 
| to use RCA apparatus exclusively 
and the other to work entirely with 
‘independent’ or other kinds of 
| equipment. Producers are to em- 

ploy both groups of technicians on a 

rotation system. But the makers are 

| allowed to have full say as to which 
engineers and aides they want for 
any particular pic. 

Producers and laborites wrote into 
the pact a clause which pledges them 
| to ‘enthusiastically work for greater 
and better production of Mexican 
pictures, because they are excellent 
propaganda, not only for the indus- 
try, but for the country in general.’ 





| When this agreement was signed 
Solis immediately ordered the nixing 
of the strike he had ordered against 
Jesus Grovas, ex-Par exec here, be- 
| cause this producer couldn't see the 
| boss demand that he put on four 
extra workers and pay them each 
what he considered to be the sky- 
high wage of $25 (Mex) daily ($5 
U:S.). 


Predator, 20, Star, 15, 
Arouse Wide Interest 


In S.A. on $10,000 Pic 


| Buenos Aires, Feb. 11. 
Full-length feature, produced and 
directed by a 20-year-old and star- 
|ring a_ leading 
| younger, has just been completed in 





lady five years 


Chile and is arousing wide interest 
throughout South America. 
| Pic is ‘Amanecer de Esperanza’ 


(‘Dawn of Hope’) and is the work 
of Miguel Frank, son of a wealthy 
Chilean It 400,000 
Chilean pesos, which, though it only 
translates into about $10,000 U. S., 
| is a lot of coin over there. Singing 
heroine, Maria Eugenia Guzman, 
currently here, is daughter of Con- 
suelo de Guzman, singer who has 
given concert tours in U. S., Europe 
and the Orient and made over 300 
discs for Columbia. Mother now 
teaching at Instiuto de Belles Artes 
de Chile in Santiago. 

Frank is planning another to be 
started in April and featuring same 
stars, including German Castro 
| Oliveira, Ruben Dario Guevar and 
Rogel Retes. ‘Amanecer’ will be 
| distributed throughout S. A. by Leo 
|Film, handlers of the French 
| ‘Baker’s Wife’ on this continent. 

Chile, which once held lead in 
S. A. film production, now does lit- 
| tle pixmaking, most efforts being 
special jobs ground out when some- 


family. cost 


| ent’ (UA), ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), | one puts up enough cash, 
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MEMPHIS, WARNER 
HARTFORD, STRAND ¢ READING, 
R ¢ SPRINGFIELD, MASS., CAPITOL 


LOS AK FELES, HOLLYWOOD & DOWNTOWN 
PROVIDEN \E. MAJESTIC ¢ PHILADELPHIA, FOX 
LOUISVILLE, \ RY ANDERSON ¢ LANCASTER, GRAND ¢ SANTA BARBARA, 


GRANADA « C, N, COLONIAL ¢ WORCESTER, WARNER © HARTFORD, REGAL 
NEW HAVEN, ROGER SHERMAN ¢ SAN BERNARDINO, FOX ¢ NEW BEDFORD, STATE e NEW 
LONDON, GARDE ¢ WATERBURY, STATE ¢ BRIDGEPORT, WARNER © NEW BRITAIN, EMBASSY 
LINCOLN, VARSITY ¢ ALBANY, STRAND ¢ CINCINNATI, PALACE ¢ ST. PETERSBURG, PLAYHOUSE 
UTICA, STANLEY © ORLANDO, VOGUE ¢ NASSAU, SAVOY © COLUMBUS, PRINCESS « HOUSTON, 
METROPOLITAN © AUSTIN, STATE © NEW YORK CITY, STRAND © BATH, OPERA HOUSE e BUTTE, 
MONTANA ¢ WILMINGTON, WARNER ¢ MILWAUKEE, WARNER © ATLANTIC CITY, STANLEY © CANTON, 
OHIO e WASHINGTON, EARLE ¢ MAHONEY, ELKS ¢ E. STROUDSBURG, GRAND ¢ FREDERICK, RAMONA 
ALBUQUERQUE, KIMO ¢ WASHINGTON, AMBASSADOR « DAYTON, VICTORY ¢ LITTLE ROCK, CAPITOL 
| ELLENVILLE, NORBURY © BALTIMORE, STANLEY « NORWICH, PALACE eJOHNSTOWN, STATE® BRISTOL, 
CAMEO ¢ WILLIAMSPORT, RIALTO © NASSAU, NASSAU ¢ RUSSELLVILLE, RITZ ¢ BOULDER, BOULDER 
FALMOUTH, ELIZABETH ¢ LANSFORD, PALACE e NASHUA, STATE ¢ GREELEY, CHIEF e CONCORD, 
CAPITOL ¢ WATERVILLE, HAINES « HELENA, PARAMOUNT e¢ MAUSTON, GAIL ¢ ODESSA, LYRIC 
ANSONIA, CAPITOL ¢ ABERDEEN, WARNER e McCANNEY, GRAND ¢ ST. JOHNSBURY, STAR 
SANDUSKY, OHIO « SO. NORWALK, PALACE « NASSAU, CINEMA « MANCHESTER, STATE 
ITHACA, STATE © QUANAH, PALACE e NEW ORLEANS, ORPHEUM ¢ PORTLAND, ME., 
STATE © COLO. SPRINGS, CHIEF e BRIDGETON, MAYFAIR © RACINE, VENETIAN ¢ TROY, 
TROY © ARKADELPHIA, ROYAL ¢ PUEBLO, CHIEF ¢ GUTHRIE, MELBA e HENRYETTA, 
BLAINE © SHEBOYGAN, SHEBOYGAN ¢ CHICKASHA, RITZ ¢ TUPELO, LYRIC 
PHOENIX, RIALTO © MARSHALLTOWN, CAPI\'‘OL © GALVESTON, STATE 
HENDERSON, KENTUCKY e LIVERMORE LLS, DREAMLAND 
CLEVELAND, HIPPODROME ¢ WAUSAU, GRA e HAVANA, 
LAWFORD ¢ NORWAY, REX ¢ GRAND JUNC\‘ON, MESA 
HOT SPRINGS, PARAMOUNT ¢ CLOVIS, LYQ WM 
CONWAY, CONWAY e¢ COBLESVILLE, PARK 
TUSCALOOSA, BAMA ¢ LUBBOCK, 
PALACE « WARRENSBURG, 
FAIRYLAND « DANBURY, 
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BOOKED IN AHEAD OF EVERYTHING 
_EVERYWHERE THIS WEEK! 


JAMES OLIVIA 


CAGNEY-D-HAVILLAND 


«THE STRAWBERRY BLONDE 


» Rita Hayworth ... 


ALAN HALE - JACK CARSON ° GEORGE TOBIAS 


Screen Play by Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein * From a play by James Hagan 


Directed by RAOUL WALSH 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 12, 1941 





BACK STREET 


Hollywood, Feb. 5. 
release of Bruce Manning pro- 
Guction; iate producer, Frank Shaw, 
Stars Charles Boyer, Margaret Sullavan 
Directed ty Robert Stevenson. Screenplay 
by Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson, based 


Universal 


“asso 


on novel Fannie Hurst; camera, Wil- 
liam Daniels; editor, Ted Kent; director, 
Seward Webb Previewed in studio Pro- 
jection Room Feb, 4, °41 Running time 
a9 MINS. 

VW alter = xel eee eee eeeeee 

Ray Smith. ..co.scocsces - Margal 





ceecceceses ee 
PRE NOR Ne Da 
soecereerscecccos Kitty O'Ne 
Liccccccenccerees Nella Walker 
WETTTETT TTL Cecil Cunningham 
coer eee eseees Marj eG or 
soeb8eeessennes I e Winte 


Second picturization of Fannie 
Hurst's novel—first turned out in 
1932 with John Boles and Ir 
Dunne under direction of John Stahl 
—retains all of the tear-jersing 
qualities of the author’s original 
work. It's a topnotch attraction for 
the women, and with marquee names 


ene 


of Margaret Sullavan and Charles 
Boyer for lighting, will prove a 
strong and highly profitable b.o. 
magnet. 


Universal has provided a class A 
production background on which to 
weave a straightforward and logical 
drama of a woman's love and devo- 
tion for one man over a span of 
years—and her complete willingness 
to remain in the shadowy alleys of 
his life. Generating strong sym- 
pathy for the plight of a woman un- 
able to enjoy the security of mar- 
riage, picture carries hefty dramatic | 
punch. ; 

New version of Back Street’ varies 
but slightly from the original. There 
are a few spots where the present | 
Hays code requires toning down of | 
relations between man and mistress | 
as presented in the Stahl version; | 
but the story still retains its full 
dramatic intensity. 

Margaret Sullavan is the girl who, 
at the turn of the century, provides 
innocent diversion for the visiting 
drummers on their stopovers in Cin- | 
cinnati, Meeting young. banker 
Charles Boyer, pair engage in a sin- | 
cere romance which shatters when 
she fails to meet him at the river 
boat departure, where he had made 

reparations for a surprise marriage. 

air meet again in New York five 
years later, and their love affair is 
ntimately resumed without benefit 
of clergy, due to his marriage bonds. | 
For a quarter of a century, Miss Sul- 
lavan is content to remain in the 
background of Boyer’s life, happy to 
counsel and encourage him to great 
success. The tragic ending, with 
Boyer suffering a stroke while on a 
European financia] mission, is re- 
tained. 

Miss Sullavan delivers a estrong 
and sympathetic characterization as 
the most willing victim of love and 


devotion. Boyer provides a deft and 
restrained portrayal of the man 


willing to share his time and affec- 
tions between wife and mistress. 
Richard Carlson is seen briefly to 
advantage as the boyhood sweetheart 
who rises to become an automotive 
tycoon and just misses marrying the 
=. Frank McHugh, Tim Holt, 
rank Jenks, Esther Dale and 
Samuel S. Hinds provide competent | 
support. ’ 
Picture is first producer effort of 


Bruce Manning, ace writer on the 
Universal lot for several years. He 
doubled with Felix Jackson in pro- 


viding an excellent script of Fannie 
Hurst’s novel. Robert Stevenson 
piloted at a leisurely pace, highlight- 
ing the contrasts and dramatic tone 
of the story without recourse to the- 
atrical dramatics, and delivers an 
effective job. Photography by Wil- 
liam Daniels is of high standard 
Walt. 


Trial of Mary Dugan 


Metro-Goldwvn-Maver release of Edwin 
Knopf production Features Laruine La 
and Robert Young. Directed by Norman 
Z. McLeod. Based on play by Bayard 
Veiller; camera, George Folsey; editor 
George Boernler Previewed ' Proje n 
Room, N. Y., Feb. 10, '41. Running 
87 MINS. 

Mary Dugan ee ere eT Tey ne Davy 

Immie a eee Robe Young 
Edgar Way “**eee eeeeee ‘ t te V 
Gertrude Wayne.....e.f..--Frieda Ilr ort 
OB ae ee ..John Lite 
MBSEAtHe Heil. .ccccccses eeeee..Marsha Hunt 
Mrs, Collins....ccccoscssccees Marjorie Main 
PRU Stedeuséscueké0eenaae tier O'Neé 
Miss Matthews....... ‘tie Sara Hade 
John Masters......... .--Francis Fierlot 


This new film version of Bayard 
Veiller’s 


;}the mortal knife stab. 


| directed 


{ j 
‘since Miss Shearer tearfully told on 

ithe witness stand of a life of shame 

in the big city, a new generation 

of theatre-goers has grown to box- 

office age. They will judge the film | 
for what it is, without embarrass- 
ment of plot comparisons, 

It is obvious that the story re- |! 
visions are the result of the stringent | 
provisions of the production code | 
of higher morals and less human | 
drama. In the Veiller play Mary | 
took the witness stand in her own } 
defense of the charge of murdering 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Back Street’ (Univ). Margaret 
| Sullavan and Charles Boyer 
| starred in remake. Strong tri- 
angle drama will hit hefty grosses. 

‘The Trial of Mary Dugan’ 
(M-G). Remake of stirring 
melodrama, good for first run 
duals. 

‘Honeymoon For Three’ (WB). 


her lover and told how she will- . 
ingly had gone the easiest way in| Ann Sheridan and George Brent 
order to pay for the education of starred in romantic farce com- 


her brother in a western law college. 
That the youth had injected himself | 
into the trial as his sister’s counsel 
heightened the drama. In the new 
version Miss Day is as driven snow, | 
with a stenographie past, and neh | 


edy that’s on the light side. 

‘Road Show’ (Hal Roach-UA). 
Ineffectual comedy for secondary 
duals. 

‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO). 
First of stories successful enough 
to warrant new family series. 
Guy Kibbee scores in title rcle. 

‘Ride Kelly Ride’ (20th) 
Poorly concocted racetrack pic- 
ture never gets away. Filler for 
secondary duals. 


ert Young is just one of the bright 
young attorneys on the corporation's 
legal staff who is in love with the 
boss’s secretary. It is all logical | 
and works out to the same happy | 
ending of Mary’s acquittal. But it | 
isn’t very moving. 

Miss Day, best remembered from 





4 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ has a very | ; , 
; aie ; F | I , . ugh 
engaging screen manner and the | Meet the Chump (U). H be 
ability to handle romantic scenes} Herbert in familiar antics will 


get by as comedy dual support 
in the family houses. 

‘Face Behind the Mask’ (Col). 
Peter Lorre in a distasteful hor- 
ror story with limited possibili- 


convincingly. These passages and | 
her good looks make her contribu- | 
tion very satisfactory. Young also j 
is wholly convincing and an able] 
trial strategist, and if so much of the | 
strength of his role had not been } 


deleted by the anonymous adapters,|} Wes. 

his playing might have shown favor- ‘Fargo Kid’ (RKO). Not up to 

ably with the Best mene egg first Tim Holt westerner, but 

ance given in stage ver: / . 

the late en inarrenabn. , still me for the kids. . 
Standout in support is Marjorie ‘Petticoat Politics’ (Rep). 

Main, playing’ a cop-hating land- Weak comedy dealing with 


crooked politics, another in the 
Higgins Family series, 

‘Caught in the Act’ (PRC). 
Henry Armetta lost in star role 
of minor dualer, strong enough 
only for subsequents. 

‘Wildcat of Tucson’ (Col). Not 
one of Bill Elliott’s best hoss 
operas. . 


lady, whose testimony at the trial 
and an earlier enactment of her dis- 
covery of the murdered man are 
hilariously funny. Tom Conway 
plays the misunderstood husband, 
ater the corpus delicti; Frieda Ines- 
cort is the unfaithful wife, and John 
Lite] is the heavy, who betrays him- 
self as the real murderer when he 
instinctively reveals himself to be 
left-handed, it having been proved 
that only a southpaw could inflict 











'gratiating accent who appeared in 
Film is mounted with care andjonly one picture before. That was 

taste, and the production is technic- |for Paramount. Will probably be 

ally first class. Norman Z. McLeod | heard from a lot. ” 

and succeeded in keeping | 


the action well paced. George Fol- | out some laughs, supporting players 


sey’s photography is excellent, and | include William T. Orr as an ambi- 
his courtroom scenes dramatically tious lawyer, Jane Wyman, Lee | 
reproduced. | Patrick and Walter Catlett. Last- 


Picture succeeds in its main pur- 
pose of projecting Miss Day into 
wider fields. Flin. 


mentioned is very funny as a waiter 
in the one sequence in which he ap- 
| pears, Char. 


Honeymoon for Three 
| 


ROAD SHOW 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 6. 


United Artists release of Hal Roach pro- 
duction, directed by Roach; associate pro- 
ducers, Gordon Douglas and Hal Roach, Jr. 


Warner Bros. production and. release, 
Stars Ann Sheridan and George Brent; fea- 
Osa Massen, Jane 
Lee Patrick, Wal- 
Bacon. 

Scott 


Bald- 


tures 
Wyman, 
ter Catlett. 
From 
and George 


Charlie Ruggles, 
William T. Orr, 
Directed by 
play of same name by 
Haight; adapt 


Lloyd 
Alan 


ation, Farl 


win, Julius J. and Philip G, Epstein; edi- | Peatures Adolphe Menjou, Carole Landis, 
tor, Rudi Fehr; photography, Ernie Haller. | jonn Hubbard. Screenplay by Arnold Bel- 
At Strand, N.Y., week Feb. 7, ‘41. tun- gard, Harry Langdon, Mickell Novak, 
ning time, 63 MINS. based on novel by Eric Hatch; camera, 
CB SUR: oe crreasoatnceksd Ann Sheridan | Norbert Brodine; photographic effects, Roy 
Kenneth Bixby.......++-.----George Brent | geawright; editor, Bert Jordan; asst. direc- 
Harvey Wilson.....+-. -»..Charlie Ruggles |tor, Bernard Barr; songs, Hoagy Car- 
Julie Wilson werrrT? Tere Osa Massen michael. Previewed at Warners Hollywood, 
Elizabeth Clochessy...cee-.-+-: Jane Wyman Feb. 5, ’41. Running time, 85 MINS, 
Arthur Westlake..... covceee W = rat — Co), Carleton Carraway....Adolphe Menjou 
Mre. Pettijofin.....cccecce wecee- see Patrick ocat M %e - ¢ “ied 
«1s Algae succes leah: Walter Catlett nguin i errr rr recer se Carole Landis 
he Sahat ae dia Drogo GaineS......eeee-+-see-JOHN Hubbard 
——__ — Harry Whitman........ Charles Butterworth | 
FIM 2 bia 6c caceee Shbbe Gee anes Patsy Kelly | 


A light farce comedy which fails 
to be enter- 


Indiatr 


more than moderately Priscilla . 





, as oe Helen Newton. .ccccccscees 
taining, ‘Honeymoon For Three’ is a| Ra Newton........... ee 
, } ma he c : ». | Alice... ccccccces Marjo! 
doubtful entry for the more Impor- | yy. ‘SeWwi, 
tant first-run houses. It doesn’t look bd ie. ee ant crite aku wach akene eas 
like it cost a great deal, thus with | ,,)° are cre oe baat duatok 
whatever pull the Ann Sheridan- | stannope............:cocce-.. fon Stanhone 
George Brent names may have, it | Sheriff.............seccees- Clarence Wilson 
has a chance to make some money | *tate Trooper......e-ssees-. Lane Chandler 
ae ' PPPOE: 0s 60c00es0008 J <« Norton 
for its producer. 

Somewhat on the wacky side, ain 


script is based on a play by Alan| This one starts out with promise 


Scott and George Haight that was|°f. some good solid laughs, but 
produced eight years ago. It con-| Quickly hits a detour into ancient 


. “ ig - . . : vill . ; 
cerns a novelist who comes to Cleve- | film technique. Picture will mildly 


land on a lecture tour and runs into | Satisfy as supporting fixture for sec- | 


an old college flame who since has | °Mdary and family dualers. 


settled down with a henpecked type | Hal Roach retains all of the old- ! 


of husband in the person of Charlie | fashioned ideas of comedy technique 


Ruggles. In complicating the situa-|in his direction and, as a result, 
tion, the novelist carries his own | picture is a disjointed hodge-podge 
secretary with him She’s Ann} of situations aiming at comedy peaks 
Sheridan In addition to being|but seldom achieving that aim 
George Brent's loyal secretary and | Many oldies, including an over-foot- 


age chase and the loose lion v 
scared colored hostler episode, are 
dragged in without much attempt to 
refurbish the formula. 

Story is a synthetic and extended 
tale of a rich playboy and the girl 
owner of a motorized carnival. 


fiance, she is around him so much in 
hotel that she might also 
be regarded as filling a valet’s shoes. 
the 


his suite 

In preparing the treatment, 
three writers assigned to do it have 
decided to take nothing. serious, 
however, and with that slant pfanted 


exciting courtroom melo- anything is forgiven in the effort, | John Hubbard is the young million 
drama might better be titled, ‘The also by director Lloyd Bacon, in get- aire, who is tossed into a private 
Re-trial of Mary Dugan.’ Most of |tins laughs out of the action. Oc- | mental institution. He meets half- 
the evidence is new, many of the casionally situations develop for bet- | cracked Adolphe Menjou there, and 
characters have changed their tes->ter than average fun, including that | the duo escape to find refuge in the 
timony and Metro has shifted the scene in the restaurant, but on the | carnival menage. Girl meets boy, 
proceedings, under a change of ; 


venue, from the criminal division of 
the N.Y. Supreme Court to a trib- 
unal in Los Angeles. The screen 
transcript presents the very person- 
able Laraine Day, as Mary, in the 
studio’s plan to extend her popular 
following. It is the same role in 
which Norma Shearer, in 1929, was 
transported from silent to sound 
pictures. With Robert Young, as 
the youthful attorney for the de- 
fense (he no longer is the heroine's 
brother, but her sweetheart), and a 
supporting cast of effective players, 
the picture is something less than 
outstanding, although of sufficient 
entertainment quality to fit into the 
groove of first run duals. 


In the 12 years which have elapsed |a_ Danish lass with 


whole the picture is quite thin. j}and there’s a series of minor at- 

Title seems to have no connection | ™Pts at comedy to string things 
with the plot but it may help at- | #!0ng for sufficient footage and run- 
tract on marquees, together with ad ,™"8 tume, 


copy or exploitation built around it| Menjou constantly prods proceed- 
as an interest-inciter. ings with zany and nutty lines and 
Long tagged as the oomph girl by | Situations while Patsy Kelly, George 


the Warner publicity forces, Miss | E. Stone, Charles Butterworth and 
Sheridan has plenty of s.a. but as a| Willie Best provide a few comedy 


secretary who has a job on her| moments in their constant attempts and comes back to frustrate the 
hands in Brent she plays it in aj|to overcome the antiquated material | Samblers by winning a fixed race. 
subdued fashion. Brent is himself, | and direction. Picture continually carries the 
seldom varying on performance, and Picture incorporates three new of ae ae 3 = ge 
'does well. }songs by Hoagy Carmichae | dis A gage oe aoe “-e> 
eM. el A songs by agy Carmichael. The| displays amateurishness. in bot! 
nee, ~—— © ey is the Charioteers, colored quartet, har- | writing and directing Cast sisi 
ie a along « & Ct: - a ‘ ai i &. -ae oe 7 
Brent all over the lat with sote igs | Bomize them to good effect, while gies along in the heavy going with- 
I all ov } t witla total dis Carole Landis delivers ‘I Should out being able to save g nd. ‘Ri 
;regard for her own hubby She’s |} Have Known You Years Ago.’ be Kelly Ride’ S ¢ “veft chee b: 2 
but in- | of the Carmichael numbers. Walt. entry. vou a eiteatin ~ a 


In addition to Ruggles, who digs | 


. 
Scattergood Baines 
Jerrold YT. Brandt pro- 
Guy Kibbee, Carol 
Francis Trout, Emma 


RKO release of 
duction, Features 
Hughes, John Archer, 


| Dunn, Lee White Directed by Christy 
|; Cabanne, Screenplay by Michael L. Sim- 
| mons, Edward T. Lowe, based on Clarence 
Budington Kelland’s ‘Scattergood Baltnes’ 
stories: edited by Henry Berman; camera, 
Jack Mackenzie; music, Constantin Baka- 
| leinikoff; assistant director, John Burch, 


Previewed tn Projection Room, N. Y., Feb, 


‘Scattergood Baines’ looks like a 
highly profitable new series for RKO 
judging by this initial production. 
Picture carries more potential box- 
office than any recent No. 1 in these 
family or homespun groups. It fol- 
lows the fictional ‘down-eastern’ 
character Clarence Budington Kell- 
and created closely enough to make 


his readers happy. Of chief exhibitor 
interest is that this first vehicle car- 
ries the appeal to whet interest in 
subsequent subjects. Geared for size- 
able grosses, with most business 
coming out of subsequents where 
it will fit as first-rate upper-bracket 
picture or strong secondary on twin 
combos. 

Ready-imade audience of thousands 
is assured the exhib because the 
Scattergood Baines yarns have been 
running for years in the American 
Magazine, and lately have developed 
a following on the radio, 

Film takes Baines, the wanderer, 
and dumps him down in Coldriver, a 
New England one-horse village. That 
ends his wanderings, story from then 
on concerning the rise of Baines as 
the ‘sage of Coldriver’ and leading 
community figure. While he pros- 
pers and regards his own branchline 
railroad as his own child, Scatter- 
good still retains the confidence of 
his neighbors. From this basic yarn, 
director Christy Cabanne has con- 
!cocted a homespun meller that sus- 
tains remarkable interest. Enough 
|of Baines’ homey observations have 
| been retained to carry punch. 
Kibbee, in the title role, portrays 
;a loveable, clear-thinking small- 
|town merchant. Ch§aracterization is 
| ideally suited to him, with his per- 
star billing. 








|formance warranting 


| Jerrold T. Brandt’s first production, 
he has provided it with essential 


values and has exercised zealous 
care in picking the cast. Best sup- 
porting character is Carol Hughes, 
as the pretty schoolmarm who dis- 
guises fer beauty with spectacles 
and awry headdress to hold her 


job. 

| Emma Dunn, cast as Baines’ wife, | 
|also furnishes a top-flight thespian | 
White, | 


chore while Lee (Lasses) 
| Baines’ colored assistant, has perhaps 
|his crack comedy role in pictures. 


| John Archer suffices as the stalwart | 


|lawyer and other half of the love 
|affair with the schoolteacher while 


Francis Trout makes an eccentric, | 
but loyal, wise-cracking train con- 
ductor. Support, nearly all village 


;}eharacters neatly picked, includes 
Fern Emmett, Edward Earle, Joseph 
Crehan and Bradley Page. 

Scripting of Michael L. Simmons 
and Edward T. Lowe is a workman- 
like contribution, with Henry Ber- 
man’s editing and Jack Mackenzie’s 
photography keeping pace. Wear, 


| 


‘| RIDE KELLY RIDE 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
zel production Features Eugene Pallette, 
| Marvin Stephens, Rita Quigley, Mary 
: Healy. Directed by Norman Foster. 
Screenplay by William Conselman, Jr., and 
Irving Cummings, Jr based on story by 
Peter B. Kyne; camera Virgil Miller; 
editor, Louis Loeffler. Previewed in studio 
Projection Room Feb. 7, ‘41. Running 
time: 59 MINS. 
BPS ewhee veces b eiachaneuns Eugene Pallette 
Corn Cob Kelly...........Marvin Stephens 
OU DOCU 6 cs bv rcaoesscaeeas Rita Quigley 
PMtOrtainer.ccccecceses Sweeces Mary Healy 
dt TROUIAR ..i60cewseee es ... Richard Lane 
MO BEMSCME. » cvcsvcescens Charles D. Brown 
PMU. wane cenke scenes Chick Chandler 
Mrs, RA. 6:5.5.coaKip eee Dorothy Peterson 
Tuffy ¢ \ Lee Murray 
Skeeziks O'Da evcesoccesecK TRRKIG Burke 
Louis Be € Cy Kendall 
POP WETE < cccvevcer H MacFadden 
Kalinski....... - Walter ‘Speck’ O’ Donne 
MGT vveeseeesesees Ernie Adams 
Edwin Stanley 
SILOWATUS. ccccccccccccccccs Edward Keane 


Edward Earle 

Dragging in most of the old and 
familiar bromides utilized on horse- 
racing pictures, this one makes no 
attempts to run on new story tracks. 
Looks like little attention has been 
given to either story or direction, 
resulting in a selling plater offering 
that will depend on secondary filler 
| bookings where unimportant support 
| is required. 

_Story tugs and strains with artifi- 
|cial and obvious situations. Young 
/cowboy, Marvin Stephens, is plucked 
off a ranch by horse trainer Eugene 
Pallette and owner Richard Lane. 
Kid goes through training for jockey 


career, gets bumped by a vet rider, |: 


110, ‘41. Running time, 69 MINS, 
|} Scattergood Baines...........-: Guy Kibbee 
Helen Parker....... 06 seecedes Carol Hughes 

Johnny Bones......ceeececceess John Archer 

i Pliny Pickett.....e. coccececet neem Fran 

| Mirandy BRINGS. ccoccecesesens Emma Dunn 

Ed Petts... ccsecces eee. Lee (Lasses) White | 

| Clara POUtS. .cccccccccccccsccs Fern Fmmett 

| CHAD. cccccsneeneesess eeeccee Edward Farle 

| McKettrick....coccce 5 ae eae Bradley Page 

fo. ae Sper sbeseoerecenene Joseph Crehan 

| 


MEET THE CHUMP — 


Hollywood, Feb. 7. 


Universal release of Ken 


Goldsinith 


|} duction. Stars Hugh Herbert. Disectan 
| by Edward Cline. Screenplay by Aleg 

Gottlieb; original by Hal Hudson ana Otis 
| Garrett; camera, Elwood Hredell; editor 
} Milton Carruth. Previewed in studio Pro. 


| jection Room Feb, 6, °41. 
| 60 MINS. 

{| Hugh Mansfleld...eeseeeee0+-Hugh Herbert 
John Mansfield... .ccccccccces- Lewis Howard 


Running times 


Madge Hellly...cccccccccsees Jeunne Kelly 
Miss Burke. ...seceseseeeees+-+-Amne Nagel 
Gloria Mitchell. .seceeseeees Kathryn Adamg 
| Stinky Fink. ..cocceeseeeses- ShOMp Howard 
SlUSS..scoce eee erececenereeees Richard Lane 
Revello..... seesecccooeess+-Anirew Tombeg 
SUNIPEL. ccccvcece coocees RODert Cavan: ugh 
Dr, Stephanowsky.eeeee--.-Charles Halton 
CRAMP, eccaseseoees eoveeess Martin Spellman 
| PEUIGOON « - ccneseecses ebbseetecone «Ee Gargan 


| ‘Meet the Chump’ has been set up 
jto display the jittery antics and 
dialog eccentricities of Hugh Her. 
bert. It’s a lightweight programmer 
for the supporting duals, and wil] 
get a goodly share of lauzhs with 
elemental and zany antics for audi- 
ences that require broad exposition 
of comedy. 

Yarn is a synthetic framework to 
conveniently parade a series of mad- 
cap antics that inject both burlesque 
and slapstick technique into the pros 
ceedings. Herbert is a screwball ine 
vestment and trust fund manager—~ 
for no apparent reason. He embarks 
;On a Campaign to prevent his nephew 

from acquiring a fortune on the 
boy’s 25th birthday. There's a shorte 
j}age in accounts, and Herbert simue 
lates insanity to get tossed into a 
sanitarium. There’s a wild series of 
mixups in the crazy house, and a 
switch to conflict with an overdrawn 
band of gangsters for a rough-house 
routine, before everything is set 
back in normal order. 

Herbert carries the major assign- 
ment of dishing out the elemental 
comedy routines, with director Ede 
ward Cline pumping in many old 
and new gags and situations that 
will go over with audiences for 
whom the picture is aimed. Walt. 








Face Behind the Mask 


Columbia release of Walluce McDonald 


production. Stars Peter Lorre; features 
Evelyn Keyes, Don Beddoe, George EB, 
Stone. Directed by Robert Florey. Screene 





play by Allen Vincent and lau! Jarrico 
| from story by Arthur Levinson, based on 
} radio play by Thomas Edward O'Connell; 
|}camera, Franz A, Planer; editor, Charles 
| Nelson. At the Rialto, N. ‘ starting 
| Feb. 6, 1941. Running time: 69 MINS. 
| Janos i Peer ree eeccces Veter Lorre 
| Helen Williams.......e++... Evelyn Keyes 
orm. OO’ Hah. 6c620ce S06 eeeess Don Beddoe 
Co rere SOP eceesvces George E. Stone 
F Watts... .cccccccccccccccsess-. John Tyrrel} 
| SURETT . co cccces Sbssedecescene Btaniey Brews 
Ge ee rT ere ee A] Seymour 
| Jeff... ceccccecccccccccccsss--vames Seay 
| SOMMRGOR..<cccee ecocecccecocons: Warren Ashe 
[Chief O' Brien... ceccsscccecees Charlies Wilson 
[Terry Finnegan...ccccccocess George McKay 
Columbia bills this as a ‘horror’ 
picture. It’s that in spades. It’s not 


so much likely to scare audiences as 
make them a little sick, bctween 
Peter Lorre in a nauseating rubber 
mask and the femme lead as a blind 
| girl. Production, acting and story, 
paradoxically, are all of a fairly high 
| order, but it’s all too unpleasant. 
Cheapie grind houses with patrone 
age predominantly male would ordi-« 
narily be the best outlet, except that 
audiences of this type will probably 
prefer a story with speedier action 
and a bit less psychological study, 
| Yarn has Lorre an immigrant whose 
face is badly burned in a roomin 
house fire. Seared flesh is bad 
enough to look at, but it is not 
helped much by putting Lorre in a 


}rubber mask that’s almost equally 
| » les - : 
|likely to cause intestinal flip-flops 


among the more squeamish trade. 

Picturing a pretty girl as blind is 
another aspect not destined to cause 
coin to flow into a boxoffice. And 
her death at the finale, as well as 
Lorre’s, just about tops things. In 
between the player's arrival in 
America and his demise in a desert 
he becomes a master criminal be- 
cause his face prevents his getting a 
job. Story unfolds at deliberate pace 
under Robert Florey’s direction to 
emphasize that a sincerely honest 
man is forced by unfortunate cir- 
cumstances to turn to crime. 

Lorre handles his role ably, hur- 
dling with minimum pain the bits of 
stilted dialog too frequently handed 
| him by screenwriters -Allen Vincent 
and Paul Jarrico. Evelyn Keyes, as 
the blind girl who is the only one 
he can find to accept his love, does 
a good job in a role that could easily 
be hammed up. Bad miscasting ig 
George E. Stone asa good-hearted 
| burglar. He just doesn’t ring true. 

Don Beddoe is okay as a police lieu- 

tenant who befriends Lorre. Herb. 


FARGO KID 


(ONE SONG) 





RKO-Radio release of Bert Gilroy produc- 
tion. Stars Tim Holt: features Ray White 
| ley, Emmett Lynn, Jane ‘Drummond. Die 
, rected by Edward Killy; screenplay, Morton 
| Grant and Arthur V, Jones; story, W. C. 
| Tuttle; music, Paul Sawtell: camera, Harry 
| Wild; editor, Frederick Knudison. Ree 
viewed Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., dual. Rune 


ning time: 64 MINS, 
Fargo Kid ae 


sete . Ce eee eerereeeree d 
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mistake in 
Kid,’ as far as story weight 
because he stuffs $5,000 in the 
Continued on page 18) 


Tim Holt makes a great 
‘Fargo t 
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THE MAN WHO MADE 
$1000ON A 25-INVESTMENT! 
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| WANT TO MAKE A $1000 PROFIT 
ON A 25 CENT INVESTMENT? 


Reprinted trom Variety tewe Oct. 30, 1940 





NIGHT TRAIN 
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Of course, we're speaking figuratively—no guarantees! 
However, way back in October VARIETY reviewed a file 
called "Night Train’—a British-made pictur2, directed by 
Carol Reed. 















*A taut, gripping melodrama of steadily- 
tensity, ‘Night Train’ may prove a al 
viewer's description, after a pro 
He added, ‘This picture 
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United Artists Paces Nominations 
For Academy Awards With 5 Pix’. c= Soe 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

United Artists is setting the pace 
among the 1940 nominees for the 
award by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, five of the 
company’s features being up for 
the Oscar among the 10 films nomi- 
nated. 

Official nominations for the 13th 
annual awards of the Academy have 
been announced by Walter Wanger, 
president with some 23 Oscars to be 
awarded at the annual dinner at the 
Biltmore Bowl, Feb. 27. Ballots will 
be mailed to about 12,000 members of 
the film business Thursday (13). 


Nominations for Oscar awards for 


acting were. made by Class A mem- 
bers of the Screen Actors Guild. 
For directors choices were made by 
those qualifying for senior member- 
ship in the Screen Directors Guild. 
Likewise, writing nominations came 
from active members in the Screen 
Writers Guild. 
Films 

Outstanding feature picture nomi- 

mations ‘are ‘All This, and Heaven 


Too,’ Warners; ‘Foreign Correspon- | 
dent,’ Wanger-UA; ‘Grapes of | 
Wrath,’ 20th-Fox: ‘Great Dictator,’ | 
Chaplin-UA; ‘Kitty Foyle,’ RKO; ‘The 
Letter, Warners: ‘Long Voyage 
Home,’ Argosy-Wanger-UA; ‘Our | 
Town, Lesser-UA; ‘Philadelphia | 


Story,’ Metro; ‘Rebecca,’ Selznick-In- | 
ternational, UA. 

For best performance by actor: | 
Charles Chaplin in ‘Great Dictator’; | 
Henry Fonda in ‘Grapes of Wrath’; | 
Raymond Massey in ‘Abe Lincoln in | 
Illinois, Max Gordon Plays & Pic- 
tures-RKO; Laurence Olivier in ‘Re- | 
becca’; James Stewart in ‘Phila- | 
delphia Story.’ | 

For best performances by actress: 
Bette Davis in ‘The Letter’; Joan 
Fontaine in ‘Rebecca’; Katharine | 
Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia Story’; | 
Ginger Rogers in ‘Kitty Foyle’;} 
Martha Scott in ‘Our Town.’ 


Best Actor Performance } 


For best performance of supporting 
actor: Albert Basserman in ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’; Walter Brennan in| 
‘The Westerner,’ Goldwyn-UA; Wil- 
liam Gargan in ‘They Knew What 
They Wanted,’ RKO; Jack Oakie in! 
‘Great Dictator’; James Stephenson 
in ‘The Letter.’ 

For best performance of supporting | 
actress: Judith Anderson in ‘Re-| 
becca’; Jane Darwell in ‘Grapes of | 


Wrath’; Ruth Hussey in ‘Philadelphia | 
Story’; Barbara O’Neil in ‘All This, | 30w 
|ery Boy’ (Rep) on screen and ‘Vani- 
| ties’ on_stage. 


and Heaven Too’; Marjorie Rambeau 
in ‘Primrose Path,’ RKO. 


For best directing: John Ford on! 


‘Grapes of Wrath’; Sam Wood, ‘Kitty 
Foyle’; William Wyler, ‘The Letter’; 
George Cukor, ‘Philadelphia Story,; 
Alfred Hitchcock, ‘Rebecca’. 

For best original motion picture 
story: Benjamin Glazer-John S. 
Toldy, original for ‘Arise My Love,’ 
Paramount; Walter Reisch, ‘Comrade 
X,’ Metro; Dore Schary-Hugo But- 
ler, ‘Edison the Man,’ Metro; Bella 
Spewack-Samuel Spewack and Leo 
McCarey, ‘My Favorite Wife,’ RKO; 
Stuart N. Lake, ‘The Westerner’. 

Best written screenplay: Nunnally 
Johnson, ‘Grapes of Wrath’; Dalton 
Trumbo, ‘Kitty Foyle’; Dudley Nich- 
ols, ‘Long Voyage Home’; 


Robert Sherwood and Joan Harrison 
for ‘Rebecca’. 
Originals 
For best original 
writer must also have been sole ’au- 
thor or authors of the original; Ben 
Hecht, ‘Angels Over Broadway,’ Co- 
lumbia; John Huston, Heinz Herald, 


| by all circuits and 


| Mid-West Corp. 


Donald | 
Ogden Stewart, ‘Philadelphia Story’; 


screenplay, 





Vision Slightly Blurred 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Juke box suit for $5,000 was filed 
in Superior Court by Sol Freedman 
' against Frank P. Orsatti and Samuel 
Sax, involving ‘Phono-Vision,’ a new 
type of projector. 

Freedman charges that he intro- 
duced the projector to the defend- 
ants and was hired at $200 a week 
for five years, but was dropped off 
the payroll after two weeks. 








WANT TO KEEP 


~ UP PRICES 





IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. | 

A Northwest Allied committee is | 
trying to induce the Milwaukee 
group operating the 4,000-seat Min- | 
nesota theatre to quit ‘upsetting the, 
local applecart’ by retaining its 28c 
matinee admission scale for its vaud- 
film shows to 6 p.m. 

Under an unwritten agreement 
which has been strictly adhered to 
individual the- | 
atre owners alike, the change here 
from the afternoon to night prices 
has occurred at 5 p.m. When the 
entered the local 
field by reopening the Minnesota it 
immediately instituted the 6 p.m. 
price change time. It also tossed a 
monkey wrench into the machinery 


| here by inaugurating a 39c top for 


stage shows plus films. Previously 
the independents had waged a suc- 
cessful fight for a 55c minimum 
stage show top. 

If the Minnesota theatre persists 
in its present stand, Northwest Al- 
lied leaders say, the entire theatre 
admission structure may be broken 
down and a price war started. 





LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 11) 
on preceding seven days with ‘Bow- 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
|“Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d wk) 
j}and ‘Meet Chump’ (U). Doing nicely 
}on holdover, and should hit 
| $8,300. First week, neat $11,200. 
| Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster 
and Girl’ (Par) plus stage show. 
| Horror-spook show headed for big 
| $17,000. Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par) 
| (2d wk) and ‘You’re the One’ (Par), 
| with .radio show on stage, topped 
$13,000 as predicted. 
| RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
| ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d wk) 
and ‘San Francisco Docks’ (U). Hold- 
| over good at $8,100. First seven days 
|of ‘Love’ brought excellent $11,000 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
55-75 )—Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Keep- 
11ng Company’ (M-G). Will be lucky 
ito hit weak $8,200, not profitable. 
|Last week, ‘Live With Me’ (M-G) 
|and ‘Liberty’ (M-G), weak $9,600. 
| United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100; 
30-44-55 )—‘Live With Me’ (M-G) and 
‘Liberty’ (M-G). Slow on moveover 
and poor $2,300 indicated. Last week, 
‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘Shayne 


Norman Burnside, ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s | Detective’ (20th), fair $3,300. 

Magic Bullet,’ Warners; Charles| Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
Bennett, Joan Harrison, ‘Foreign! —‘Live With Me’ (M-G) and ‘Lib- 
Correspondent’; Charles Chaplin,|etty’ (M-G) dual. Should hit fair 
‘Great Dictator’; Preston Sturges, $4,300 on the stanza. Last week, 


‘The Great McGinty,’ Paramount. 


Best achievements in art direction | 


(black-and-white films): ‘Arise, My 
Love’; Arizona,’ Columbia; ‘Boys 
From Syracuse,’ Mayfair-Universal; 
‘Dark Command,’ Republic; ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’; ‘Lillian Russell,’ 
20th-Fox; ‘My Favorite Wife’; ‘My 
Son, My _ Son!’, Small-UA; ‘Our 
Town,’ ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Metro; 
*Rebecca,’ ‘Sea Hawk,’ Warners; 
‘The Westerner’. 

Best achievements in art direction 
(color films): ‘Bitter Sweet,’ Metro; 
‘Down Argentine Way,’ 20th-Fox; 
*Thief of Bagdad,’ Korda-UA; ‘North 
West Mounted Police,’ Paramount. 

Best achievements in sound re- 
cording: ‘Behind the News,’ Repub- 
lic; ‘Captain Caution,’ Roach-UA; 


‘Grapes of Wrath’; ‘Howards of Vir- tory; John Arnold, lighting: Keith | 


ginia,) Frank Lloyd production; 
‘Kitty Foyle’; ‘North West Mounted 
Police’; ‘Our Town’; ‘Sea Hawk,’ 
Warners; ‘Spring Parade,’ Universal; 


LE 5 at 


‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘Shayne 





| Serie Up the Band,’ Metre; ‘Too 
Many Husbands,’ Columbia. 

Nominations previously had been 
made for bests in camera work, color 
cinematography, music, scoring, 
| song, film editing and three awards 
in short features. Special awards 
| will be decided by the Awards Com- 
mittee and the Academy Board of 
Governors. 

Scientific and technical achieve- 
ment in film producing will be re- 
| warded by the academy at the din- 
ner through Darryl] F. Zanuck, chair- 
, man of the Research Council. Chair- 
;men of the committees handling 
|awards are Sidney Solow, labora- 








, Glennan, photography; Mitchell 
| Leisen, production equipment; E. H 

‘Hansen, sound; Farciot Edouart, 
| special effects. 


lJast 


‘Pastor Hall’ Row; N. Y. 
| Theatre’s Police Detail 


Nyack, N. Y., Feb. 11. 
After a disturbance at the close of 


of ‘Pastor Hall,’ anti-Nazi film, the 
Central, Pearl River (N. Y.) nabe, 
asked and received police protec- 
/tion for the remainder of the run. 

At the close of the picture de- 


picting Nazis trampling on the 


peaceful 


the village pastor, a couple dashed 


out and approached an attendant. 


The man denounced the film and the 


theatre management for contributing 
to a ‘distorted impression of Ger- 
'many and Hitler's men.’ 

| While his wife sobbed and others 
‘in the lobby stared, the man shouted 
that if the theatre tried to show the 
picture again he would return with 
friends and egg the screen. His 
voice could be heard plainly inside 
ithe theatre, where the matinee per- 
| formance was continuing. 

| Cops were called and placed on 
|duty by Chief Fred Kennedy of the 
Orangetown police. At least three 
policemen were noted in the house 
night. Manager Irving Sher- 
man was not at the house at the 
time of the incident. 


John C. Fremont Kin 
Presses Criminal Libel 
Action on ‘Kit Carson’ 








Criminal libel action brought 
against Paul Murphy, manager of 
Loew’s Ziegfeld, N. Y., to stop show- 
ing of ‘Kit Carson’ was held over 
last week until March 10. Magis- 
trate in whose court the suit was 
brought declared it was the wrong 
place for such action and advised 
that an injunction be sought in civil 
court. 

Case was brought by John C. Fre- 
mont, grandson of Genl. John C. 
Fremont, who claims his grand- 
father was painted as a_ potential 
bigamist. Picture-was produced by 
Edward Small for United Artists 
distribution. 

Although the magistrate claimed 
he did not have jurisdiction, at the 
insistence of Fremont’s. counsel, 
| Frank Aronow, he agreed to go into 
‘the question again at 
date. Murphy’s and Small’s inter- 
ests were represented by O’Brien, 
| Driscoll & Raftery. 











Complaints 


—=Continued from page 6= 








good | 


| mark time until new selling season 
gets under way before airing their 
grievances. 

| AAA offices have been opened 
here, with Walter H. Elliott in charge 
as secretary. Panel of arbitrators is 

| being lined up, but so far there have 

| been no calls for their services. 


| Weon’t Talk, Eh? 

| Cleveland, Feb. 11. 
| All’s quiet on the Cleveland front 
as far as the local branch of the 
A.A.A. is concerned. Not one brief 
or demand for arbitration has been 
filed with it since Luke H. Lyman 
was appointed manager of tribunal 
here. Formerly was law clerk for 
| Judge Florence E. Allen of the U:S. 
circuit court of appeals. 

Only thing that a Variety mugger 
learned on first visit to Lyman’s 
office is that A.A.A. reps, like army 
generals in front-line trenches, are 
not allowed to talk without permis- 
sion from headquarters. 

Giving out news tips or informa- 





tion about cases is strictly taboo, 
warned Lyman, whose favorite re- 
mark is, ‘You'll have to ask C. V. 


Whitney (prez of the 
about that.’ 
be allowed to discuss any complaints 


by exhibitors until they had gune | 


through official channels and had 
been formerly announced. His Cleve- 
land baliwick, he did say, stops at the 
Delaware county line, with the Cin- 
cinnati tribunal handling the lower 
half of Ohio. 





No Beefs Yet In Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
Although Philly has been the hot- 
bed of controversy between indie 





life of a Germar village | 
and the equally quiet existence of | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
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amma 
a. 
Paramount Annual Earnings, 1935-40 
(Note*) 
1935 CORREO HEHEHE HHH HEHEHE HEHEHE RHEE EEE HEE $3,153,167 
JOSE wccccccccccscesecccece oeeesesonceccestéenss ONO 
BOT n.nc0000606bbb650606d serbtabedersecaceocsens Geren 
BOER .vccccecceceseocsess sorenbessaessesenseeence Sante 
OE -05006oeneedensunensss ess 4sbeosen covcccccedece 2,137,533 
(1939 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$622,000 $530,000 $333,000 $1,252,533 

Pere e rer ore rer rrrerr re Tere eoees $7,617,000 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$890,000 $1,155,000 $1,726,000 $2,807,000 





Note—(*)—Reorganization plan became effective July 1, 1935. In 
previous five years company operated under different setup or wag 
run under 77-B, hence comparisons with operations in those years do 
not reflect equitable financial picture. 











Par’s 20c On Common 


Paramount directors last Friday 
(7) declared a dividend of 20c per 
share on its common stock, making 
the largest single common _ cash 
divvy declaration this early in the 





year since the present stock was | year ending Dec. 30, 1939. 
Directors also de- | equal to $2.63 per common share as 


issued in 1935. 





et 


Par's Estimated $7,617,000 Earnings 
For 1940 Virtually Doubles 1939 


Paramount showed virtually 
double its 1939 earnings in an esti- 
mate of earnings for the past year 
issued after the board of directors’ 
meeting last Friday (7). Company 
estimated earnings (for 53 weeks 
ended last Jan. 4) at $7,617,000 as 
compared with $3,874,000 for the 
This is 


clared the regular 15c dividend on | against $1.08 in 1939 and actually 


the second preferred and $1.50 on 
the first preferred, covering the first 
quarter of 1941. 

All three distributions will be 
rade April 1, but to common stock- 
holders on record, March 14, and 
preferred shareholders on_ record, 
March li. 





| 





FIRST WB DIVVY: 





the future | 


| service 


IN YEARS TIPS 
COIN UPBEAT 


Fact that Warner Bros. 
first dividend on the preferred in 
nearly nine years with the 96%4c 
declaration 10 days ago focuses atten- 
tion on the vastly improved financial 
position of the corporation. Debt 
(interest charges) are re- 
garded in financial circles as being 


paid its 





within a few cents of Wall Street 
estimates last month. 

The estimate included $974,000, 
share of undistributed earnings of 
partially owned _  non-consolidated 
subsidiaries, and $98,000 profit on 
purchase of debentures as compared 
with $1,117,000 share of undistrib- 
uted earnings of same type of sub- 
sids in the previous year. 


Paramount estimated earnings 
for the fourth quarter (ended Jan. 
4 this vear) totaled $2,807,000, or 


$1,777,0C% ahead of comparable quar- 
ter of 1939 when the company re- 
ported $1,030,000. This is equal to 
$1.02 per common share against 29c 
in 1939. The final quarter for 1940 
did not include $381,000, represent- 
ing the total dividends received by 
Par and its consolidated subsids from 
non-consolidated subsidiaries in ex- 
cess of Paramount’s direct and indi- 
rect net interest as a stockholder in 


| the combined earnings for the quar- 


' 


ter. It was explained that this ex- 
cess represents a partial distribu- 
tion of share of earnings in previous 
guarter. In the 1939 final quarter 
the company likewise did not in- 
clude $245,000 under the same con- 


fairly well caught up so that a divvy | ditions. 


on the preferred can be afforded. 
First quarter profits for the fiscal 


| year ending last November, recently 


| 
| 





issued, showed them to be running 
about twice as high as the same 
quarter a year ago. Warners’ earned 
surplus rose nearly $3,000,000, as re- 
ported at the end of the fiscal year, 


Aug. 31, 1940, from $1,612,046 on 
Aug. 26, 1939. Because only 99,617 


shares are listed as outstanding, less 
than $97,000 will be paid on the 
96%c distribution. 


‘Student’ Cut-Rate 
Admissions of 20c 
Subject to 3c Tax 





Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 


Despite Northwest Allied protests, | 


+ T ~ 
the U. S. Bureau of Internal Revenue 


| has ruled that exhibitors in this ter- 


association) | 
Also hinted he wouldn’t | 


ritory must collect a 3c admission 
tax on 20c student admissions. 
Many of the theatres 
tion lower their 28¢ adult admissions 
to 20c for students and other young 
people from 12 to 20 years of age. 


Company reported that it had ac- 
quired 10,482 shares of first pre- 
ferred and 22,600 shares of second 
preferred, 11,400 shares of the latter 
being acquired in the fourth quar- 
ter. Par acquired 2,500 shares of 
first preferred in this final quarter. 


The total amount of shares were 
acquired at a discount of about 
| $203,500, which amount has _ been 





| the same date. 
| shares 
| Jan. 4 this year. 


in the sec- | 


They have found it profitable to ‘split | 


the difference’ or, at least. bridge the 
gap between children’s dime admis- 
sions for kiddies under 12 and the 
adult scale. 

Internal Revenue Dept. holds that 
the ‘student’ admissions are reduced 
adult admissions and, therefore. are 
taxable in the same amount as the 
regular or adult tickets. However, 
a number of exceptions to the ‘re- 
duced admissions’ tax are listed. in- 
cluding bona-fide employees of the 





management, municipal officers on 
official business, a child’ under the 


exhibs and the major distribs, there | age of 12 and those other persons 
have been no complaints filed as yet) whose admission to the place is re- 
with the arbitration board set up | quired for the performance of some 


under the consent decree. 

William Elliott, in charge of local 
arbitration office, said several law- 
yers have called to receive informa- 


j cases pending as yet. 


duty. Another exemption applies to 


a 20c section of seats where the ac- 


commodations are not the same as 


| when 


| $98.000. 


credited to a special capital surplus 
account, 

Paramount also’ showed _ that 
$925,000 principal amount of its 
3%4% debentures had been acquired 
at a discount of approximately 

* 


Corporation reported 134,189 
shares of first preferred outstanding 
on Jan. 4 this year and 532,470 shares 
of second preferred outstanding on 
There were 2,465,927 
of common outstanding on 


_ e 

256 Claim Vs. Con. Film 

Suit by ‘Travelcade Film Corp., 
producer of travelogues against Con- 
solidated Film Industries, Inc. for 
$25,000 damages was revealed yester- 
day (Tues.) in N. Y. supreme court, 
an application was made to 
examine Con officers before trial. 


| Action alleges breach of contract. 





Plaintiff on Aug. 22 delivered six 
negatives to Consolidated to make 15 
prints of each at $.0357 per foot. De- 
livery was expected in six days. It 
is claimed Consolidated procrasti- 
nated for two months and then de- 
clared it could not do the work. The 
travelogs had lost their timeliness by 
this time and were not marketable, 
plaintiff claims, in asking damages. 





LANA TURNER IN ‘J & H.’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Lana Turner has been set by 
Metro for femme lead opposite Spen- 
cer Tracy in ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 


| | or similar to those of 28c, providing , Hyde.’ . 
tion about setup but there are no} the 20c section is available to adults, | 


too, 


| 


Ingrid Bergman plays second 


femme spot in the picture. 
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THE BUMSTEADS 
GO MUSICAL! 
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. Asong and dance 
| show packed with 
| the biggest pro- 
duction values 


; 


_ ever lavished on a 
BLONDIE picture! 
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Indie Exhib Urges Philly Exchanges 


Not to Bottleneck’ New Releases 





Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
William Goldman, head of a large 
indie chain in Eastern Pennsylvania 


area, yesterday (Mon.) took up the | 


cudgel against the impending ‘bot- 
tleneck’ of product in the Philly 
area caused by rash of holdovers in 
first-run houses and the opening of 
‘Fantasia’ at first-run Aldine, tying 
up this house for a long time. 
Goldman sent letters to all ex- 
change heads protesting the condi- 
tions, which he said would cause 
‘slow strangulation’ for every subse- 
quent run indie exhib in the area. 
Distribs, said Goldman, would also 
suffer as the Warner company, 
which controls all first run houses 
here, ‘must give preference to one 
or two preferred distributors.’ 
Goldman is making a bid for first- 
run product beginning next buying 
season for the Erlanger, midtown 
house which he recently leased. The 
letters, mimeographed copies of 
which were sent to indie exhibs, de- 
clared that with the ‘super-A’ first 
runners (Boyd, Stanley and Aldine) 
tied up with long runs, A pictures 
are forced into the Earle and Stan- 
ton—usual] spots for Class B product. 
Goldman offered his Erlanger for 
an immediate run for first-run prod- 


}uct and further offered to waive the 
| usual 28 days’ protection so that the 
| product would go immediately ‘into 
the acute subsequent run theatres’ 
‘as a solution to the ‘bottleneck 
emergency.’ 

| ‘If Warners should refuse to re- 
lease their contracts for these pic- 
tures,’ Goldman said, ‘they should 
likewise make the same gesture and 
waive their protection and permit 
these pictures to go into subsequent 
runs.’ 

Goldman lists product which he 
said was being ‘bottlenecked,’ and 
for which he is willing to negotiate 
for first run showing, as: 

UA's ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ ‘So 
Ends the Night’; Universal’s ‘Back 
Street,’ ‘Buck Privates,’ ‘Streets of 
| Cairo’ and ‘Meet the Chump’; Para- 
| mount’s ‘Victory,’ ‘Life With Henry’ 
jand ‘Virginia’; RKO’s ‘Convoy,’ 
‘Saint in Palm Springs,’ ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith,’ ‘Let’s Make Music’ and 





‘Playgirl’; Columbia’s ‘Devil Com- 
mands’ and ‘Thing Called Love’; 
Fox’s ‘Romance of Rio Grande,’ 


‘Michael Shayne, Detective,’ ‘Girl in 
the News,’ ‘Golden Hoofs’ and 
‘Western Union’ and Metro’s ‘Flight 
Command,’ ‘Wild Man of Borneo’ 
and ‘Come Live With Me.’ 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 





This letter came to W. G. Van Schmus at Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 
dated Nov. 25, 1940, but just arrived from Germany: 
I am General Manager, Theatre Royal, Dublin, Ireland, and am a 
military prisoner of war in Germany. My name and address is on the 


back of this letter. 


As communication with Ireland is slow and dif- 


ficult, I would very much appreciate your kindness in sending my 
name and address to your trade papers for publication if possible, as 
I was No. 1 theatre playing American artists and have a large circle of 


friends in the profession who might like to send me a letter. 


I would 


also be pleased if you could include me on your mailing list for one 


of your programs each week. I 


am anxious to keep in touch with 


American artists and anything you can do for me will not be forgotten. 
I was wounded and taken prisoner in France in the last days the 


British Force was there. 
Dublin to my business but could 


It was bad luck as I was due to return to 


not get a boat. Southern Ireland 


(Eire) remains neutral and business 1s good there but communication 


is very difficult. 


If you can also pass my name to the American Red 


Cross for some small food and clothing parcels, the cost of same will 


be well covered in the future. 


I regret troubling you but grateful thanks in anticipation, 
Yours truly, 


LT. COLONEL J. McGRATH, 


Gefangennennummer 1135, Lager-Bezichnung Oflag VII C/H, Germany. 





W. J. Merrill, v.p.-treasurer of RKO Corp., elected a vice president of 


RKO Pictures, main subsidiary over production. 





RKO-Radio Pictures will have a new trademark. Flasher effect gives 
way to streamlined towers with cloud effects and special music. 


trademark is 12 years old. 





Sam Goldwyn and Bob Hope ran off ‘Whoopee’ the other day and de- 
cided that the old Eddie Cantor musical is not for 1941 remake standards. 


Instead, Hope’s filmusical committment to Goldwyn will be an original. 


Present 

















PARAMOUNT ©. 
HELD OVER 
“VIRGINIA” 


In Person 
GLENN 
In Technicolor 
with 


MILLER 
Madelei 


and His Band 
CARROL 


A Paramount Pie. CASS DALEY 
Midnite Screen Shows 
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Children half-price at all times 
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CHAS. MARGARET 
BOYER @ S8ULLAVAN 


— 


“BACK STREET” 


A Universal Picture 
UNITED 


ameeere 4 FIVOL) Sventees 


at 49th St. 
Doers Open 8 :30 A.M. MID NITE SHOWS 


Last Times Wed. 
Robert Taytor 
“FLIGHT 
COMMAND” 
In Person 
BIG STAGE 
SHOW 


PRIVATES” 


in Person 
Belle Baker 
Hal LeRoy 
Herbie Kay 
and Orchestra 











2ND WEEK 
“HONEYMOON FOR THREE” 


STARRING 


Ann SHERIDAN * Geo. BRENT 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 
DIRECTED BY LLOYD BACON 
IN PERSON 


RAY NOBLE and His Orch. 
Extral Have You Met YVETTE? 


STRAND Bway & 47th St. 


4th Week at 


Popular Prices 
Broadway Slet Street 


Fall Length-Continuous Showings 


‘Gone With the Wind’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Release 












BWAY & 
47th St 





RKO PALAC 








Week Beginning Wed., Feb. 12 














RADIO 


arr MUSIC HALL 
"THIS THING 
CALLED LOVE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





‘HIGH SIERRA’ 


HUMPHREY IDA 
BOGART LUPINO 


—and— 
BOOTH TARKINGTON’S 


‘FATHER’S SON’ 


John Litel, Frieda Inescort 

















COPELAN TO OPERATE 
OWN THEATRES IN FLA. 


Atlantic City, Feb. 11. 

Herbert L. Copelan, general man- 
ager for the Warner Bros. Atlantic 
City and Pleasantville theatres for 
past eight years, resigned Thursday 
(6) from WB, and will leave this 
month for Florida, where he will op- 
erate his own chain of theatres. 
Copelan has been known as the 
youngest zone manager in the coun- 
try. He entered employ of WB 12 
years ago in publicity department. 
From there became assistant director 
and then director of Vitaphone 
shorts and later general manager of 
the Winter Garden and N. Y. Strand 
and Hollywood theatres. 


CHARLOTTE, N.C, 
24TH VARIETY 
TENT 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 11. 
Organization of Tent No. 24 of the 
.Variety Club of America has been 
effected at Charlotte with officers of 
the unit announced. H. H. Everett 
elected chief barker; Ben Rosen- 
wald, J. H. Vickers, assistant chief 
barkers; John A. Bachman, property 
master, and H. F. Kincey, dough 
guy. Directorate is F. H. Bed- 
dingfield, R. J. Ingram, T. A. Little, 
James Pritchard, John Holston, and 
Bert Adams, 

Charter night dinner at Hotel 
Charlotte, March 10. Construction 
of quarters for the tent now in 
progress on the second floor of hotel. 


N.Y. CHAIN STORE TAX 
WOULD HIT THEATRES 


Albany, Feb. 11. 

Assemblyman Louis Bennett, of 
Bronx, N. Y., re-introduced the bill 
taxing chain stores today. Theatres 
are included in the definition of 
what constitutes a store. 

Annual tax ranges from $50 for 
each unit in excess of two up to 
$1,000 each in excess of 25 units, 




















Phelps’ ‘Bill of Rights’ 


Senator Phelps Phelps has intro- 
duced a bill in the N. Y. state senate 
which would discourage insidious or- 
ganizations from attacking minority 
groups and tend to make the preach- 
ing of political gospels seeking to 
destroy the Bill of Rights extremely 
difficult. Measure has, been intro- 
duced as an-amendment to the penal 
law and provides a fine of not more 
than $1,000 and/or a jail sentence of 
not more than two years. 

Bill also provides means whereby 
any person damaged by such acts can 
seek damages via civil action. 

Phelps’ proposal states specifically 
that. ‘inciting, advocating or pro- 
moting means of denying any person 
the rights and privileges conferred 
by the constitution’ shall apply to 
persons who do this by means of 
writing, printing or by speech. And 
that this shall constitute a misde- 
meanor. 





S| The Stunt That Failed 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
Oren Hagland, assistant director, 
and three extras, Verne Richards, 
Bob Stanley and Milton Weiss, were 
injured when a car driven by Ya- 
| kima Canutt, stunt man, went out of 


fectionately Yours’ at Warners. 
Wheels of the car locked when 

Canutt swerved to avoid hitting Ed 

Parker, Ralph Bellamy’s double. 


| Armstrong 


novelty, or whether his knowledge 
of bands and music is sufficiently 
strong. Idea of byilding a band for 
him, of course, is based on the as- 
sumption that he would be a real 
bandleader, not a novelty. Eddie 
Mead, his ring manager, will refain 
his handler. 

Jesse Owens, colored Olympic 
winner who retired from running, 
was another outstanding athlete to 
| take a fling at bandleading during 
| the last couple of years. His baton- 
| ing, however, was strictly along nov- 
|elty lines, and was shortlived. 





























|control during the filming of ‘Af- | 
Mike 




















FARGO KID 


barrel of his gun to hide it and can’t 
use the weapon all through the pic. 
He does resort to fists to get the cel- 
luloidrama over the bumps, but the 
muzzling of his firearm is bad, even 
though it is a good hiding place. 
The framework of the story is 
built from his meeting a pro gun- 
man on the desert, outwitting him, 
getting his horse and with the ani- 
mal the gunman’s badge by which 
he is to be identified upon arrival at 
his destination. Holt finds he’s be- 
ing hired for 5Gs to lead down an 
old man (Paul Scardon), who is 
prospecting close to a vein of gold 
and doesn’t know it. Meantime, the 
real creator of holster havoc arrives 
on the scene, shows the Holt play up 
to the outlaws, at the same time 
leaving also vulnerable to the sheriff. 
Utah's Escalante mountains furnish 
the scenic background and give a 
lot to the film pictorially. Direction 
could be a little more interesting. | 
Ray Whitley, who is a good 
singer for this brand ‘of entertain- 
ment, is wasted. He should either 
be in for his voice and guitar, or it’s 
misleading to the customers. He 
gets so little tunefulness into ‘Fargo 
Kid,’ he’s almost overlooked. Paul 
Fix is the menace, and does okay. 
Emmett Lynn gains a comedy point, 
and Jane Drummond, the girl, has 
no heavy duty. 
This isn’t as good as the first in 
the Tim Holt series, and this is the 
second, Art. 





PETTICOAT POLITICS 


Republic release of Robert North produc- 
tion. Directed by Erle C. Kenton. Screen- 
play, Ewart Adamson and Taylor Caven; 
camera, Jack Marta; editor, Edward Mann; 
music director, Cy Feuer. Previewed in 






Projection Room, N. Y., Feb. 6, '41. Run- 
ning time: 67 MINS. 
SOD TEMNUNB. ccc ccccccccceceece Roscoe Karns 
Lil Higgins.... ....Ruth Donnelly 
Grandpa........ Spencer Charters 
Sidney HigginsS.....cccceeess George Frnest 
BCE TIMING. cccccacccecesecee Lois Ranson 
WIGGW JOREB. ccccceseccocecece Polly Moran 
eee SF Beis 0 6 665660 000606000660 Paul Hurst 
BEETOE WOE. cocccvccccesee Pierre Watkin 
EPO. WENO. covseccoecocoeseeesss Alan Ladd 
Guy Markwell...ccccccccese:: Harry Woods 
f r<se8 sede 6609000060 e---Claire Carleton 
1 OMSy Trotter. .cccccccescscvecess Jeff Corey 
stn pene a cenne baue eas Charles Moore 
Mayor Williams............. George Meader 
Svcs naonteneunassawenss Emmett Vogan 
OED BOs 000040000060600eeeneveese The Dog 


What has been a fairly entertain- 
ing family-type series of films seems, 
on the basis of this latest Higgins 
Family comedy, to have become im- 
mersed in a wealth of silly detail 
that has seen better days. 


This time Joe Higgins runs for 
mayor. You know Joe Higgins. The 
little guy who’s always getting in- 
volved in one situation or another, 
and all due to the better half’s hair- 
brained ideas. When all Joe wants 
to do is to be left alone, to go duck 
shooting when he wants to and gen- 
erally live comfortably on his an- 
nuity. But there’s Lil. Joe just 
can’t sit around the house and do 
nothing—the insurance agent told 
her that men don’t live long after 
they retire—and so Lil Higgins de- 
cides that Joe must find something 
to occupy him. Like run for mayor, 
for instance. 


Roscoe Karns plays Joe Higgins, 
who’s backed by the women’s ‘re- 
form ticket led by Polly Moran and 
Ruth Donnelly (Lil Higgins), and 


the resulting complications that 
arise when a crooked gang backing 
the incumbent mayor contribute 


only mild laughs. 


Karns, Ruth Donnelly, Polly Moran 
and Spencer Charters totter along 
with the film, though the main diffi- 
culty is in the story itself. 

Strictly for the rural trade, *Petti- 
coat Politics-—and Mayor Joe Hig- 
gins—will be lucky to avoid im- 
peachment. Naka. 


| CAUGHT IN THE ACT 





| Producers Releasing Corp. release of T. 
|H. Richmond production. Stars Henry 
Armetta; features Iris Meredith, Robert 
Baldwin, Directed by Jean Yarborough. 


| Original story, Robert Cosgriff; 


screenplay, 
Al Martin; camera, Mack 


Stengler. At 


Strand, Brooklyn, week Feb. 6, ’41, dual. 
Running time, 60 MINS, 

TEMOcccccceccccceesoeocecoes Henry Armetta 
Lucy COSC COC OOCL OOOO SOOO SCOCEES Iris Meredith 
Dan os 44560.004000%600606606 Robert Baldwin 
| Brandon TEErrrrrrirrrr TTT Tre Charles Miller 
t > Serre Cocccccccccess Inez Palange 
Henderson. ...... COcereeeccceces Dick Terry 
Davis errerrirrry Terr rir e0tsesees Joey Ray 
a rrr ari Maxine Leslie 
SOTPOARE BIGP: cccvccsccecs William Newell 





| This is an instance where the ex- 
hibitor probably would not believe 
it unless he had seen it in his own 
theatre. Picture is a diluted gang- 
ster nightmare, leaning almost en- 
tirely on Henry Armetta’s dialect 
and mannerisms for audience inter- 
est—and not even having the sav- 
ing grace of spirited action. It’s 
strictly for lower half on minor sub- 
sequent-run dualers, 

Henry Armetta, a construction 
foreman promoted to salesman, be- 
comes involved with a ‘protective 
association’ preying on construction 
companies, rows with his .wife, is 
; innocently jailed, drags his boss into 
| the mess and finally helps capture 
| the crooks. That basically is Robert 
) Cosgriff’s original which Al Martin 








Film Reviews 


Continued from page io; 











did not improve in scripting for 
the screen. 

Yarn requires 60 minutes to unfo] 
with perhaps half the time devote 
to Armetta’s mugging, gesticulating 
and dialect. Where 10 minutes of 
the spaghetti-vintaged comedian on 
stage or screen goes over okay, the 
comic as the principal character in 
- hour’s feature becomes annoy- 
ng. 

Production lacks strong direction 
or production values and is awk. 
wardly played. There is more open. 
ing and slamming of doors than in 
the average half-hour radio pro- 
gram. Acting technique often con- 
sists of posing before the camera and 
blatantly reeling off the dialog. 

Armetta wrestles bravely with im- 
possible situations and even more 
impossible lines. Of the support, 
Maxine Leslie, a Los Angeles co-ed, 
is best, indicating some promise for 
films. Wear, 


Bannan and Craddock 
Upped in U Sales Org; 
Chi Meet Sets Program 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

After announcing 47 features, plus 
14 westerns and outdoorers for 1941- 
42 season, Universal’s three-day sales 
convention here wound up yesterday 
(Monday) with William A. Scully, 
general sales manager, announcing a 
batch of promotions and staff addi- 
tions. 

Chief of these additions were as- 
sistants named for the two division 
managers, Jack Bannan was appoint- 
ed assistant to F. J. A. McCarthy, 
eastern division manager, and Gor- 
don C. Craddock was named aide to 
William J. Heineman, western di- 
vision chief, both to be at the home 
office. Craddock moves up from 
branch manager at Indianapolis, be- 
ing replaced by H. H. Hull. W. M. 








| Richardson was appointed branch 





manager at Atlanta, while James 
Frew was selected manager for the 
New Orleans exchange. Sculiy also 
introduced Harold Dudoff, India 
manager, who traveled 30 days from 
Bombay to attend, and L. L. Foeldes, 
U rep from Central Europe. 

Cliff Work, studio head, announced 
that Universal stages currently re- 
semble an all-star production with 
Marlene Dietrich, Irene Dunne, Joan 


Blondell, Loretta Young and Kay 
Francis all working on _ current 
product. 


Busine already enjoved by ‘Buck 
Privates’ was responsible for Plilton 
Feld’s prediction that the Abbott- 
Costello team would build into a big 
comedy combintion on the screen. 

John Joseph, Universal publicity- 
ad chief, explaining the premiere of 
‘Back Street’ in Miami last week, 
said that U is developing a rep with 
dailies and the public for consistent- 
ly entertaining pictures. Nate Blum- 
berg and J. Cheever Cowdin wound 
up the afternoon sessions with pep 
talks. Banquet concluded the three- 
day session. 

Announced program, which in ad- 
dition to features and westerns in- 
cludes 69 reels of shorts, the news- 
reel and one two-reel feature, re- 
vealed that among stars assigned to 
pictures are Abbott and Costello, 
Mischa Auer, Charles Boyer, Virginia 
Bruce, Carol Bruce, Marlene Diet- 
rich, Deanna Durbin, W. C. Fields, 
Dead End Kids, Hugh Herbert, 
Charles Laughton, Carole Lombard, 
George Raft, Andy Devine, Gloria 


| Jean, Basil Rathbone, Margaret Sul- 
| lavan, Loretta Young, Franchot Tone 
|}and the Andrews Sisters. 


| 


| Feb. 19 





| Daniel 


Dates for regional sales meetings 
have just been set. McCarthy meets 
with his men at Cleveland, Feb. 15; 
Philadelphia, Feb. 16, and New Or- 
leans, Feb. 18. Heineman begins 
with Chicago group, Feb. 12; Kan- 
sas City, Feb. 17; Salt Lake City, 
(including Denver group) 
and San Francisco, Feb. 21.. 





Rev. Peale Technically 
Advising WB on ‘Heaven’ 


Rev. Norman Vincent Peale, pas- 
tor of the Marble Collegiate Church, 
N. Y., goes to Hollywood as a repre- 
sentative of the Protestant faith to 
act as advisor in the filming of ‘One 
Foot in Heaven’ (WB) on invitation 
of Jack L. Warner. 

Rev. Peale was selected as the 
clergyman to do the job by a group 
of leading Protestant pastors from 
various parts of the country who 
met for the purpose of making the 
decision in Washington Monday (10) 
Warner invitation was sent to Dr. 
A. Poling of Philadelphia, 
editor of the Christian Herald. 
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“| CANNOT TELL A LIE!” 


On Washington’s Birthday 
I’m going to chop down your 
old box-office records with 


“ANDY HARDY’S 
PRIVATE SECRETARY’ 


The Best Yet and that means TERRIFIC! 


(and just perfect for Washington's Birthday booking!) 








with Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Fay Holden, Ann Rutherford, Sara Haden, 
Ian Hunter and Kathryn Grayson « Screen Play by Jane Murfin and Harry 
Ruskin « Directed by George B. Seitz »« A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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CBS Pays $1,819,500 Income Tax and 
$810,500 Excess Profit Tax; Big Bite 


Into $7,436,000 Earning in 1940 





fhe Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
¢em made $1,400,000 more last year 
than it did in 1939, but the net con- 
golidated profit for 1940 was less be- 
eause of the much heavier taxes it 


had to pay to the Federal govern- 
ment. CBS in its preliminary finan- 
cial report issued to stockholders last 
week estimated the net earnings for 
1940 as $4,806,000, whereas in 1939 
these net earnings were $5,001,500. 
With taxes included Columbia's 
gross profit for 1940 figures $7,- 
436.000. In 1939 this gross take was 
$6,128,657. The network's gross time 
billings in ‘40 were $41,025,549, 
while the gross overturn for 1939 
was $34,539,665. 

Net earnings for 1940 as estimated 





’* 
» 


INS, OUTS AT NBC 








| Schenck in N. 
Sweetser, MacGregor, Dodge Out 





| In the reshuffle of NBC’s produc- 
‘tion department last week three men 


departed and two were added to the | 
staff. The newcomers were Charles | 


Schenck, formerly a production man 
with NBC in Chicago, 
' Leader, who comes from Roger White 
| Productions, Inc. The exitees were 
| Norman Sweetser, Sherman Mac- 
' Gregor and Frank Dodge. 

Another department move made 
|the appointment of Joseph S. Bell 
land G@orge Maynard, staff produc- 
'tion men, as assistants to Wilfred S. 
| Roberts, eastern production mana- 


in the report is equal to $2.80 per lger. Bell will supervise dramatic 
share as compared with $2.91 PeT | programs and Maynard musical 
share for the previous year. In 1939 shows. 


Columbia's Federal taxes amounted | 


to $1,127,157. For 1940 it’s paying 
$1,819.500 for Federal income taxes 
and $810,500 for Federal excess 
profits taxes. The difference in tax 
payments for the two years repre- 
sents approximately $1,500,000. 

Following is the arithmetical setup 
for the two years: 


1940 
Cons. Net Earnings........ $4,806,000 
Income Taxes......ccceee. 1,819,500 
Excess Profit Taxes........ 810,500 


Gross Earnings ..... eeee 
1939 

Cons. Net Earnings........$5,001,500 

Tubome TUNES... cccseoess Mebet et 


Gross Earnings.........-. $6,128,657 

Columbia Broadcasting System, 
directors last week declared 
initial dividend payable for 1941 
with the declaration of a 45c divvy 
on present Class A and Class B 
shares. Dividend is payable March 7 
to stockholders on record at close of 
business, Feb. 21. 

CBS paid $2 on both class of 
shares last year, with many distribu- 
tions of 45c, plus extras, late in the 
year. 


LECTURE ARMY MEN 
ON PUBLIC RELATION 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 

Members of the WIP staff will 
give lectures on the principles of 
public relations to officers of the 
28th Division, Pennsylvania National 
Guard, now undergoing preliminary 
studies at the Valley Forge Military 
Academy, near here, prior to going 
into active training at Indiantown 
Gap, Pa., later this month. 

Among the lecturers will be Major 
Edward A. Davies, WIP vice-presi- 
dent, a pioneer in the organization of 
public relation systems for the Army. 
Other staffers to give talks will be 
Murray Arnold, program director; Ed 
Wallis, newly appointed publicity 
head; Clif Harris, technical super- 
visor; Eddie Mayer, WIP news edi- 
tor, and William Robinson, director 
of the WIP recording labs. 


Wendell Adams’ CBS Job 


Wendell Adams has been put in 
charge of CBS’ popular sustaining 
programs. 

He was on the network's produc- 
tion staff, and before that he was 
in the musical department. 











. $7,436,000 | 


the | 





| Old Dutch Cleanser’s 
‘Bachelor’s Children’ To 
Red; Formerly MBS, CBS 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
‘Bachelor’s Children’ show, which 
‘has been.on Mutual, and now on Co- 
|lumbia, for Old Dutch Cleanser, 
shifts to NBC-Red on March 24. 
| Set through the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency, show will gallop 
| Monday-through-Friday at 9:15 a.m. 
|CST over 35 outlets. 
| Old Dutch is a product of the 
, Cudahy Packing Co. 











‘SEEDS AGENCY ADDS 
EDWARDS, AUSTIN 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Russell Seeds agency last week 
hired Fred Edwards to be radio time 
buyer and Calvin Austin to be a 
new business contact. Edwards is 
{from Fort Worth and Austin from 
| Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 
| Heretofore only Seeds agency’s 
head man, Freeman Keyes, has con- 
| centrated on new accounts. 


| 
Ralph Miller Succeeds 
| Chapman as WKY Exec 


Oklahoma ‘City, Feb. 11. 

Ralph Miller, formerly advertising 
|}manager of the Farmer-Stockman, 
|has become the new commercial 
| manager of WKY. He relieves Rob- 
|} ert Chapman, who returns to the na- 
| tional “advertising department of the 
| Oklahoman and Times. 

Miller has been in New York for 
|the past year as manager of the 
Basic Newspaper Group, Inc. 


Miami-Seattle Jump 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

After six weeks in Miami, the Lew 
Valentine ‘Dr. I. Q.’ quiz show for 
}candy scrams north for a six-week 
irun for the stage of the Orpheum in 
Seattle. 

Shift takes place as of Feb. 24. 
Set through the Grant agency here 
which handles the Mars account. 























: AFRA Tags L. A. 


Stations ‘Unfair 





Vic Dalton’s KMTR, Ben 


Frown From 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Two indie stations, Vic Dalton’s 
KMTR and Ben McGlashen’s KGFV, 
have been declared ‘unfair’ by 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists. National board has approved 
decision of the local chapter and 
members of AFRA, Screen Actors 
Guild, Actors Equity and other affil- 
jates of Associated Actors and Art- | 
istes of America have been advised | 
that their acceptance of work with | 
either station will jeopardize their | 
standing. 

KMTR is charged with firing an-} 


McGlashen’s KGFJ Draw 


Talent Union 


nouncers because of their union ties 
and refusal to negotiate for an AFRA 
shop agreement. KGFJ has refused 
to sign an AFRA agreement, accord- 
ing to officials of the Federation. 


First offshoot of the taboo was the 
cancellation of a broadcast over 
KMTR tonight (Tues.) by David O. 
Selznick of lobby ceremonies at 
opening of ‘Rebecca’ at the Hawaii 
theatre. Stars of the picture and 
other celebs were to have been inter- 
viewed as a KMTR feature, 





and Anton | 





High Strategy Among Sponsors 





men is the game of chess 


riods. The pawns in this 


of a competitor’s show. 
A notable devotee of this 
manufacturer. This compa 





concerned, 
will then scan the ratings of 
His next move is to pick out 


high-rating serial. 





} 


One of the byplays in radio which both 
intrigue and amuse observing advertising 


among big users of daytime network pe- 


giams and the object of the shuffling of a 
dramatic serial from one spot to another is 


from Chicago | to whittle down the pulling power, or rating, 


that a competitor’s has moved up among the 
leading daytime serials as far as ratings are 
The chess-minded manufacturer 


pers and spot it opposite the competitor's 
Not infrequently there 
is attached to the shifted program a product 


uct advertised 
which goes on 
It is also n 
game are pro- 


to radio, and 
vertising men 
turbed about. 
to it. 

One manufa 
day and gets I 


game is a soap 
ny will notice 


his own shows. 
one of the top- 


about striking 
if need be, 


which is in direct competition with the prod- 
high-rating serial. 


minded sponsor to take a chance of sacri- 
ficing the rating of his own show so long as 
he is able to knock the competitor’s serial 
off its popularity pinnacle. To a certain de- 
gree it’s the dog-eat-dog philosophy applied 


petitor bides his time and when the oppor- 
tunity avails itself he likewise has no qualms 


on the other manufacturer’s 


ot uncommon for the chess- 


general reaction of these ad- 
is that its nothing to get dis- 
Business is quite accustomed 


cturer makes a fast move one 


1imself an edge, but the com- 


quickly and as devastatingly, 








‘15-YEAR-OLD SINGER 
BACK FROM NBC, CHI 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 





from KWK who has been network- 
| ing from Chicago, is back at KWK 
| with two programs daily. Discovered 
'by Bert Igou three years ago girl 
became a big fave locally and was 
grabbed six months later by NBC. 

She now warblés with Al Sarli’s 
orchestra every a.m. at 10:45 o’clock 
| and again in the p.m. with the KWK 
| studio orch, 


‘US. Agency (Toledo) 
Men Join Kastor in Chi; 
Accounts to Follow? 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Kastor agency here has added a 
| flock of execs from the U. S. Adver- 
tising agency of Toledo, Seven key 
men move over and there is re- 
| ported in this wholesale shift a pos- 
| sibility that a couple of the top ac- 
} counts may also shift. 

Three top U. S. agency execs mov- 
ing from Toledo to Chi are president 
|Harold Merillat, exec v.p. John 
| Toigo, who was chief of copy and 

production, and George Piper, v.p. 
| for marketing and media. Others 
{shifting are T. O. Gibbs, *Arthur 
|Gerkin, Ralph Salor and Hazel 
| Kelly. 

Another Kastor agency acquisition 
is Weston Hill, coming from a long 
sojourn with Ruthruff & Ryan and 
| Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency. 


! 

















Toledo, O., Feb. 11. 
The U. S. Advertising Corp. said no 
|accounts were going to the Kastor 
|} agency with the men’ and that the 
company here was continuing opera- 
| tions as in the past. 





|22-Year-Old Announcer 


Dies of Heart Attack 


Buffalo, Feb. 11. 
Feeling a heart seizure coming on, 
| Announeer Herbert (Reed) Barden 





|of WGR-WKBW pulled his car to the | 


| curb of a downtown street Wednes- 

| day night (5), where police, notified 

| by passersby, found him dead at the 
| wheel. He was 22. 

Barden left a local newspaper job 

in 1938 to join announcing staff of 


WEBR, going to WBNY before join- | 


| ing WGR-WKBW. 


| Besides radio, Barden also was a | 


member of the Roadside Players, 
| stock group. He is survived by his 
| parents and a sister. 


Renew Glenn Miller 


Glenn Miller is being renewed by 
Chesterfield for another year. De- 
| tails of the new contract have been 
completed and signatures will be ex- 
changed shortly, even though the 
present contract doesn’t expire until] 
the end of March. 

Miller’s salary for the three week- 
ly programs, plus rebroadcasts, is 
given as $4,850, 


KDYL’s 250-Seater 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 11, 
New radio center for KDYL, Salt 
Lake’s NBC red outlet, begins con- 
struction in 60 days, or as soon as the 
weather permits. 
Building will 











cost $125,000, and 





pacity theatre. 


Betty Barrett, 15-year old singer | 


will be a three-story reinforced con- | 
| crete structure, including a 250 ca- | 


AFRA Negotiates 


in Scattered Areas 





Detroit, Cincinnati, Portland, St. Louis Huddles— 
Break Off Relations With Three in Miami 





RADIO BONERS 


$5 Prizes Draws Lots of Evidence— 
Jokes Mistaken 








Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 

The Milwaukee Journal and WTMJ 
started something last September 
when they began offering a $5 prize 
weekly to the listener sending in the 
best radio boner that could be car- 
;tooned for its Sunday amusement 
, section, Edgar A. Thompson, radio 
| editor, asserts that between 500 and 
which means there are an awful lot 
of boners pulled (from any station), 
| even though there are some dupli- 
| cates in the responses and an occa- 
sional dimwit mistakes a radio 
comic’s gag for a boner. 








Priest Warns of ‘Dangers’ 
Of Radio Propaganda By 


Albany, N. Y., Feb. 11. 

Rev. William M. Slavin, member 
of the Catholic Central High School 
| faculty and commentator for several 
|years on the Catholic Laymen’s 
Radio Guild’s Sunday afternoon 
program over WABY, told members 
of the Parent-Teacher Association 
of Sand Lake and Poestenkill ‘I 
| consider the radio more dangerous 
| than the newspapers in the broad- 
| casting of propaganda.’ Father Savin, 
who has severely air-criticized ‘radio 
commentators,’ explained to the PTA 
that he thought ‘radio broadcasters 
are more apt to be emotional and 
| to rely less on facts than newspaper 
| correspondents,’ 

Father Slavin, in a recent broad- 
| cast, blasted radio commentators for 
criticizing Col. Charles A. Lindbergh 
on the alleged ground the famous 
| flier, testifying before a Congres- 
sional committee, was inexperienced 
|in foreign affairs. Father Slavin, de- 
| clared sarcastically, these same com- 
mentators felt qualified to discuss 
| international matters, economics, 
| politics, theology and ‘anything else 
| that comes into their head.’ 





600 letters now come in every week, | 


Emotional Newscasters | 


American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists has new contracts and renewals 
in various degrees of negotiations 
with a number of stations in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. Among 
the outlets with which pacts have 
just been signed are WWJ (new) 
and WXYZ (renewal), both in De- 
troit, and WLW (renewal), Cincin- 
nati. New contract has been ac- 
cepted by KWK, St. Louis, and will 
be signed as soon as Robert T. Con- 
vey, the station’s general manager, 
returns from Washington. Renewal 
pact with KSD, St. Louis, is said to 
be in the ‘last stages’ of negotiation. 

Huddles regarding contracts are 
currently being carried on with 
| KGW and KEX, Portland, Ore., and 
|with WKRC, Cincinnati. Negotia- 
tions have just been broken off with 
three Miami stations, WIOD, WMAQ 
and WKAT. James Porter, one of 
the union’s two national organizers, 
left the Florida resort last week and 
after a short visit to the national 
headquarters in New York, returned 
to his regular office in Detroit. He 
will remain there indefinitely. Hy- 
man Faine, the other national or- 
ganizer, is currently in St. Louis, 
but will leave soon for his regular 
headquarters in Cincinnati. 

Detroit Convention 

Several of the AFRA locals have 
|named their representatives to the 
| committee which is drawing up four 
| constitutional amendments, to be 
| submitted to the national convention 
Aug. 14-17, in Detroit. Four sug- 
|gested changes would effect the 
| union’s internal structure and, since 
they were of a complicated nature 
and not immediately necessary, were 
| turned over to a special committee 
|for clarification. Everett Clark is 
| chairman of the group, whose mem- 
| bers so far include Alex McKee, 
| Kenneth Roberts and John Brown, 
|of New York; Virginia Payne, Phil 
Lord (not writer-producer Phillips 
H. Lord) and Dan Sutter of Chicago, 
|Gwen DeLany of Detroit, and Dell 
Gibbs of Dallas, 

New York local will henceforth 
hold its regular membership meet- 
ing quarterly instead of monthly, as 
before. Idea is that with few press- 
ing issues currently before the local, 
better attendance will result if the 
sessions are held less frequently. 











—— 


~ Labor Board to Hear Charges 





Case of Announcers at WIOD Before NLRB in N.O. 
—AFRA Brings Up Novel Compensation Claim 





Unique point is being raised by the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists in a National Labor Relations 
Board complaint being filed this 
morning (Wednesday) against sta- 
tion WIOD, Miami. Case is being 
brought before the board in New 
Orleans, which has jurisdiction over 
Florida labor cases. 

Issue involves two announcers, Bill 
Pennell and John Simpson, whom 
the station, AFRA alleges, fired be- 
cause of union activities. Union is 
demanding their reinstatement with 
pay for all the intervening time. In 
addition AFRA is raising a novel 
issue in asking that the men be also 
' paid the regular fees for commercial 





programs from which they were 
dropped. Explained by the union 
that their employment on the spon- 
sored shows was dependent on their 
being members of the station’s reg- 
ular announcing staff. 

Henry Jaffe, attorney for AFRA, 
is handling the union’s case. James 
Porter, national organizer, has been 
discussing the cases and the matter 
of a regular AFRA contract with the 
station. AFRA has also been dick- 
ering with the two other Miami out- 
lets, WQAM and WKAT, but come 
fabs with all three have since been 
broken off and Porter has returned 
| to his regular headquarters in De- 
' troit. 
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Students’ Daft Ideas of ASCAP-BMI 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 

That BMI-ASCAP row now has reached the classrooms and evidence 
uncovered pictures a great public fog. Here are a few of the answers 
to a question presented to 200 Intermediate School pupils by Lorraine 
A. Wachner, a graduate student in radio broadcasting, as a project con- 
ducted under the supervision of Wayne University. 
Asked ‘What do ASCAP and BMI mean to you”’, the pupils answered: 

1. They are colleges in the South. 

2. It means that orchestras can’t play what they want to over the 

10. 

ac ASCAP and BMI have gone on a strike. Whoever strikes the 
longest wins and the other has to pay him a copyright. 

4. BMI stands for the Boston Medical Institute. 

5. ASCAP is a kind of code language which is used instead of Eng- 
lish while the war is on. They use it on the radio. 

6. BMI has taken most of the popular records away from ASCAP 
and won't let them have them back unless they pay a lot of money. 

7. They are two companies who had a dispute. BMI won, so ASCAP 
can’t play their music. 

8. BMI—I don’t know. ASCAP isa kind of soap you use when you 
get eczema. 

9. They are codes that are used during wars. 
over short-wave radio stations right now. 

(Only about one-tenth the answers showed a ‘semi-clear’ idea of what 
it was all about, Garnet R. Garrison, director of the university’s radio 
department, said after the survey.) 


GUATEMALA I 
WEIGHING CBS 
TERMS 


Guatemala City, Jan. 30. Fly of FCC, Lundsford Yarnell of 
Radioifusora Nacional has received | NBC, Mathew Gordon and Raymond 
an offer from H. V. Akerberg, a vice- | Gram Swing. 
president of the Columbia Broad-| Quincy Howe will preside over the 
casting System, who was recently in | censorship panel discussion. Morris 
Guatemala, and may decide to ac-! Ernst will discuss ‘The Separation of 
cept. Guatemala radio men con-| Radio and Press’ in probably the 
sidered proposed terms reasonable | day’s most significant address. 


: “ic COURTNEY'S DEPARTURE 





They are using them 








‘PRESS-RADIO SEPARATION’ 


Theme of Ernst Talk at Civil Liber- 
ties New York Meeting Today 








The American Civil Liberties 
Union is devoting today (Wednesday ) 
to a luncheon and meeting at the 
Hotel Commodore, New York. 


and allied matters are these radio 
representatiyes: Joseph Miller of 











binding Radioifusora to Columbia ex- 


— 


RI-KARI CLAUSE 





ASCAP INSISTS Fio-Rito Music in Vacated Weems Time 








6 , 
PON POOLING Mars Takes Pre-Benny Slot as Music Lore Show 


Folds—Mills Buys ‘Lone 


Ranger’ 





WIP TO MUTUAL 


100% Tie-up Ends WFIL’s Philadel- 
phia Link 


Tells Department of Justice 
It Cannot Hope to Survive 
If Stripped Down to Mere 
Police Organization 








Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 

Beginning March 1, WIP will be 
the exclusive Philly outlet for the 
Mutual Broadcasting System, it is 
revealed by Benedict Gimbel, Jr., | 
WIP prexy. He signed a contract 
change in the last week with W. E. MacFarlane, 
4 MBS president, in Chicago. | 
Granting WIP sole franchise for 
Mutual programs here marked the 
end of a year’s feud between the net- | 
work and WFIL, which at one time | 
was Philly’s only MBS affiliate. | 
WFIL is also outlet for NBC-Blue | 
and is key station for the Quaker 





FAIR OUTLOOK 











Only ' significant 
negotiations between the U. S. De-} 
partment of Justice and ASCAP for | 
a consent decree during the past | 
week is that both sides have soft- | 
ened up somewhat. Both factions | 
have made concessions, but the whole | 
deal can still blow up and the next | 
day or two will tell whether peace | 


Scheduled to speak on censorship | 


N. A. B. Telford Taylor and James | 


clusively. This was unacceptable 

and was immediately crossed out, ap- 

parently without objection from | EN ¢ S N 
Akerberg. | DS WM A OWLI G 


The president of Guatemala is 


studying the Columbia document fur- | 


ther. 





WMCA, New York, dropped all- | 


night operation following last Fri- 
day’s (7) owl program. Instead of 
24-hour operation, which had been 
| in effect for couple months, the out- 
let will 





| 
- 
Belle Baker’s Son a Writer 


New Haven, Feb. 11. 
Herbert Abrahams, son of Belle 


Baker, the vaude headliner makes| down. | 
his radio debut Feb. 24 authoring Station advances no reason for the } 
‘Rubaiyat of Homer Kahn,’ to be! change other than the fact that Alan | 


presented by Yale drama depart- 
ment’s Listeners theatre on WICC 
and Colonial net. 


left to become 
at WOV, 


night program 
New York. 


has 
| manager 


Exempt Radio Children 


Amateur Programs Are Specifically Guarded From 
Force of Proposed Child Labor Statute 


Albany, Feb. 11. 

The five-page Ehrlich - Hampton 
bill proposing a uniform law through- | 
out New York State on the employ- | 
metn in show business of children 
under 16, new carries this exception 
as to radio: ‘The provisions of sub- | 
division on B of this section (pro- | 
hibiting employment as an acrobat, | 
rider, singer, dancer, musician,| and character of the proposed ex- 
trouper, etc., whether or not an ad-| hibition.’ Also ‘a true and accurate 
mission fee is charged and whether | statement’ detailing ‘the entire part 
or not the child or any other person | to be taken and each and every act 
1s to be compensated for the use of | 
such child therein ‘Shall not apply | by such child.’ 
to the participation or employment, | must be acted upon ‘forthwith’ and 
use or exhibition of any child... .’| ‘in no event be delayed in excess of 
for not longer than one hour a week | forty-eight hours after the receipt 
in any amateur radio programs in| thereof.’ 
Cases where persons broadcasting do 
80 from the principal broadcasting 
Studio of a regularly licensed broad- 
Casting company during hours when | 
attendance upon instruction is not 
required by the education law.’ The 
Phrase ‘amateur’ is no further de- 
fined. In fact, the whole matter of 
Tadio has never been touched or 
Clarified, under present laws relat- 
ing*to employment of kids, it is 
understood. | 

_+he prohibitions generally of sub- 
division B may be waived by per- 
mission of local boards of education, 
School districts, etc., applications for 


, such consent to be made at least 72 
hours before the proposed perform- 
ance. Applications shall specify the 
true and stage name of the child, the 
place and date of its birth, names 
and residences of parents or guard- 
ians, the nature, time duration and 
number of performances for which 
permission is sought and the place 





MODESS FOR RADIO? 


Young & Rubicam: Trying to Beat 
Kotex Verboten of 10 Years 








is seeking to 
Kotex failed 


Young & Rubicam 
get Modess on the air. 


advertising. 

Agency is figuring on a test cam- 
paign, but meanwhile it has submit- 
ted for approval to stations some 
copy it has worked up on the prod- 
; uct. 


return to a 1:15 a.m. shut- 
| 


Courtney, who had m.c.d the shows, | 


and thing to be done and performed | 
The applications | 


‘for 10 years all efforts to use radio | 


or whether’ the 


in the Wisconsin courts. In any 
| event the ASCAP board agreed at an 
all-day session Monday (10) that the 
decree now under discussion gives 
the organization a much better break 
| toward continued existence than the 
| one the Goverment offered the So- 
ciety last December. 





board have pretty well reached an 


agreement on all points but one, and | 


it is according to the disposition 
| which the Government makes of this 


point that the entire outlook of the! 
On this particular | 


| Society pends. 
point, paragraph one of the depart- 
ment’s proposed decree, devolves, 
contend the ASCAP directors, the 
future existence of their organiza- 
tion. If the paragraph in question 
| is revised to the point where ASCAP 
'can go on operating as a licensing 
pool as well as a policing setup, the 
consent decree will be signatured 


and filed with the Federal court in | 


Milwaukee by the end of next week. 
If the Government's legalites stand 
pat on this provision, the outlook, 
ASCAP boardmen agree, is fight, 
|and more fight. 


The provision in the consent decree | 


which now looms as the crux be- 


tween peace and war is as follows: | 


Defendant is enjoined from 

; acquiring or asserting any ex- 

clusive right in any musical 

composition as agent, trustee or 
otherwise on behalf of any 
copyright owner or other owner 
of the performing right, or pur- 
suant to any understanding or 
agreement with such owner to 
pay for such right a share of or 
an amount measured by the re- 

| ceipts or revenues of ASCAP. 

To consent to tne above provision, 
ASCAP directors hold, would be 
tantamount to suicide for’ the 
Society. The Society under this para- 
graph is not only barred from deal- 

|} ing in performing rights pools but 

| is prevented from basing its royalty 
allocations on the Society’s gross col- 
lections. In other words, ASCAP 
could only continue as a policing or- 
ganization providing enough copy- 
right owners agreed to pay it a per- 
centage of the royalties they 
lected. 


col- 


Other Clauses 


As for the other provisions in the 
proposed consent decree ASCAP has 
either agreed to each one _ indi- 
vidually or succeeded in getting 
some of the stiff phrasing revised. It 
has agreed to exercise no ‘dis- 
crimination in prices or terms be- 
| tween licensees similarly situated, 
| subject to differentials based upon 
| applicable business factors.’ 

ASCAP has also agreed to license 
its music on any one of three bases, 
per piece, per program or in bulk, 
but where it holds it has gained a 
decided advantage over the proposed 
decree of last December is that the 
present decree applies the fee at the 
source, so that ASCAP can collect 
directly from the networks. ASCAP 
has never favored at heart any plan 
but the bulk arrangement, but it 
harbors the hope that what it may 
lose in bulk payments from _ indi- 
vidual stations will be more than 

overcome by the coin that will most 
| likely be ASCAP’s when it is able to 
(Continued on page 26) 


with radio is in the immediate offing | 
controversy is) 
doomed for a stand of many months | 


The Government and the ASCAP | 


Network. 

Consequently the station had been 
| in hot water with Mutual due to its 
| inability to carry many of the net- 
| work's programs here because of 
/commitments to the other hookups. 
| Last fall MBS began feeding some of 
| its programs through WIP, with the 
'number gradually increasing early 
| this year. 
| The coolness between WFIL and 
Mutual was accentuated two weeks 
| ago when the station failed to invite 
| any of the network's officials to the 

Poor Richard advertising club’s ban- 
quet, while inviting virtually all of 
| NBC's bigwigs. 

WFIL will continue to carry Mu- 
tual programs whose contracts have | 
not expired. When they Rave re- 
newed they will be shifted to WIP. 








Windy Hogan, F. Krueger 


On WHOM AIl-Nite Show 


Hogan and Frank | 


Using Windy 





General Mills folds its ‘Beat the 
Band’ quiz with Ted Weems band on 
the NBC-red Feb. 23 and the follow. 
ing Sunday (2) Mars candy will take 
over the pre-Benny spot (6:30-7 p.m.) 
for a variety program headed by 
Jackie Heller and Ted Fio-Rito’s or- 
chestra. There will be also guests 
and an m.c. The hookup will con- 
sist of 28 stations. 

The Weems show, which plugs the 
cereal, Kix, is a quiz which requires 
the band’s personnel to demonstrate 
a wide acquaintance with pop musi- 
cal lore. Weems will have completed 
a year’s run for the account. Gen- 
eral Mills has meanwhile contracted 
for ‘The Lone Ranger’ on Mutual 
and will underwrite a hookup of 
around 40 stations for the western 
starting in May. The allied produc 
will be Kix. 

Mrs. maker of the O’Henry bar 
also has the ‘Dr, I. Q.”’ quiz. Gran 
is the agency on the latter and the 
new show. 


CLICK’ NEWEST 
MAGAZINE. 
ON AIR 


—-— 





Click has joined the list of maga- 
zines using radio. It’s buying spot 
announcements. Making availability 
inquiries in behalf of a mag is the 
Raymond Spector agency. The ob- 


Krueger, WHOM this week started | ect in this case is chain break ane 
'an all-night program, scheduled to | nouncement, but with Spector offi- 
go on air at midnight and continue | cially declining to disclose the name 
_until 7 a. m. Hogan rated as the sta- | of the mag for the time being. 

tion’s new ad-lib find, has ventnaed | Other current radio users among 
| George McCoy, who now does his | the mags are Liberty, Look and Fri- 


Broadway street interviews over 
WEAF. 

Early morning stint will feature 
records, with recorded music includ- 
ing ASCAP and BMI tunes. 
| continues his 11:15 p.m. show. 


| 
| G. W. Johnstone, radio director of 


| Democratic National Committee, to 
Florida. 





Abandon ‘ASCAP on Parade | 


oe —— 


Hogan | 


| day. 





Mrs. F.D.R. on ‘Bridge’ 
| Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt makes 
| another appearance on WMCA, New 
| York’s ‘Friendship Bridge’ program 
| Feb, 19. 

Show airs locally, but it’s main 
| purpose is for shortwave transmis- 
‘sion to England via WRUL, Boston, 


> 


Society’s Propaganda Series Ends After Third Pro- 
gram—‘Benefit’ Characteristics Made It Tough 


- 


Billy Rose and Oscar Hammerstein, 
gave their ultimatums to ASCAP 
Monday morning (10) that they’d 
have to bow out of the ‘ASCAP on 
Parade’ radio shows, as producer and 
scripter respectively, because it was 
evolving into a full-time job, and 
that afternoon the ASCAP board de- 
cided to drop the entire series. 
Only three of a projected 13-time se- 
quence had been given. 

Rose found that it was a last- 
minute proposition; that while the 
pro-ASCAP radiocasts were in the 
nature of ‘for the common cayse,’ it 
still resolved itself down to a ‘bene- 
, fit,” meaning that the free-talent stars 
had to be humored and 
Lone exception was Al Jolson, who 
starred on the second show, and was 
actually sore that he hadn’t been in- 
vited to be on the debut program. 


Id 


2G, 


Bad Set-Up 
Being a ‘benefit,” it became a) 
catch-as-catch-can proposition, and 
Rose had little assistance in lining 


up names. Result was that all day 
Saturday was the actual whipping-it- 
into-shape, working right up until 
the 8 p.m. start for the hour’s show, 


coddled. | 


|of other indie stations in Philadel- 
phia, Washington and _ Baltimore. 
Thereafter the show went out gratis 
to some 117 indie outlets on platters. 
For the New York live broadcasts, 
ASCAP had insisted on paying for 
the time, despite the generous array 
of free name talent to the stations, 
and a deal was set for 50% of the 
card rates. Only the Robert Rus- 
sell Bennett orchestra of 24 and 
Robert Shaw’s choir of 18 were paid, 
and it was this last-minute throw- 
together of the show which didn’t 
reflect as favorably as it might on 
the orchestral and vocal arrange- 
ments. 

Rose is planning to put a new Lia- 
mond Horseshoe (nitery) show into 
rehearsal in three weeks, and Ham- 
merstein has a Broadway operetta 
;commitment with Sigmund Romberg 
|which forced him to quit scripting 
|‘ASCAP on Parade.’ 

Some choose to see in the So- 
ciety’s decision not to substitute a 
new producer and scripter as a clue 
,to an early accord with both the 
Government, via the consent de- 
‘cree, and with the broadcasters on 
'a new licensing basis. However, it 


before an invited audience at WMCA | doesn’t necessarily follow that the 
which, with WOV, WNEW and/D. of J. consent decree would in- 
WHN. in New York, picked it up| fluence a hasty pact with the net- 
lon a hookup, along with a couple | work broadcasters. 
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Big League Broadcasts Called Bad 


For Attendance in Home Town Parks 





Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 

The Inter-State Baseball League 
meeting here last Thurs, (6) voted 
to ban the broadcast of major league 
games from stations in the eight 
cities whose teams make up the 
Inter-State League. Officials of the 
league blamed 
league games for loss of patronage 
that has brought serious financial 
difficulties to many of its teams. 

The ban—if upheld by Judge Kene- 
saw Mountain Landis—will be a 
blow to the stations involved as the 
baseball account was a lucrative one 
during the slack summer 
Cities in the league are Wilmington, 
Allentown, Harrisburg, Reading, 
York, Lancaster, Trenton and Hagers- 
town, Md. 

Arthur H. Ehlers, executive vice- 
president, said he was confident that 
the league’s action would be upheld 
by Landis under organized baseball's 
‘territorial rights,” which forbids any 
team to operate within ten miles of 
the outskirts of another city in or- 
ganized ball. 

‘We're doing this principally be- 
cause the fans in our cities tune in 
on major league game broadcasts and 
quit coming to see their home teams 
play,’ Ehlers said. 


Ehlers said Landis could forbid the | 


Athletics and the Phillies to allow 
their games to be broadcast in the 
eight cities in his league. (Games 
were broadcast last year under spon- 
sorship of the Atlantic 


on games broadcast direct from 
Philly. 
However, pumping of games to 


local stations or rebroadcast of re- 
cordings of the games, would be 
strictly verboten. Virtually all of 
the teams in the Inter-State are 
owned or controlled by big league 
outfits. 


105 Stations 
Have Flanagan 


Discs From WLW 


Cincinnati, Feb. 11. 
Addition of five outlets this week 
makes 105 stations, in 27 states, that 
are carrying weekly half-hour pro- 
grams sponsored by Father Flana- 








gan’s Boys Home in Boys Town, 
Neb. They originate Sunday aft- 
ernoons on WLW. Series started 


Oct. 6, last. Recordings are made in 
the Crosley studios under super- 
vision of Harold Carr, WLW produc- 
tion chief. 

John Amrein plays the role of 
Father Flanagan in episodes drama- 
tizing cases of homeless and aban- 
doned boys coming under the lat- 
ter’s care. Others in the cast, all 
from the Crosley talent staff. are 
Lon Clark, Ray Shannon, Mina- 
belle Abbott, Frances Weil, Chris- 
tine Klein, Mary Louise Lantz. Joe 
Harding, Bob Kappas, Tommy Kane, 
Wells Ginn and Billy Martin. Script- 
ing is done by Van Woodward, who 
accompanied Carr on several trips to 
Boys Town to absorb atmosphere 


WMCA Asks Dismissal 


Knickerbocker Broadeasting Co., 
Inc. (WMCA), asked the N. Y. su- 
preme court yesterday (Tuesday) to 
dismiss a $100,000 suit against it 
brought by the Broadcast Producers 
of N. Y. Reasons advanced for the 
dismissal are lack of prosecution. 

Plaintiff claims to have created a 
radio program called 
Men’ and submitted it to WMCA. It 
is claimed the defendant appropriat- 
ed it for itself and ruined a deal 
plantiff had with Emergency Shelter, 
Inc., for the program’s sponsorship. 








Divorces Eric Howlett 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 

Charging that he refused to give 
up ‘a strange woman’ thus blocking 
ea reconcillation between them, Eric 
S. Hewlett, dramatic director for 
Station WJR here, was divorced by 
his wife, Anna. 

Circuit Judge Adolph F. Marsch- 
ner ordered him to pay $200 monthly 
for the support of the couple's two 
daughters. 


the airing of big; 


season. | 


Refining, | 
General Foods and Socony Gasoline). | 
It would be impossible, he said, to, 
forbid fans in those cities to tune in| : 
| the station continues with a program 


‘Makers of | 





Naylor Rogers Out As 
 WOV Shakeup Goes On; 
Courtney Spans Evening 





Personnel changes at WOV, New 

York. which had the station in a tur- 
moil last week, are continuing. Arde 
Bulova, who suddenly took over ac- 
‘tive management of the outlet, 
dropped two more executives and a 
number of minor employees this 
week, Other changes may follow. 

Naylor Rogers, recently brought 

from the Coast to be general man- 
ager, left at the end of the week. 
Hyla Kiczales, who was manager of 
the station before it was moved to 
its new location and who became 
Rogers’ assistant, has been given a 
month’s leave and reportedly sailed 
Monday (10) on a West Indies cruise. 
, Harold A. Lafount, general man- 
ager of all Bulova stations, is cur- 
rently in nominal charge of WOV, 
‘with Arthur Simon, manager of 
| WPEN, Bulova’s Philadelphia outlet, 
brought in as temporary assistant. 
However, Bulova is said to be re- 
taining active control. 

Reportedly a new general manager 
'and new sales manager are to be 
hired, but there is no indication who 
or when. Bulova, who Brought Ed- 
die Davis and his orchestra from La 
Rue’s restaurant, N. Y., as house 
band, replacing Jack Meakin, is un- 
derstood putting in still another crew 
at the end of this week. Meanwhile, 


of recorded dance music from 6 p.m. 
to midnight nightly. Alan Courtney, 
previously handling an early morn- 
ing recorded show over WMCA, New 


York, does the nightly six-hour stint | 


on WOV, besides holding the title of 
night program manager. 

Station’s daytime schedule, cur- 
| rently booked with Italian language 
commercials, may be drastically 
shuffied. Five-minute news programs 
ine English will be aired every hour 
on the hour, with Dave Casem shift- 
| ed from publicity to news. 


Sales meeting was held Friday (7), 
but no rate schedule was set. It had 
been previously stated that the sta- 
tion would establish a new rate card 
and ‘stick to it... Bulova is under- 
stood to be planning to 


| program policy to an all-English one. | 





‘Horace Hagedorn Quits 
| H.W. Wilson Rep Firm 


| Horace Hagedorn, New York man- 


ager for the H. W. Wilson rep firm, | 


is resigning as of April 1. He has 
been with Wilson since 1937, pre- 
viously having had a firm of his own 


in 1936-37, and before that acting as | 


representative for the Virginia 
Broadcasting System. Hagedorn is 
also originator of the Broadcasters 
Bull Session, a weekly get-together 


of colleagues in the N. Y. end of the | 


biz. 

No replacement as yet announced 
by H. W. Wilson, nor has the 
resignee indicated his new connec- 
tion. 


WFIL’s F-M Adjunct 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
WFIL has been granted permis- 








sion by FCC to build an F-M station | 


to broadcast on 45,300 kilocycles. 
Construction is expected to be com- 
pleted within 90 days and the station 
scheduled to take the air May 1. 

Studios, control room and offices 
of the F-M station will be buiét on 
the 18th floor of edifice which houses 
the present WFIL studios, 





Nerman Reed Off WBAB 
Atlantic City, Feb. 11. 
Norman Reed, manager of Atlantic 
City’s WBAB, since it began more 
than year ago, resigned Friday (7) 
to become program manager for 


shift the | 


Keeps Em Awake 





Atlanta, Feb. 11. 
J. Leonard Reinsch, manager 
of WSB in Atlanta, claims the 
new announcers’ bonus system 
recently put into use here is 
‘the best method yet devised to 
| insure systematic and conscien- 
| tious work by the men who face 
| the microphones.’ 
The amount of each week’s 
bonus for announcers is deter- 
| mined by amount of station busi- 
ness for the week. Spielers who 
| make serious bobbles are docked 
| half or all of the bonus, depend- 
| ing on the nature of the mistake. 


} 
| 


BKLYN BATTLE 
ENDS IN WWRL 
VICTORY 


Washington, Feb. 11. 


| Long wrangle over assignment of 
| the 1500 ke frequency between three 
‘Brooklyn stations was virtually 
jsettled Wednesday in favor of 
‘WWRL, Long Island Broadcasting 
'Co. In a proposed decision the Fed- 
‘eral Communications Commission ad- 
vocated three dismissals with preju- 
{dice and two denials on five appli- 
‘cations involved in the case, plus a 
| grant of WWRL’s plea for use of the 
,hours formerly allocated to WMBQ 
|and those presently used by WCNW. 
/Final adoption of the tentative de- 
‘cision will end a long siege of hair- 
| pulling between the Brooklynites. 
No evidence has been offered by 
the Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp. 
(WMBQ, Brooklyn) in support of its 
request for a renewal of license, 
Commish found in 
dismissal with prejudice. Similar 
treatment was proposed on the appli- 














cation of Lillian E. Kiefer, Brooklyn, | 


for WMBQ'’s facilities, since no evi- 
dence was forthcoming from appli- 
cant. Denial of a second application 


for WMBQ’s facilities—filed by Paul | 


J. Gollhofer—was recommended be- 
cause applicant has ‘failed to sus- 
‘tain the burden of proof that he is 
qualified to construct and operate a 
broadcast station, and in view of the 
manner in which he (Gollhofer), as 
| president of the Metropolitan Broad- 
| casting Corporation, operated station 
|\WMBQ...’ 


Spanking was delivered to Arthur 


ition of the station in violation of 


| 
the burden of proof that continued 
operation of the station would be in 
the public interest. Faske’s request 
for hours of operation formerly al- 
lotted to WMBQ and WWRL’s pres- 


ent operating hours should be dis- | 
regulators | 


missed with 


agreed. 
Confirmation of the proposed de- 
cision will give WWRL the operating 


prejudice 


| hours of WMBQ and WCNW, plus a | 


renewal of license. 





RUGGLES ON 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Beer accounts, verboten on the 
networks, will put a radio head on 
their lager via a transcription series 
framed by Van Fleming. Half-hour 
varlety show headed by Charles 
Ruggles is being peddled nationally 
only to breweries, due to the nature 
of the setup. 
the series for the Coast. 





| On the talent side with Ruggles | 
| are Benny Rubin, Betty Jane Rhodes, | 


| vocalist; Dave Rose’s orchestra and 


| Bill Brandt's ‘Singing Waiters.’ Flem- | 


ing also handles the Mutual co-op’er, 
‘I Want a Divorce.’ 





| 
| 


recommending | 


| Faske, licensee of WCNW, for opera- | 


Commish rules and failure to sustain | 


SUDS PLATTERS 


Acme beer has bought | 


WWDC, Washington, D. C. John L. | 
McClay, staff announcer, was upped | 
to succed Reed as manager of WBAB. | 
only newspaper-owned radio station | 
in New Jersey. 

Before heading WBAB. Reed was 
general manager of old WPG, city- 
owned station here for many years. 
In Washington, he will work under 
Edwin M. Spence, who preceded him 
as manager of WPG. Spence was for 
many years, secretary of National 
Association of Broadcasters and 
holds like post in National Independ- 

,} ent Broadcasters. 


Spud on Mutual 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Axton-Fisher tobacco 
arets) has lined up an ‘idea’ dra- 
matic series to start on a Mutual 
hookup in March. Precise nature of 
the show isn’t known, but it's re- 
ported to be a twice-weekly 30-min- 
, ute stanza with guest names, 





tled is the 
carry 


selection of 
the series. 
jthe agency, 


stations to 
Weiss & Geller is 


(Spud cig- | 


Principal matter remaining unset- | 


a 
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From the Production Centres 


SHPO? 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Raymond Paige, due back today from Florida, flew to Havana for a 
| meeting of composers and conductors....Stan Lomax, WOR sports com- 
| mentator, making a series of 300 short transcriptions for local commercial 
airing....New York’s municipally-owned station, WNYC, is currently air- 
ing two weekly dramatic shows based on democratic themes. One is 
‘Created Equal,’ a 60-minute stanza about great leaders of liberal thought, 
spotted at 5 p. m. Sundays. Other is about ‘The Bill of Rights’ and is a 
30-minute program scheduled at 1:30 p. m. Saturdays. Both started last 
weekend... .‘Created Equal,’ to run 26 weeks, will have scripts by Warren 
Pack, Howard Cook, Robert Ross and Edward Goldberger, with Mitchell 
| Grayson directing. ‘Bill of Rights,’ heard on Columbia’s ‘Pursuit of Hap- 
| piness’ program last season, is scripted and directed by Grayson. 
| Alois Havrilla doing still another news series over WOR five nights a 
week... .‘Pageant of Art’ moved up from late afternoon to replace ‘Wings 
Over America’ at 12:30 p. m. Sundays over NBC....Alma Kitchell’s ‘Pin 
Money Party’ moves from Monday morning to Thursday afternoon on the 
same hookup....WOR is trying a series of five and 10-minute novelty 
shows Saturdays between 8:15 and 8:50 a. m.....Joe Marsala guests on 
WNYC tomorrow (Thursday) afternoon....‘Ghost Town,’ the Richard 
Rodgers ballet score, will be played over WNYC tomorrow evening. 


‘Can You Top This?’ with Joe Laurie, Jr.. Harry Hershfield and Senator 
Ford, moves from 9:30 to 8 p. m. Monday nights and extends to the Mutual 
network starting next week (17)....Eddie Davis’ orchestra, from LaRue’s 
restaurant, N. Y., doing an audition week as house band at WOV.... 
‘Gasoline Alley,’ based on the comic strip, starts a five-a-week ride over 
WEAF-NBC next Monday (17), after two buildup spots this week.... 
| Kane Campbell is scripting it....Muriel Angelus, legit and film actress- 
singer, and Emma Otero, Cuban vocalist, each doing twice-weekly series 
on WEAF-NBC. 


Isabel Manning Hewson doing new Monday-Friday series ‘Morning 
Market Basket’ on WEAF locally... .‘Weekend Whimsy,’ variety show with 
Dick Dinsores band, Loulie Jean, Kenny Gardiner and Doug Browning, 
newcomer Saturday mornings on WEAF-NBC....Dorothy Thompson now 
sponsored by Savarin Coffee Sunday nights over WOR....‘Guy Hedlund 
Players, dramatic stanza originating at WTIC, Hartford, starts March 1 
on WEAF-NBC....Stella Unger begins a Hollywood news series Feb. 22 
in the Saturday afternoon spot on NBC red, replacing ‘Calling All Stamps’ 
-..-Edith Meiser due back from the Coast in about a month. 

Procter & Gamble boosted the outlay 10% for Sandra Michael's ‘Against 
the Storm’ serial, so John E. Gibbs, the package-producer of the show, 
passed along a similar hike to the cast....Stand By, the AFRA magazine, 
carried its own symposium on Joe Julian’s Variety article about radio 
| acting... .Jessica Tandy, Raymond Edward Johnson and Burford Hampden 
; noons... .Jessica Tandy, Raymond Edward Johnson and Burford Hampden 
| to play the leads in ‘Of Human Bondage,’ next Wheatena Playhouse drama. 


| Paul Hernried formeg Vienna and London legit and film actor cur- 





+++ 











| rently in ‘Flight to the West,’ at the Guild theatre, also in the cast of 
| ‘Kate Hopkins’ and will do a new part being written into ‘Against the 
Storm’....That interminable silence in the middle of last weck’s Ethel 
| Barrymore anniversary program resulted when an NBC engineer on the 
| Coast pushed the wrong button....it affected only the eastern portion of 
| the hookup....incidentally, those present at the broadcast confirmed the 
| apparent fact that Miss Barrymore was crying at the beginning and end of 
her thank-you speech....listeners also noticed that the actress addressed 
her brothers as ‘Lionello’ and ‘Jake.’ 

‘Information, Please’ will bring back Oscar Levant, now making a pic- 
ture on the Coast, for Feb. 21 broadcast. Sir Willmott Lewis, chief 
American correspondent of London Times, and Jan Struther (on several 
| times before) guested last week. Clifton Fadiman clicked a howl when 
he remarked, after John Kieran had answered a difficult three-part ques- 
tion on mythology: ‘I don’t think the Quiz Kids could have done any 
better.’....Boake Carter had his sister, Sheila, as guest on Miitual to tell 
| of work of the Boy Scouts in England since the start of the war. She 
| spoke of their activities up to the time she left Britain last fall and of 
what she had learned, via letters, since....Al Shean substituted for How- 
ard Lindsay on transcribed interview with Wilfred Funk, lexicographer 
and author, in ‘Life With Famous Fathers,’ radio series, plugging ‘Life 
With Father’ stage hit. Deems Taylor pinch hit for Lindsay on another 
| platter. 


Edward J. Content, WOR assistant chief engineer, representing the sta- 
tion at the Broadcast Engineering conference next week at Columbus... 
| Richard James, network serial actor, chatting about plays, books and 
current topics between records on WQXR’s daily ‘Breakfast Symphony’ 
| ....Rhys Williams, native Welchman currently in ‘The Corn Is Green: 
| at the National, N. Y., will do an all-Welch program March 1 over WOR 
| to celebrate St. David’s Day, the Welch national holiday....Jack Eigen, 
| Broadway and ‘Hollywood spieler for WMCA, has authored a stage comedy 
‘Radio Commentator’... .Clayton Collyer and Neill O'Malley, new an- 
nouncers on WOR's ‘Battle of the Boroughs’....Barbara Barton did a one- 

time commercial job on the Lowell Thomas show. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Herb Butterfield and Stanley Waxman with the ‘Bachelor’s Children’ 
cast....Margery Mayer back on the ‘Hymns of All Churches’ show.... 
Harlan Ware on his feet after a flu siege....John Chalbeck and John 
| Hodiak added to the ‘Story of Bud Barton’ and Sharon Lee Smith is with 
| Bob Becker’s program... .Paul Engle of ‘Always the Land’ guesting on 
Ethel Reid Winser’s interview show over WJJD....Eddie Chase on WIND 
| with new evening platter program tagged ‘Off the Record’... .‘Night 
, Watch’ four-hour post-midnight show celebrates its fifth anniversary on 
WIND this week. 

Recent 10th anniversary of University of Chicago Roundtable program 
over NEC brought back to the mike the three professors who participated 
in first broadcast. They were T. V. Smith. Percy Boynton and W. E. 
Garrison. Trio reviewed and interpreted the decade during which Round- 
table has been a Sunday network feature, 





Burridge Butler, WLS chief. to Phoenix, Ariz., where he operates KOY 
....Percy Faith and Louise King back from Toronto where they appeared 
on special CBC War Bond show....Frank Dane directing the Radio The- 
atre stage production of ‘The Back Seat*>...Pat Dunlap added to cast of 
Woman in White,’ Pat Murphy to ‘Scattergood Baines’....Jules Herbu- 
veaux, NBC program chief here, to Texas to handle NBC talk by Maury 
Maverick, San Antonio mayor... .Bill Ray, press head for NBC in midwest, 
chirined the Des Moines Ad Club last week....Gilbert Kemp joins NBC 
engineering corps, replacing Fred Shidel who is a conscriptee....Sid 
| Strotz here over weekend....he still spends lot of time here. 





IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


KSFO’s Paul Leake, engineer, ‘has been ordered to Fort Lewis. Wash., 
for duty...he’s a second looy in the signal corps...KFRC is sending Mel 
| Venter to L. A., where he will board America’s largest liner, the America, 

from which he'll originate several broadcasts as the ship makes her maiden 

Frisco voyage. ..Sydney Beatie, loca] socialite, becomes first Frisco @eb 
,to sing via a TC hookup through winning auditions with Leo Reisman, 
whose ork airs via NBC from the Palace hotel...‘Man in Street’ shows are 

still clicking here to the extent that Ernie Smith has started a new one on 
KY A, five-a-week at noontime...Joe Dearing, Call-Bulletin fish ard game 
ectitor, now has a quarter-hour slot on KGO...Roller Derby in Civic Audi- 
j torium getting daily ether shots via KPO. 
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PRESS CONTROL 
OF AIR THE 
ISSUE 


Washington, Feb. 11. 


More trouble looms for Brush- 
Moore Newspapers in their attempt 
to acquire full control of WPAY, 
Portsmouth, O. Federal Communi- 
cations Commission has ordered a 
hearing on its license renewal appli- 
cation and is still undecided about 
permitting the corporate deal by 
which the publishing firm would buy 
out the interest of the foint owner. 


Last spring, in a move generally 
construed as a test of newspaper 
ownership, the Commish by a split 
vote ordered testimony to be taken 
whether public interest would be 
served by the deal. Final action still 
has not been taken on this request 
for Commish consent. 

The renewal papers were held up 
because of undisclosed allegations 
that Section 310B (requiring Com- 
mish consent for transfers) has been 
violated and the B-M people have 
been in actual control of the plant all 
along. Evidence to this effect is said 
to have been dug up by members of 
the legal staff digging into the record 
and analyzing exhibits submitted in 
support of the purchase plea. 


Move to make the hearing double- 





barreled was opposed by Commis-} 


sioners Norman S., Case and T. A. M. 
Craven on the ground there is no 
need for giving WPAY a black eye 
when the transfer already is pending 
and a denial of permission to go 
through with the transaction would | 
open the way for punitive action in | 
case there is anything wrong. 





Realistic observers see in the current 
ASCAP-radio tangle just the beginning of sev- 
eral years of turmoil for broadcasting. Those 
who have discussed the consent decree propo- 
sition with the U. S. Department of Justice 
have come away from the department with 
the impression that it was anxious to get the 
music isste out of the way so that it could 
proceed with other matters affecting the 
broadcasting industry. 


Following are some of the moves that these 
observers foresee the department possibly 
embarking upon during 1941: 


1. Action against NBC and Columbia in 
connection with the monopoly inquiry con- 
ducted by the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. The department will seek to force 
these networks to revise their affiliated station 
contracts, using the same legal mechanics as 
applied in the case of the performing rights 
case. 


2. Action against newspaper-owned stations 
on the grounds that they constitute a mo- 
nopoly of the news in many of their areas. 
This is expected to bring on the most bitter 
and implacable fight of them all since the news- 
papers throughout the country will rally to the 
rescue on the ground that the issue primarily 


‘Breakfast at Sardi’s’ 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Sherman K. Ellis agency here has 
purchased participation on the | 
‘Breakfast at Sardi’s’ show. on| 
| KFWB, Los Angeles. 

| operated by Ray Morgan of the|KSL through 
| Coast office of Goodkind, Joice &| League now is 
Morgan agency. | transcriptions. 
Deal was set through the local | 
P+ of Goodkind, Joice & Morgan. | 








| Junior League Radio | 
On Discs for Schools | 


Salt Lake City, 

Up and Down the Scale, series of ; the Columbia outlet here, has been 
15 min. dramatizations of great mu- 
This show is| sician’s lives, which was aired over , by 
tieup with Junior} 
being made 
These records are to 
| be made available for use in schools. 


Louise Hill Howe directs. 





concerns freedom of the The adminis- 
tration is known to strongly favor this item of 
attack. 

3. Action against multiple station owner- 
ship. This will prove the most ticklish of all 
targets that the department has singled out as 
it will not be so easy to make convincing anti- 
monopoly fodder. While the department 
might be able to make one sort of case against 
network-controlled outlets, it will, observers 
predict, have to engage in some mighty mental | 
heaving to convince other legal minds that 


press. 


the central ow nership of a few small st: ations | 


in a particular region constitutes a threat to! 
free and open competition. 


4. Action against the networks (NB¢ 
on the control of outside business, 
transcription and phonograph record manufac- 
turing, artist bureaus, etc., based on data as 
developed by the FCC’s monopoly hearines. 

The aspect about this expected furore from 
the Department of Justice which seems most. 
to intrigue the outlook of these observers is 
the effect it will have on the commercial end| 
of broadcasting itself. Government by con- 
sent decree, they point out, is still something | 
new for American business and it’s hard to tell| 
how it will work out, if it happens, for the) 
b roade asting industry. 











Renew Bartlett Show 


Chicago, Feb. 11 


Feb. 11. ‘Celebrity Circle’ shows on WBBM, 


renewed for another 
Dutch Mill 


13-week gallop 
Candy. Tommy 
Bartlett, WBBM staff gabber, inter- 
into| views names of radio, stage and 
|screen on the program. 

Set through the Goodkind, Joice & 
Morgan agency. 


* CBS) | 


such as! 


BIG STATIONS ARE NERVOUS 


ASCAP Just A Warmup? 


SEE NEED FOF 
PUBLIC oUPPORT 


At Ed Craig’s Suggestion a 
Beginning Is Made at Ex- 
plaining the Place and 
Usefulness of Class IA 


Broadcasters 











WHDH SCARED ’EM 


Washington, Feb. 11. 


Growing hostility on the part of 
several Federal Communications 
, Commission members toward clear 
| channels, with repeated threats that 
exclusive occupancy of desirable rib- 
bons by a single transmitter after 
dark will end shortly, has resulted 
* formation of a new trade group of 

Class IA plants independently owned. 
| Lobby will tackle the educational 
| job of explaining to listeners the 
value of the wattage giants as a 
backfire against some animosity in 
|Coneress and the FCC reform ele- 
ment. 

New Clear Channel! Broadcasting 
Service, opening offices here, is in- 
spired by Ed Craig of WSM, Nash- 
ville.’ Front man will be Victor 
|Sholis, former political reporter for 
|Chicago Times and more recently 
brain-truster and ghost-writer for 
Harry Hopkins when he was Secre- 
tary of Commerce. 

Without altering the present in- 
formal association under which most 
of the clea: channel plants have 
pooled their resources and have been 
represented. at various Commish 


(Continued on page 24) 
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Thanks to the Scripps-Howard 


newspapers and the Radio Editors 


DINAH 


of America for having chosen 


SHORE 


as the outstanding singing 


discovery of 1940 


EDDIE CANTOR 


P. S.—May I submit thirteen-year-old 
Olive Major as a candidate for 1941? 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


With baseball out for the coming summer the CBS managed and oper- 
ated stations propose to fill the sustaining gaps with dramatic serials. 
The salesmen for these outlets will be equipped with an argument that 
while evening shows fall off in rating during the summer the daytime 
serials either maintain a steady level or go up in popularity. 

Studies of five leading daytime serials by the Co-operative Analysis of 
Broadcasting, as contained in the 1939-40 Variety Directory, show that the 
quintet’s summer rating went up in 1936, but that the story was the other 
way during the summers of '37, '38 and '39. Fact, however, that the 
analysis was limited to five shows in the daytime schedule might not be 
considered a conclusive index. 








It is reported in Congressional circles that Donald Flamm is slated to 
be called before a House investigating committee for a quiz on the cir- 
cumstance surrounding his sale of WMCA, N. Y., to Edward Noble. He 


| 


will be asked, it is said, to explain how he came to close the deal two ane 


after the expiration of the time limit set by the Federal Communcations 
Commission for the consummation of the sale. Also to confirm or deny | 
the rumor that a Washington lawyer had called on him and told him that | 
a former high Government official was set to get his station and that he | 
(Flamm) had six hours in which to decide whether he wanted to make a) 
sale. 





Unusual situation of one gasoline program following another prevailed | 
on the eastern end of the NBC-blue last Saturday (8) as the result of the | 
exceptionally long run of the Metropolitan Opera broadcast, which Texaco 
is underwriting. The opera, ‘Tristan and Isolde,’ ran until after six p.m. 
The Esso News fills the 6-6:05 spot regularly, and so there was no alter- 
native but to put on Esso immediately after the Texaco program. 





Conrad Rice, announcer for WEMP, Milwaukee, and Norman Carlisle, 
former continuity chief of WTCN of Minneapolis, who is now writing for 
the slicks, have collaborated on a book called ‘Your Career in Radio’. It 
is a full-sized volume based upon practical experience rather than upon 
theory, is being published by the E. P. Dutton Co., off the presses this 
month. 





Leo Burnet agency in Chicago is understood in the open market for an 
executive to handk all radio operations for the outfit. Has had several 
feelers out and even angling for a couple of top radio men with other 
agencies. Has been talking particularly with Harlow Roberts who re- 
cently left the Biackett-Sample-Hummert agency in Chi as radio chief. 





The February and May issues of the Journal of Educational Sociology 
(New York University) are given over to discussions of radio under 
special guest editorship of Gilbert Seldes of CBS. Pieces by Neville 
Miller, John W. Studebaker, James R. Angell, C. A. Siepmann, Mortimer 
Adler, Lyman Bryson, George V. Denny. 








Frank Morgan, on the Maxwell House program, is slipping in plugs for | 
Angostura Bitters. Last week, for second time, he made a sly reference | 
to that product, which is owned by the Wupperman family, Wupperman | 
being Morgan’s right name. 
| 

NBC-Chicago Daily Times campaign in the President’s Birthday Ball | 
drive netted $16,538.40. Radio-newspaper team operated a gimme booth | 
on the corner of State and Randolph streets in the loop for 15 days and | 
_ put on a running 24-hour-a-day show to entice shekels from the passers-by. 








New power bid being made by WWSW, Pittsburgh, is for 5,000 watts 
on the 940 channel. 
power as 50,000 watts, 
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Gok VI. 






Hollywood intrigues America! Stella Unger, 
who knows the stars intimately, tells all 
about them in “Hollywood Headliners,” 


fascinating NBC Recorded Program 


Hollywood stars are news .. . of absorbing interest. 
In “Hollywood Headliners,” Stella Unger “Your 
Hollywood Newsgirl’” turns this interest to your 
profit. She not only reveals the details of their 
lives . . . but has proved the sales formula behind 
this show in previous programs for big advertisers. 

Her program, “Hollywood Headliners,” offers 
you a remarkable value .. . a full year’s schedule of 
3 programs a week ... 156 programs a year... at 
unbelievably low cost. It’s a 5-minute program 
with special movie-set atmosphere and musical 
theme; with recorded music added, it becomes a 
15-minute show. 


“Hollywood Headliners” is now being sponsored 
in various cities. Many leading markets are still 
available for local and spot advertisers. 


Your local radio station can arrange 
an audition ... or write 


dio-Recording Division 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


AX Ps 
s = A Radio Corporation of America Service 
RCA Building, Radio City, New York 


Merchandise Mart, Chicago Trans-Lux Bldg., Washington, D.C. Sunset & Vine, Hollywood 







| Nervous Stations 


fevent 


‘solely dependent upon clear channel 














cereal aieare from page 23 eel | 


hearings by Louis G. Caldwell, the | 
new office will concentrate on the | 
public relations phase, not going into | 
technical and legal ramifications of | 
the controversy. Appeals particularly 
will be made for backing of the) 
rural audience, who depend to 
overwhelming degree on secondary 
signals from remote 50 kw outlets. 
Sholis will launch campaign to point 
out what they would lose in the 
either Congress legislates 
against exclusive occupancy or the 
Commish decides to sacrifice the IA | 
rating as a means of countering as- 
serted monopoly. 
The Crux 


‘Since 81.7% of the United States is 


broadcasts for radio reception at 
night, the importance of this type of 
station is obvious,’ Craig remarked 
in announcing the crusade. ‘With- 
out these stations, all the residents 
of this tremendous portion of our 
country would be living in a radio 
blackout.’ 


Danger signals have excited the 
clear channelites for the last year or 
more, especially since the FCC be- 
gan yelping that these ‘vested in- 
terests’ are anti-social and result in 
undue ‘concentration’ of economic, 
social, and political power. The 
alarms became serious the past few 
months with the Commission’s move 
to let WHDH, Boston, squat perma- 
nently on the 830 kc strip reserved 
now for night use of KOA, Denver, 
and decliniag to allow either CBS 
or NBC, or the other 50 kw plants 
to participate in the hearing. De- 
spite strong arguments, maiority felt 
added service in the Bay State sec- 
tor was more valuable than pro- 
tection of the signal from the moun- 
tain area. 


Internationalism 


Final arrangement for enforcement 
of the North American Regional 
Broadcasting Agreement, which ear- | 
marked 25 ribbons for exclusive | 
night use in this country, has in- 
creased uneasiness, rather than re- 
assured the operators of IA plants. 
Until the pact goes into 
month, the argument is that the | 
United States should not break down | 





move in on the select frequencies. 
Once the reshuffling has taken place, 


—omenensencand 


HERE AND THERE 


WCBI, Columbus, Miss., has news 
room studio newly built in the Com- 
mercial Dispatch building. Houston 





| Cox is news and sports editor. 





Sheldon Stark has renewed his 
contract as staff writer at WXYZ, 
Detroit. He does scripting on ‘Green 
Hornet,’ ‘Lone Ranger’ and ‘Ned 
Jordan’ programs. 





Scott Helt, chief engineer of WIS, 
Columbia, S. C., has been named 
chairman of the engineering com- 
mittee of the fourth district of the 


| National Association of Broadcasters. 





Arthur J. Casey, producer of ‘The 
Land We Live In’ series for KMOX, 
St. Louis, is seriously ill in St. An- 
thony’s Hospital. Rollie Williams is 
pinch hitting. 





Georgia Davidson, in charge of 
women’s affairs at WKBN, Youngs- 
town, has returned to the staff after 
several weeks in the hospital, where 
she underwent an operation. 





KSTP, Minneapolis, staff members 
down with the flu are Ray C. Jenkins, 
Else Ryberg, Roselle Schomer, and 
Charles E. Smith. 





Joseph J. MHarty,~ formerly an 
executive with WOR and WMCA, 
N. Y., is now executive secretary of 
the Medical Service Administration 
of New Jersey. 





Ed Reimers, WBEN, Buffalo, 
spieler, picked to narrate City of 
Buffalo promotional film. 

Arthur Simon, general manager of 
WPEN, Philly, and his wife, Sybil 
Warner, special events announcer at 
the outlet, returned from a two 
weeks trip to Cuba. 





Harold E. Fellows, manager of 
WEEI, Boston, elected chairman of 


| the Massachusetts State Broadcasters 


Committee, to succeed John Holman. 





Jerry Sill, CBS station relations, 


effect next | back to New York after tour of Dixie | Peer International Corp. 


CBS layouts, including WSPA, Spar- 
tanburg; WBT, CBS-owned at Char- 


| its ribbons because of the likelihood | jotte: WWNC, Asheville. N. C.. and 
|that other signatories then would | others. : ee, 





James Stevenson, WJR Detroit 


The report of the move had given the sought-after | jit will be a horse of another color— | newscaster, was sworn in as a major 


|and this is the horse the Craig crowd | assigned to the U. S. Judge Advocate 


| wants to keep corralled. 
There has* been 


clear channels for use by stations in 
the hinterland where admittedly eco- 
nomic considerations limit the num- 


rural listeners. Suggestions that this 
will be done have become more 
numerous in recent weeks, while un- 
certainty about the individual who 
will be named to fill the job va- 
cated by Col. Thad H. Brown makes 
the clear channelites more jittery. If 
the new regulator is one of those 
ampant sympathizers with New Deal 
philosophies, the outlook will be ex- 
tremely black, inasmuch as there al- 
ready is unmistakable sentiment 
within the Commish in favor of tak- 
ing away the ‘privileges.’ 

In starting his drive, Craig harped 
on the international politics angle. 
He warned that the United States 
may lose its priority and would open 
the door for other nations to grab 
bw ribbons if the JA classification is 
abandoned. Such action ‘would mean 
‘that many American radio listeners 
| would be denied the chance to hear 
|broadcasts at night,’ Craig com- 
|mented, explaining the purpose of 
the group is to ‘acquaint the millions 
of American radio listeners with the 








clear channel broadcasting.’ 

Trade gossip about disintegration 
of the old clear-channel group, which 
genera!ly has played along with NBC 
and CBS at past engineering hear- 
ings, seems unfounded. The Craig 
move, it was emphasized, is not to 
be construed 7s any move to supplant 
the old informal alliance, or any 
slap at Caldwell, who has been spe- 
cial Mutual counsel at the chain- 
monopoly hearings. On Commission 
matters, and whenever any technical 
problem arises in connection with 
any FCC proceedings, the common 
interests will be presented in a 
single bundle, with Caldwell direct- 
ing the legal work. 





Kent-Johnson is making 50 one- 
minute announcement transcriptions 
| for Esso, with Andy Love’s new vo- 
cal group, Three Cats and a Canary 
providing the music and Uncle Jim 
Harkins doing the m.c. Deal was 
made through the Marschalk & Pratt 
agency, 





ber of outlets which can serve the | 


stake they have in preservation of 


| General’s department. 
spasmodic talk | P 


about duplication on all strips now | 
|assigned to transmitters on one of the | began 14th year as pol 





| Believed nation’s oldest such bulletin 
period. 


John E. Regan, police secretary, 


3 ice newscaster 
coasts, keeping only a handful of | Monday (10) over WEBR, Buffalo. | Grand Island. 


Robert Daru Files With 
FCC Charges That BMI 


Uses ‘Vicious Practices’ 





Petition for an investigation of all 
U. S. radio stations not using ASCAP 
music was filed with the Federa] 
Communications Commission last 


Thursday (6), by Robert Daru, coun- 
sel for 13 ASCAP and non-ASCAP 
songsmiths. They claim that the sta. 
tions have breached their obligation 
of public service by not presenting 
music which the public wants and 
thus are in line for revocation of 
their licenses, 


Petition is only the opening shot 
in a barrage against the broadcast. 
ers which Daru promises. He indie 
,cated Monday (10) that within the 
next few weeks he will file papers 
with an additional federal commis- 
i sion and lawsuits in two different 
courts to force officers of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
and BMI to testify. Daru maintains 
that by signing the recent consent 
decree, BMI already has convicted 
itself of coercing band leaders, fore- 
ing BMI stock on small stations and 
using ‘vicious practices against the 
public interest.’ 


The 13 songwriters who signed the 
petition were Ernie Burnett, Nelson 
Cogane, Paul Cunningham, Al Lewis, 
Frank Madden, Allan Flynn, Ira 
Schuster, Vincent Rose, Larry Stock, 
Jean Schwartz, Stanley Adams and 
Guy Woods. Madden is the only 
non-ASCAPer. 


Daru was counsel for the Senate 
Committee on Crimes and Rackets 
about half a dozen years ago and was 
draftsman of the federal criminal 
|laws which include the so-called 
Lindbergh Kidnapping act. 


BMI’s Hawaiian Cache 


Broadcast Music, Inc., has obtained 
|}the rights to over 100 Hawaiian 
| numbers through a deal with Golden 
Gate Publications, a subsidiary of 








| 














Catalog includes ‘It Happened on 
lthe Beach of Waikiki,’ ‘My Hula 
Hula Girl’ and ‘Sweet Hawaiian 
| Maid.’ 





WBEN Transmitter Move 
Buffalo, Feb. 11. 
FCC okay was granted WBEN last 
week to move its auxiliary trans- 
mitter from Martinsville, N. Y., to 
| site of new main transmitter on 





| New plant, to cost $80,000, goes 


|into operation about April 1. 
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MBS BUILDS OWN SERIALS 


+ 


BLOW TENTATIVE 
SOAP BUBBLEA 


Daytime Competition in Se- 
rial Field to Be Organized 
Into an Hour Across the 
Board Originating at 
WOR, WOL, WGR, WKRC 


FRUIT OF MEETING 








Mutual, which has always re- 
garded the daytime commercial busi- 
ness on NBC red (WEAF) and CBS 
longingly, will launch a lineup of 
its own serials Feb. 24. Four 15- 
minute stanzas will be spotted in a 
solid hour block as a starter. They’ll 
originate at different affiliate sta- 
tions. If they click and draw spon- 
sorship, as is hoped, more will be 
added. All will air Mondays through 
Saturdays. 

Plan stems from the recent New 
York meeting of the program heads 
of the various leading affiliates, 
which went on record as favoring 
more dramatic shows and more lo- 
cally-produced stanzas, particularly 
daytimers. At the beginning the pro- 
gram will be spotted in the 1-2 p.h. 
period, so they won’t interfere with 
the Brooklyn Dodger baseball broad- 
casts which are expected to return 
to the WOR slate when the season 
opens. 

Shows, in scheduled order, will be | 
‘We Are Always Young,’ produced at 
WOR; ‘Edith Adams’ Future,’ from 
WKRC, Cincinnati; ‘Helen Holden— 
Government Girl,’ from WOL, Wash- 
ington, and an untitled one from 
WGR, Buffalo. Any stations unable 
to air the program at the regular 
time will do so late via transcription. 


ARMOUR SHOW 
ON CBS FEB. 24 


Chicago, Feb, 11. 

Armour & Co. is going on the Co- 
lumbia chain on a_ three-a-week 
schedule for Treet starting Feb. 24. 
This will replace and cancel the} 
present spot disc series for the same 
meat product. 

Will run on Monday-Wednesday- 
Friday at 11 a.m. for 15 minutes and | 
will continue the same talent set-up | 
as is now on the platters. This takes 
in Buddy Clark as special vocalist, 
the Frank Kettering orchestra and 
Johnny Duffy at the organ. 

Armour also has set a 30-minute 
Saturday night program for Luxor. 
This will have Wayne King orches- 
tra and Buddy Clark as vocalist and 
will continue in the 7:30-8 p.m. slot. 

All billings handled through the 
Lord & Thomas agency here. 








Armour’s Cheese Songs | 
San Antonio, Feb. 11. 
New series on Texas State Net- 
work is a quartet under sponsorship 
of Armour in behalf of Cloverbloom 
Butter and Cheese. 
Program offers a five-pound as- 
sortment of Cloverbloom cheese in a 
spun aluminum salad bow] to the 
listener sending in a letter contain- 
ing the name of a song which {s asso- 
ciated with an important event in 
the life of the listener. 
Broadcasts are announced by Mar- 
shall Pope and were placed on the 
web by Lord & Thomas. 


Weed Reps KVOD 


KVOD, NBC Blue outlet in Den- 
ver, has named Weed & Co. as 
station rep. 


Petry previously handled the sta- 
tion. 








Betty Eckersali, daughter of the 
late Walter Eckersall, has sports pro- 
gram designed particularly for wom- 
en, over WXYZ, Detroit. It marks 
the first invasion here of sports- 





commentating by a woman. 





WSGN New All Ways 


Birmingham, Feb. 11. 

An increase in the power of 
WSGN from 250 watts to one kilo- 
watt (1,000 watts), has been author- 
ized by the Federal Communications 
Commission. Okay arrived on eve | 
of WSGN’s removal to new 1l-room 
studios at the Dixie-Carlton hotel. 
WSGN carries both the NBC-Blue 
and the Mutual networks. 

The FCC also authorized the sta- 
tion, owned and operated by The 
Birmingham News-Age Herald, to 
change its frequency from 1310 to 
610 kilocycles and to move its trans- | 


mitter site to the state fair grounds | 
here, | 











WEATHER BALMY, TOO | 





WMCA, N. Y., Mulls Edited Versions | 
of Columbus Circle Soapboxers 





Columbus Circle, New York, soap 
box shouters may be transmitting 
their ‘messages’ into living rooms this 
spring if plans of WMCA, N. Y., ma- 
terialize. Station is figuring on pick- 
ing up speeches, but hasn’t yet de- 
cided how it will be done. One way 
in mind is to record talks v‘a mobile 
unit, then edit out unsuitable por- 
tions. Another is to find an announcer 
clever enough to spar with the spiel- 
ers and shoot it out live. 

How it will be done or whether it 


will be done at all awaits balmy | 41St wedding anniversary, 
| ence Now.’ 


weather, 


| 
| 
| 














- Radio Daffodils « 








Toledo, O0.—George Pickard, of WSPD, recently received a letter with 
$2 enclosed from a woman listener who said she had decided he had an 
honest voice. She couldn't come to Toledo, so she asked Pickard to apply 
the $2 to her account in a local store. 





Minneapolis.—As a gesture of goodwill toward the entire state, Manager 
Earl Gammons of WCCO has invited 400 Minnesota mayors and their 
wives to the annual WCCO cocktail party at the Hotel Lowry. 





Des Moines—There’s conjecturing around KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, 
about what the couple meant by their song request celebrating their 
They asked for the tune, ‘It Makes No Differe 
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WLW ADVERTISED ITEMS GO ON 
GROCERS’ “MUST STOCK” LIST 


The effectiveness of WLW is proven by the consistent movement into the 


hands of the consuming trade of the products advertised over this Station. 


Because of constant turnover, our customers, as well 


as ourselves, enjoy a splendid volume on these items 


and place them on our "Must Stock" list. 


Charles J. Arrighi 
Merchandising Manager 


W. D. CREASEY'S SONS 
Distributors for 

REGAL and BURKE STORES 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
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THOSE NOT READY FOR MARCH 29 





MOVING DAY MUST GO SILENT, FCC RULES 


Gentlemen’s Agreement With Mexico Protects WLW, 
WGN, KMOX, WOAI—Looks Like Final Curtain 


for Doc Brinkley 


Washington, Feb. 11. 


Change-over of all northern hemi- 
phere broadcasting stations involved 

fh the Havana Treaty is set for 
March 29 as scheduled. Regardless 
of fears about inadequate supply of 
new crystals, the Federal Communi- 
eations Commission last week ratl- 
fied the reshuffle by technical men 
from signatory nations and laid down 
a devil-take-the-hindmost policy. 

Slow-pokes will get no sympathy 
from the U. S. regulators, who are 
satisfied with the second successive 
gentleman's agreement by which this 
country and Mexico assure extra- 
treaty protection for transmitters on 
four ribbons. The Commish, noti- 
fying all licensees of their future 
resting places, warned that any plant 
unable to make the shift at the time 
set must quit operation until the ob- 
stacles are removed. 

Final ironing out process resulted 
in out-of-order moves for eight more 
American plants. Otherwise, - ex- 
cept for a plant here and there which 
will be temporarily assigned to an 
irregular channel pending revision of 
the domestic allocation (among these 
are KFAB, Lincoln, and WAPI, 
Birmingham), all of the changes out- 
lined last September stand. 


End of Brinkley? 


Silencing of the border stations, 
called for in a sideline agreement 
supplementing the pact negotiated in 
1937, is slated. The Mexicans went 
through with promises to limit use of 
their facilities to genuine citizens, 
ousting American ex-patriates such 
as Doctors John R. Brinkley (who 
recently took the bankruptcy route) 
and Norman Baker. Spraying of the 
American audience by their XERA 
and XENT will end officially—and, 
Washington authorities trust, finally 
—when the reallocation takes place. 


The U. S.-Mexico parley wound up | 


amicably, although the outlook at the 
start was not encouraging because a 
second ‘gentleman’s agreement’ had 
been negotiated through the State 
Department, unknown to the FCC. 
In the end, the huddlers came to 
terms, under which the U. 5S. will put 
no station within 650 miles of the 
border on four of Mexico's clear 
channels (730 ke, 800, 900, and 1570) 
‘and they do the same for us (700, 


| 720, 1120, and 1200). Which means 
| WLW. Cincinnati; WGN, Chicago; 
KMOX, St. Louis, and WOAI, San 
| Antonio, no longer have anything to 
|fear. The protection under this plan 
is for two years, but general expec- 
tation is that it will be more or less 
permanent, with everybody bound to 
be happy once the plunge is taken. 


Shiftings 


The out-of-sequence shifts, necessi- 
tated by technical difficulties, will 
jmove WOATI from 1190 to 1200; 
|WCAU, Philadelphia, from 1170 to 
11210; WEST, Easton, Pa., from 1200 
ito 1400: WHOM, Jersey City, from 
| 1450 to 1480; WBAB, Atlantic City, 





| from 1200 to 1400; WQXR, New York | 


|City, from 1550 to 1560; WCNW, 
| Brooklyn, from. 1500 to 1600; and 
| WWRL, Long Island, from 1500 to 
| 1600. 


Notification to licensees empha- 
sized that no final action on pend- 
ing renewal applications will be 
taken before March 1 and any 
squawker must file his objections— 
with a request for another berth— 
| by Feb. 18. The Commish pointed out 
| Saat adequate notice was given last 
September, implying that slight sym- 
| pathy can be expected by any opera- 
tor who demurs at this late date. 
Any licensee who does not send in 
‘objections by the deadline will be 
|considered as consenting. 


| To help the operators make the 
| change, the Commish voiced a hope 
| that equipment people will do their 
utmost to supply the needed crystals. 
{In urging every affected station 
;owner to place his order immedi- 
jately, the regulators suggested the 
|manufacturers give priority to sta- 
| tions with directional antennas and, 
|until the rush period is over, hold 
| each customer to two crystals. 
| All stations receive blanket author- 
ization to try out their equipment on 
the new frequencies before March 29, 
although excessive playing around 
may .draw reprimands. The Com- 
mish said that most plants ought to 
complete the adjustments in a few 
hours, although two or more test 
periods may be necessary in case of 
high power plants and stations with 
fancy radiating systems. 

Any transmitter which for any 
|reasOn cannot go to its new assign- 
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Van's Market in Ventura is typical of Van's Markets 


throughout Southern California. Ralph Rule is typical 


of the men on the sales front in all Van's Markets. 


We asked him a question: 


“If you were picking a radio station to advertise a 


grocery product in Southern California, which station 


would you choose?” 


Mr. Rule’s answer is typical, too. He names KNX. 


Men on the sales front ail 
ever Southern California 
know the pulling power of 
KNX—recognize it because 
every day they’re face to face 
with consumers who re-act 
right now when KNX adver- 
tisers invite them to buy. 


COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR 


LOS ANGELES 
50,000 WATTS 





ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Owned and Operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System + Represented by RADIO SALZY 





ment at 3 a.m. EST March 29 must 
notify the Commission and go off the 
air until the changes in equipment 


j are made. 





In case of stations with | 
. . i 
directional antennas, power must be | 


| reduced if it is not possible to pro- | 


| vide the requirec protection for other 
outlets. 


orders should not be treated as one- 
year renewal of all licenses. In 
cases where complaints have been 
filed or investigations are in progress, 
the Commission will adhere to its es- 
tablished procedure. The same with 
outstanding construction permits, 
which must be modified in ac- 
cordance with the new distribution 
scheme. 





21 Move In Wisconsin 


Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 

Only two Wisconsin  stations— 
WTMJ in Milwaukee and WMAM in 
Marinette--will retain their present 
wave lengths after March 29 when 
reallocations made by the Federal 
Communications commission go into 
effect. 

Frequencies of all 21 other stations 
in the Badger state will be upped 
from 10 to 30 kilocycles. 





B. B. SPONSORS 


RENEW IN DET. 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 
All the sponsors of the Detroit 





on the dotted line, H. Allen Camp- 
bell, general manager of WXYZ, has 
announced. The renewals for the 
coming season cover both WXYZ 
and stations of the Michigan Radio 
Network. 

For the third consecutive year, 
Socony Vacuum Oil and General 
Mills will share and alternate cn the 
broadcast of the Tiger games both 
at home and on the road, over the 
network. Socony has sponsored the 
game since 1935. Harry Heilmann, 


Jon th baseball games have renewed 


play-by-play as he has for the last 
five years. 

In addition to this, Heilmann will 
give the baseball season an early 
send-off in a sponsored series for 
Altes Brewing Co. of Detroit. 
| Lakeland, Fla., to make 
views, chatter on rookies and other 
news which will be flown to Detroit 


and Fridays. Series for the brewing 
company is se. to start over the state 
network March 3 and run through 
April 14. 

This being one of the hottest base- 
ball cities in the country, 
plenty of additional baseball 


Street,’ an interview program of 
first game and goes over the network 
all week days, but only over WXYZ 
on three days. Beside that one, the 
Automobile Club of Michigan has re- 
newed its sponsorship of baseball 
scores and the resume of the game. 





WSYR’s Draft Policy 


Syracuse, Feb. 11. 
Local station WSYR, which is 
operated by several World War vet- 
erans, is giving any of its employees 
who are drafted for military training 
a salary equal to their army pay. It 





for them when they return from the 
service. It’s the first time a private 
industry thus matches Uncle Sam 
with a supplementary $30 monthly 
check. 

Those called so far include Arnold 
Schoen, Elliott Gove and Ed Jones, 
with several others apparently due 
to go in a short time. 





Nickey Burnett’s News Beat 
Cleveland, Feb. 11. 
Nickey Burnett becomes first local 
radio leg-man, carrying a reporter's 
card, in covering the town's news 
beat for WHK six days weekly at 
1:45 p.m. 
Burnett making daily rounds of 
city hall, central police station, hos- 





for his ‘one-man newspaper,’ 


He | 


The Commish warned that the. 





former Tiger star, again will do the‘ 


| 


| goes to the Tiger training camp at | 
transcrip- 
tions on the field of player inter- | 
| writers and publishers who did prac- 
| tically all the talking, with their | 
for airings on Monday, Wednesday | 


|a drastic reorganization both 
| cially and as to official setup 
there’s | 
spon- | 
sorship. The brewing company also | 
will sponsor agein ‘The Fan in the | 


sports palaver which starts with the | 


| 


also is guaranteeing their same jobs | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


pitals, etc., with newspaper reporters | 


Complaining as a Specialty 





Washington, Feb. 11. 


Chronic complainers, who seem to have nothing better to do than 
register squawks about radio programs with the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, reached a new high recently. 

Topping the letters, wires and telegrams which pour in to the Gov- 
ernment agency every time a knob-twiddler becomes peeved at his 
local station, a request was received for a ‘form on which the objector 
could more conveniently list his grouses against the industry.’ 

















Hari Kari 


Continued from page 2! 








get directly at the many millions 
taken in by the networks. 

Section three of the original decree 
has been considerably rewritten but 
the terminology has yet to be 
polished. This section deals with the 
different methods of payment to 
apply between sustaining and com- 
mercial programs and involving their 
alternative bases. 


OK—With Alacrity 


Section four is the one that got 
ASCAP’s quickest assent. It states 
that ‘in so far as network broadcasts 
are concerned, ASCAP need not 
issue separate licenses to separate 
stations, but shall issue a license to 
the entire network fixing a single 
licensing fee.’ 

ASCAP also nodded, after some 
paraphrasing, in the case of Section 
five, which makes it mandatory for 
ASCAP to include a_ performing 
license as well as a manufacturing 
license in the case of & transcription. 
The new version of this section limits 
such double licensing to commercial 
discs. 

Under Section six ASCAP is barred 
from refusing ‘to offer a license at | 
prices to be fixed by it for the use of 
individual compositions or catalogues 
which shall be requested by the 
prospective licensee. ASCAP has 





also approved Section seven which 
eliminated its past practice of re-,| 
stricting certain 
repertoire. 


Poletti’s Huddles | 
| 


works in its} 


In Washington, D. C. 


Immediately after the close of | 
Monday’s meeting of the ASCAP} 
board Charles Poletti, ASCAP’s spe- | 
cial counsel in the negotiations with 
the department, left for Washington 
to confer on the latest concessions 
and to see what could be done about | 
the revamping of the main para- 
graph in dispute. ASCAP’s general 
counsel, Louis Frohlich and Herman 
Finkelstein, were ready yesterday 
(Tuesday) to join Poletti in Wash- 
ington as soon as he had phoned 
them to come on. 

ASCAP board spent Friday and 
Saturday of last week in confer- | 
ences with the Federal counsel as- 
signed to the case and 





it was the} 


counsel confining themselves mostly | 
to just standing by. ASCAP direc- | 
tors, generally admit that in any 
event their organization is due for 
finan- | 

The 


| 


| of Justice. 


KSCJ, SIOUX CITY, 
YIELDS 4 TO ARMY 


Sioux City, Ia., Feb. 11, 

Two more members of the staff of 
KSCJ, local NBC outlet, went into 
military service this week, making 
four who have left the station for a 
year’s training. Latest pair were 
the chief engineer, Capt. S. C. Dier, 
of the Headquarters Battery, 2d Bat- 
talion, 185th Field Artillery, and Cor. 
poral John Agostine, an operator, 
who goes into the same unit. Alvin 
Smith will serve as chief engineer 
during Dier’s absence. 

Other KSCJ employees previously 
called were Chief. Petty Officer Clif- 
ford E. Lien, now at the Great Lakes 
training station, and Jack Gray, now 
at the 7th Corps Area headquarters, 
Ft. Omaha. Capt. Dier’s unit will be 
stationed at a local armory for a 
few days before leaving for Camp 
Claiborne, La. 








Benedict at Free & Peters 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Ed Benedict has been added to 
the Chicago office of Free & Peters 
rep firm. 
For past two years Benedict has 
been manager of Media department 
of the local McCann-Erickson agency, 





and was previously with Erwin, 
Wasey and Benton & Bowles 
agency. 

|impression is also fast gaining 


ground in that section of the pub- 
lishing industry affiliated with 
ASCAP in that the decree as now 
constituted accords huge advantages 
to the larger publishers and that 
under its terms it’s going to be 
tougher sledding than ever for the 
smaller publishing houses. To the 
firm with the big backlog the edge 
will be wider than ever, while the 
crumbs falling to the pubs with but 
new pop tunes will be smaller than 
in the past. 

Midst the consent-or-not-to-con- 
sent palaver that’s currently going 
on so intensively, the ASCAP strate- 
gists are now wondering if it might 
not be wiser to effect a deal with 


| the broadcasters before any ‘under- 


standing’ is reached with the Dept. 
Otherwise, as the ‘con- 
sent’ is now written, ASCAP would 
stand little chance to make any ad- 
vantageous contractual deals with 
the major networks. 

It’s no secret among the radio in- 
terests that the proposed ASCAP 
decree, if not radically modified, 
would leave the Society in a very 
disadvantageous trading position, 

















K MBC of Kansas City 


is pleased to announce the 


appointment of 


A. & S. LYONS, Inc. 








as 


KMBC Talent Representatives 


in the New 


York and 


Hollywood Areas 


FEB. 1, 1941, ARTHUR B. 


CHURCH, PRESIDENT 
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Salt Lake City.—A. E. Reardon 


takes over aS manager of the Salt | with Anfenger agency as radio di- 


Lake Office, Intermountain Net- 
work. He replaces L. A. Gifford | 
who has shifted to KVFD, Fort | 


Dodge, Ia. 
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Payroll Traffic : 


| 


| 





z | 





KMOX and KSD. Wilton C. Haff, 


rector, 





Dallas.—Jerry Dickey formerly 
with KABC, San Antonio and with 
KFDM Beaumont, has joined the, 


Provo, Utah.—KOVO adds Jimmy | announcing staff of WFAA-KGKO. 


Lawrence to production staff. George | 
Killian, same station, moved from 
production to sales department. 





San Antonio.—Newcomer to the 
continuity department of WOAT is 





Nashville.—Irving Waugh joined 
the staff of station WLAC as Esso 
Reporter, Feb, 1. He’s from WBDJ. 
Roanoke, Va., where he also voiced 
Esso newscasts. 


Bill Massey, formerly with British | 
Broadcasting Corp. is at KANS. | 








Buffalo.— William M. Folger has | 


left to join spieling staff at KFBC, | 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 





Washington.—Two newcomers to 


| the announcing staff of WRC-WMAL | 
| took up their duties at NBC’s Wash- 


ington studios. 

Irwin Elliott, formerly of WMEX, 
Boston, and Steven Douglas, pro- 
gram director of WKPT, Kingsport, 
Tenn., are the new arrivals, 





Spokane.—Harold Bratsberg, ex- 
NBC, and Seth Richards, Jr., ex-Spo- 
kane Chamber of Commerce, have 
taken over writing-production, and 
special features, respectively, at Sta- | 


International Rotary Program 





WRUL, Boston, as Outlet—Pickup in Chi, Mex. City, 
Havana—Carpenter of WHK Thought It Up 


‘America Speaks,’ half-hour 
taining series Sunday afternoons, 
starts airing Feb. 23 over Mutual and 
on international short-wave via 


sus- 


International Rotary Clubs. 

Initial program will be produced 
from Chicago and will relate the his- 
tory of the Rotary movement. Sec- 
ond stanza will be split between Chi- 


| WRUL, Boston, in a tieup with the: 


| 
| 


be from Havana and several sube 
sequent ones will be short-waved 
from South America and rebroadcast 
in the U. S. Mutual hopes the series 
will draw a huge audience via the 
5,000-odd Rotary Clubs, with a 
claimed membership of 210,000 in 76 
countries, 

Series is the brainchild of H. R. 
Carpenter, president of WHK, Cleve- 


Peggy Alston. Engineering staff | 
added Pet Gosch from Houston. | 
First draftee on radio row is John 
Furgeson, of sales staff of WOAIT. 
Reports to Dodd Field Feb. 14. 





| tion KPFY, Spokane. 'eago and Mexico City. Third will; land. and a Rotary bigwig. 
Montreal.—Ormond Marion, head 

of the Transradio News bureau 
located at Canadian Marconi station 
,CFCF has joined Royal Canadian 
| Navy. Successor is Othello C. Duck- 
St. Louis.—Three local advertising , ett, who moves over from Seattle, 
agencies have added new execs to, Wash. . 

staffs. Ken Bennett formerly of the | Ed Chowns, radio exec in Toronto 
Will C. Grant agency, Chicago, | office of All-Canada Radio Facilities, 


joined Ruthrauff & Ryan as radio | has joined the Canadian Active Serv- 





—— 





eo 








producer on ‘In St. Louis This Week’ | ice Force. 

for Hyde Park Breweries. Edward | — 

t D. Parso has joined Clifford. F.| Saskatoon, Sask—Lyn Hoskins, | 
j Broeder agency. Formerly with | transmitter operator of CFQC, Sask- | 


atoon, has left for Toronto where he 
has been called by the Royal Cana- 
dian Air Force. 


O iL E D O | Windsor—Raymond Laforet, for | 
| several years inter-office secretary at | 


; |CKLW, Windsor, has left the station 
A Fort Industry Market for active service with the Canadian 


Army. He is now a member of the 
| Royal Canadian Corps of Signallers. 
Arnold Stinson, staff announcer at 
|CKLW, Windsor-Detroit is on a 
| month’s leave from the station to do 


|army training at nearby Chatham, 
| Ont. 























Cincinnati—Warren Champlin, an- | 
nouncer, formerly with KXOK, St. | 
Louis, has been added to the WKRC | 
staff. 





St. Lowis—Richard E. Sharp, radio 
director for the Anfenger Advertis- | 
ing Agency, St. Louis, has resigned to | 























join KMOX in a copy service ca- | = 
pacity. He is returning to his former | 
stint. | 
Abraham Lynchburg—Russell Dollar, for- | 
} merly of WAIR, Winstom-Salem, to 
WDBJ, Roanoke, Va., as announcer, | 
s ? By C O a Re succeeding Irving Waugh. 
Waugh, with WDBJ a year, ‘= join- | 
ing WLAC, Nashville. 
said to the cilizen who Seattle—KIRO added three to staff 
‘ J preparatory to a step-up in power 
wanted him to endorse later this year. Norman Runions, | 
who has been program director and | 
chief announcer on KVI, Tacoma, , 
A MOUSETRAP is now behind the mike as an an- |} 
nouncer; Al Amundsen, who former- | 
ly did continuity for WMBH, Joplin, 
Mo., and was copy chief at KUJ, | 
: Walla Walla, has been added to the | 
‘For the sort of people production and continuity staff and | e 
who want this sort of Bill Moshier steps up to publicity 
thing, this is the sort of a 4 d | h tt t radtro bu § 
a . . ‘ 
thing that sort of Dallas.—Orville Mills joins the en- | ia S to ay & © es y 
| ill .” gineering staff of station WFAA. | 
people will want. From KOMA, Oklahoma City. 
I p\ . rs i | 
| Nd 1. ONE-THIRD THE COST of any New Yerk net- 
Weslaco, Texas. ill Fgerton has | . ops J 
Paraphrasing Mr. Lincoln, |) been appointed chief engineer of | work station. 2. THE NATION’s BicGesT MARKET. (The 
: . KRGV taking over the duties of | ‘ : . ' THE AUDI- f 
we might say Neal McNaughton who has gone to | 50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. TWICE ' 


Porto Rico where he will be em- | 
ployed at the FCC Monitor station. | 
Egerton is also chief engineer of | 
station KTSA in San Antonio, both | 
stations being members of the Ted | 
Taylor group. Louis Hartwig of 


ENCE of any other New York independent station. 
(Hooper-Holmes and other impartial surveys.) 4. RAbDi0's 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS. (‘‘Make Believe Ballroom” with 


For the sort of people 
who want the sort of 
shows that attract lis- 


teners of all sorts KRGV will be engineer in charge of | Martin Block, ‘‘Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
j : operations. , : 
WSPD is the sort of Roland Schweer formerly ~-! no. many others.) §. LOCAL ADVERTISERS know WNEW 
9 announcing staff of station CPRC d 
medium they ll want to an ng sta c ati 


Houston, has joined KRGV. moves Most goods — fastest. @. More COMMERCIAL TIME 16 


bought on WNEW than any station in New York. 


WNEW 


use in this sort of a 


Cleveland.—Jack Thomas, former 


thriving market. 


WFAA, Dallas mikeman, joins staff 
of WHK as announcer. 

New Haven. Francis Maloney, 
New Haven news editor of WICC, 


succeeding late John H. Reilly, Jr. 

Hartford.—Jerry Piven, out of) 
WGBI. Scranton, Pa., joined WDRC 
as announcer. 








Saskatoon, Sask. — Lyn Hoskins, 
CFQC, Saskatoon, Sask., transmitter 
operator, has joined the Royal Ca- 
nadian Air Force at Toronto. 

Portland, Ore.—Ralph Rogers has 
been made chief announcer for 
KGW-KEX. 





NEW YORK 


Regina, Sask.—New addition to 
the CJRM, Regina, staff is Ann as 
Draayer. 





Wichita, Kas.—Bill Young will be 
t and announcer at 


¥ new sports editor 
OLEDO, OHIO KANS replacing Clarence Garnes 


who goes to WOWO, Ft. Wayne, Ind 





SERVING NEW YORK AND Na JERSEY 24 HOURS A DAY | 


1000 WATTS BY NIGHT 








I2SO KILOCYCLES * 





5000 WATTS BY DAY ° 
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. WGBR, Goldsboro, 
° WMFR, High Point. 
n ll WEED, Rocky Mount. 
Ohio 
WOsSU, Columbus. 
. . Oklahoma 
¢ KOCY, Oklahoma City. 
me States Not on Society List fs." 
~ *WNAD, Norman. 
Oregon 
a guinea ean KBND, Bend 
KLBEM, La Grand, 
ASCAP reported last week that 11 Iowa KW4J,_ Portland. 
: Tr S 1 cir e be ortiand, 
more commercial stations have sig- Sere ~ vo Sig oxen. Pertinnd. 
natured five-year licenses with it,| ekrag. Hoone | *KOAC, Corvallis, — 
making the total of stations holding | 4 Ames | KFJI, Klamath Falls. 

. - Ws , lows ity. -w 
such licenses 171. There are also 40 ? riche ome 7 =. Pennsylvania 
non-commercial stations with ASCAP | pitting luda _ Ma ; rig ore aie 

‘ . 2 awrence, IAD, lé ‘ 
licenses. The 1rewly licensed outlets| eKs4c.’ Manhattan. WIBG, Glenside. 
are KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia.; WJBW, Kentucky hal a 2 ‘Philadelphia 

* P . - : : DL, at shia, 
New Orleans; WFPG, Atlantic City;| WHOP, Hopkinsville. 


WPAD, Paducah. 


| WWSW, Pittsburgh. 





KTRI, Sioux City; WITH, Baltimore; 
WMSD, Muscle Shoals, La.; WTAL, 
Tallahassee, WGTC, Greenville, N. 
C.: KFJI, Klamath Falls, Ore; 
WMBS, Uniontown, Pa., and KVIC, 
Victoria, Tex. 


ASCAP also Stated that 112 sta- 
tions are now carrying the ‘ASCAP 
on Parade’ series. 


The following is the latest avail- 
able list of ASCAP licensees. Those 
marked with an asterisk are educa- 
tional stations (paying no fee), auto- 
matically okayed since they do not 
operate for profit: 


Alabama 
WMSD, Muscle Shoals, 
WMOB, Mobile. 
WIRD, Tuscaloose. 
WHMA, Anniston. ’ 
Arizona 


Phoenix. 
Globe. 
Arkansas 
KGHI, Little Rock. 
KWFC, Hot Springs. 
California 
KFVD, Los Angeles. 
/B, Hollywood, 
KIEV, Glendale. 
KLS, Oakland. 
KRKD, Los Angeles, 
KTRB, Modesto. 
KXO, El Centro. 
*KGDM, Stockton. 
*KFSG, Los Angeles, 
KPPC, Pasadena. 
Colorado 
KGIW, Alamosa. 
KIDW, Lamar. 
KOKO, La Junta. 
®KPOF, Denver. 
WINX, Washington, D. CG. 
Florida 
WTAL, Tallahasse. 
WDBO, Orlando. 
WIJAX, Jacksonville. 
WTSP, St. Petersburg. 
Georgia 
WBLJ, Dalton. 
WGAU, Athens. 
WMOG, Brunswisk. 
WRGA, Rome. 
WMGA, Moultrie. 
WGOV, Valdosta. 
WMJIM, Cordell. 
Illinois 
WCAZ, Carthage, 
WCBD, Chicago. 
WCFL, Chicago. 
WCRW, Chicago. 
WEBQ, Harrisburg. 
WEDC, Chicago. 
WGES, Chicago. 
WSBC, Chicago, 
®WILL, Urbana 
®WMBI, Chicago. 
Indiana 
WAOV, Vincennes, 
WJOB, Hammond. 
WTRC, Elkhart. 
WIND, Gary. 


KPHO, 
KWJB, 


oe 





®WBAA, West Lafayette. 


WOMI, Owensboro | WQAN, Scranton. 


P ®WSAJ, Grove City. 
Louisiana WMBS, Uniontown. 

WJBW, New Orleans. Porto Rico 
Maryland WKAQ, San Juan. 





WITH, Baltimore, 
WBOC, Salisbury. 
WEMD, Frederick. 


WNEL, San Juan, 
WPAB, Ponce. 
WPRA, Mayaquez. 


Massachusetts South Carolina 
WCOP, Boston. | WFEFIG, Sumter. 
WESX, Salem. South Dakota 
WHDH, Boston. 


A > KWAT, Watertown, 
WMEX, Boston, *KEDY, 


WORL, Boston. Brookings. 


*KUSD, Vermillion. 
Michigan *WCAT, Rapid City. 
WCAR, Pontiac. Tennessee 
TEX Qo ‘ 
wink” Sean —_ WHUB, Cookeville. 
- s it WDEF, Chattanooga. 
WMBC, Detroit. , 
WSAM, Saginaw. Texas 
WIBM, Jackson. KABC, San Antonio, 
*WKAR, East Lansing. KBST, Big Spring. 


| 
| 
*WMPC, Lapeer. 


KCMC, Texarkana, 
Minnesota KFJZ, Fort Worth. 
KGKL, San Angelo 


KGDFE, Fergus Falls. awe Ss 
WMIN, St. Paul. KIUN, Pecos. 


KLUF, Galveston. 


swCcaL,_ Northfield. KMAC. San Antonio. 
WLB, St. Paul. KNEL. Brady 
i issi i AN EL, y- 
Miss PP KNOW, Austin, 
WCoc, Meridian. KPLT, Paris. 
WIPR, Greenville. - KRBC, Abilene 
WQPC, Vicksburg. KRLH, Midland. 
Missouri KRRV, Sherman. 
YY ¢ Sir: KTEM, Temple. 
ere Kanes Cie KVWC, Vernon. 
KWOC, Poplar Bluff. KXOX, Sweetwater. 


WACO, Waco. 

KFPL, Dublin. 

KRBA, Lufkin. 

KRIC, Beaumont. 

Texas State Network, Fort Worth. 

*WTAW, College Station. 

WDAH, E) Paso. 

KVIC_ Victoria. 
Vermont 

| WDEV, Waterbury. 

WQDM, St. Albans. 
Virginia 

WCHYV, Charlottesville. 

WEVA, Fredericksburg. 

WLPM, Suffolk. 

*WBBL, Richmond. 


WMBH, Joplin. 
KWTO, Springfield. 
*KFUO, Kansas City. 
Nebraska 
KGFW, Kearney. 
KHAS, Hastings. 
KORN, Fremont. 
New Hampshire 
WHEB, Portsmouth, 
New ersey 
WFPG, Atlantic City. 
WFPG, Atlantic City. 
WAAT, Jersey City. | 
WBRB, Red Bank. 
WCAM, Camden, 





WCAP, Asbury Park. Washington 
WHBI, Newark. *KTW. Seattle 

WHOM, Jersey City. eKWSC. Pullm 

WAWZ, Zarepath. ~~ Soe 


West Virginia 
WBRY, Welch. 


New Mexico 
KLAH, Carlsbad. 


WBTH, Williamson, 
. New York | WLOG’ Logan. 
WATN, vatertown, j i n 
WBNY, Buffalo. ; ____Wisconsin 
WBNX, Bronx. WDSM, Superior. 


WIBU, Poynette. 
WMAM, Marinette. 
WOMT, Manitowoc, 
WSAU, Wausau. 


zWCNW, Brooklyn. 
WGNY, Newburgh. 
WHAZ, Troy. 
WHLD, Niagara Falls, 


Bn : bs . KFITZ, Fond Du Lae, 
WOLF, Fx lg WEMP. Milwaukee. 
“sl Phe — WHA, Madison. 


WOV, New York. 
WWRL, Woodside, L, I. 
WKNY, Kingston, 
WHN, New York. 
*WBBR, Brooklyn, 
*WCAD, Canton. 
*WNYC, New York. 
*WSVS, Buffalo. 
North Carolina 


*WLBL, Stevens Point. 








Allan H. Miller, assistant general 
|manager of WTOL, Toledo, has sold 
|a short story of a travelling tent 
|show and its people, entitled ‘The 


were’ oe | Blow-Down,’ to the Saturday Eve- 
"AIR, Tinston-Salem, ee : 
WCNC, Elizabeth City. | ning Post. 















HEN a “hot” car is speeding away, 


every second 


\\ Ve 


“STOP TWO MEN) 
IN GRAY FORD 

. ‘36 COUPE, | 
LICENSE.” 





counts. The highway 


patrol must have reliable information AT 


ONCE. 


In spot radio, too, speed is often 


essential—speed with accuracy. When you 
need data on any John Blair markets, we 
see that you get it right now — with 
accent on the RIGHT as well as the NOW. 


JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY - 


National Representatives of Radio Stations 


CRICAGO NEW YORK 
620 N. Michigan Ave. 341 Madison Ave. 
SUperter 8659 


MUrray Hill 9-6084 Madison 7889 


DETROIT 
New Center Bldg. 


ST. LOUIS 


LOS ANGELES 
349 Paul Brown Bldg. Ch. of Comm. Bldg. 608 Russ Bldg. 


SAN FRANTISCO 


Chestnut 5688 Prospect 3584 Douglas 3188 





‘Nostalgic’ Song Pluggin 











re i 








Dwyer's Sawdust Trail, next to the 


Jerry Vogel, whose catalog is rich in old tunes, is concentrating on 
the ‘Gay '90s’ circuit of niteries in New York and elsewhere, to keep 
himself busy until the ASCAP-radio situation rights itself. 

Besides Bill Hardy's Gay ’90s, there is the Ring Cafe (near Madison 
Square Garden), which has John Steel and Margie Coates; Jimmy 


Hotel Claridge, is also in the mauve 


decade groove; Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe ditto; and still another 
spot is Gallagher's steak house, now going for oldtime song shows. 








Mardi Gras Sans Music 


New Orleans, Feb. 11. 

The Mardi Gras parades will be 
broadcast this year but not one note 
of music will come over the loud- 
speaker. The reason for the elimina- 
tion of the musical interludes is the 
fight between ASCAP and BMI. Most 
of the music which the bands play 
'in the colorful night pageants is 
| ASCAP. 

WWL states that its broadcast of 
_the parades will originate from a 








| soundproof booth in Canal street and | 


| WSMB pointed out that the Sugar 
| Bowl game was broadcast without 
| difficulty by the simple expedient of 
| tuning out the band concerts, and ex- 
pects to do that on Mardi Gras. 


None of the national chains have 
yet decided to send the parade out 
over the networks for fear of violat- 
ing the ASCAP order, local outlets 
said. The Association of Commerce, 
however, is still working on the idea 
of interesting one of the networks 
to put on a national broadcast. 


KAYE NOT T0 








Sydney M. Kaye, BMI v.p. and 
counsel, denied Monday (10) the re- 
port current in the trade that he had 
asked to be relieved of his BMI con- 
nections so that he could go back to 
the practice of law. Kaye stated 
that he had said something about his 
working hard, but added that he 
wasn’t trying to get out of the job. 


Report had it that he had told his 
superiors in the law firm of Rosen- 
berg, Goldmark & Colin, CBS gen- 
eral counsel, that the BMI assign- 
ment was taking up all his time and 
| that he was not a music publisher 
| but a lawyer and he would like to 
get back to his profession. 


Dick Mack on Vallee 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Dick Mack has been named writer 
and producer of the Rudy Vallee 
Sealtest show to succeed Ed Gardner 
who goes East after next. week's 
broadcast to produce and do the 
‘Archie’ character for  Schick’s 
‘Duffy’s Tavern.’ 








scripter. 


Clearance for Hillbillies 
Nashville, Feb. 11. 

Kay Brescia, wife of WSM con- 
ductor Pietro Brescia, proved a 
great aid to hillbillies and station 
officials of WSM after the radio- 
ASCAP break. In order to get clear- 
ance for hillbilly numbers, Miss 
Brescia transcribed down the music 
as the performers played their 
pieces. 


This was necessary as many of the 
hillbilly tunes were never written 
down, and due in part also to the 
fact that many of the performers do 
not know how to read music. 

Roy Acuff, leader of Smoky Moun- 
tain Boys, hillbilly band on WSM's 
Nashville Grand Ole Opry, back on 
show after two-week absence, during 
which time doctors took up option on 
his appendix. 


Mack for years was Edgar Bergen’s | 


CHAS. POLETTI 
ASCAP FEE AT 
$100,000? 


Participation of Charles Poletti, 
' Lieutenant Governor of New York 
| State, in the consent decree discus- 
sions will probably cost the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
|and Publishers a fee of $100,000. 
Poletti came back into the parleys 
with the U. S. Department of Justice 
last week at the direct request of 
| the department itself. ASCAP was 
| told that if it wanted to negotiate 
a deal its interests would best be 
| served if Poletti was retained to pick 
, up where he had left off several 
| weeks before. 

| ASCAP board of directors got, it is 
| reported, one of its biggest shocks 
of the entire squabble with the 
broadcasters when the society re- 
ceived the first of the month Poletti's 
bill for services. It was quoted as 
being $50,000. This bill and the 
circumstances that led up to it was 





in large measure responsible for the 
sudden appointment of a new ways 
and means committee. Latter group 


| was invested with complete author- 

| ity over future expenditures, par- 

| ticularly as affecting legal assign- 
ments. 

| 


Radio Guide Calis ASCAP 
_ Fight Unwon, Broade’ters 


| “ALittle Smug These Days’ 


| Movie-Radio Guide in its Feb. 8 
| issue reported on the results of a 
| poll which it took among readers on 
the statement, ‘I think music on net- 


work programs since Jan. 1 is better, 











| werse, or about the same.’ The vot- 

| ing was as follows: 

Worse 72.3% 
Better reer ree ee 
About the same...... 12.2% 


ment, ‘When three out of every four 
radio listeners say that the music 
they hear today is worse than it was, 
they will not 4ng support such mu- 
sic. Broadcasters are a little smug 
these days over having put ASCAP 
in its place. Our figures show that 
the battle is not over. Broadcasters 
must do either of two things. They 
must get together with ASCAP or 
they must imvrove the quality of 
| their BMI music. The American lis- 
tener demands and deserves the best.’ 


| The text with the poll results com- 


Non-Cop Background 
Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 

When Nancy Grey, femme com- 
mentator of WTMJ, visited Los An- 
geles recently with her portable re- 
cording outfit she interviewed Jimmy 
Manos at the Cocoanut Grove on his 
contacts with Hollywood celebs. 
While they chatted, Freddy Martin's 
band was playing unnoticed in the 
background and when the disc was 
shipped back to Milwaukee and put 
on a turntable the suspicion was ex- 
pressed that an ASCAP melody had 
inadvertently been trapped. 
| All the studio musical experts 
were called in and the platter run 
over and over again; in fact, it was 
about worn out before it was defi- 
|nitely determined there was no 
copyright infringement and the pan- 
icake got the official O.K. 




















DAY and NIGHT 
YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 


ANEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET 
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: Follow-Up Comment 3 
ee, nanan bbb bbb bbb baae 


Ethel, John and Lionel Barrymore 
participated last week in a heart- 
warming observance by radio of 
Miss Barrymore’s 40th anniversary 
as a stage star. The two-way con- 
servations between the sister in 
New York and the brothers, whom 
she called Lionello and Jake, in 
Hollywood had historic as well as 
histrionic interest. John enlivened 
the event with some free-style pos- 
turing and recollections of childhood 
incidents that suggested that, young 
or old, the Barrymores were always 
interesting mortals. But the broad 
cast was essentially Ethel’s. Ethel, 
with a not completely hidden sob in 
her throat, signed off at the end with 
her classic line, ‘That’s all there is— 
there isn’t any more.’ 

Alexander Woolleott’s knack for 
the well-chosen phrase helped the 
program. Helen Hayes sounded sin- 
cere and Arthur Hopkins a gruff, 
old field marshal of the legit army. 
On the whole the event was choked 
with kindliness and good feeling, ad- 
miration for the remarkable woman 
now enjoying another hit in ‘The 
Corn Is Green.’ It+was the sort of 
sentimental visit that doesn’t occur 
often in life or on the radio. It was 
very nice. 


‘Radio Gossip Club’ (of Chicago) 
extracted considerable breeze and} 
news interest from the Eddie and 
Fannie Kavanaugh interview of 
Nan Rae and Mauce Davis during 
turn’s appearance ait the Balaban & 
Katz Chicago theatre. Miss Davis 
took over alone for eight minutes 
after partner scrammed to makeup 
for the next show. She detailed her 
theatrical career, amusingly, begin- 
ning ‘after the war—not the Civil 
War.’ 


Doubtful that the question ‘is 
so and so Jewish’? should be an- 
swered over the air by the 
Kavanaughs. This has occurred at 
least twice recently. It introduces 
an odd slant, carries the unpleasant 
suggestion that the answer colors the 
attitude of the party putting the 
question. 
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Ethel Barrymore Colt, after laugh- 
ingly detailing on ‘We, the People’ 
her many-sided show career (in- 
cluding everything but burlesque) 
and telling of her famous relatives, 
with one or two quips at ‘Uncle 
John’s’ ‘eccentricities), sang a num- 
ber from Puccini's ‘La Boheme.’ 
The young woman, who said she had 
recently made her grand opera debut 





with the Columbia Company in Bal- 
timore and intended to stick to this | 
field, displayed a trained voice. 
However, the selection offered did 
not seem to be one which would give | 
a real line, via loudspeaker at least, | 
on Miss Colt’s operatic possibilities. | 
The script made her, perhaps inten- | 
tionally, sound rather ingenuish. | 
Speaking voice was pleasant. Dic- 
tion at times sounded a bit cloudy. | 
A big night on the air for the No. 1 
theatrical family, Miss Colt’s appear- | 
ance was ballyhooed as the first for | 
a Barrymore in grand opera on the 
radio. 





Gulf-Screen Guild stumbled} 
through one of its flimsiest programs 
Sunday (9) night with a pitifully 
feeble adaptation of S. N. Behrman’s 
legit and screen piece, ‘No Time for 
Comedy.’ Norma Shearer, Walter | 
Abel, Mary Astor and Hattie Mc- | 
Daniel played four of the five parts, | 
the fifth being unbilled. Whole score | 
of Behrman’s play is his exposition | 
of the civilized, comic point of view 
in a rising tide of violent barbarism. | 
But this radio version stressed the | 
obvious plot framework on which | 
Behrman hung his suave theme and, | 
by skeletonizing the yarn, turned it | 
into a tawdry little romantic triangle | 


without characterization or logical | 
motivation. Even in its sketchy 
form, moreover, the piece was so 


overlong that the actors had to rush 
through every speech without paus- 
ing for pace or expression. It was 
probably a new low for a supposedly 
prestige series. 








‘Music of Today,’ recorded five- 
minute series at 8:15 a.m. Mondays | 
through Saturdays locally on WABC, 
New York, has started its fourth sea- 
son. Sponsorship is split three days 
each by Olson rugs and the Ed Wynn | 


‘CLOVERBLOOM QUARTET’ 
With Marshall Pope 
30 Min.—Regional 
ARMOUR & CO. 
Friday, 12:30 p.m. 
KABC-TSN, San Antonio 

_. (Lord & Thomas) 

Originating at Fort Worth, this 
Texas State regional show in praise 
of Armour’s Cloverbloom Butter and 
Cheese is a pleasing quarter hour of 
harmonizing by a staff quartet who 
are given the billing of Cloverbloom 
Quartet. Group indulges in old-time 
barbershop style. 

Coming at the noon hour, and 
aimed at the old folks, program 
should prove a plausible investment. 

Listeners are invited to submit a 


song title which is identified with an | 


important event in their life. On 
each program winning letter is read 
as well as the song sung by the quar- 
tet. Award to listeners whose letter 
is used is a five-pound assortment of 
the Cloverbloom cheeses in a spun 
aluminum salad bowl. 


TSN is licensed by both ASCAP 
and BMI, so the idea is convenient. 

Commercials are in good taste and 
are ably handled by Marshall Pope. 
Andy. 


‘TOOTH AND NAIL’ 
With Louis Wolfe 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 11:30 a.m. 
WINS, New York - 

Already doing ‘Kid Wizards’ over 
WHN, New York, Tuesday nights, 
Louis Wolfe has now started another 
juve series Sunday mornings over 
WINS, New York. Called ‘Tooth and 
Nail,’ offers roundtable 
about topics of day by groups of 
moppets. Three questions are con- 
sidered on each show, with three 
different youngsters tangling over 
each topic. Prizes of five, three or 
one comic strip books are awarded 
according to studio applause. With 
certain reservations, it’s an intriguing 
idea and makes a listenable novelty 
show. 


Since urchins can hardly be ex- 


pected to offer anything particularly | 


wise or profound on public issues, 
the program is best when it gets 
away from attempts at grownup Jogic 
and the teen-age opponents begin 
their treble wrangling, interrupting 
each other and telling each other off. 
For that reason, the moppets are 
more diverting than the older boys— 
and, incidentally, they come just as 
close to being logicale Program is 
now arranged to bring the youngsters 
on first, which is a mistake, as the 
older ones are an anticlimax. 
Subjects for argument are properly 
controversial, but should be varied 
more on each show. For instance, 
two of the topics recently were 
‘Should the U. S. Enter the War?’ 
and ‘Is the U. S. Safe if Germany 
Wins the War?’, while the third 
was ‘Should Film Theatres Show 
Single or Double Features?’ First 
two evoked parallel controversies 
and might as well have been the 
same question. Kids sound as if they 
had been carefully prepared for their 


first spiel, only getting steamed up in 


the ad-lib rebuttal periods. 


Just as he does on his ‘Kid Wizards’ 
| series, Wolfe is too patronizing to- 


ward the youngsters. The listeners 
might get more out of the show if 
he’d do a straight, giving practically 
no reaction whatever to the argu- 
ments, but merely keeping things 
moving and moderately orderly. Ap- 
parently nine different contestants 
are used on each show, with par- 
ticipants chosen from mail applica- 


| tions, Hobe. 
|legit revue, ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether,’ at the Broadhurst, N. Y. | 


Various name bands are used on the 
discs. Each stanza includes opening 
and closing commercials and one 
tune. Blurbs hog attention, of course, 
as the single musical number offers 


insufficient scope for registering a 
|mood or impression. Considering 
that fact, the commercial copy is 


reasonably succinct. 


By Woodbury’s Leave 
Salt Lake City, Feb. 11. 
Ed Stoker spells off By Woodbury 
as musical director of KDYL as 


| Woodbury leaves for a three months | 


vacation. 

Wife and two children will accom- 
pany Woodbury on a tour of the 
Eastern cities. 





eieenneemenmtien 

















6-~A LOT OF CHIPS 


WBNS SPOTS SOLD 7 TONS 
OF POTATO CHIPS FOR 


THATS A LOT OF CHIPS BuT 
You GET ALOT OF RESULTS 


USING WEN $ 


Ask any Bia man oRUuS/Z J 


~\ 


KUEH MANNS/ 


CENTRAL OHIO'S ONLY 
CBS OUTLET 








discussion | 


BENNY GOODMAN MUSIC 
With Helen Forrest 
30 Mins, 
OLD GOLD 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 
(J. Walter Thompron) 

Well, un-pin these old ears and 
let them flap in the breeze if it 
ain’t the old giddyyap of gut- 
bucket come back to coddle the 
cats. . 

If the above paragraph sounds 
Slightly over-written, slightly self- 
conscious, slightly strangulating, it’s 
not any more that way than 
words put into the mouths of Benny 
Goodman, Helen Forrest, the Old 
Gold announcer and, more or less, 
the guester xylophonist, Red Norvo. 

Such neo-Crosby dialog may seem 





DON KERR 
15 Mins.—Local 
T-Th-S, 5:15 p.m, 
WBT, Charlotte 
It's a far cry from Lindy’s on 
Broadway to Charlotte, N. ¢., but 
here is an old son of Broadway, Don 
Kerr, tossing off informal film news 
that is probably reminiscent of his 
appearances in New York as boss 
man of the Harlem Amateur Hour 
nights over WMCA. Sustainer is ex- 
= handled by Kerr who writes 
is own stuff and delivers news of 





| pix stars in a ‘they're all pals of 
the | 


mine’ manner that sounds convincing 
to this Bible Belt area. Program 
caught opened with Kerr introducing 
guest, WBT songster Dave Lane, 


| prior to his leaving for Hollywood 


bright and saucy to the young and | 


easily diverted. To others it 


will | 
be a greater strain than it must be | 


| upon the author, unless he, too, is a | 
_kid. But probably Old Gold is aim- | 


|ing at the young and easily diverted 
; rather than the loose sockets and 
short nervous circuits 
middle-aged folks. 


Goodman remains what is known 
as a solid sender. His aggressive 
rhythm, his hard-driving beat are 
too familiar to require further de- 
scription. It is the intention of this 
Monday night half hour to bring in 
some instrumental soloist each week. 
Red Norvo this show, Teddy Wilson 
next week, and so on. In the 
several specialties, combinations, 
changes of volume and the vocal in- 
terpolations by Miss Forrest, the 
whole program constitutes a demon- 
stration of modern jazz as flagellated 
by such amazing, energizing, touch- 
,down-scoring gents as Benny Good- 
iman. 

Benny Goodman jazz is the best. 
| It has authority. It’s hot enough to 
fry hamburger. Being all rhythm 
|and practically no melody, it detours 
|around ASCAP, safe from infringe- 
| ment beceuse no judge could isolate 
| the theme. 
| In stepping from Camels to Old 
Gold the sizzler and his group do 
the unusual. It’s an unusual show 
all the way. But maybe the talk is 
ja trifle too unusual? Land. 





CEDRIC FOSTER 
Commentator 
| 15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 
| WOR-Mutual, New York 
Cedric Foster, who’s been on the 
air in various capacities for several 
years, has lately been commenting 
on the news Monday-through-Friday 
afternoon over WOR-Mutual, origi- 
inating at WTHT, Hartford, of which 
he’s the station manager. He’s now 
added another stanza’ Sunday after- 
noons, starting recently. 
With a clear, straight-away 








In The Army Now 


Tommy Smith Enlists 
Philadelphia, Feb, 11. 

Tommy Smith, program director 
of WPEN, leaves at end of the week 
to enlist with the 103 Engineers of 
the Pennsylvania National Guard as 
a buck private. 

Smith, whose draft number was 
about up, said he decided to choose 
his own service before Uncle Sam 
pulled him in. 











KOCY’s Draftees 
Oklahoma City, Feb. 11. 
Four members of the staff of sta- 
tion KOCY here have recently en- 
tered the service. They include Leon 
Betz, a salesman; Mahlon Hickman, 
continuity writer and a reserve offi- 
cers; Russell Black and Joe London, 
announcers. Betz 2nd Hickman were 
called for a year’s training. 
Black is an air corps student pilot 
at Randolph Field and London is 
in the air corps ground service. 








WCCO Staffers Leave 
Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

The government's defense prograin 
is making inroads on the WCCO 
staff here. On Feb. 10 Lyman 
| Swendson of the engineering staff 
leaves to report for active duty with 
the Army Signal Corps at Wright 
Field, Dayton, O. George Culbert- 
son, a WCCO transmitter engineer, 
reports for physical examination 
next week preparatory to being 
summoned for active duty under his 

reserve officers’ commission. 





Fred Gropper With Troops 

Fred Gropper, of the Compton 
agency production staff, drafted for 
military training. He also handled 
publicity for the agency and 
final release, dated yesterday (Tues- 
day) started with the statement ‘by 
the time you receive this, I will be 
in the army.’ 

His assistant, Isabel Olmstead, is 


hi 
aiid 





subbing until further notice 


known as | 


for a guest appearance on the Al 
Pearce show. 

Next Kerr went to work on Katie 
Hepburn, who happened to be play- 
ing a one-nighter of ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ here and had refused to be 
interviewed by, of all people, him, 
Kerr, or by ‘any members of the 
beastly press.’ Skilled in the art of 


| panning, Kerr barbecued Hepburn 








| 
| 


de- | 
livery, Foster has an agreeable mike | 


style and his comments are easily | 
followed. His views offer nothing | 
startling or especially illuminating. 


He does little analysis and no pre- | 


diction. It’s more or less what any | 
casual reader would get from the | 
dailies. Hobe. 


for five merciless minutes. He then 
reviewed current films. Just. 


‘THE LOST FLYER’ 
Dramatic 

30 Minutes—Local 
Thursday 10:30 
WSB, Atlanta, 

Bob Pollock’s production wasn’t up 
to Elmo Ellis’ scripting on this ses- 
sion of WSB’s ‘Pan Americana.’ 
George Hamrick’s musical super- 
vision was neat if leaning towards 
the cut and dried. Segues were 
adroit with soundman doing nice 
work throughout. 

‘The Lost Flyer’ enacted the life 
of Paul Redfern, the flyer who left 
Brunswick, Georgia in 1927 to dis- 
appear in the South American 
jungle. The play told some of the 
rumors which later emanated from 
the jungles concerning the ‘white 
god.” Several searching parties were 
organized but none ever found Red= 
fern. Jim. 
Ol cotetenens ceenmeciemieettiad 





‘INVISIBLE THEATRE OF THE 
AIR’ 


With Amy Sedell, Richard Quine 
Jackson Beck, Sybil Bowan, Fa 
Baker, Foster Williams, Hank Syl- 
vern 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 

WINS, New York. 


New dramatic sustainer is perhaps 
the most ambitious yet attempted by 
Hearst’s WINS, New York. Idea is 
to use name leads and regular AFRA 
casts in ‘the kind of plays not ordine 
arily heard on the air.’ Troupe doing 
| the series is called Allied Actors of 
| Radio and is announced to include 
actors, writers and technicians who 
|have banded together to do some- 


| thing different. Irving Strouse and 
|Robert Cotten were billed as director 
and producer of Sunday’s (9) som 
stanza, Robert Green’s ‘The Crysta 
Ball.’ Tamara Geva had been ballye 
hooed for the lead, but was ‘too il)’ 
to appear, so Amy Sedell substituted, 
it was annonuced, on ‘only one hour's 
notice.’ 


Despite the introductory blurb, 
‘Crystal Ball’ was not anything pare 
ticularly ‘out of the ordinary.’ Merely 
a pulp-mag brand of crime yarn 
with a_ not-too-clear supernatural 
surprise ending. Only thing particue 
larly mentionable was the presence 
in the cast of Sybil Bowan, vaude- 
ville mimic, apparently making her 
dramatic radio debut as a chattery 
crystal-gazer patron. It was an ac- 
ceptable performance of a _ one- 
dimensional part. Jackson Beck gave 
a cleanly-defined portrayal of a con- 
vict, but Miss Sedell and Richard 
Quine failed to register in the only 
other sizab‘e roles. Foster Williams 
read the pretentious announcements 
and Hank Sylvern composed and 
played the passable organ bridges. 

Production was simple, but ade- 
quate. Not a bad show for a small 
indie station. Hobe, 
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Gem Razor Buys WMCA Boxing 


Bouts; Gotham Continues Inactive 


Gem Razor will pick up sponsor- 
ship of fight programs which WMCA, 
New York, has been carrying sus- 
taining from the Bronx Coliseum. 
Commercial broadcasts start Feb. 18. 
Jimmy Powers and Joe O’Brien will 


handle the spiels. Programs air 
each Tuesday 9:45-10.30 p.m. Period | 
is fixed to do main bout only, but) 


in event feature is short following! 


battles will be described. 


Understood one of the reasons 
which decided Gem to buy program 


is that Mike Jacobs, N. Y. fight pro- | 


moter recently took over the Coli- 
seum, which indicated an improve- 
ment in the quality of the bouts. 
WHN: Madison Long Island Per- 
sonal Loan Co., through Klinger 
Advertising, one-hour program on 
Sunday, ‘Buck Mason and His Bar-O 
Ranch,’ and several 10 and 15-minute 
daily programs, 52-week contract, 
Federal Accident Insurance Co., 
through Huber Hoge & Sons, five- 
minute periods several times weekly, 


52-week contract; Majestic Arts, Inc. | 


(fireplaces, andirons, etc.), station-| 
break announcements, 13-week con- | 
tract; American Ice Co. (Knicker- | 
bocker Laundry Division), through | 
Buchanan & Co., five-minute pro- | 
grams, 13-week contract; Penick &} 
Ford, Ltd. (My-T-Fine Desserts), 
through BBD & O, station-break an- 
nouncements; 13-week contract. | 

WINS: Carter Products, Inc. (Lit- 
tle Liver Pills), through Street & 
Finney, 312 one-minute announce- 


ments over a period of 52 weeks; | 


Madison Long Island Personal Loan 
Co., through Klinger Advertising, 21 
One-minute announcements weekly, 
13-week contract. 


WMCA: Postal Telegraph, direct, 
nine announcements; Roxy Theatre, 
through Kayton-Spiero, nine an- 
nouncements; Horn & Hardart Co., 
through Clements Company, six 15- 
minute programs weekly, “The Morn- 
ing Herald,’ 13-week contract; Vick 
Chemical Co., through Morse Inter- 
national, extending WMCA’s contract 
for three additional announcements 


weekly; Music Box-Lyceum The- 
atres, through Kayton-Spiero, five | 
anouncements; Kemp & Lane, Inc. 


(Orangeine Headache Powders), 
through F. A. Hughes Co., announce- 
ments. 

WNEW: United Radio & Television 
Institute, direct, 10-minute program 





DETROIT MOUNTS 


| Uniform Gains Continue—Barbasol, 


Kreml on WWJ 
| 








Detroit, Feb. 11. 
Improvement here, which has been 
|} continuing steady, took another 
healthy move i _- last week in 
all categories, with all stations re- 
porting better weeks still impending. 


Most marked advance again last 
week was in the national spot group, 
which came up nearly two percent 
following a week which saw a four 
percent rise. The stations here are 
| all running well ahead of compar- 
able weeks in other years, with 1941 
looming as one of the best in these 
parts. 

WWJ: Ty Tyson Sports Review, 10 
minutes, six times weekly, 52 weeks, 
for Barbasol and Kreml, through 
Erwin, Wasey; Oddities in the News, 
five minutes, six times weekly, 13 
weeks, for Harry Sufferin Clothes, 
through Simon Michelson Co. 


| Feb. 8 Compared to Feb. 1 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,476 11,911 4,421 25,908 
9,395 11,834 4,335 25,564 
+0.9% +0.7% +2% +1.3% 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, 

| WWJ, WXYZ) 





Hyde Park Suds Using 
KMOX’s Laux on KXOK; 
Drops Six-Station Web 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 

Through a deal made by Oscar 
Zahner, head of the local Ruthrauff 
& Ryan agency, with Merle J. Jones, 
gen, mgr. of KMOX, local CBS out- 
let, France Laux, KMOX baseball 
spieler, will air local major league 
| baseball for the Hyde Park Brew- 
|eries, an R&R account, over KXOK, 





|the NBC (Blue) outlet in St. Louis. 


| Deal was completed last week after 
it had been announced previously 
that KMOX was one of three CBS 
stations that was dropping baseball 
for the forthcoming season. 

Laux will do a ‘before and after 
the game’ stint for General Mills 
and, additionally, will continue with 





five times weekly ‘Music Hall,’ quar- | his usual sports roundup every p.m. 
ter-hour program, twice weekly; | for his parent station. He, also, will 
Parker Bros. (Game Dig), through continue as the chief gabber at 
Clements Co., 35 announcements | KMOX. 

weekly, 13-week contract; Howe It will be the 12th consecutive 
Trade School, through T. J. Bumford | year that Laux will handle local 
Agency, quarter-hour program, ‘Meet | baseball. He will be teamed with 
the Sun,’ three times weekly, 13- | Charles ‘Gabby’ Street, one of the 


week contract; Princess Pat, through | 
Frank R. Steel Associates, 10 quar- 
ter-hours, 11 ten-minute periods, six 
five-minute periods, David Lowe and | 
transcriptions, 13-week contract; 
Roxy Theatre and/or 20th Century- 
Fox Film Corp., through Kayton- 
Spiero Co., nine announcements. 


WOR: S. A. Schonbrunn & Co., | 


Inc. (Savarin Coffee), through M. H 
Hackett, Inc., quarter-hour weekly | 
program, ‘Dorothy Thompson,’ eight- 
week contract; Vick Chemical Co., 
through Morse International, five | 
station - break announcements per 
week, 10-week contract; Kerr Chick- | 


| best baseball analysists in the mid- 
west, and Cy Casper of KXOK. 

Because KXOK recently obtained 
an increase in its power to 5,000 
watts on 630 kc. the Hyde Park 
Breweries will drop the six-station 
web in Missouri and Illinois that 
| carried all of its broadcasts (day and 
night) last season, 





Co., 30-word announcements, ‘Ed 
| Fitzgerald’ and ‘Here’s Morgans,, one 
week, 





| | Feb. 8 Compared to Feb. 1 | 




















: | Network Local National Total 
eries, through N. W. Ayer & Son, | 
one-minute announcements, ‘Farm- Units Units Spot Units Units 
er’s Digest,’ three times weekly for — 10,364 8,874 19,403 
two weeks; Stephen F. Whitman & 368 30,687 8,797 39,388 
Son (Candy), through Ward Whee- —0.6% +0.8% =P. .00. 
lock, 35-word station breaks, three ne . 
times weekly, 52-week contract; | Pe watt, WMC NNW 
Parker Bros. (Dig), through Clements waxr) ioe — 
+] Yel 
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DES MOINES BRISK 


All Units on Upbeat—Local Gains 
5.2% 
| 








Des Moines, Feb. 11. 
All units showed action here dur- 
ing the past week, with local biz 
making the best showing. 


Snow in San Antonio Means Biz 





The Local Tally Is Good Golden Gloves Boxing 


Bouts Is Sponsored 





— Feb. | 8 ‘Compared to Feb. ; 

















DeSOTO CARS ON 
WEBR; BALTO 
STEADY 


Baltimore, Feb. 11. 


Little change reported here except 
for slight rise in network count. 

WFBR: Dr. Pepper, through Ben- 
ton & Bowles, tied up half-hour 
midweek show of ‘Dr. Pepper Pa- 
rade’; Chrysler (DeSoto), through 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,038 2,684 2,976 13,698 | 
7,899 2,551 2,924 13,374 

| +1.8% +5.2% +1.8% +2.4% 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 








J. Stirling Getchell, 14 announce- 
ments; John Morrell & Co. (E-Z Cut | 
Hams), through Henri, Hurst & Mc- | 
Donald, participations and spots, six | 
times a week; Penick & Ford (My-T- 
Fine Desserts), through BBD&O, five 
one-minute announcements a week. 

WCAO: George Washington To- 
bacco, through Wm. Esty, six spots 
a week. 

WBAL: Vick’s, through Morse In- 
ternational, 30 spots; Josselyn Can- 





dies, via Leon Golnick Agency, 27 
spots; Meadowgold Ice Cream, also 
via Golnick, 20 spots. 





| Feb. 8 Compared to | Feb. | 1 ome} 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,035 4,350 1,574 14,959 
8,746 4,535 1,558 14,839 
+3.3% —4.1% +1% +0.8% | 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





Brewer Expands 
Reliance Upon 
Radio Campaigns 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 


Peter Fox Brewing Co., which has 
been successful in this territory 








through a spread of radio plugging, 
has expanded to take over the Michi- | 
gan Brewing Co., of Grand Rapids, 
and plans a drive into the Michigan 
and Ohio territory. 

With the acquisition of this prop- 
erty Fox DeLuxe is readying an im- 
mediate radio campaign in Michi- 
gan and is now setting a deal, 
through its agency, Schwimmer 
Scott, for a ride on the Michigan 
Network and WXYZ, Detroit. 





'Hillbilly Participation 





Louisville, Feb. 11. 

New radio hillbilly show has been 
readied by John Lair, pilot of the 
| Renfro Valley Barn, Dance, to air 
|over Mutual, and is slated to get 
under way this week. Show will 
occupy a 15-minute slot five times a 
week, and will be a participation 


commercial. 


& |nouncements; Hilex Co., through Mc- 





Originates in a Barn) 


Networ k Local National _ Total 

| Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,160 4,249 1,658 14,067 
8,370 4,232 1,467 14,069 
2.5° +-0.4% +13% ° 
*No change. 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 
Clarence’ Talbot, KOIN-KALE, | 


Shindig will originate at Renfro 
Valley, Kentucky, and will be pro- | 
duced in a barn at that location. 


Renfro Valley Barn Dance has long | 


been a standard hillbilly show at 
WLW, and the troupe has in the 
past played many theatre and fair 
dates. WGRC will air the hillbilly 
frolic locally and feed the show to 
the Mutual web. 





_Rap-in-Wax Goes On 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 
KSTP just rolled itself up a rec- 
ord with Rap-in-Wax, the rolled 
wax paper, when the company 


signed up to go into the fifth year | 


of participation on the 


station’s | 


Household Forum, conducted by Bee 


Baxter. 


Contract was re-signed after 220 
weeks of the firm’s participation. 


ve 


KIRO’S 50,000 


New Setup in Three Months—Seattle 
Units Weak 








Seattle, Feb. 11. 

KIRO, already in possession of au- 
‘thority to step up its power from 
1,000 to 10,000 watts, has received 
added bounty via on FCC grant to 
operate on 50,000, Since no action 
was undertaken following the pre- 
vious grant, current construction on 
new transmitting facilities will up 
the station directly from 1,000 to 
50,000 watts. According to H. J. 
Quilliam, manager, the new setup | 
will be ready for operation in three 
months. 


| Feb. 8 Compared to” Feb. 1 | 











Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,355 10,667 692 17,714 
6,330 10,643 692 17,665 

+0.4°% +0.2% Peas +0.3% 





* No charge. 
. (Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


Denver Nat’! Spot 
Tidy 13%; Palmolive 
To KOA for 1 Yr. 


Denver, Feb. 11. 
signed up the Rainbow 








KFEL 


| Dance Hall for three quarter-hours | 
| for 


weekly for a year and the Chez 


| Paree cafe for 11 months on daily 


announcements and three half-hours 
a week. 

KFEL: Rainbow Ballroom, three 
15-minutes weekly, one year; Wil- 
lard Tablet Co., through First United 
Broadcasters, six five-minutes week- 


ly, indefinite; Chez Paree cafe, daily | 


announcement and three half-hours 
weekly, 11 months; Kilpatrick Bak- 
ing Co. added a fourth quarter-hour 
to their three a week; Waltham 
Fountain Pen, through United Ad- 
vertising Services, 312 five-minutes 
to run for one year; Pacific Aviation 
Training School, four announce- 
ments; Lydia Pinkham, through 
Erwin, Wasey, eight announcements 
a week, four months; 
trolysis Eliminator, one announce- 
ment daily, one month; 
Department Store 
Boot Shop, through Ted Levy agency, 
one announcement daily one month. 

KLZ: H. H. Frumess Jewelry Co., 
| through Robertson agency, two time 
signals each night, one year; 


ter Thompson, 30 one-minute 
nouncements; Nob Hill Coffee, | 
through McCann-Erickson, 200 chain 
breaks; Miller Super Markets, two 
spots; Capitol Rubber & Tire Co., 
through Raymond Keane, 13 an- 
Cord 42 


agency, announcements; 


Anaconda Sales Co., through McCord | 


agency, 30 announcements; Leeman 
Auto Co., through Bodkin agency, 
announcements. 








Portland, Ore., 
Spokane recently to 
gency operation performed by his 
father, a surgeon in that city. 


staff writer flew to 


Marine Elec- ! 


Broadway | -—— 
and Paramount} | _ 


Wash- | 
ington State Apples, through J. Wal- | 
an- | 


AGAINST RIVAL WTMJ 
| 


11} 


Feb. 8 3 Compared to Feb. | 1 me | 


| strategic 


San Antonio, Feb. 11. 


This city saw the second snowfall] 
in 10 years last week in an unprece- 
dented cold wave which has swept 
the south. Vick Chemical Co., in 
behalf of their cold remedies, have 
given a five-week renewal to their 
five-minute newscast period aired 
through station KTSA here. Deal 
was set through Morse International, 


Local units took a sharp upward 
swing with over four and a half 
| hours of boxing from the Golden 
|Gloves tournament aired through 
| KABC, and several hours of Texas 
, Open Golf tournament aired through 
KTSA. 


Several new programs debuted 
through the Texas State Network 
adding to the network totals. Biz 
at all stations is more than holding 
its own. 

John Considine, genggal sales 
manager of General Drug, was in 
|'the city the past week and was a 





| guest of KTSA who handle the 
Rexall account. 
KONO: Turkish Village, new lo- 


cal night spot, three spot announce- 
ments per day; Helene Rubenstein 
Cosmetics, four 100-word announce- 
ments concerning sale at Joske Bros, 
store; Calpini, an additional 14 an- 
nouncements for the next two weeks. 


WOAI: Colgate - Palmolive - Peet 
(Palmolive Soap), through Ward 
Wheelock, five announcements per 
week for 52 weeks: Campbell Cereal 
Co. for Malto-Meal, through H. W. 
Kastor & Son, five announcements 
per week: Beech-Nut Packing Co., 
Beechies, through Newell- 
Emmett, 14 chain break transcribed 
announcements per week; William 
Cameron & Co., through Tracy- 
Locke-Dawson, three one-minute 
announcements per week: W. K., 
Kellogg Co., through Kenyon &.Eck- 
hardt, 10 one-minute announcements 
per week; Sheaffer Pen Co., through 
Russel M. Seeds, four announcements 
per week. 





| KABC: Golden Gloves Boxing 
| Tournament co-sponsored by San 
| Antonio Buick Co. Martin Wright 
Electric Co. and San _ Antonio 
| Seven-Up Co.; Millers Money Pro- 
gram, through Allan & Reynolds, 


two additional quarter-hours, 
gram now airing Monday through 
Friday; Texas Exposition Shows, 
five spot announcements daily; ‘Your 
| Mutual Friend’ for Mutual Fire In- 
| surance Co., half-hour Mon., Wed., 
and Fri., through Texas State Net- 
work, 


pro- 


Feb. 8 Compared to Feb.1 ‘| 


| Network Total 


Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,251 8,437 1,391 16,079 
6,016 7,987 1,341 15,344 
+3.9% +5.6% +3.7% +4.8% 
(Included; KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOAIT) 


_WEMP USING 24-SHEETS 


Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 
WEMP, which since its affiliation 
| with the NBC Blue network has 
| been unable to buy display space in 
The Journal, owner of WTMJ, the 
NBC Red outlet, has now gone in 
for a billboard advertising campaign 
to lure listeners of other 


stations to 


its Own programs. For a starter the 


| indie station without a direct news- 


paper connection has contracted for 
some 20 24-sheet stands spotted in 
locations about the town. 


Execs assert that the NBC hookup 


/and the use of ASCAP music on the 
have emer-| 


station’s own time has given it some- 
thing its competitors lack, greatly 


| increasing its listening audience. 











CREATOR, AUTHOR 


tive creating and producing 





EVERETT GEORGE OPIE 


ARMOUR’S “YOUR TREAT” 


Coast-to-Coast Transcription Series 


18 years’ experience as radio station and advertising agency execu- 
successful 
“Her Honor, the Mayor’ ’—timely, new serial NOW AVAILABLE. 


64 E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 


AND PRODUCER OF 


commercial programs. 


Webster 7225 
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FFERS HOT-DAZE CURE 





+ 


Time Signals for Water Heater 
In 4th Yr. on KNX; L. A. Lags 





Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 

Differential in last week’s sum- 
mary over the previous week ap- 
proximates the width of a gnat’s 
whisker. On the total there was a 
diff of 21 minutes of sold time—but 
on the slough side. Local biz slipped 
badly, affecting the whole picture. 

KNX noted a bright speck in the 
leaden sky in renewals of two pet 
accounts, which use the CBS outlet 
exclusively. Day and Night Water 
Heater Co. extended its weekly 
schedule of time signals for the 
fourth year. With 60% of its budget 
earmarked for radio, Hixson-O’Don- 
nell agency reports 550% increase in 
southern California sale in the four 
years it has given the time of day to 
KNX listeners. 

Another quarterly pickup is that 
of State Architects Assn, which is in 
its fourth semester of ‘What, No 
Architect?’ Program rides the Sun- 
day forenoon time and for its weekly 
expenditure of $125 per week is 
claimed to have accounted for $1,- 
500.000 worth of biz for the home 
designers over a stretch of 39 weeks. 

KNX: Ford Dealers, 12 time sig- 
nals, through McCann-Erickson; Old 
English Wax, 78 participations in 
Fletcher Wiley combination. - 

KHJ: Neighbors of Woodcraft, 26 
half-hour periods, through Mac Wil- 
kins & Cole; Armand Co., 78 an- 


nouncements, through Russel M. 
Seeds; U. S. Playing Card Co., 156 | 
announcements, through J. Walter | 
Thompson; Mission Water Heater | 
Co., 65 participations in Norma 
Young and Eddie Albright periods, 
through Robert Dennis; Wheat 
Alone, 18 participations in Norma 
Young’s ‘Happy Homes,’ through 
C. H. Mayne. 


Sontag drug chain, 26 half- 


KFI: 
ok’s ‘One Man 


hour periods of Ted Cook’s 
Mass Meeting,’ through 
Smith; Antrol, 26 participations 
Art Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ through 
Walter Thompson; Ford Dealers, 
announcements, through McCann- 
Erickson. 

KECA: Todd Clothes, 12 quarter- 
hour broadcasts of ‘Dear Uncle Sam,’ 
through N. J. Newman; Southern 
Furniture, 13 quarter-hour broad- 
casts of ‘A Layman’s Views of the 


in | 


News,’ through Alvin Wilder; Sontag | 
newscasts, | 


drug, 65 quarter-hour 
through Robert Smith: Ford Dealers 
Advertising Fund, 14 one-minute 











transcriptions, through McCann- | 
Erickson. 
| Feb. 8 Compared to Feb. 1 | | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
13,181 8,775 1,416 23,372 
13,127 8.872 1,394 23,393 
+0.4% —11% 416% 7 
*No change. 
KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 


(Included: 
:X) 





G.E. Selling via WGY 
Electric Blanket 


Schenectady, Feb. 11. 

General Electric has quarter-hour 
late Monday night on its WGY to 
plug its electrically-heated blanket. 
Move is considered significant by ob- 
servers in presaging a possible policy 
of using other open time to advertise 
GE products via company-owned sta- 
tion. Heretofore, local advertising 
by GE on WGY has been institu- 
tional only. Electrically-heated blan- 
ket has not previously been heavily 
merchandised, although potentialities 
are considered great. 

Vic Campbell is emceeing pro- 
grams. It cuts to a quarter hour the 
station’s only regular sustaining au- 
dience participation show, ‘Gordie 
Randall Entertainers.’ Randall heads 
the house *band. The ‘House of 
Magic’ exhibition is still used as a 
drawing card. 





Campus News Round-Up of Texas 
colleges and universities, is being 


aired on alternate Thursdays on the 


Texas State Network. Originates 
from KPLT, Paris, Texas, under di- 
rection of Hiram Goad, a student at 
the East Texas State Teachers Col- 
lege. 


Robert | 





Up Early With Drugs 


Boston, Feb. 11. 

Consolidated Drug Trade Products, 
Inc., Chicago, established a precedent 
in New England by sponsoring the 
first full hour broadcast starting at 
5 a.m. over WEEI, aimed to catch 
early-risers and especially the one 
and one-half million farmers in this 
radius. 

Transcribed hill-billy music is 
used throughout. The program is 
divided into 15-minute sections ad- 
vertising Zymole Trokeya, Kolor- 
Bak, Yeastfoam and Peruna. 


SPOT IS SOLE 
GAINER IN CHI 


« 











Chicago, Feb. 11. 

Business on local radio is riding 
along at a steady pace, with the best 
indications for added activity re- 
vealed in the national spot billings. 
And in these billings again news 
stands out as the number one choice 
for program material by national 
spot buyers. With the world crisis as 
| it is, the advertisers are convinced 
that news will bring the maximum 
amount of listening attention per 
dollar spent for programming. 

Figures for January by the NBC 
stations here show another increase 
for both WMAQ and WENR, the 





responding month of 1940 and the 
latter upping 32%. 

WMAQ: Manhattan Soap Co., for 
| Sweetheart Soap, expansion of pres- 
ent five-minute news shots across 
| the board to full 15-minute periods, 





| Chicle Co., 15-minute sports 
| period six days weekly, through 
Badger, Browning & Hersey; Beau- 


mont Laboratories, 
period twice weekly, through H. W. 
Kastor; W. F. McLaughlin Co. re- 
newed 10-minute period six days 
weekly, through Sherman K. Ellis. 

WGN: Bristol-Myers, for 
Rub, renewed 15-minute news period 
three times weekly, 
& Rubicam; American Chicle Co., 
| minute recorded music period three 
times weekly, through Badger, 
Browning & Hersey. 

WIND: Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co., 
30-minute period five days weekly, 
in ‘Sports Edition,’ through Weiss & 
Geller; Congress Cigar Co., 30-min- 


former jumping 21% above the cor- | 


15-minute news | 


through Young | 
15- | 





| 


lute baseball game _ re-creations | 
through entire baseball season, | 
through Marschalk & Pratt; Walton 


Motors, 
Eddie Chase’s ‘Off the 
through Morris & Davidson. 


Record, 





WBBM: Colgate - Palmolive - Peet, 
time signal announcements’ each 
Sunday, through N. W. Ayer; Reid 
Murdoch Co., 38 announcements 

| weekly, through Rogers & Smith. 
Feb. 8 Compared to Feb. 1 | 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

9.845 6,255 11,309 27,409 

9,915 6,287 11,260 27.462 
—().7% 0.5% + 0.4% —0.2% 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND 

WJJD. WLS, WMAQ) 





HEALEY ON 3 STATIONS 


Has Sponsors on WGY, WTRY 
WTIC, Hartford 





Schenectady, Feb. 11. 

Jim Healey has started a series of 
quarter-hour Sunday afternoon com- 
| mentaries on WTIC, Hartford, for 
Save-the-Baby (croup-cough 
dy). These are in addition 
Albanian’s_ thrice-weekly 
for same sponsor on WTRY, Troy. 
Leighton & Nelson is the agency. 








to the 





a 30-minute ‘Review of the Week’ for | 


Knox Gelatin over WGY, Schenec- 
tady, on Saturday night. 

Leighton & Nelson the agency for 
j this one, too, 


LORD & THOMAS 
aUbbtaTa PLAN 


Time Buyer Jack Laemerr 
Thinks Something Should 
(And Can) Be Done 
About Semi-Annual Con- 
fusion Due to Lack of Uni- 
formity on Daylight Saving 








ASKS COMMENT 





Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


I would like to outline through 
VaRIETY very briefly a plan for the 
solution, or at least an improvement, 
of the present practice in the radio 
industry of the time change situa- 


tion. Reactions from your readers 
will be welcomed. 

As you know, twice a year the 
majority of the stations in the coun- 
try have to adjust and realign their 
program schedules. I have been 
told by numerous station men that 
it is necessary for them to devote 
almost the entire months of Sep- 
tember and April, simply to take 
care of this problem. 

Because of this, we are trying to 
get under way a plan by which ra- 
dio would observe standard time. 
This perhaps will not be a cure-all, 
but we believe it will do much to 
facilitate the practice as we now 
know it. 

If radio were to observe standard 
time, cities observing daylight time 
would have network programs 
broadcast one hour later than during 
the standard time period. This 
would really create only two prob- 
lems, First, 10 p.m. New York orig- 
inations would be on at 11 o'clock. 
Secondly, 5 o’clock New York orig- 
inations would be on at 6 o'clock. 


4 through Franklin Bruck; American | | Of course the only cities in which 
news | these factors would create a prob- 





a 














| 


lem are in those cities in the Eastern | 


Time zone observing daylight sav- 
ing time. 

With regard to the programs orig- 
inating at 11 o’clock during day- 
| Hatet saving time, this would not be 
quite as bad as it sounds, for ac- 


Minit | tually I believe listening habits are 


later in the summer. But primarily 
the disadvantage of this later hour 
is offset by the saving which would 
accrue to the advertisers because 
their programs would be originating 
at 11 o’clock. 

With regard to the 5 o’clock orig- 
inations in these cities, the only prob- 


lem would be in rate adjustment as | 


the night rate would apply to this 
time when it is moved up to 6 
o'clock. This would call for the co- 


| operation of the networks and sta- 


30-minute period daily on | 


’ 


as most likely a transitional | 
As far as} 
there 


tions, 
rate would be required. 
the stations are concerned, 
would not be loss of income 


| 


| 





| 
| 


Takers Plentiful, KSFO Expands 
Femme Show to 90 Mins: Frisco Off 





Garbled Report 


New Britain, Conn., Feb. 11. 
WNBC spot buyer, Meister 
Realty Co., complained to station 
sales department it was getting 
too much for money. 

Sponsor said contract was for 
125 words and that should be 
maximum. Threatened ‘cut down 
my plug or cancel my contract.’ 

Ralph Klein, head of WNBC 
continuity, posted rule limiting 
all 30-word blurbs to $5 words. 


PACKARD IN 














BLURB SPLASH 





Packard is making one of its peri- 
odical spot announcement splashes. 
It’s for a week, starting Saturday 
(15). The campaign calls for 14 
night-time transcribed blurbs on 
Class A stations and seven night- 
time and 14 daytime airings on Class 
B outlets. 

The business may go to as many 
as 100 stations. Young & Rubicam 
is the agency. 


KNX Showcaser Taken By 





Hudout for Trial Spin 


| quarter-hours, 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 
‘Hollywood Showcase,’ KNX sus- 


vv 





San Francisco, Feb. 11. 

KFRC snagged another 52-week 
quarter-hour series this week. Show 
is ‘Hero of the Week’ to be aired 
Sundays for Wellman, Peck & Co, 
(foods), starting Feb. 23. Theodore 
Segall agencied. Also signed up 
Pacific States Oil Co. for 156 three- 
a-weeék quarters via Continental Ad- 
vertising, L. A., for the stripper, 
‘Black Flame of the Amazon.’ 


Monday (10), KFRC also pushed 
back its opening to 6 a.m., giving an 
extra half-hour leeway to the par- 
ticipation ‘Rise and Shine’ show han- 
dled by Vic Paulson. 


KSFO has expanded Galen Drake’s 
‘Housewives League’ by 30 minutes 
to a total of 90 minutes, already 100 
percent sold. Show is now scattered 
over four periods, two of 15 and two 
of 30 minutes, due to fact station 
hasn’t got enough available time in 
one piece. 

KROW has sold ‘Learning to See,’ 
weekly quarter commented by Philip 
Van Slyck, to Drs. Reinke and Nich- 
ols, optometrists. 


KFRC: Pacific States Oil Co., 
through Continental Advertising, 
L. A., 156 quarter-hours, three week- 


ly, ‘Black Flame of the Amazon’; 
Federal Outfitting (department 
store), through Allied Advertising, 





365 100-word spots; Armand Co. 
(shave cream), through Russel M. 
Seeds, Chicago, 78 spots; Wellman, 
Peck & Co. (foods), through Theo- 


| dore Segall, 52 weekly quarter-hours, 





tainer, has been taken by Benton & | 


Bowles for Richard Hudnut’s Marvel- 
ous Cosmetics. Half hour show airs 
over Columbia’s Pacific network be- 
ginning in March on a 13-week trial 
spin. 

Program exhibits the talents of 
semi-pros and advanced amateurs. 





‘Fire Insurance Company 


Sponsors ‘State’ News| 


CHICLE’S SPLIT SHIFT 


Austin, Tex., Feb. 11. 
The Mutual Fire Insurance is pre- 
senting three half hour broadcasts 
per week, through the Texas State 
Network with station KNOW orig- 
inating the series. 


Gives news from the state depart- | 


ments, which are located here. 


PROPOSE BOOZE BAN 


Radio Ads Called ‘Distressing and 
Pernicious’ 











Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
The Pennsylvania Anti - Saloon 
League announced it would seek 
| passage of a law at the present ses- 


|sion of the Legislature to ban the 


with 


| regard to this problem, because an | 


additional hour would’ become} 
available for commercial sponsor- 
| ship. 

The present practice has been in 
effect for years and nothing has 
been done to remedy it. Now we 


reme- | 


programs | 


Healey also has been broadcasting | 


are trying to get under way the plan 


advertising of beer and wines over 
the radio. F. Scott McBride, State 
superintendent of the League, said 
that advertising of alcoholic bev- 
erages over the air ‘was most dis- 
tressing and pernicious.’ 

Another aim of the league was to 
ban road houses within five miles 
of army cantonments 


Armour in 4 Towns 


Feb. 11 
in four 


Chicago, 


Armour will use plugs 


|added towns, Atlanta, Utica, Wooster, 


briefly outlined above. It is going 
to call for action and cooperation } 
by all concerned. Therefore, we 
would greatly appreciate it if you 
could use all the means at your dis- | 
posal to promote this plan in the | 
radio industry and with the ad- 
vertiser. Thanks so much for your 
cooperation. 


Lorp & THOMAS, 
By Jack W. Laemmer, 
Radio Time Buyer. 








Crown Cola Buys Spots 


Though B.B.D. & O. is the agency 
on the account, Crown Cola (Nehi) 
has been buying spot time through 
its Baltimore district manager. Lat- 
| ter’s particular quarry has been five- 

minute news periods. 
| — bookings : so fa ir > have been in 


i trict of Colum! bia, 


| 





| ville, Okla., 


Ohio and Wilkes Barre. 

Purchases through the Lord & 
Thomas agency here, with the sched- 
ules to run six weeks. 


Phillips’ 3rd Renewal 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

Phillips Petroleum Co. of Bartles- 
has signed 
other 52 weeks of KSTP’s nightly 
‘Tomorrow’s Headlines Tonight’ show 
It will be the company’s third suc- 
cessive year of newscasting sponsor- 
ship on the station. 

Program has Brooks 
and Halsey Hall airing news 
sports, respectively, and runs 
inights, 10 to 10:15 o'clock. 





Henderson 
and 
six 








|gram as a sustainer on 


‘Hero of the Week’; Calgo Dog & Cat 
Food, through Segall, 


‘Pet Exchange’ (re- 














newal); U. §S. Playing Card Co., 

through J. Walter Thompson, 156 

one-minute spots. 

| Feb. 8 Compared to Feb. 1 = | 

Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 

10,806 3,588 1,945 16,339 
10,608 3,541 2,037 16,384 
* +13% —4.5% —0.3% 
* No change. 

(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 

KSFO) 





WITH NBC ON COAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

American Chicle Co. has con- 
cluded an unique arrangement with 
NBC for three-time weekly broad- 
cast of ‘Drama Behind the News’ 
series over the coast blue network. 
Shoving off Feb. 17, quarter hour 
narration by Franklin Bingham rides 
as a sustainer for one week and 
thereafter goes commercial three 
nights a week. NBC continues pro- 
Thursday 





| nights. 


Show is similar to that being aired 
regionally in other parts of the coun- 


| try, with all programs using the same 


up for an- | 


script. 


Schwimmer & Scott 
Disposes of Commitment 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 





Schwimmer & Scott agency, which 
went out on the limb and purchased 
a full block of 60 minutes each night 
on the Ralph Atlass station, WINI 


last week disposed of the second half 
for sponsorship. Two advertisers 
splitting up the hour of recordings 
and chatter will be the Hudson Deal- 
|ers of Cook County and the Hirsch 
| Clothing Co. 

Harold Isbell has been signatured 
| by the Schwimmer & Scott outfit to 
|m.c. the show, which will be tagged 
|‘Music Box.’ Program rides each day 
j at 6 p.m 


| ‘~ Cake i in Spot 


Drake Cake has » canal up in the, 


52 weekly’ 


Y 


| spot market with a call for chain-™ 


break announcements. It’s offering 
to buy the between network show 
blurbs in wholesale lots, anywhere 
from 200 to 300 of them at the rate 
of two to five a day. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency 
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‘Irving Berlin Pessimistic on Consent 


— 





‘Don't Think Government Understands Our Prob-| 


lems,’ He Says in Buffalo 





4 


Buffalo, Feb. 11. 
Gloomy picture of ASCAP’s pres- 
ent and future was painted here Sat- 
urday (8) by high- 
ranking member, during a visit to 


Irving Berlin, 


local Boy Scouts to whom he gave 
$5,000 of ‘God Bless America’ royal- 
ties. Describing the bottom. dropping 
out of sheet music sales, Tin Pan 
Alley firms laying off staffs and the 
‘drastic’ terms of the proposed De- 
partment of Justice consent decree, 
Berlin stated ‘All in all, the picture 
is not a pretty one. I’m frank to 





> 


Band Reviews 





ROY FOX and ORCH (11) 
Featuring Kay Kimber 
La Martinique, N. Y. 

Roy Fox, like Jack Harris, is 
among the American maestros re- 
patriated from London smart club 
successes that lasted a decade or 
more. Back in the States he’s had 
to reorganize his own combo. Spot- 
ted in the swank LaMartinique, he 
gives out a nice brand of dansapa- 
tion with a unit that’s strong on 
reeds and strings, including but one 





confess the boys in New York are 
pretty blue about it.’ 

Although not a member of 
ASCAP’s board, Berlin was vigorous 
in stating ‘we’re not going to accept 
an agreement that will put us out of 
business. I don’t thing the govern- 
ment understands our problems.’ 

‘BMI can accept a consent decree 
as drastic as the government wants 
to make it in the hope of setting a 
precedent for us,’ asserted the tune- 
writer. ‘Their only interest is get- | 
ting music as cheaply as possible. | 
If ii wasn’t for the government we'd 
have a good chance of winning our | 
fight.’ | 

Commenting on BMI’s_ output, | 
Berlin stated ‘they have some pretty | 
swell songs,’ naming ‘There I Go’ 
for ‘as professional a song as has 
been written in a long time.’ 

‘But their average is not good. 


Even pros can’t turn out songs that | 


fast, like frankfurters.’ 
Berlin said he was certain the long- 
er the music war ran, the more good 


{t would do ASCAP. ‘Not much mail | 


{s being written, but people are miss- 
ing our music. t’s a subtle thing— 
people just are turning their radios 
off." 





‘Sunrise’ an Invoived 


Case of Copyrightitis; — 


| saxes, 


trumpet among 
harp, piano, 
drums and violin (two of the reeds, 
however, double into fiddle). Kay 
Kimber who’s been in pictures and 
Broadway musicals, last in “Two for 


‘the Show.’ is vocally featured but 


was absent on the night caught. 
Fox himself is a good figure at 
the helm, now confining himself to 
batoning where formerly he was ‘the 
whispering cornetist’ at the old Ava- 
lon Club, during the speakeasy era 
in New York. He had just come 
east with Ear] Burtnett’s band, both 


having formerly worked as kids for | 


the late Art Hickman in Frisco. As 
‘whispering cornetist’ with Marion 


Harris, Fox drifted to London when | 


that comedienne was booked abroad, 
where he ultimately organized his 
own band. Incidentally Miss Harris 
is still somewheres in or around 
| London, having married Len Urry, 
Roy Fox's ex-manager. Abel. 


| VAUGHN MONROE ORCHESTRA 
‘With Marilyn Duke, Joe Connie, 

Ziggy Talent 
Hotel Statler, Boston 

In ten months, Vaughn Monroe 
has really come ahead. He’s 9th 
rung in Martin Block’s band popu- 
| larity poll, and doing nicely on Blue- 
| bird’s records, fan mail and crowds 

wherever the band has played. 
Originally Vaughn was vocalist 

|with Larry Funk, but last three 
lyears has led small unit for Jack 
Marshard organization, until he as- 
| sembled present crew. His assets in- 


- * ‘clude gentlemanly appearance, youth, 
Mutual Is Antiseptic ‘musicianship, ability to handle band 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


and also cater to patron’s pleasure. 
Has vibrant baritone voice okay in 
both ballad or rhythm numbers. 


Mutual refused to take a chance! Often he steps back into brass sec- 


with the airing of ‘Sunrise Serenade’ 


tion to capably handle a trumpet. 


on the Greek Relief broadcast Sat- | He subdues his band during din- 


urday night (8) and cut off Connie 
Boswell as she started on the tune, 
substituting a recording from the 
studio. WOR, Newark, which moni- 
tored the show, explained to listen- 
ers that the number 
cleared. 
through its local organization and 
consequently broadcast the number. 

Miss Boswell had used her own 
lyrics for the number, as the writer 
of the words of ‘Sunrise’ 
ASCAP member. 





Anticipated Headache 

Somegsuch difficulty on this. nums. 
ber had been anticipated in music 
circles 
ASCAP-radio war. Jewel Music 
Co., publisher of ‘Sunrise,’ is a mem- 
ber of the Society of European 
Stage Authors and Composers and 
all the networks are licensed by this 
organization. 
to give any official pronouncement 
on what action it would take in the 
case of divided performing rights 
such as this one, but the impression 
that has prevailed among music in- 
dustry lawyers is that both SESAC 
and ASCAP had the right to license 
a song where the publisher-writer 
control was split between the two 
societies. 


Music Notes 
Dmitri Tiemkin completed his 


scoring job on ‘Meet John Doe’ at 
Warners. 





Jimmy Van Heusen goes back to 
Hollywood tomorrow (Thursday) to 


begin work on a new batch of tunes have a floor show with girls and acts, | — 


with Johnny Burke. 





Louis Alter’s ditty, ‘Dolores, 
cleffed for ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
Paramount, has been recorded by 


Bing Crosby for Decca and Tommy 
Dorsey for Victor. 





Franz Waxman started pre-record- 
fing on his musical scoring for ‘Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ at Metro. 





Herbert Stothart, currently wind- 


hadn't been | 
NBC had cleared the song 


is an 


since the outbreak of the | 


ASCAP has declined | 


«il 


| ner sessions, and adds more lift later 
|in evening, but is cautious to study 

the clientele. Intermingles rhumbas 
|and tangos with fox trots skillfully, 
‘for this room caters to a 50-50 
| crowd of old people and youngsters. 


Unusual for this hotel to see peo- 
ple crowd around bandstand to 
| watch the proceedings, for Vaughn 
|employs change of pace with Ziggy 
Talent for novelties and Joe Con- 
|nie in boogie-woogie. 

Vaughn recently added attractive 


Marilyn Duke to sing and she pleases | 


| with good phrasing, quality and de- 
llicate shadings. Between sets, she 
jalso sings to her. own piano accom- 
| paniment. 

The band consists of four rhythm, 
four saxes, three trumpets and two 
trombones; ensemble work outstand- 
ing plus solos by Andy Bagney on 
clarinet, 
on trumpet 
Sax. 

Above all, Vaughn insists that the 
melody always be distinguishable, 
and is working for melodic band, 
but can also tear roof off when oc- 


casion demands as well as play din- 


|} ner sessions. 


It is noteworthy that teamwork 
prevails at all times and men don’t 
fight to outshine one another. Ar- 
rangements mostly by Johnny Wat- 
son, ex-Jan Savitt, and others by 
Al Datz and Art Dedrick—all done 
| with good taste and to show the 
band up well as a unit. Paul. 


| GRIFF WILLIAMS ORCH.,. (13) 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago 


| 

This started out to be a nitery re- | 
view, but that isn’t necessary since | 
| the entire show and reason for the | 
| Continental Room is the Griff Will- | 


iams orch. This Continental Room 
of the world’s largest hotel used to 


| but recently has decided to leave 
| everything to the Williams orchestra. 


This was based upon the fact that 


at the Williams orchestra, alone of a/| 


long list of orchestras, has been able 
to make a real winner out of this 
| quiet and dignified room. For the 
| people who like quiet and charming 
| music, music with a leaning towards 
| lilt and melody, the Continental 
Room is a haven. 

This band has three brass, three 
reed, three violins and two pianos 
besides the bass and drums. It’s 
| pretty unusual to find even one fiddle 


the setup of four | 
string bass, | 


16-year-old Bobby Nichols | 
and Frank Levine on} 


Out-Colossaled 





David Broekman is one Coast 
maestro who has found New 
York to his liking. He says: 

‘Here I lay off with 60 men 
while in Hollywood I lay off 
with only 16 men.’ 








a enmememticten nme et 


Billy Rose Sez ‘ASCAP 
Should Pull in Belt’; 
Confident of Victory 








‘I'm only one of the rank-and-file 
songwriters in ASCAP,’ says Billy 
Rose, ‘but as I've said before I con- 
sider it my biggest stake in life, be- 


cause the Society is too close to the 
welfare of every songwriter, wheth- 
er he’s since become a producer or a 


coon in other fields, as have some 
lof us. 

‘Hence,’ say I, ‘I’d just as lief see 
| ASCAP trim its sails and decide to 
' live on a $2,500,000 a year income, 
| for the next year or two, instead of 
$6,000,000, to which we have geared 
ourselves with progressively success- 


ful years, and let’s give the networks | 


a real fight. Let’s see if they can 
| get along without oyr music; wheth- 
er their advisers will be happy to 
continue doing so. 


‘It’s nothing for songwriters to 
pinch their belts and be a bit hungry. 


the sitter-arounders in  Lindy’s; 
certainly we should all be used to 
that in view of our past experiences. 

‘But it’s one thing for actors to 
fight Albee or the Shuberts, and an- 





lishers to fight the big electrics. 
| They're too powerful. They've had 
a strong lobby in Washington for 
years; we've been caught sleeping. 
But in a year or so we can and 
should certainly catch up with them 


‘However, that’s just what I think. | 


What the board and its paid officers 
do is something else again. Maybe 
‘the consent decree is the wisest ex- 
pediency now for a quick settlement 
| of the issues. They’l!l decide that— 
they, their lawyers and Thurman 
Arnold, I guess.’ 





JOURNAL’S LATEST RAP 


ASCAP Efforts 
Sponsors Is ‘Unethical’ 


Thinks 





Milwaukee, Feb. 11. 

That the pro-BMI Journal, owner 
of WTMJ and the FM. station 
W9XAO, is overlooking no oppor- 
tunity to assail the opposition, is 
illustrated in its following editorial: 

ASCAP Tries Dollar Pressure 

About as glaring an attempt to 
use unethical ‘pressure’ as we have 
seen in a long ‘ime is announced 
| by the American Society of Com- 
| posers, Authors and Publishers, the 
organization for the control of 
copyright music which is now in 
a battle with the radio stations 
over fees and also with the depart- 
ment of justice over methods. 

ASCAP announces that it has 
sent an open letter, signed by 250 
musical and educational leaders, 
to 3,000 radio sponsors asking them 
to use ‘their influence’ in settling 
| the radio-ASCAP dispute. 

What ASCAP means of course 
is that it wants the sponsors to 
turn the heat on the broadcasters 
so that they will submit to 
ASCAP’s demands. The sponsors 
| are the advertisers who support 

So this is an effort to whip 
| radio into line by controlling its 
advertising. 

If the ordinary business of the 
| nation tried to control radio or 
the press in the same way, what 
a howl there would be. And it 
would surely come from a good 
many of these same ‘musical and 
educational leaders’ who find no 
qualms in helping ASCAP in its 
attempt to torpedo the freedom of 
| radio through agitation for ad- 
| vertising pressure, 








radio, 





| 
Williams orchestra distinctive and 
pleasant on the ears, 

Group plays a great dinner hour, 
yet later for supper proves it can 
swing cut with rhythm for more 
concentrated hoofing. 

Williams plays a lush piano be- 
sides directing and does a good job 
| of handling the general proceedings. 


Bob King and Charles Gaylord and 
they handle themselves capably. 
Williams has just organized a vocal 
quartet in the orchestra and it ap- 


Hollywood scenario writer or a ty-| 


Maybe dieting won't hurt some of | 


other for us songwriters and pub- | 


to Win! 


Two vocalists in the orchestra are} 


ing up the score of Metro’s ‘Boys of ina pop band these days, but here 
Men’s Town,’ goes to work on a sim-| are three of them and they give a| 
ilar job for ‘Blossoms in the Dust.’’ certain charm of tone that makes the! 


pears that it will develop into a high 
spot in the band’s bag of tricks. 
Gold. 


Inside Stuff—Music 7 


BMI alliance with Benny Goodman, Tommy Dorsey and Larry Clinton 
on subsid music publishing affiliates is a broad scale extension of a wk. 
Tin Pan Alley ‘angle.’ All have done the same for ASCAP publisher. 
members in the past, i.e. slipped one or another certain pet tunes. Good. 
man gave the new Bregman-Vocco-Conn setup a fast start with ‘And the 
Angels Sing’ by Ziggy Elman, a member of Goodman’s band. Horace Heidt 
had much to do with many a BVC tune. Larry Clinton was contracted 
to Robbins Music Corp. as a composer, etc. 


Some of the biggest jukebox hits, such as ‘Beer Barre! Polka,’ ‘Ferry. 
boat Serenade,’ ‘Woodpecker Song’ and others came directly off the wax, 
‘discovered’ by bandmen and ‘made’ mechanically, 











Cummins two weeks ago outside Dallas, Texas. On his way from San 
Francisco to a date at the Baker hotel, Cummins got to the outskirts of 
Dallas, skidded and turned turtle three times in his own car. 
| at the hotel with a brace supporting a dislocated vertabrae. 
In the car with him were Walter Cummins, his brother and vocalist with 
| the band and Jeri Sullivan, femme vocalist. Neither was hurt badly 


enough to require much medical attention. Ray Kinney replaces Cummins 
at the Baker Friday (14). 


| 
Another auto crash involving a bandleader temporarily stopped Bernie 
| 


He opened 





Harry Engel has effected a tieup with Ernst Lubitsch for mutual ex- 
| ploitations of the Broadcast Music number, ‘That Uncertain Feeling’ 
which is also the title of the Lubitsch film for United Artists’ release. 
Tune by Jack Owens will be recorded for distribution to radio stations 
and in reciprocation the picture’s press sheet and other advertising will 
| make mention of the song. Sheet music cover carries art of film's stars, 
Arrangement assures ‘Feeling’ heavy plugs on network stations. 





Another unexpected jukebox hit may be ‘My Next Romance,’ tune by 
Ruth Lowe, her second, on top of ‘I'll Never Smile Again’ (Ralph Freed’s 
lyric) which, while released last fall, has been slowly gaining momentum. 
Coin machines report it as an unusually strong nickel-snatcher on the 
strength of Tony Martin’s Decca waxing. Mercer-Morris published it. 





‘There Will Always Be an England’ has already sold over 35,000 sheet 
music copies in this country. The call for this tune, published by Dash- 
Connelly, has been steady almost totally without the stimulation of radio 

plugs. . 


In Canada the sale of this song has reached the 150,000-copy mark. 
, Gordon Thompson has the sales agency for the Dominion. 








Two ASCAP interpolations, ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ (Jack Law- 
| rence), featured by Gracie Barrie, and Cole Porter's ‘Begin the Beguine,’ 
| danced to by Maiy Raye and Naldi, have crept into the revised ‘Crazy 
| With the Heat,’ Broadway musical at the 44th St. theatre. Otherwise the 
basic score is 100° BMI. 


- 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the 
listings and respective publishers.) 


jukeboxes 





[ Artie Shaw........... Victor 

1. Frenesi (6) (Southern)............e0. { Woody Herman....... Decca 
| Benny Goodman,,..Columbia 

| Sper BIOPSY 5 i600 Decca 

Charlie Barnet. . Bluebird 

~~ ane > 5 ' eee 

2. I Hear Rhapsody (5) (BMI)........... Al Donahue...........Okeh 
Dinah Shore....... Bluebird 

Kate Smith........Columbia 

3. Last Time I Saw Paris (4) (Chappell)... Leo Reisman......... Victor 


| Russ Morgan.........Decca 








| Glenn HOTO sss 6 00: Bluebird 

, are oa P Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 

4. Yes, Darling Daughter. (5) (Feist)..... } Johnny Long......... Decca 

Andrews Sisters...... Decca 

(Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 

Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

5. Nightingale Sang (8) (S-B)......... --- 4 Kate Smith.......Columbia 

i Ge te Decca 

Jack Leonard..........Okeh 

‘Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

Guy Lombardo....... Decca 

6. Santa Fe Trail (4) (Harms).......... ‘ DICK JUPBENSE. «ovo. cse Okeh 

Kate Smith....... Columbia 

Bing Crosby..........Decca 

( Al ee) Okeh 

| 7. I Give My Word (9) (BMI)........... ¢ Eddy Duchin......Columbia 

PeOCK BCORSTH, .00:65:0 Okeh 
| 

8. Stardust (4) (Mills)..... base antl § Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

ene: | | Se fo 

Hal Kemp ss deeeae VROOON 

9. So You're the O 4) (BMI) Eddy Duchin......Columbia 

One (6) CME). .0 +0000) Tae Bown... ....:Cieen 

| Dick Robertson....... Decca 

, [ Tommy Tucker........Okeh 

10. You Walk By (2) (BMI)............ -. 4 Eddy Duchin......Columbia 

| Wayne MATIN 4.46440088 Victor 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but 
growing in demand on the coin machines.) 


§ Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
‘* (Ella Fitzgerald..... ..Decca 


Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
Memory Of a Rose (S-B)....eccceeseseess. 4 Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 


One I Love (Forster)... 





Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 

: [ Bea Wain...... coves VOUOF 
Helio Ma, I Done It Again (Robbins)...... Ella Fitzgerald........Decca 
| Mitchell Ayres.....Bluebird 

| Five O'Clock Whistle (Advance).... {Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
| weeeees Pee 6Piteeeraid. ....%. Decca 
| Salud Dinero Y Amor (Marks)..... laine Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
| Anvil Chorus (BMI) ....ccssseseseseeeeses Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 














~ the club, in 
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Lambs Salute Gene Buck But The 


Kidding Is More 


By ABEL GREEN 
The Lambs’ Lincoln’s Birthday 
Gambol to Gene Buck on Sunday 
(9), with some 700 turning out, at 


$7.50 and $10 a head, an over- 
capacity attendance, set a number 
of precedents for that organization. 
For one thing it’s the first time any 
‘collie—as the honoree is called— 
played a return engagement, this 
being Buck’s second gambol. 


In line with th ASCAP president’s 
present scrap with the broadcasters, 
it also saw colored songsmiths and 
professionals within the confines of | 
itself another prece- | 
dent, as was the extensive press cov- 
erage, including photographers. 

The battle between Gene and 
*‘Jeanie™ was the kidding theme of 
the Gambol, but Buck topped the 
evening with a nostaglic resume of 
how the spirit of the club is an in- 
tegral part of the spirit of Broad- 
way. A great tribute was paid the | 
late Bob Hague, industrialist, whose 
generosity kept the club alive for a 
very troublous decade following the 
1929 Wall Street debacle. 

The laughs weren't many, 

(Continued on page 34) 


SNUB TO OLMAN 


and 





IRKS BERNSTEIN 





David Bernstein, Loew-Metro of- 


ficer, and prez of the Robbins-Feist- | 
Miller Music subsidiaries, is doing a 


burnup at ASCAP’s refusal to per- 


mit Abe Olman’s 
board sessions in the absence of 
Jack Robbins, currently in Cuba. 
Board takes the attitude Olman is 
not a board member. 

Metro-Robbins’ 
present consent parleys vitally con- 
cern them and their three major 
links, but that they aren't privileged 
to know what’s going on within the 
board room. 


TOMMY WHITTAKER 
NOW WITH STARR 


‘Tommy’ Whittaker, who super- 
vised the assignment of remote band 
wires at NBC for years, is now sec- 
retary to Herman Starr, head of the 
Warner 








Bros. music combine of 
Harms, Witmark, Remick. 
She began Monday (10). 





SUES GORDON, REVEL 


Robert Wyatt Sees His ‘Bassinet’ in | 


Their ‘This May Be the Night’ 


Mack Gordon, Harry Revel, 20th 
Century-Fox Film Co. and Leo Feist 
Publishing Co. have been served in 
a plagiarism suit brought by Robert 
Brooker Wyatt. 

Wyatt claims that 
May Be the Night,’ 
don and Revel for 
Lucky Star,’ and published by Feist, 
infringes on his ‘In 
Former was published in 1937, latter 
in 1935. 


Buff Turnout So-So 


Despite lure of 30 local outfits an- 
nual ‘Parade of Bands’ benefit of 
Buffalo musicians’ union snared only 
3,665 turnstile-passers Tuesday (4). 

Shindig opened Memorial Aud 
doors at 7 p.m. and carried on until 
following 6 a.m., with bands alter- 
nating in 20-minute stretches. All 
niteries sent their crews, with 
em-cees donated by radio stations. 


the tune, ‘This 
written by Gor- 
20th’s film, ‘My 








Union heads said the amount 
8ained for musicians’ sick fund 
would not be known for several 
weeks, 


+ 


attendance at | 


| 
attitude is that the 


a Bassinet.’ | 


Truth Than Humor 





Peer to Mexico 





Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Hollywood offices have been 
opened by Ralph Peer, head of 
Southern Music and Peer Interna- 
tional, with Nate Fryer installed as 
manager. 

Peer has left for Mexico to ac- 
quire new tunes for his Broadcast 
Music catalog. 





Par, N.Y., Prevents Date 
At Fiesta Danceteria 
For Benny Goodman 








Paramount theatre, New York, in- | 
| voked its 30-mile-six month protec- 
| tion clause last week and cancelled 
a date for the Benny Goodman band 
at the Fiesta Danceteria, N.Y. It was | 
| supposed to have been played past 
Sunday (9), but because Paramount 
has Goodman booked for a shot at 
| the Par sometime in April the date 
| 


} 


was pulled out. Fiesta had its ad- 


vertising ready for display when the | 


| nix was put on. 
Par’s protection clause extends to 


| both before and after a stand at the! 


| theatre, but it’s rarely invoked to 
prevent a band playing within 30- 
miles of New York 
a house. In this case it was figured 
| which is only half a block from the 
theatre, would hurt imasmuch as 
| Goodman’s new band hasn’t yet 
played on Broadway. 


SID LORRAINE LEAVES 
DREYFUS FOR BMI PUB 


Sid Lorraine's shift to Southern 
Music, as general manager of Ralph 
Peer’s firm (BMI), after having 
been at Crawford Music, is part of 
the general retrenchment that is 
seemingly panicking the ASCAP 
music business. With the Washing- 
ton huddles pointing to a possible 
consent decree, and thus put mat- 
ters on a more even keel, the panic 
is abating, a bit, but it’s no secret 
that the rank-and-file publishers 
and songwriters are plenty worried. 

So is ASCAP, as an organization. 
The new Ways and Means commit- 
tee, which has become very domi- 
nant in the Society’s financial struc- 
ture, has ordained a cutting of 
/overhead where possible. 

The music jobbers, who are the 
sparkplug of the business, have 
| added to the economic worry by re- 
iporting they'll have to create a 








| moratorium since they’re not selling | 


|any music-—-BMI or otherwise. 

With new song publishing at a 
standstill, for fear of wasting good 
material, a number of the major 
music firms ruled two-week vaca- 
tions (with pay) for their profes- 
sional staffs now, 
summer, when it is hoped 
body will be pitching in to make up 
for the stalemated period. It’s hoped 


that another month will see a better | 


picture of Tin Pan Alley matters, so 


many of the music men are going to | 
worrying into the Florida 


take their 
or ski-country belt 

| Meantime Max Dreyfus pulled in 
|his horns completely on his Craw- 
ford Music and T. B. Harms sub- 
sidiary setups, thus releasing Lor- 
raine for the Southern job. But 
'Louis Bernstein, head of Shapiro- 
|Bernstein, decided to return to 





‘Florida on a second winter vacation, | 
'and Jonie Taps, his general profes- | 
is also going on a/| 


sional manager, 
holiday along with his staff, as are 
some of the other major firms’ per- 
sonnel, 





Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 
iquired the copyright 
‘12th Street Rag,’ by Euday L. Bow- 
man. Renewal becomes effective 
next January. Jenkins 
is the tune’s current publisher, 


after a date at | 


the band’s appearance at the Fiesta, | 


has ac- | 
renewal on, 


Music Co. | 


BMI HITS TAPER 
OFF WITH ASGAP 


Whole Music Jobbing Pic- 








Drastic 
sary, Wholesalers Tell 
Publishers — First BMI 
Crop Harvested, Next One 
Uncertain 





TOBOGGANING 








Even the sales on BMI sheet music | 
took a big tumble last week. Over- | 
jturn on the current product 
|ASCAP publishers was negligible. 

| The music jobbers had been figuring 
| | that the bottom would fall out of the 
, current pop business around Feb. 15, 
|but, as it happened, they were a 


| week off in their prediction. The 
bottom fell out a week sooner. 


.As the jobbers see the immediate 
outlook of BMI sheet music business, 
the BMI current crop of hits has 
already run its course and there 
doesn’t seem to be anything among 
the newer tunes that indicates strony 
possibilities. One of the jobbers last 
week said that he would wait an- 
other week or two before moving to 


|}cut down his operating overhead 
drastically. 

ASCAP’s Own Plans 
| Another jobber urged that the 


| ASCAP publishers change their pres- 
;ent tack and go after the exploita- 
|tion of new tunes aggressively by 
|making transcriptions and paying 
for their airing on stations with 

ASCAP licenses. Such undertaking, 
he said, would have to be on a col- 
|lective basis. The’ transcriptions 
would contain straight advertising 
matter, such as urging listeners to 
buy copies of the tunes heard at 
their loca] dealers, and the discs, each 
running five minutes, could be so 
spotted on a station’s schedule as to 
| give the participating publishers an 
equal break on the plugs, in both 
performance and sales patter, 

The ASCAP faction of the music 
business, stated this jobber, is faced 
with a serious emergency, and this 
condition demands a radical change 
in exploitation methods. For years 
some of the more enterprising pub- 
lishers have talked about using radio 
as a means of actually merchandis- 
ing sheet music, but they have never 
been able to arouse the industry into 
collective action in that direction. 
The present situation, argues this 
jobber, provides an expedient as well 
as necessary entrance into such an 
experiment. 





ture Completely Altered— 
Measures Neces- | 


| 
| 
| 
of | 


/American Federation of 
| over the number of men to be used | 


Protects BMI Copyright Infringements 





Boston, Feb. 11. 
‘Catching the 802 Local’ is the title | 
of an instrumental number written 
by Johnny Messner, Paul (Professor 
Koleslaw) Kuhlthau, and Jack Dia- 
mant, dedicated to prexy Jack Rosen- 
berg of the New York musicians 
| union. 
BMI is publishing it. 


| A Song for Rosenberg 
| 





Union Resists Reduction 


Of Summer Symphony 
From 90 to 80 Players 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
Cancellation of the Robin Hood , 
Dell summer concerts is being | 


threatened by a dispute between the | 
Dell management and Local 
Matton | 








in the orchestra. C. David Hocker, 
manager of Robin Hood Dell Con- 
certs, Inc., said the management 
wants to reduce the size of the band 
from 90 to 80 in order to cut down 
on the deficit usuafiy incurred dur- 
ing the summer season in the al 
fresco concerts in Fairmont Park. 

Said Hocker: ‘The change in the 
size of the orchestra was one of the 
several economies conceived by the 
Dell management to bring this year’s 
deficit within the $22,000 maximum 
that can be raised to cover it. (The 
Vell conducts a campaign among 
music lovers to raise dough to cut 
down the yearly deficit). 

Last summer bad weather necessi- | 
tated the curtailment of the season | 
and the Dell incurred a loss of $10,- | 
000. The reduction in size of the or- | 
chestra would save about $5.000, | 
Hocker said. The Dell band usually | 
has about 70 men from the Philadel- | 
phia Orchestra with the rest made 
up of members of other symphonic 
groups. The musicians get a mini- 
mum of $60 a week. 

At a meeting Friday between Dell 
officials and officers of Local 77, the | 
Dell's proposal] to réduce the orches- 
tra was rejected. Another TROREEAS | 
is skedded next week. 


Name Bands Ones Meathiy | | 


At Fairmont’s Armory 
Fairmont, W. Va. Feb. 11. 

Sol Burka and Henry Merryman, 
Jr., of Clarksburg, have leased the 
Fairmont Armory and will make im- 
provements before with 
Benny Goodman’s orchestra Feb. 20 
They plan to offer name bands once 
a month. 

Burke formerly managed the Blue 
Ridge theatre here—vaudeville. 





opening 


Eat Their BMI and Have Their ASCAP 


rather than in the | 
every- | 


Bandleaders Working Out 


More name band leaders have 
organized their own copyright res- 
l!ervoirs so that their compositions 
| can be played on the air without the 
necessity of assigning the rights to 
Broadcast Music, Inc. By establish- 
ing their own catalogs the leaders 
are able to get all the profits from 
numbers they develop, and, as may 
happen in the case of several of 
them, they will be in a position to 
assign such copyrights to the cata- 
logs they have already affiliated with 
| ASCAP, after peace has been made 
between the latter organization and 
the networks. 

In retaining the copyright and all 
rights deriving from it the leaders 
| figure they will be able to collect 
all royalties collectible from phono- 
graph records, sheet music and stock 
arrangements and transcriptions. As 


Copyright System to Keep 


‘Going Until Peace’ 


for performing rights they can still 

get 2c per performance from BMI. | 
Under the BMI performing payoff Ic 
goes to the publisher and another ic 
to the writers. 

The band leaders and their cata- 
logs which are not affiliated with | 
ASCAP follow: 

Guy Lombardo, London Music Co. 

Tommy Dorsey, Embassy Music Co. 

Glenn Miller, Mutual Music So- 
ciety. 

Sammy Kaye, Republic Music Co. 

Benny Goodman, Regent Music Co. 

Larry Clinton and Jimmie Lunce- , 
ford have made deal with BMI which 
grants all exploitation privileges to 
BMI. Lombardo and Dorsey also 


| 





have publishing firms which are af- | 


filiated with ASCAP. Dorsey’s is 
the Sun Music Co., and Lombardo’s, 
Olman Music Corp. 


;pendent exhibitors’ or 


Ironical sidelight on the current 
ASCAP-radio war is the fact that 
the piracy of BMI songs is being 


| policed by a staff which is wholly 
| Subsidized by ASCAP publishers, 
| This refers to the investigating bu- 


reau in the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association which is devoted 
to stamping out the bootleg song- 
sheet evil. These songsheets cur- 
rently contain almost as many BMI 
tunes as ASCAP songs. 

Arthur Hoffman, head of the 
MPPA’s investigating service, last 
week was instrumental in causing the 
arrest of Phil Resnikoff, described as 
the leading distributor of contraband 
songsheets in the Times Square area, 
and in confiscating several thousand 
of these sheets. Resnikoff, who is a 
second offender, admitted, according 
to the Federal authorities, that his 
peddlers sold over 1,000 songsheets a 
week around Times Square. The last 
time he was arrested Resnikoff got 

a jail sentence of 30 days. He is now 
a on $500 bail. 


GOLF CLUBS 
RATED ‘A’ BY 
UNION 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Indicating the growing importance 
of the golf club as a nite spot is the 
new ruling by the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Musicians making single en- 
gagements at golf and country clubs 
Class A engagements. 

This ruling goes 





into effect on 


| April 15, and all such dates booked 


must be in accordance with the 
| price-list, hours and other conditions 
governing Class A dates. 


British Relief Concert 
In Frank Dailey Cafe 
With Tom Dorsey Orch 


The British War Relief Society, 
Frank Dailey and Tommy Dorsey’s 





orchestra are cooperating on a three 
hour band concert to be played Sun- 
day (16) at Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J. Proceeds 
go to purchase either an ambulance 
(field 
much cash is 
of a $1 has 


will 
or canteen kitchen), 
ing on how 


Admission been set, 


| With large dance floor covered with 
|seats it’s 


3,000- 


possible to 
3,500 into Meadowbrook. 


cram 


All leaders, singers and outstand- 
ing instrumentalists in the New York 
area are expec cted to show up. Cone 
cert is being ex ay ted in northern 
New Jersey by the BRS itself which 
has an al Pg shoe circulating 
through that territory advertising 
the date. WOR, New York, will 


broadcast locally. 


New Anti-ASCAP Bill 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

Aimed at ASCAP, a bill has been 
| introduced into the Minnesota state 
| legislature prohibiting copyright 
owners from combining in any man- 
ner to issue licenses for the public 
|performances for profit of their 
| compositions. 

The bill also would tax gross re- 
ceipts of all sales and require regis- 
tration of performance rights and 


schedule of license prices with the 4 
| secretary of state. 


Fred Strom, Northwest Allied ex- 
ecutive secretary, says the measure 
will have the support of his inde- 
ganization, 


depend- 4 
taken in. 


IN SHEET MUSIC | 


“ASCAP. Financed War on Bootleggers 
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Band Grosses on One-Nighters 


PFHFSFSSESSssssesos 


Bill Bardo (Maryland theatre, Cumberland, Md., Feb. 3-4). Bardo hit 
fair 1,389 admissions at prices graduating 15c-35c mats and evenings to 


tooo ooe 





ring up $373 gross. 


Bob Chester (Mechanics Hall, Worcester, Mass., Feb. 6). 
up neat $780 with 1.230 admissions at 65c. 

Tommy Dorsey (Syracuse U., Feb. 3). Dorsey sold out Senior hop with 
attendance of 1,160 campus caperers, grossing $2,750. 

Eddy Dunsmoor (Peony Terrace, Omaha, Feb. 8-9). Dunsmoor did 
fancy 600 couples despite competition of Sonja Henie ice revue. Two 
days gave him gross of near $600 at 45c plus tax. 

Sammy Kaye (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., Feb. 5). 
here at 88c. 

John Kirby-Maxine Sullivan (Trianon B., Cleveland, Feb. 9). 


Chester piled 


Kaye hit fair 1,282 


Kirby's 


sepia swingsters and rhythm singer Sullivan did so well on their first; 


visit here Feb. 2, drawing 2,300 customers at 75c top, that manager Charlie 
Horvath brought them back (9). They grabbed another 1,900 at same 
prices second time around. 

Ted Lewis (Municipal Aud., Kansas City, Feb. 4). Lewis and floor 
show played here to approximately 8,000 people about 5,000 of whom 
dug up 75c apiece. Rest were in on Oakleys handed out by K. C. Apparel 
Assoc. Gross of $4,000 considered good, 

Jimmie Lunceford (Dixieland, Lexington, Ky., Feb. 5). 
Lunceford packed in approximately 500 for colored hop. 

Johnny McGee-Teddy Powell (Union Club, Hoboken, N. J., Jan. 31). 
McGee and Powell alternated on stand and together culled little over 
500 hoppers at church affair which got gross of around $950. Poor. 

Ozzie Nelson-Johnny Messner (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, Mass., Feb. 
7). In twin danceries Nelson and Messner pulled good $1,192 with 1,986 
patrons at 55c ladies, 65c gents. Rainstorm hurt. Messner played Raymor 
alone three days (4-6) and got fine $1,653 with 2,755 stub holders at same 
prices. Coupled to local George Harris band Saturday (5) Messner rang 
up neat $1,422 with 2,370 dancers; same prices. 


At 90c top 














Spain’s Decadent Show Biz 


Continued from page lL 














the world, yet the batting average is_ 
pretty thin. 


Spain doesn’t p single film | 
director of intern@¥ional stature. | 


Cutting is very ragged. Photography | 
on the whole is average. Some of! 
the scenarios are fairly good, but the | 
results are pathetic. 


Spain posses:t2s a score of actors 
that are quite good, but plenty of 
potential actors will never get far 
because the directors don’t know 
how to bring out their talent. Since 
there are no Frank Capras here, all 
this budding promise goes to naught. 

In my last week there I saw three 
Spanish picts, and all three were bad, 
very bad. One was amateurish; the 
other so improbable and so badly cut 
that it was a complete waste, while 
the third, a musical revue, was a re- 


may rightfully claim that their pix 
outdrew Spanish films in Madrid. 


Same Old Nazi Pressure 

The Germans are beginning to 
pressure the Spanish producers. As 
in Italy, now in Spain. They want 
all the Jews out. This is very amus- 
ing, since there are few Jews in the 
industry. It appears that Ulargui 
Films has a cutter of Jewish blood. 
The Germans have been 
Ulargvi to get rid of him. 
ter is fighting to keep its cutter, since 
he has been with the firm 
years and is about the best in Spain. 
The Germans will probably win out, 
because ‘cultural and artistic rela- 
tions’ between the two totalitarian 


| Ulargui’s films will be banned in 
|Germany, although I can’t under- 


hounding 
The lat- | 


many | 


countries must be maintained. Also | 


VARIETY 


| you can get food at any hour as long 
|as you are known, and many times 
even if you are not known.. 
Food 
The people in Spain are miserable. 
The food problem is becoming very 
precarious, Bread rationing ls worse 
than ever. The people are divided 
three categories: the monied 
| class get three ounces per person per | 


into 


day; the middle class, four ounces; | 
‘and the working class six ounces. | 
It's black, hard bread that you 


wouldn't look at in the States. 
| Olive oil is unobtainable in Spain, | 
{the country which produces more 
than any other. Coffee and sugar are 
severely rationed, the first mixed 
| with barley so that it tastes worse 
than castor oil. 

Eggs can be had again, but only few 
of them. Many things can be bought 
from food bootleggers called ‘strap- | 
erlos’ but the prices you have to, 
| pay are quite fancy. Eggs, 14 pesetas | 
‘a dozen or $1.32. A three-pound | 
bread cost a friend of mine 10} 
pesetas, or 80c. Meat is of poor| 
| quality. 


$1.25 for a Martini 
| Cigarets are rationed to two pack- 
|ages a week for men only, so that a 
large bootlegging biz flourishes. 


Planters brand—the nearest approach | 


|to American cigarets—cost about 65c 
'for them. Chesterfields or Luckies 
about $1 a package. Whiskey comes 
to about $1 a shot, and between $10 
and $12 a bottle. 
same price per bottle and a Martini 
| cocktail to about $1.25. These drink- 
‘ing prices are not bootleg but legiti- 
mate bar prices. 

Transportation facilities are pretty 
bad. Due to storms we were with- 
out heat in the last week in Madrid. 
Trains were blocked and coal was 
lacking in Madrid. Even without 
storms, there was always a shortage 
of coal, wheat and other things. The 
wrecks of late have increased, some 
attributing them to sabotage. 





even worse. There appears to have 
been some rioting in Asturias and 
other spots in Spain. It’s impossible 
to have a decent meal outside of the 
| capital. 

The rule in 
that if you have money you can get 
anything. Tourists or travelers com- 
ing through Madrid for one or two 


have money and can eat in the best | 
not | 


restaurants where rationing is 
so severe. They can get meat when 
they shouldn’t get it, any number 


Gin comes to the | 


The situation in the provinces is 


Madrid generally is, | 


| - 
| days might go away, and under-! 
|standably so, with the impression 
| that things are not so bad. They 


Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 


charge business being done by name bands in warious New York hotels. 


Dinner businesg (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 


room capacity and cover charge. La 


holiday price.) 


Rand Hotel 


| Orrin Tucker.....Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).... 
_Leighton Noble.. Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)....... , 
Lani McIntire*...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).... 
Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50). 


Guy Lombardo. . 
Woody Herman®..New Yorker (400; 
Jimmy Dorsey....Pennsylvania (500; 


Ppaend Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$ 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. 





On the Upbeat 


Blue Barron did one-nighter for | 
Will Wittig in the Pla-Mor, Kansas | 
City. Wittig has signed Jimmie) 





Figures after name of hotel give 


rger amount designates weekend and 
Covers Total 

’ Weeks Past Covers 

Played Week On Date 
éeceeaes ae 675 3,150 
‘eee. 1,175 5,000 
enna a 1,225 5,825 
—esesseneae Sao 23,850 
FORBL DO? 6scacse F 1,325 12,750 
THO EO Pi ccceae O 2,025 6,750 
5 ere aekeuse 600 8,350 


floor show, although the band ts the 








Band Bookings 


Charles Baum, Feb. 22, Aud, Bowl- 











Lunceford for a date March 15 and | ing Green, Ohio. 


Jan Savitt for a Feb. 18 one-nighter. 





Omaha, 





Ozzie Nelson, preparing to leave | 


| New York to play Raymor Ballroom, | 


| Boston, (7) and Fort Devens, Ayer, 


| Mass., for Lucky Strike ‘Hit Parade’ | 


| pickup (8), was informed that his 
trombonist. George Strackbein, was 





Four Esquires last week replaced | 
| Don Decker band at the Cave, | 


Count Basie, Feb. 23, County Cen- 
ter, White Plains, N. Y.; 25; Lincola 
Colonnade, Washington, D. C.; 26, 
Coliseum B., Cleveland; March 21, 
|Club Rouge, Baton Rouge, La.; 22, 

Blue Moon Club, Bunkie, La.; April 
| 1-6, Tunetown B., St. Louis, Mo. 


Henry Busse, March 17, Highland 
| Park Casino, Quincy, Il; 19, Vene- 


|tian theatre, Racine, Wis.; 20-21, 
| Capitol theatre, Madison, Wis.; 22, 


| Bay theatre, Green Bay, Wis.; 23, 


being drafted into army, necessitat- | Paramount theatre, Hammond, III. 


ing replacement with Ray Heath, ex- | 


| Teddy Powell. 





Jack Valentine band plays Greek 


| war relief ball tomorrow (12) in Ho- | 


tel Statler, Buffalo. 





} 
| 


Tommy Fiynn orch has moved 
back into Chez Ami, Buffalo, with 
Billy Fitzgerald band taking over his 
Dellwood Ballroom stand. 





Tone Carnevale has formed new 
combo which opens Feb. 16 in Park 
| Lane, Buffalo. 





| Vincent Lopes booked Feb. 21 and 
Johnny Long Feb. 28 in Hotel Statler, 
Buffalo, on one-nighters. 





Johnny Long drummer, 
Gordon, called for draft. His place 
| temporarily taken by Mal Berman. 


Wally | 


Duke Ellington, Feb. 23-24, Sweet's 
B., Oakland, Cal.; 28, Napa Pavilion, 


|Napa, Cal.; March 1, Sweet's B., 
Sacramento, 
| Will Bradley, March 18, Mitton 
| Hall, Philadelphia. 

Earl Hines, Feb. 16, Savoy B., 


New York; 18, Metropolitan theatre, 
Morgantown, W. Va.; 19, Basle thea- 
|tre, Washington, Pa.; April 7, Tria- 
| non B., Cleveland; 18, week, Apollo 
| theatre, New York. 

| Leonard Keller, Feb. 22, Eagle B., 
| Sheboygan, Wis. 

| Enoch Light, Feb. 16, Lucas thea- 


| tre, Savannah, Ga.; March 1, East- 
man School of Music, Rochester, 
N. Y. 

| Little Jack Little, Feb. 21, four 


| weeks, Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi- 
\ cago. 

Teddy Wilson, Feb. 21, indef., Am- 
| bassador hotel, Chicago. 


minder of Hollywood's first attempts 
in this direction. 


Quota Cheaters 


Of course, another reason for the 
low state of affairs in this industry 
are the producers themselves. Many 
preduce and export films simply to 
enable them to get importing licenses 
for Yankee films, Consequently they 
do the job as cheaply and as quickly 
as they can. They write the films 
off as total losses and make up the 
difference within the first week that 
the Yank pic is released. They more 
fnan clear costs in the provinces and 
even show a profit by showing it in 
provincial showcases in Latin- 
America. 


ito see a Spanish film. 


ithe 


jare just fill-in. 


Spain is still talking about ‘captur- | 


ing’ the South American market. 
How in the world they expect to do 
this on their present turnout is sim- 
ply beyond comprehension. Argen- 
tina and Mexico produce superior 
quality films. 
tries have been shown in Madrid in 
recent months, and both countries 
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ithen, like all the totalitarian coun- | 
Films of both coun- | 


| (dinner). 
' from theatre and cinema owners who | 
| complain that they have been losing 
| money ever since the new law went 


stand why any German would want | of dishes when they ought to get one, 

all the bread they care to eat. Beg- 

The theatre is pretty dull. The| gars are kept away from the Hotel 
plays usually run from two to four | Ritz. 


weeks and then go on the road with | Pushover for the Nazis? 


| Jimmie Lunceford, Feb. 28, Royal 
Long is playing his first theatre date | pain, Garden, Gadsen, Ala.; March 


| this week at the Flatbush theatre, /2 tarvest Club, Beaumont, Tex.; 3, 
| Brooklyn, | Cotton Club, Port Arthur, Tex.; 4, 
|Cooper Club, Henderson, Tex.; 53, 





same company. Unlike 
French theatre where the same group 
of actors are not seen in succeeding 
plays, here in Madrid you will see 
the same companies season in and 
season out. 
derstand the drawbacks of this sys- 
tem. The main actor, who usually 
runs the company, is usually the only 
one with talent. Sometimes the lead- 
ing lady is his girl friend, and she 
may or may not be so hot.-+ The rest 
The staging is bad 
and not much money invested. 


Subject matter for plays and picts | 


are held down pretty much. There 
is the influence of the Catholic 
church which is tremendous and 


tries, Spain has been hit by a wave 
of puritanism. As in Italy, Germany 
and now France, since her defeat, 
there must be nothing to shock pub- 
lic morals. Everything must be lily- 
pure so that the eight-year-old can 
take it in without a whimper. Wher- 
ever you see a demogogic campaign 
in full swing you can rest assured 
that the theatre cinema, night life 
and magazines are pretty dull. 
Vaudeville and Night Life 

Vaudeville, revues and light mu- 
sic are about zero. The night clubs 
are not outstanding but help to fill 
in a dull evening. The talent in 
Spain is mostly directed towards 
dancing and singing of the An- 
dalusian variety. It’s all pretty much | 
along the same lines but sometimes 
is first rate and worth exporting to} 
the big theatres in the States. I'| 
think that there is some worthwhile | 
acting, dancing and singing talent for 
Broadway, or for the Spanish pro- 
ductions of Hdllywood. 

Curfew Gripes 

The Spanish people have been 
ripping about the new closing hours, 
At 1 a.m. all the hot spots, bars and 
cafes must shutter. Cinemas and | 
theatres shutter at midnight. Food | 
shouldn’t be served in restaurants | 
after 2:30 p.m. (lunch) and 9:30 p.ni. | 
The most gripping comes 





into effect. Although many fines | 
have been handed out to restaurants, | 


the | 


You can very well un- | 


Yet the poverty is appalling and 
i the begging on the increase. 
| say that if the Germans went in the 
| people wouldn’t resist since the pres- 
ent government hasn’t made good on 
any of its promises. Talking em- 


fed, but it’s another business 
| you are starving. 

| Probabilities of the Germans go- 
|ing in seem to be considerably re- 
duced in recent weeks. A_ small 
army would be ineffectual and a 
|large one would starve 
brought in its own food. 
they went in or not may be decided 
by matters occurring outside of 
Spain. Italy’s showing in North 
Africa may have some effect on Ger- 
many’s decision to go into Spain. 
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chiefly kidding-on-the-square, 


{above par. George M. 
| vived an excerpt from his 
Dance Man,’ appearing 
Buck’s own sketch. ‘The Unknown 
Soldier,’ from a yesteryear Gambol, 
was revived. ‘Somewhere in Lon- 
don,’ by John Ravold and Hugh} 
Cameron, capably staged by John} 
Hayden, was in line with the ros- | 
trum presence of Quentin Reynolds. 
He, along with ex-Governor Hoff- 
man, Jimmy Walker, Irving Berlin, 
prexy Fred Waring, Roy Howard, | 
Eugene Meyer, Joe Tumulty, Igor 
Sikorsky, William Caxton, Sigmund | 
Romberg and Harry Hershfield were | 
on the dais. Buck introduced Berlin | 
as ‘America’s greatest living song- 
writer.’ 

Bobby Clark’s classic burlesque 


Cohan 
‘Song and 


therein 





/on ‘The Shooting of Dan McGrew’ | 


was another comedy highlight, and | 
a prophetic meeting in heaven of | 
ASCAP and NBC, as part of ‘Who 
Has Stolen My Songs?’ sketch, 
finaled. John McManus and Arnold | 
Johnson maestroed the evening. 








Little Jack Little band does four 
weeks at the Edgewater Beach hotel, 
Chicago, beginning Feb. 21. 


Some | 


| pire is all right when you are well-| 
when |} 


unless it | 
Whether | 


Lambs’ Salute | 


but | 
the merits of the components were | 


re- | 


| Benny Carter band holds over at 
| Nick’s, New York, until March 1, 





| Will Bradley and Ray McKinley, 
|}sans their band, will be with Alec 
| Templeton on the latter's Alka- | 
| Seltzer show Feb. 28. 





| Bob Crosby orchestra into Pan- | 
| ther Room (College Inn) of the Ho- | 
tel Sherman on Apri] 8 for a six- | 
week stay. Last in Chi at the Black- | 
hawk. 





Tommy Dorsey plays the Hipp, | 
Balto., week of March 7 on a con-| 
| tract that is now a year old. He’s in| 


on a guarantee against 50% of the| 
gross from the first dollar. 





Sy Mannes, formerly with Harms | 
Music, is now personal manager of | 
the Charlie Spivak band. | 





| 


Ben Bernie’s first booking in the | 
east since returning from Victor | 
| Hugo’s, Los Angeles, will be at the 


RKO-Boston theatre, Feb. 20-23. 





Alvino Rey band signed to Blue-| 
| bird records for ome year. Four 
sides recently released were test 
records. Rey, incidentally, gets a 
shot at the Fitch Bandwagon radio | 
show Feb. 27, 

| 





Paul Specht no longer personal 
managing the Russ Morgan band. 


Ted Alabaster taking over road | 
manager job with Bob Chester. He | 
formerly handled sare chores with 


Buddy Rogers. 








Ted Lewis set to start four weeks 


Feb. 18 at Bal Tabarin, San Fran- 
cisco, 





Bill Challic, arranger, now work- 
ing with Bobby Byrne. Dean Kin-| 
caid writing arrangements for | 
Mitchell Ayres, 





Larry Clinton has recorded his | 
new theme, ‘Isn’t It Time to Love’ | 
for Bluebird. 








Ruby Newmar returns to the! 
Rainbow Room, New York City, 


|about April 1. 


{of Texas, 
| erated 
| Aud., San Antonio; 11, Cotton Club, 


| Murphy’s Club, Alexandria, La.; 6, 
| Pilgrim Aud., Houston, Tex.; 7, U. 
Austin; 8, Women’s Fed- 
Bldg., Austin; 10, Library 


Austin; 12, Lakeside Park, Wichita 
Falls, Tex.; 13, Aud., Joplin, Mo.; 14, 
Castle B., St. Louis; 15, Pla-Mor B,, 
Kansas City; 17, Aud., Kansas City; 
20, Eagles Hall, Minneapolis; 21, 
Paris B., Milwaukee; 22, Savoy B., 
Chicago; 24, Lincoln Colonnade, 
Washington, D. C.; 25, Strand B, 
Baltimore. 

Ray Kinney, March 14, Lyric thea- 
theatre, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Ralph Barlow, Feb. 13, four weeks, 
Madura’'s Danceland, Whiting, Ind. 

Bill Bardo, Feb. 14-15, Totem Pole 
B., Auburndale, Miss. 

Eddie Delange Feb. 15, Elmira 
College, Elmira, N. Y.; 22, Mary- 
mount Ballroom, Gary, Ind. 

Johnny Long, Feb. 21, Hotel Phila- 
delphia, Philadelphia; 22, Stambow 
Aud., Youngstown, O.; 25, Temple 
U., Philadelphia; 26, Empire B., Al- 
lentown, Pa. 

Johnny McGee, Feb. 14, Massa- 
chusetts State C., Amherst; 15, Pal- 
ace theatre, Stamford, Conn.; 21-22, 
Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, 
Mass. 

Joe Venuti, Feb. 21, week, River- 
side theatre, Milwaukee. 

Dol Brissette, Feb. 12, British War 
Relief Ball, Town Hall, Warren, 
Mass.; 19, party, Hotel Bancroft, 
Worcester, Mass.; 21, party, Norwood 
Junior High School, Norwood, Mass. 

Johnny Messner, Feb. 12-16, five 
days, Edgewood Club, Albany, N. Y.; 
17, Scranton, Pa.; Allentown, Pa.; 21, 
University of Vermont, Burlington, 
Vt.; 22, Syracuse hotel, Syracuse, 
N. Y., four weeks; March 25, Hotel 
McAlpin, indefinite engagement. 

Bill Bardo, Feb. 18-22, five days, 
Raymor Ballroom, Boston. 





—— 








Humorous Lyrics Wanted 


For top intimate nite club dis- 
euse in Cole Porter or Noel 
Coward style. Box 139, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St., New York. 
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Standard Contract Form For 
Band Bookings Written by A.F.M. 


+ 
—_—_—___—_—_——- eo 


VARIETY 
They Don’t Play Maybe 


‘MUSIC 


Double-Header One-Nighter Gives 
Kyser Record $8,065.80 as His Share 


>? - 








Miami, Feb. 11. 
Murray Baker, general prof. 
mgr. for Robbins Music, making 
the rounds of the local niteries, 
fell into a crummy strip-tease 
trap, of which there are many 














: hereabouts, where the ‘band’ 
Band booking business will be op- HIDES NEW MAN comprised three beat-up mu- ARTIE SHAW’S RECORDS Kay Kyser played a one-nighter in 
erating soon under a standard form sikers. Baker solicited them for 


Louisville, Ky., Jan. 31 which paid 
of contract devised by the American 


Federation of Musicians. The form 
was adopted by the international’s 
executive board at its meeting in 


Al Donahue Ships Sax Man to South 
America for Protection 





plugs, and was floored when the 
maestro of the No Style Trio re- 
torted: 





‘Sorry, but we don't play 


| Sets Deal 


for Continuance With 
Victor on 50c Labels 








In New York for five weeks of 


him perhaps the highest net salary 
ever paid a band for a single night’s 
work in the history of the band biz, 





Miami and copies o. it will be dis- Major baseball teams sometimes | 
tributed among band bookers in a}. Cay : 

few weeks. It will be the first time | hide promising talent from opposi- 
that the dance band business has | tion clubs by placing it temporarily 
used a contract form prepared by a with minor league affiliates. It 
union. Local 802, New York, sought | 
to introduce such a form early last | 


stocks.’ 





| broadcasting with the Burns and | Kyser's end of an evening's work 


Allen-Hormel radio show, first air- }at the Louisville Armory amounted 
ing of which was done Monday (10), | a 
Artie Shaw signed a new recording | © $8,065.80. He was in on a $2,500 
;contract with Victor Records. New | guarantee against 60% of the gate. 
jcontract is for two years and takes | Latter amounted to $13,443. 

|effect when his old one expires in 








Thief, in Runaway Car, 
Crashes Into Dancers 


seems competition for outstanding | 











year, but it withdrew the forms it musicians calls for the same proce- 
had sent out to bookers a week later, | dure by some leaders who are wary 

sarently at the suggestion of the | of the ‘raiding’ tendencies of others. 
ap] 


| Anyway while rebuilding his band 


international. 


Appeal from the charges which | Al Donahue auditioned what he con- | 


Abe Lyman brought against Billy 
Rose last summer was turned over 
by the executive board to James Pe- 
trillo, AFM prez, with a request 
that he try to adjust it himself. Dis- 
pute was over a run-of-the-show 
agreement which Lyman had the 
Barbary Coast concession at the N. 
Y. World’s Fair. Local 802 ruled in 
the bandman’s favor, awarding him 
around $10,000. 


Board also voted to donate a fully 
equipped ambulance to Britain and 
to send to the American Artists As- 
sociation of London a fund with 
which to buy an ambulance trailer. 


TOMMY DORSEY TO NEV. 





| sidered a find among tenor sax men. 


' Not being 


ready to put the new 


_band into rehearsal and to be sure 


no one would be able to tamper with 
the player, Donahue gave him a job 
in a band on a 39-day cruise boat 
to South America, which got back 


into New York the day the reformed | 


Donahue bunch started rehearsing. 


| Player is Pres Hudson and he’s now 


| 


FOR ‘LAS VEGAS’ PREEM 





Contingent upon the fulfillment of 
tentative plans to give ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ a special world premiere at 
Las Vegas, Nev., late in March, ar- 
rangements have been made with 
Tommy Dorsey by Paramount under 
which he would fly out to play for 
the preem. 

Dorsey, now at the Meadowbrook 


Country club, Cedar Grove, N. J., | 


is willing to fly his band out, using 
two planes, and has so informed 
William LeBaron at the Par studio 
from which all negotiations and pre- 
miere plans have emanated. Under- 


penses, Dorsey otherwise appearing | Williams, State Street Music Pub-| 
He and his band are in| 


for free. 
the film. 





Red Norvo Breaks Up 
After Canadian Trip 


Red Norvo has broken up his lat- 
est band and may reorganize at a 
later date with a combo still smaller 
than the 10-piece group he had been 
leading. Latter outfit was about a 
year or so old and was formed after 
the leader’s split with Mildred 
Bailey. Latest breakup came after 
the band returned from a week of 
concert dates through Nova Scotia. 

Meantime Norvo may play with 
Benny Goodman's new band. He 
was on Goodman’s first broadcast for 
Old Gold Monday (10). His xylo- 
phone tapping could take the place 
of Lionel Hampton’s, who left Good- 
man to build a band of his own. 








John Leopold and Irvin Talbot 
started work on the musical scoring 





under contract. Donahue 
cruise boats with bands. 
Donahue’s new outfit retains only 
two of its former men and is set to 
unveil at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., Feb. 18. 
Two remaining are Jack Donahue, 


services 


sax, leader’s brother, and Mickey 
Iannoe, trombone. New men are 
Bill Haley, piano; Jimmy Felton, 


drums; Tony Carlson, bass, brother 
of Frankie Carlson; Woody Herman, 
drummer; Bart’ Barsolona, Don 
Cavanaugh, trombones; Al Anthony, 


| Danny Ippolito, saxes; Tueky Mar- 


LARGE CLAIM AGAINST 


| 
| 


| Sheppard, filed suit Friday (7) in|} 
| N. Y. supreme court against Decca | 
stood that Par would pay all ex-| Records, Inc., Jack Kapp, J. Mayo | 


| 


cantonio, Hank Meddelena, 
Costellano, trumpets. 


Pete 





DECCA RECORDING CO. 


Ollie Shepard, known as Ollie 





lishing Co., Chicago Music Co., and 
Record Artists Music Co., seeking 


| damages for alleged conspiracy and 


| liams are officers of Decca, and the | 


| 


| 


breach of contract. Kapp and Wil- 
other defendants are subsidiaries. 
Williams, who is colored, is em- 
ployed by Decca to gather talent, 
and, according to plaintiff, ‘does so 
by misrepresentation with the ap- 
proval of Decca.’ 
signed a contract with 
through Williams, in 
1937, and was to receive 25% of the 
sale price of records and sheet music, 
and was told that a minimum of rec- 


Decca, 


Plaintiff claims he 


November, | 


| 





Outside Meadowbroo 


} — 


Two young girls were killed and 
two youths 
(9) morning when they were hit by 
a stolen car being driven by a New- 
ark, N. J., thief past Frank Dailey’s 


injured early Sunday |now on the 50ec Victor, called for a | to 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Four were in party of 10 leaving 
the spot and crossing Route 23 to 
get into parked cars. Speeding car 
was being chased by a cop and after 
hitting the four crashed into a 
parked auto. Its driver escaped, but 


| section. 


was nabbed later when he returned | 


;to the scene of the accident in a 
taxicab. 

In order to keep crowd of dan- 
cers who were at Meadowbrook 
‘that night, inside and away from 
\the accident and bodies, Tommy 
‘Dorsey's band remained on _ the 
|bandstand and kept playing until 
| 3:30 a. m. Two boys were taken to 
'a nearby hospital. With the girls, 
\they were from New York city. 


Asleep at the Wheel 


Jimmy Van Heusen, songwriter, 
and Juggy Gayles, contact man for 
Berlin Music, woKe up with a bang 














}inson, alto sax: Nick Fatool, drums; 
| Johnny Guarnieri, piano; Ray Con- 


in Manlius, N. Y., early Saturday (8) | 


morning to find that Gayles had 


| driven Van Heusen’s car Into a mar- 
! ble statue in the village square. 
| Neither was hurt, but the car was 
adly damaged. 

Pair were on their way to Syra- 
|cuse, Van Heusen’s home. 





Wayne King’s Hotel Spot 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Wayne King orchestra will double 
‘from ether to nitery starting March 


127 when the band goes into the Ma- 
lrine Room of the Edgewater Beach 
hotel. 


King orchestra, just finishing up 
on Columbia for Colgate’s, shifts in 
'two weeks to sponsorship by Ar- 
mour’s Luxor product over Columbia 
on Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 


LUNA’S NAME BANDS 


ords would be released yéarly. He| 
claims he made 50 songs with his 
band and Decca sold over 500,000 


records at 35q, each, but he has not 
been paid anything in the way of 
royalties or outright commission, and 
Decca has no means of selling or ex- 
ploiting sheet music. An accounting 
of profits, court approval to break- 
ing the contract and damages are 
sought. 





|return west with him. 


| cancelled 


|'Tom Rockwell, 


John N. Greenhut, razorblade for- 
tune heir and quondam talent agent, 


will take over management of the 
Luna Park Ballroom, Coney Island, 
this season. 

Ballroom, largest of its kind in the 
east will be completely redecorated, 
|opening Easter Sunday, April 13, 
i|with a name band policy. It will 


| which contracts have not yet been 


| with him, but were coming to New 


the near future. It calls for prac- 
tically the same terms. 


Shaw's old contract, written while | wich 


j}his stuff was being released on the } 1... 
| head, 


35c Bluebird label, whereas he’s | 


guarantee of $1,000 
sides a year, against a royalty of 
8% of the gross from sales. New | 
one is the same except for the al- | 
ready mentioned difference in the 
guarantee. When Shaw was cutting | 
for Bluebird his band was the jump | 
crew he walked out on. He now 
uses 22 or 23 men, including a string 


Shaw goes back to the Coast after 
he finishes the five air shots with 
B & A. He is already working on 
the music for a new picture for 


signed.. It’s not to be made for 
Paramount, for whom he was cast 
in the current ‘Second Chorus.’ 

Leader will not play with the Na- 
tional Symphony Orchestra’ at 
Washington, D. C., a date which had 
been scheduled for March 23. It was 
cancelled because of his return to | 
the Coast. 

Men who came east with Shaw to 
form the nucleus of the band he is 
using on the radio commercial are: 
Billy Butterfield, trumpet; Les Rob- 


niff, trombone, and Jack Jenney, 
trombone. Jerry Jerome and Clar- 
ence Daffey, saxes, also came in 


York anyway. They may or may not 


Beside the theatre dates Shaw 
in the east he had one 
one-nighter scheduled. It was played 
last night (Tuesday) at Garden City, 
L. IL, by Benny Goodman's new out- 
fit. 





a side for 50 | another 261 
| buck, 


Date was a dual one, however, 
promoted by the Louisville Courier 
Journal. Band played for a show 
drew 7,672 customers at $1 a 
then after the chairs were 
cleared away admissions were sold 
a dance. Hop drew 5,410 at $1. 
people paid an extra 
once inside, for the privilege 
of sitting at tables. 

Kyser is now on the Coast prepare 
ing to start work on his third RKO 
film. 





Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Kay Kyser, returning to town 
after a long absence, played the 
northside William Karzas Aragon 
ballroom last week, and cracked all 
records for a one-night stand in this 
mammoth room. Drew 10,005 paid 


customers. Prices were $1.25 for men 


and 99c for women. 
Aiding and abetting was Dick Jur- 


gens and his orchestra, current in the 


Aragon. 


TEDDY JOYCE, 36, DIES 
OF SPINAL AILMENT 


London, Feb. 11. 

Teddy Joyce, 36, Canadian band- 
leader who came here from Holly- 
wood eight years ago, collapsed in a 
Glasgow hotel Feb. 6 and died early 
Monday (10) from spinal fever. He 
was one of the earlier American 
emcees to click here. His real name 
was Edmund John Cuthbertson. 


Joyce, Canadian-born, was trained 
as a concert violonist but was forced 
to quit when an auto accident ine 
jured two fingers. So he became a 








GLASER CONTINUES AS | dancer and, after performing in the 


| U. S. went to England where he be- 


LES BROWN’S MANAGER, See ae Se Oe Ie 





Les Brown’s band stays under the Wm. Morris Staff’s 


personal management of Joe Glaser. | 
Talk last week between Glaser and | 
head of General | 
Amusement Corp. ended all ideas 
of any interested parties from the | 
Rockwell side of the fence buying 
Brown's contract. However,’ the 
band may later return to GAC for 
bookings 

For the present Glaser will con- 
tinue to book it. He has placed it | 
for a term at Mike Todd’s new thea- 
tre-cafe in Chicago. Band opens 
either Feb. 21 or 28. 

Duke Ellington’s next Victor re- 
lease will use a tune composed by 
his son, Mercer. 
‘The Girl in My Dream Tries to Look 


| son of Johnny, 


It’s a ballad titled, | 


Travels Flu-Affected 
Ed Fishman isn’t going to the Coast 
for the William Morris Agency for 


| another 10 days or so, stalled pare 


tially by a mild attack of flu and 
also the indisposition of Willard 
| Alexander, in charge of bands in 


New York. Latter is currently holle 
daying in Miami, and when Alex- 
ander returns Fishman shifts to the 


| Coast. 


Another William Morrisite cone 
valescing in Florida is Donald Hyde, 
v.p. of the Morris 
agency, who just got over a bad case 
of lobar pneumonia. 

Abe Lastfogel, general manager of 
































of Harry Sherman’s western, ‘Bor-| Ran Wilde replacing Arturo and open officially for the season on Like You.’ | William compre Inc., will remain 
der Vigilantes,’ at Paramount. | Caballeros at Paxton hotel, Omaha. | Decoration Day weekend. j 4 ou. | east another month. 
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Night Club Reviews 





RAINBOW ROOM, N.Y. 





Keith Clark, Cappella & Beatrice, | 
Rolly Rolls, Ben Cutler Orch (12) 
featuring Virginia Hays, Dr. Sydney 
Ross; $2.50 minimum dinner, $1 and 
$2 cover (Saturday) after 10 p.m. 





This is one of the best lineups yet 
which managing director John Roy 
and his aide, Ed Seay, have lined up 
for the topflight Rockefeller nitery. 
Whether by intent or accident, it's 


almost a 100% Frenchy-type, or so- | 


called ‘continental’ divertissement, 
with the exception of former Yale 
halfback Ben Cutler, maestroing his 
band on another return, and his 
pianist-vocalist, Virginia Hays, a 
personable brunet who does piono- 
logs in between vocalizing with the 
band. 

Otherwise Keith Clark, despite his 
Anglo-Saxon name, is of French vin- 


tage, a very facile legerdemain 
specialist whose prestidigitation is 


showmanly blended with deft com- 
edy touches. For instances, his shift- 
ing kerchief routine, a_ colorful 
assortment of cloths, is parred by 
constantly switching his bow-tie 
colors, done unobtrusively and with 
His ciga- 
ret-pack and card tricks are also out 
of the ordinary. Only thing routine 
is his opener, with the Cardini-like 
business of marathon lighted ciga- 
rets, but here, too, Clark does it with 
distinction. 

Featured dance pair, Cappella and 
Beatrice, are above par ballroomolo- 
gists both having been around for 
some time. She’s well built with 
loads of s.a. but the lithe Cap- 
pella handles her with consum- 
mate ease. even in those Mary Raye 
and Naldi-like fulcrum lifts and 
holds. One whirling routine is a par- 
ticular highlight. 


ably to their effectiveness. The waltz 
opener permits for the quasi-adagio 
posturings but it’s in the ‘Dark Eyes’ 
sequence that they really sock. Then 
they hark back to a Vernon and 
Irene Castles routine of 25 years ago 
(announced), and the finale is a 
Spanish-shaw] double. Withal, a class 
couple for the classiest of nitery 
boites. 


Rolly Rolls (New Acts), likewise 
of ‘international’ vintage. hailing 
from France, but handling 


Their choice of | 
musical backgrounds adds consider- | 


his | 
Anglais small talk in good style, is | about doing his new tune, ‘Dolores’? | Coast’s 


a cinch for important grooving in 
American cafes. His _ pianologistic 
comedy is of unusual pattern. 

en Cutler’s band, as with his re- 
cent predecessors, breaks up into a 
sub unit for the Latin terps, thus 
making it a two-in-one combo. 
Virginia Hays’ vocals of the pops are 
augmented by her entr’ act specialty 
at the Steinway, fancy arrangements 
of symphonized syncopation and un- 
adulterated symph. Dr. Sydney Ross 
who can give cards and spades (no 
pun) to many an on-the-floor card 
manipulator continues with his un- 
usual divertissement at tables. With 
showmanship and an arresting cafe 
floor personality he’d click in the 
middle of the floor as well as he does 
in the intimate closeup work with 
the customers, although he’s more 
effective at close range. Abel. 


CHARLEY FOY’S, L. A. 





| Los Angeles, Feb. 7. 
Charley Foy, Bobby Evans, Wilma 
Novak, George Beatty, George Riley, 
Leonard Seuus Orch (4); Minimum, 
| $1.50. 





On his own after a long siege in 
ithe operation of the Grace Hayes 
Lodge with his ex-frau, Charlie Foy 
has set up shop a piece down the 
boulevard in the Valley sector, 10 
minutes drive from Hollywood, In 
less than three months he has made 
the spot the gayest grotto on the 
north side of town. The®Lodge trade 
is gradually filtering his way and the 
rivalry is as intense as the doings 
are rowdy. Valley is heavily ten- 
anted by the film’and radio mob and 
that makes for a convenient spot to 
while away an evening when the 
home fires die down. 


What made the Lodge is putting 
over Foy’s suvper club; impromptu 
performances by the drop-ins, which 
includes plenty of names any night 
in the week. Of a Friday night af- 
ter the Legion fights the room is a 
seething mass around midnight, 
every one of its 160 chairs filled with 
spenders—and acts. Over at a table 
near an open fireplace sit Foy, Phil 
Berle and a few other Foys casing 
the layout. In no time at all they’ve 
spotted enough acts to gladden the 
heart of an Orpheum booker 
| it’s no trouble at all to get them up 
|on the stage for a turn. 


Over at a side table in a blazing 
sports jacket sits Lou Alter. How 





And | 


| Bert Wheeler, who has been on, 
| would gladly lend voice to the lyrics. 
\In no time at all Alter is at the 
| piano and a brand new song is given 
its first public performance. With- 
out as much as a wait the droppers- 
in file past the tables and bound onto 
the stage, just about big enough for 
a single with the band on. Leila 
Hyams accompanies her own vocals 
on the piano; Stanley Fields, film 
| heavy, spins a few yarns; Cliff Ed- 
wards strums a uke and pipes a 
|coupla numbers; Roscoe Ates stutters 
through a monolog; John Ritt, a 
tenor with a new Metro contract, 
| booms a pair of faves; Bill Burt gives 
lout with a tap routine that’s faster 
| than most seen around here; Judy 
|Garland begs off after one number, 
|and George Riley pours out gags 
slightly on the blue side but a natural 
|for this clientele. He wowed ‘em 
| with ‘I’m back in Hollywood to make 
|my first picture...for FBI.’ Gags are 
mostly pro-tinctured and _ that 
|makes them pat with the mob. 


But the show is not all on 


| 


the 


free side, abundant and expert as it | 


|is Foy gives out with an imitation 
/of his dad (Eddie) singing a song 
out of the corne of his mouth and 
flipping a cane in the dandy style 
of that day; George Beatty, tears off 
a few tunes with nitery-flavored 
lyrics and does a pantomime of a 
sailor with the shakes that’s a gem 
of characterization; Bobby Evans is 
a sepia stepper, who talks more than 
he dances, which should be the other 
way around, and Wilma 


flourish. 
man with a horn, who has been 
around since he was a shaver, has 
developed a_ virtuosity with the 
trumpet that is comparable to the 
hot lick experts. He does a specialty 
that runs from a hot blast to a zephyr- 
ous coo. When Eddie, Jr., isn’t tied 
up at the studio—or in vaude, as he 
is this week—he’s also on deck for a 
bit of Foyiana. 


Unlike most Vaitiey grottos, Foy’s 
layout gives out with choice vittles, 
tariffed up to $2.50. Spot gets a 
strong early dinner play. Heavily 
in its favor is word getting around 
that it gets top call with the actors 
and band leaders. Where the flash- 
lights pop that’s where’ spenders 
|flock. It’s an old Hollywood custom, 
hobnobbing with the great. Helm. 


Colony, Palm Beach 





Palm Beach, Feb. &. 

Lois Elliman, Ernie Holst Orch 
(12); $2 minimum. 

Confirming the fact that the sea- 
|/son may now be considered as hav- 
line arrived in Palm Beach, the Gold 
¥ swankiest non-membership 
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| Palm Beachy. Even the 


Novak | 0vertook him in Miami. 


torches and writhes with a torrid | q 
Leonard Seuss, a young | 


registering as cafe proprietors. 


| Door, There Aint No More Blues,’ 
| song stylist’s unique delivery. 


|doing Marion 


| Bordoni, both so announced. 


| than hold its own. 


nocturnal rendezvous, the Colony, has 
unrolled the plush carpet. It’s the 
same old Colony as always: it has 
dignity without appearing too stiffly 
ra amaes | which is to ny | it’s very 

usboys are 
the same, unless perhaps their a’s 
are a shade broader. As in previous 
years it’s the very night spot for the 
elite who cawn’t stand the thought 
of bending elbows with the bourgois 
in ‘that awful ghastly Miami.’ 

Other than the perennial Ernie 
Holst combo, socialite songstress 
Lois Elliman is the solo attraction. 
A charming and gifted lass she has 
managed to overcome the somewhat 
dubious billing of a society canary, 
|and needs no blue book rating to 
enhance her nifty songalogs. Her 
| warm, rich timbred vocalizing 
adapts itself well to either the ap- 
proved chanteuse intime manner, or 
|plain gutbucket, and her keyboard 
/improvisations are _ calculated to 
show her talented pipes off to best 
advantage. When caught opening 
nite (5) the customers—every last 
one of them—liked her. They must 
have—they called her back so many 
times she did a song for practically 
, everyone in the joint. 

This is one of Holst’s favorite 
| bailiwicks, and it’s very noticeable. 
|The smaller room is much better 
|adapted to his sprightly style, and 
his combo sounds zingier and looks 
| more at home than it did under the 
tropical foliage in the Miami Beach- 
|comber. Holst, too, seems to have 
|revived from the lethargy which 
He breaks 
the sets up with plenty of Latin 
avor, but customers’ tastes here 
are generally keynoted by Gersh- 
| win, Kern and Cole Porter tunes. 


m Leslie, 


| New Acts In Cafes 


GENE AUSTIN 

With Whippoorwills (4) and Doris 
| Sherrill 

Don Lanning’s, Miami Beach 

| Gene Austin, standard on disks, 
radio and with ample stage and 
screen ba€kground, is still wham- 

















N. Y. Nitery Followup 


Waldorf-Astoria’s Empire Room 
has a good lineup featuring Leighton 
Noble’s band, with Russell Swann, 
magico, and Yvette, songstress, as 
soloists. It makes for excellent var- 
iety and novelty. The blonde Yvette, 
with her Frenchy-style songs, has 
been around in cafes and via NBC 
buildup (also doubling currently into 
the Broadway Strand) and judicious- 
ly mixes up her repertoire such as 
‘Berkeley Square,’ ‘Frenesi’ (in Span- 
ish), a French chanson d’amour and 
‘Last Time I Saw Paris.’ Swann’s 
magico routine is a sort of one-man 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ utilizing a Chinese 
lad as a comedy stooge, and empha- 
sizing the laugh portion along with 
his legitimate mystification. 

Leighton Noble, who inherited the 
late Orville Knapp’s band, has a 
smooth 1l-piece band comprising 
four reeds, three brass (Murray Bond 
missing through a draft board call), 

iano, string bass, drums and Chick 
Floyd, who is Noble’s partner on the 
Novachord. Eddie Metcalfe, sax, also 
does the vocals, and with Floyd and 
Noble comprise a trio for further 
vocal harmonics. Noble also doubles 
on piano, thus giving the lineup two 
pianos, plus Novachord, on some of 
the arrangements. Mischa’ Borr 
comes over for the supper dansants 
to do the congarhumba chores but, 
for dinner sessions, Noble mixes up 
his straight bouncepation with oc- 
casional Latin terp tunes. Biz has 
been good and Noble is spotted in- 
def. 














Danny Kaye at LaMartinique, 
marking a return, should be made a 
partner by Dario, boniface of this 
class bistro. He has put the Martini- 
que back into the big league as a 
money grosser after a post-Xmas 
slump. In a measure, despite Kaye's 
unusual click in the Gertrude Law- 
rence show, ‘Lady in the Dark,’ the 
comedian owes a debt to Dario. Lat- 
ter first showcased this funster when 
he was in ‘Strawhat Revue,’ and it 
was in LaMartinique that Moss Hart, 





ming ’em in the 1941 manner as he 
did when his top selling ‘My Blue 
Heaven’ was the rage on Victor rec- 
; ords-in the post-World War I era. 
Here, in this Miami Beach bistro, 
Austin is giving out very much in the 
groove with his own unique style of 
modern vocalizing. On top of that, 
in place of former standard 
‘Candy team, he has a 


hic 
this 


and Coco 


quartet of ’teen-age boys known as | 


The Whippoorwills (two guitars, 
string bass and mandolin) who really 
can send with their string music. 

There’s also a young songstress in 
the act, Doris Sherrill, alternating 
with Austin who presides at the 
ivories throughout, either accom- 
panying her, himself or sitting in 
with the instrumentalists for their 
sweet-swing specialties. Latter also} 
double as the dance music giver- | 
outers, withal a very versatile combo. 
Miss Sherrill can scat with the best 
of ’em. 


| 


Don Lanning’s is an intime bistro, 
more or less a neighborhood spot, | 
run by a former actor, Mrs. Lanning, 
yclept Roberta Sherwood, also 
pitches in with her own _ vocal 
specialties, both clicking on the ros- 
trum as well as they seemingly are 


Austin’s repertoire of ‘Blue Hour,’ | 
‘Sleepy Time Gal,’ the inevitable 
‘Blue Heaven,’ ‘Take 'Em to the 


standards basically, ar® done in the 
Lan- 
ning is an equally facile songpicker, 
Harris’ ‘More Than 
You Know’ (Youmans), and ‘Great 
Day,’ another Youmans excerpt, a la 


Without Lanning, of course, but 
with his quartet and Miss Sherrill, | 
Austin has a nifty setup that can 
go into any cafe or theatre and more 
Abel. 





ROLLY ROLLS 

Comedian at Piano 

10 Mins, 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 
Rolly Rolls is a French funster | 

whose pianology is paradoxically of | 


| concert platform worth, comparable 


| to 


Alec 
Steinway. 


Templeton’s skill at the 
But since comedy pays 
faster dividends than forthright vir- 
tuosity, seemingly he, like Temple- | 
ton, is stressing the comic aspects. 
Thus, amidst his straight piano 
work he ‘beats Brahms eight to the! 
bar,’ with comedy variations, such as | 
a breakaway piano, utilizing a 
couple of the hammers for comedy 
business, He also performs on what 
is announced as the smallest con- 
certina in the world, getting lots of 
genuine melody out of it, as a 
specialty away from the piano. He 





| via South American bookings. 


has a great sense of comedy values, 


| doing near-sighted musical prof. at | 


the pianoforte, wherein maestro Ben | 


| Cutler is an effective aide with the | 


proper musical cues. 


Rolls is said to have just arrived | 
He’s | 
of a calibre that can play anywhere, | 
and makes a sturdy interlude for any 
cafe show; also OK for muslcal stage | 
production or in presentation houses. | 
Abel. 


| crew 


| smooth 


| paniment. 
|sort of thing when first 


Max Gordon, George S. Kaufman and 
the others si.w Kaye to advantage, 
resulting in the legit spotting. Comic, 
in turn, is frank in his obligation to 
boniface Dario and also to Sylvia 
Fine, his pianiste, in private life 
Mrs. Kaye. Latter’s special material 


is of wow calibre and if this is a 
|consistent brand of her _ lyricizing 
Miss Fine (or Mrs. Kaye) is a cinch 





for prominence in the theatre as a 
scripter. Her satirical wordage and 
| Kaye’s excellent interpretation 
thereof make for a perfect blend. He 
publicly salutes her before the final 
|encore, usually in the spot following 
pi Modern Fairy Tale.’ In addition, 
| Kaye’s own Noelcowardish takeoffs, 
| the mad Russian conga, ‘Stanislav- 
| sky’ and the rest place him among 


| the foremost cafe and variety spec- 


ialtv performers. Unusual, of course, 
in his fast climb to big league stature, 
all within the span of One season on 
Broadway. 

Rest of the show 


comprises an 


|equally solid hors d’ouvre contribu- 


tion in the form of Mati and Hari 
with their comedy dance routine, 
notably the circus repertoire. They 
too are facile and seasoned troupers. 
Roy Fox’s orchestra (Band Reviews) 
and Herbert Corbello’s crack Latin 
round out a strong lineup in 
this $2.50-$3.50 minimum cover spot 
—and worth it. 

Mary Raye and Naldi are at their 
top form in the Hotel Plaza’s Per- 
sian Room, worthy successors in style 
and calibre to The DeMarcos when 
they, with Eddy Duchin, made for 
a surefire pnarlay that kept Paul, at 
the door, cheerful. Dancers, who are 
also doubling into ‘Crazy with the 
Heat,’ Broadway revue, are amazing 
with their adagio-gymnastic holds in 
routine and sequence, 
whether it’s their opening ‘Moonlight 
Sonata’ waltz, a smooth tango, a fast 
paso doble or the surefire ‘Sylvia,’ 
with disk-recorded recitative accom- 
They set a pace in that 
introducing 
the idea at the Rainbow Room two 
seasons ago, and have now extended 
it further. 

Dick Gasparre’s band, expert as 
ever, and in the groove for a class 
room like the Plaza’s Persian Room, 
holds over with his tiptop tunester- 
ing, aided by Chiquito’s rhumbaists 
for the cocktail dansants. Jane Win- 
ton. with her sormgstering in the ‘so- 
ciety’ idiom, lacks distinction 


Abel. 








so 
Best BUY IN DETROIT 


Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession, 


Every room has combination tub and 
shower. Reasonable-priced restaurant and 
eocktail bar, Completely rehabilitated 
throughout. Convenient to all booking 
offices and downtown district. 


HOTEL WOLVERINE 


Frank Walker, Manager 


55 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit 
(Same management as Hotel 
Chicagoan, Chicago) 


Y “up Uy, 
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COURT NAMES 
TRUSTEES FOR 
AFA FUND 


Settlement of a dispute over the | 
dissolution of the death benefit fund 
of the American Federation of Ac-| 
tors was made Thursday (6) in the 
N. Y. supreme court, when Justice 
Bernard L. Shientag approved a plan 
for the appointment of three trustees 
who will serve without compensa- 
tion and will pay off as members die. 
The trustees are Senator Robert L. 
Wagner, Joseph Padway and Sidney 
E. Cohn, with approximately $17,000 
left to be distributed to members in 
good standing as of July 14, 1939, as 
they die. 

AFA was organized in 1934 and 
until its charter was revoked by the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of | 
America had accummulated $17,000 | 
to be paid at the rate of $300 per 
death to members in good standing. 
The fund was administered by trus- | 
tees Frank E. Lynch, Rudy Vallee, | 
Sophie Tucker and Gus Van. After | 
the charter revocation it was decided | 
to dissolve the fund and a2 eater 
the money among 10,800 members to 
whom ballots were sent. Of these, | 
682 returned their vote with 673 ap- | 
proving the dissolution. | 

However, Alan Corelli, chairman 
of the Theatre Authority, Inc., fought 
the issue threugh the courts, claim- 
ing that neither Ralph Whitehead, 
executive secretary of the AFA, nor 
Frank Lynch should handle the dis- 
solution of the fund. 


S. F. AGVA Votes Strike 
If Agents Fail to Live 
Up to Pay Minimums 























San Francisco, Feb. 11. | 
The local executive board of the | 
American Guild Variety Artists has | 
been voted full power to call a/| 
strike against agents if necessary 
to enforce the union’s new contract. 
The decisi : was reached at a mem- | 
bership meeting also attended by | 
John O’Connell, secretary of the | 
Frisco Labor Council, and Anthony 
Noriega, of the California Theatrical | 
Federation. | 
Principal point at issue is AGVA’s | 
insistance that minimums be met, 
minus usual agency deductions. This 
has brought bitter opposition from 
some of the agents. Only concession 
made by AGVA is scaling of club 
dates from $12.50 back to the orig- 
inal $10, but with the proviso that 
this fee be net to the artist. The 
union also passed a resolution agree- 
ing not to act in the capacity of an 
agent so long as ‘one fair agent’ re- 
mains in business. 


DANCER CLAIMS AGENT 
WAS MUCH TOO SOCIAL 


Sally Keith, dancer, filed an un-\| 
usual and unique answer in the 
N. Y. supreme court Friday (7) to 
a $12,600 breach of contract suit 
filed against her by Jack Parr, her | 
former agent. Answer claims that 
under the contract Parr was to se- 
cure her theatrical engagements but 
failed to get an employment agency 
license; that he refused to allow her 
to accept engagements more than 25 
miles from N. Y., that he accom- 
panied her on all social calls; that 
he cancelled repeat engagements in 
Detroit and Chicago: and that he 
assumed a dominating attitude after 
Signing a managerial contract. 

Miss Keith does admit that Parr 
was instrumental ift exploiting her 
talents and establishing her career, 
but claims his subsequent acts 
breached the deal. Parr signed a 
five-year contract with her on April | 
1, 1940, and since then she has| 
earned $8,000, giving him $1.200 due | 
on a 15% commission. He claims he | 





advanced her $5,400 on personal | 
loans and wants $6,000 for the 
breach, 





Corbett Conscripted 
Detroit, Feb. 11. 
Wally Corbett, of the dance team 
of Corbett and Lorraine, current at 
Saks Show Bar, goes into the U. S. 
army following the act’s date here. 
Miss Lorraine will do a solo act 
while her partner is doing his year’s | 
hitch for Uncle Sam, 


Places Her Faith 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 

In a publicity tieup in con- 
junction with her recent appear- 
ance at the Minneapolis theatre. 
Sally Rand addressed the Min- 
neapolis Police Federation, ad- 
vising the cops on how to per- 
form their duties. 

Subject was, ‘How Police Best 
Can Supplement Work of Heaven 
in Protecting the Working Girl.’ 











‘Ciggie Girl, 17, Causes 


Conviction of Det. Nitery 
Op; $2 for Concession 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 
After taking only one look at girl- 
ish Betty Ann Ludwig, Judge 
George T. Murphy here found 
Sammy Sofferin guilty of employ- 
ing a minor in his downtown cab- 





| aret, the Wonder Bar. Sofferin had 
| contended that the girl had told him 


she was 21, but the judge decided 
the police were right in maintain- 
ing she was 17. 

The case also brought to light that 
on the payment of $2 a week to Sof- 
ferin Miss Ludwig had the cigaret 
concession and was entitled to sell 
smokes for whatever the traffic 
would bear. Sofferin tried to ease 
the penalty on himself by pointing 
out that the girl previously had been 
employed by Lester Gruber in his 
London Chop House, another down- 
town nitery, but the edge went off 
that when it was disclosed that 
Gruber had fired the girl when she 
failed to produce a birth record. 

It* was Sofferin’s latest brush with 
the law, which less than a year ago 


| Shut his Powatan Club after a light- 


fingered bank cashier named the 
spot as one in which he had dropped 
thousands of dollars gambling, and 
also on charges that drinks were 


| sold after the 2 a.m. closing law. The 
| new offense also will result in Sof- | 


ferin’s being held up on a state 
charge, as well as the city ordinance, 
for the employment of a minor. 


| Charges will also be preferred be- 
| fore the Liquor Commission. He will 


be sentenced in the city court Fri- 
day (14). 


2 MORE BLUENOSES 





GET JAIL SENTENCES 





Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 
D. R. Winchester and Bruce Pogue, 


two former investigators for the Rev. | 


H. J. Saltau, head of the Law En- 
forcement league, which has clamped 
the lid down here, were sentenced 
in district court to one year in the 


state reformatory for perjury. 
Pogue’s sentence was stayed, how- 


ever, and he was placed on probation 
for a year. 

The Rev. Saltau himself was re- 
cently found guilty by a district 
court jury of perjury in connection 
with his activities and is under sen- 
tence of one year in prison. His 
commitment was stayed for 40 days 
to permit appeal. 

Several other Law Enforcement 
league investigators have been in- 
volved in extortion charges. 


Western Vaude Time 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Paul Savoy, of Coast-to-Coast 
agency, here from Salt Lake City to 
sew up the Earl Carroll ‘Vanities’ 
f five-day booking, en route east, 


ror 


announced acquisition of approxi- 
mately four weeks of vaude play- 
ing time in the Salt Lake region 


Towns include Salt Lake, Logan and 


Ogden in Utah. and Bocatello, Twin 
Falls, Idaho Falls and Pinney in 
Idaho. 


In addition, Savoy is able to offer 
turns 
spots in the area, plus four weeks of 
playing time in and around Denver. 
‘Vanities’ opened (8) 
theatre in Salt Lake City. 





15c Bargain 


Minneapolis. Feb. 11. 
Gayety. former home of burlesque 
here and now a 10c subsequent-run 


| double feature house, is using vaude- 


ville three nights a week, with ad- 


mission boosted to 15c on these oc- | 
five | 
| vaudeville acts, locally booked. two 


casions. For 15c patrons see 
features and numerous shorts. Four 
union stage hands and. five union 
musicians receive $9 a piece per 
night. 

Two other downtown 
Minnesota and Orpheum, also 


using stage shows regularly now. 


are 


about 10 weeks of night club! 


at the Lake} 


houses, | 





Chi Bookings 


Chicago, Feb. 11. 
Set for the stage of the Balaban & 
Katz Chicago week following the 
Phil Spitalny orch, which opens Fri- 
day (14), are Jane Froman and the 
Matty Malneck orch. Earl Carroll’s 
‘Vanities’ unit comes in Feb. 28. 
Across the street, the State-Lake 
has set Harry Howard’s ‘Interna- 
tional Casino’ unit for Feb. 21 and 
the Ray Herbeck orch for Feb. 28. 


WILBY - KINCEY 
VAUDE ON 
UPBEAT 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 11. 


Vaudeville is enjoying its best sea- 
son in six years on the Wilby- 
Kincey circuit, which covers 150 
theatres in southeastern states, ac- 
cording to T. D. Kemp, Jr., booker. 
At. present 25 units, averaging 
around 25 persons to the unit, are 
playing dates on the circuit, which 
extends from West Virginia to 
Florida. Kemp now is offering 10 
weeks of solid booking, sometimes 
augmented by additional booking in 
Florida on the Sparks circuit. 

A number of theatres on the cir- 
cuit have extended vaude engage- 
|ments. The National theatre in 
| Richmond goes to a full week of 
| vaudeville on Feb. 20, while the 
| Granby, Norfolk, hypoed by sailor 
| patronage, goes to a full week 
| March 1. 

; upped its policy te showing units 
every Friday and Saturday instead 
of on alternate weeks beginning last 
week. 
| Units now playing in the territory 
include Joe Karston’s ‘Studio Scan- 
dals,; DeWolfe & Paige’s ‘Midnight 
in Miami,; Nick Boila’s ‘Bring on 
the Girls’; June Carr’s ‘Parisian 
Creations’; Ed Gardiner’s ‘Sensations 
of 1941’; Nick Boila’s ‘Tropical Fol- 
lies’; Harry Clark’s ‘Red Hot and 
| Lovely’; Anton Scibilia’s ‘Follies 

Caprice’: Clyde Jordan’s ‘Crazy 
Show of 1941’; Frank Taylor’s, ‘Re- 
view Glorified’; George McCall’s 
‘Hollywood Revue’; Matty Rosen’s 
‘Oomph in Swingtime’ with Fifi 
D’Orsay and Lee Dixon, and Bobby 
Morris’ ‘American Jamboree.’ Bands 
now playing in the territory include 
Little Jack Little, Will Bradley and 
Jack Teagarden. Bands booked for 
the near future are Enoch Light, 
Charlie Barnet and Don Bestor. 

















Cover Up the Booze, 


| Boys, Somebody May 
| Want to Buy a Drink 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 

Missouri taverns must shroud the 
liquor from the sight of potential 
customers during the hours in which 
its sale is prohibited, according to an 
edict issued last week by C. R. Noel, 
State Liquor Supervisor. 

‘The idea,’ said Chief Clerk Wal- 
lace I. Bowers from his Jefferson 
City office, ‘is that there will not be 
the likelihood of illegal sales if in- 


The Broadway, Charlotte, | 








HADDOCK FIRED AS AGVA EXEC. SEC.; 
SUCCESSOR TO BE NAMED SHORTLY 





Action Taken by Joint Meeting of Union’s National 


Board and Executive 
Been Focal Point in 


Committee—Official Had 
Row 


2 





v 


Who’s Copping? 


Minneapolis, Feb. 11. 
Local theatregoers who at- 
tend both the Orpheum and Min- 
nesota theatres these days are 
wondering if the same material 
writers are supplying identical 
stuff for more than one perform- 
er, or whether there’s just some 
dirty work at the crossroads. 
The ‘fun and fanny’ gag is 
being pulled at two theatres cur- 
rently. Ben Blue uses it at the 
Orpheum and Sid Tomack and 
the Reis brothers at the Minne- 
sota. Last week at the Orpheum 
the Three Stooges used the one 
about being a gossip in a hos- 
pital. Currently, Blue spills it 
at the same showhouse. 


Gerrits Files $50,000 
Suit Vs. Lew Parker 
For Act Infringement 














Lew Parker has been served in a 
$50,000 damage suit begun against 
him in New York supreme court, 
by Paul Gerrits, charging Parker 
with infringing on material Gerrits 
owns and used in the show ‘All in 
Fun.’ Papers were e served on 
Parker, Wednesday (5). At the 
same time the comedian was notified 
of a hearing set for Feb. 17 on an 
application for an injunction to re- 
strain him from further use of the 
material. Gerrits’ counsel is Gold- 
farb, Mirenburg & Vallon. 

Loew’s State theatre, New York, 
where Parker played and used the 
disputed lines last week, was not 
mentioned in the suit at all. 

Gerrits claims that Parker lifted 
and used a!most bodily a_ sketch, 


‘Neurosis,’ he did in ‘All in Fun,’ 
which was written by Virginia 
Faulkner. After the show closed 


Gerrits bought the rights to the ma- 
terial from Miss Faulkner. 





‘SET UP INTACT SHOWS 
FOR HOTELS, NITERIES 





Art & Bob Weems, talent agency 


|in Chicago, has begun building unit 


| shows, 


complete from band to 
dancing line, for hotel rooms and 
nitery floors. Two units have thus 


|far been put together, the first one 


| Bros. 


toxicants cannot be seen by persons 


who remain in places of business be- 


yond the legal closing.’ 


VAUDE OUT OF FOX, 
ST. L., AFTER 14 WKS. 


St. Louis, Feb. 11. 
Vaudfilm policy at the Fox, Fan- 


town, has been dropped after 14 


|said unavailability of shows sought 
is the reason. Glenn Miller’s band 


is skedded for a one-week stand 


ment has been made whether any 


| 


|midtown Hotel Senator. 


chon & Marco’s 5,000-seater in mid- | 


currently rehearsing for a Friday 
(14) opening of a four-week stretch 
at the Nicollet hotel, Minneapolis. It 
consist of Billy Baer’s band, Lathrop 
and Virginia Lee, Rica Mar- 
tine, Latin singer-dancer; Allan Car- 
ney, imitator, and Thelma Marland, 
rhythm singer. ; 

Second lineup, also in rehearsal, 
is to go into the Lookout House, 
Cftncinnati, Feb. 18. It’s made up of 
Henry Senne’s band, Mayfair Man- 


nequins (eight showgirls), Three 
Freshmen, comedy trio; Jack and 
Jill Warner, dance duo, and Guy | 


Churney, 


Police Raid Philly Nitery 
For Sunday Booze Sales 


m.c. and singer. 


Feb. 11. 
The opening gun in a campaign by 
police to end Sabbath sale of liquor 
(9) with a 
raid on the Rendezvous, nitery in the 


Philadelphia, 


came early last Sunday 


pers crashed the place at 5 a.m. and 


one of them announced over the 


| mike that ‘the joint is pinched.’ 
weeks and Clyde Brown, manager, | 


starting March 29, but no announce- | 


other band or stage units will follow. | 


| Biz was usually good on Friday, 
| Saturday and Sunday when the 

combo policy was in force, but it 
| dropped off during the rest of the 
| week. 


Patrons were allowed to leave, but 
the cops arrested Irvin Wolf, opera- 


tor of the spot; members of a three- | 


piece ensemble; the 
vocal quartet; a 
nine bartenders and waiters. 

Up to now virtually all raids for 
Sabbath liquor sales in niteries have 
been made by agents of the State 
Liquor Control Board, which has ac- 
cused local police of winking at vio- 
lations. 


Four Blues, 
girl 


a 
and 


Four cop- | 


Hoyt Haddock was. dismissed 
Monday (16) as national executive 
secretary of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. Action was taken 
by a joint meeting of AGVA'’s na- 
tional board and the recently set 
up executive committee. 

No successor had been chosen up 
to yesterday afternoon (Tuesday), 
but it’s probable that one will be 
named before the week is out. 

Haddock, a non-actor brought into 
AGVA more than a year ago from 
outside labor unions, notably the 
National Maritime Union, telegra- 
phers and oil workers, has been the 
focal point of an AGVA storm for 
many months. Criticism was first 
levelled at him because of his lack of 
knowledge of the show business, (2) 
because AGVA was put in an un- 
favorable light when Congressman 
William P. Lambertson (Kansas) 
named Haddock in the Congressional 
Record as a Communist, (3) because 
he consistently sided with the ‘radi- 
cal’ faction in AGVA’s N. Y. local, 
(4) because he ordered AGVA'’s De- 
troit representative, Lee Golden, to 
have AGVA members walk out in a 
sympathy strike with the porters’ 
union at the Michigan theatre there 
New Year’s Eve. Latter was done 
without the knowledge or okay of 
AGVA’s board or officers. Dewey 
Barto, president of AGVA, re- 
'scinded Haddock’s order before a 
walkout. 

Haddock put himself in a more un- 
favorable light the past few weeks 
when he tried to discredit Barto, 
who, though working in ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’, has been giving AGVA virtually 
|all of his spare time. Barto was 
chiefly responsible in almost entirely 
eliminating the ‘radical’ element 
from official and paid positions with 
AGVA, and also in getting the 
first vaude-nitery union closedshop 
agreement with N. Y. vaudfilm the- 
atres, 

While not so stated officially, it 
was evident a couple of weeks ago 
|that an attempt was made to fore- 
stall Haddock’s dismissal. A meet- 
ing of midwest lotal executive secre- 
taries was set for Toledo, and which 
Haddock attended. It was there pro- 
posed that Haddock be given a ‘vote 
of confidence’ and passed, but why 
this was asked at a purely business 
meeting has not been made clear. 

Haddock was brought into the 
AGVA setup after three executive 
secretaries, Maida Reade, Dorothy 
Bryant and Jean Muir, lasted brief 
tenures of office. Henry Jaffe, at- 
| torney for the American Federation 
of Actors and the American Guild of 
| Musical Artists, recommended him, 
on the basis of reports he had re- 
| ceived from outsiders familiar with 
union affairs. Jaffe resigned as 
AGVA’s counsel last week because 
the press of work for AFRA and 
AGMA did not allow him time to 
handle the multiple routine matters 
of AGVA. 


SALE OF ATLANTIC CITY 
STEEL PIER IS COLD 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 
A deal that would have meant a 
witch in operators of the Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, has gone cold. Lead- 











ing bidders for the pier were Ben 
Rubin and George Hamid, as part- 
ners. Hamid the past few years has 


| operated the Million Dollar Pier at 
Atlantic City in competition to Steel 
Pier. Operator of Steel Pier is 
George Cravatt, one of Atlantic 
City’s biggest realty holders. 

Gravatt has operated the Steel 
Pier for many years, with Eddie 
Sherman booking the bands and tal- 
ent for the many amusement niches 
of the huge enterprise. 


| 





| Bruz Fietcher Suicides 





| 
Hollywood, Feb. 11. 

Stoughton J. (‘Bruz’) Fletcher, 35, 
nitery entertainer, suicided by mon- 
oxide gas in his garage on Feb. 8 at 
Tarzana, near Hollywood 

Friends say Fletcher was despond- 
ent over inability to find work, al- 
though for a time he was quite a 
{click at the Club Bali here. 
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Equity Gets Supervision of Army 
Camp Shows; Private Organization 
Seeks $1,000,000 for Entertainment 























| . 
| Stokowski 
L eentontinan’ from page — 


| sponsive to his directions and sullen | 
'to his personally. He added he had | 


no desire to appear with the organi- 
zation again. Relations between the 
Philharmonic and Stoki'’s Philadel- 
phia orchestra had previously been | 
friendly, but thereafter they were 
— more or less distant. Arturo Tosca- 





Equity has been designated to su- | 
pervise the presentation of profes- 
sional shows in the army’s training 
camps by the Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America. So far Wash- 
ington has not given the subject of 
entertaining trainees serious con- | 
sideration, primary activity being to 
get the men to the camps, but it is 
indicated that the entertainment ac- | 
tivities will operate through the 
army's morale department. 

There however, a civilian or- 
ganization known as the Friends of | 


1s, 


the New York Soldiers and Sailors, | ganizations, 


headed by Thomas J. Watson, which | 
has entertainment for trainees as its | 


objective. It is hoped to raise $1,000,- 
000 for that purpose, principally | 
through membership — subscription. | 


At a meeting of the Friends held at | 
the Plaza hotel, N.Y., Thursday (6), | 


which drew 600 persons, plans were 
outlined. Most of the assemblage 
were socialites, but a number of 
representative 
hand and spoke. 
Brock Pemberton introduced the 
theatre people, among them Bert Ly- 


tell, president of- Equity, who stated | 


that the experience during the first 
World War was that men in camps 
distinctly preferred professional 
shows and that amateur _per- 
formances participated 
soldiers was secondary. 
ures that one-set shows could 


Lytell fig- 
be 


toured through the camps success-| guecessful 


fully for an admission of 25c, as 
there would be no theatre overhead. 

It will be necessary to erect build- 
ings with stage equipment for such 
performances and the Friends may 


direct most of its efforts in that di-| she is penciled in for a picture as- 
rection. When plans are further de- | signment. 
veloped, it is likely that Equity will | year. 

make special regulations as to mini- | 


showmen were on)| 





in by the) 


| la 





|near future. 


| Holt 


| while pictures and radio will be fac- 


| should be paramount. 


| providing facilities for performances. 
| Drive for funds will include a but- 


nini, at that time regular Philhar- 
monic conductor, had made a few 
guest appearances with the Philadel- 
phia orchestra, but discontinued the 
visits. Arthur Judson, general man- 
ager of both orchestras, continued | 
both connections for some time, but | 
was finally forced to resign the 
Philadelphia post under oblique pres- 
| sure from Stokowski. He continues 
as business head of the Philharmonic. 


A Charm Boy 


Those who know Stokowski believe 
|that when he returns to the Phil- , 
ton campaign for small contributions. | harmonic next season he will be able , 
Cooperation of existing welfare or-| to win over any of the men who still 
such as the Y.M.C.A,/ retain animosity from the old 
Knights of Columbus and the Jewish | squabble. He has an enormously 
Welfare, will be sought. persuasive personality when he cares 


= = to exert it. Also, his prestige, as a 
Saranac Lake 


Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett, Emily 
is the representative 
for the Four A’s. while Equity’s 
committee made up of Maida 
Reade and John Lorenz. 

General idea of the professionals 
in the civilian organization is that 


gan, 
veneral 


IS 


tors in the camps, stage performers 
Buildings ex- 
pected to be built will be used as 
clubs for the trainees in addition to} 


{ 
' 
{ 
| 
| 





| 














Iris Gabrielle left the Colony for 
New York, then to Hollywood, where 


result of film appearances and his | 

spectacularly successful U. S. and | 

foreign tours, gives him much | 

greater authority than when he last 

By Happy Benway appeared with the Philharmonic. 

Saranac Lake, Feb. 11. Among musicians, almost all top- 

u in % anna notch conductors are regarded as 

Max Smallens, who Sa ~ martinets. The attitude of the men 
here for a long time, got the 80-| of the orchestras frequently varies 
home’ okay. __|from bitter hatred to virtual wor- 
Margie Regan, Jimmy Johnston's) ship. When he was full-time con- 
ex-secretary, is flashing a mess of | ductor of the Philadelphia orchestra, 
real good reports. Stoki was disliked and feared by his 
Monroe Coleman, who is still abed; men, but even those who disliked 
after that serious operation, has just; him most respected his musical tal- 
been told by his medico that he will |ent. It was universally>said that the 
soon be up and working in the san’s | orchestra played for him as it did for 

» no other conductor. | 
Harry (Stuart and) Martin is @) ‘Toscanini, also a conductor of ex- 

11 pneumo-thorax patient.) plosive temperament, is nevertheless | 

Dr. Wariner Woodruff is eyeing him | generally liked and respected by his 
for that pneumolysis operation in the | men, Koussevitzky, one of the few 
leading conductors who is not a 

martinet, has a unique relationship 

— he orchestra men. He is re- 
; | ported to be patient and generall 

Made the grade in one| kindly during rehearsals, yen 

| like Toscanini and Stokowski he is a | 

For 15 years Alice Carman has! demon for perfection. The men not | 





mum pay. Professional camp shows | been fighting operations, etc., and| only respect him—they adore him. 


would greatly help the unemploy-|a cheerful missive might pack a big- 
ment problem in the actor unions, | ger wallop than a medico’s pill. She 


it is believed. 
Other Speakers 
Among those who also addressed 











is at the Will Rogers hospital. 
Robert H. Cosgrove, who was 
with the ‘Merry Wives of Windsor,’ | 
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Ralph Maurice’s 3 Mos. | 
In Jail on U.S. Tax Beef 


Newark, Feb. 11. 

Maurice Abraham, alias Rulph 
Maurice, operator of the Ross-F’en- 
ton Farms, New Jersey roadhouse, 
was sentenced to three months in 
prison and fined $2,000 on Friday 
(7) by Federal Judge Thomas Glyn 
Walker in the Newark federal 
court. Abraham had pleaded guilty | 
to charges of evasion of income tax 
returns for the years 1938-39. 

Actually the Government charge 
had been based on the fact that the 
corporation books had been de- 
stroyed and scattered for those 
years and not available to the Treas- | 
ury department. Abraham, however, | 
had failed to file returns for those 
years. 








|ing up the street. 


Met Op’s Loss j= 














B’way Cleanup 
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Way of undesirable’ characters, | 
honky-tonks, etc. Christenberry is' 
being assured of 100% cooperation 
by theatre managers not only on the 
drive itself to clear Broadway of! 
wrong characters but also in pretty- 





| ary, 
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shutout the slot machines. Reason 
for the sudden quietus on this front 
is reported in authoritative quarters 
as the result of a top operator imply- 
ing that he was well connected with 
a recently elected state official. The 
rumor that this operator was getting 
machines placed by guaranteeing 
protection reached capital ears and 
the machines were promptly stilled. 

Chairman Alex Balfe, representing 


| the State Racing Commission, also en- 


tered the picture this week by order- 


|ing all hand books closed during the 


remainder of the racing season. This 
is in deference to the local tracks 
whose handle this year has been 
consistently under last season. This 
is a standard routine every Febru- 
and receives just about that 
much attention. 


Only issue receiving serious atten- 
tion from both police and operators 
are series of stickups during the past 
week. On two occasions leg men 
running cash from locally owned 
spots have been relieved of their 
burden, and number of robberies and 
holdups are reported daily. 


Only One Nitery Foldup 
To date, only one nitery has folded, 


| although it has been rumored that 


One of the objectives is to get all, a number are on the verge. Closing 


theatres to eliminate flags, bunting, | 
valances, and the like which suggest | 
a Coney Island atmosphere. Another | 
is to try to induce realty owners to. 
exercise greater caution in the mak- 
ing of leases and a compaign to get’ 
cheaper bars, cafeteries, fruit-juice. 
stands, ete, to veer away from 
circusy ‘house fronts’ where possible. | 











Jessel 
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is the former New York mayor, 
Jimmy Walker. | 

When called upon to rave about | 
a person whom he has never met 
until that evening, Jessel revealed | 
his stock opening remarks: ‘This is 
an evening to be remembered, and 
a memory to conjure with. 

‘People think I’ve known the guest 
of honor for years and yet I don’t 
know what I’m saying,’ Jessel con- 
tinued. ‘It just sounds impressive 


the gathering of Friends were Irving 
Berlin and Ole Olsen. Lieut. Gen- 
eral Hugh A. Drum explained that 


| featuring Mrs. William Faversham, | 


| and whose father clowned for Bar-| wegian soprano’s Elizabeth is not one | Roberts’ latest book. 
{num & Bailey for years, is now) of her best roles. 


‘Everybody should read Kenneth 
‘Oliver Wis- 
| well,’ if one wants to obtain plenty 











trainees from New York are scat- 
tered in camps all over the map and 
that therefore the Friends’ activities 
should not be confined to any specific 
territory. Also introduced were 
Mayor La Guardia, 
Clark H. 
William Ottman, representing Gov- 
ernor Lehman, and Lawrence Tib- 
bett, who led the meeting in singing 


*The Star Spangled Banner’ at the | health: ditto Hazel Smith. 


finale. 


James J. Blaine, a banker, heads | greetings from Harry Leyton. | 
There were | 
several committees named, but it is| here for checkup and then railroad- | 


the financial committee. 


likely they will be merged for ef- 
ficiency. Committee people 
Antoinette Perry, Mrs. 
Ames Pemberton, Mrs. Junius Mor- 


are 


| 


} 


Rear Admiral | 
Woodward, Major Gen. | 


| 


Winthrop | hospital. 


progressing at the Will Rogers. Friday afternoon (7), the season’s 


Jack Altree, Jimmy Plunkett, Sey-/| only ‘Das Rheingold,’ drew near ca- | again, one can explain to a for- | 


more Grill, Oscar Price, Milton| pacity with a gross of $14,500 
Weeks, Eddie Dowd, Frank Cather-| profit of $2,000" — oe 


ing, Eddie Vogt, Francis Roth, Mar-| Friday evening (7) 
tha Gill and Carl Kern are improv-| first ‘L’Amore Dei Tre Re,’ 
ing and taking up vocational train-/| Grace Moore taking over the role of 
ing, which is another feather in Dr.| Fiora, and Italo Montemezzi the 
George Wilson's hat. composer conducting, drew: a house 

Peggy McCarthy has shown won-/ of about $11,000; a loss of $1,500 | 
derful comeback towards good | Saturday afternoon (8), ‘Tristan 
| Und Isolde’ with the tireless Flagsted | 
jand Melchior sold out completely at | 
$15,500; a profit of $3,500. 


From Hamilton, Scotland, comes 


Paul Clark, clown roller-skater, | 


ed back tc Rutland Heights, Mass. 


, ’| appearan seas i in | 
for an ceoning siege at the Vet’ ppearance of the season, Tibbett in | 


S| the title role, and Josephine Tuminia, 


‘z li = . ee 
Celle 0 theese whe dco California coloratura, making her de 
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turn away several hundred would- 
be standees. Net profit about $1,000. 

The soprano exhibited about the 
best voice of any coloraturas to make 
their debut after Lily Pons, even 
though the voice itself was small. 
Her technique was excellent, and the 
sustained ‘E’ at the conclusion of 
‘Caro Nome’ won her an ovation. 
Built along the same lines as Miss 
Pons, the 25-year-old Californian 
should fill a much needed gap in the 


company’s roster. 


acts on the record sale of a particu- | 
lar melody. During January best | 
selling Columbia and Okeh labels 
were except for one or two ASCAP 
songs, made up entirely of BMI 
numbers. Company made more and 
more BMI grooved records as a re- 
sult, 

Victor’s best selling lists were just 
the opposite. On their Victor and 





| 
j 
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Bluebird labels ‘Frenesi’ was the | 
only BMI click in evidence. But | 
Victor soon changed its stance when 
it found sales skidding—that record 
buyers wanted the tunes that were 
being heard on the air. As a result 
Victor is reported to have leaned so 
far toward BMI it recently refused 
to allow one of its top bands to re- | 
cord an ASCAP number. And that 
band can normally record practically | 
what it pleases. | 








but, sold out at a $4 top grossing | 
$10,000, and the house was forced to | 





|ordered them around as such. 


of subject matter to discuss. Then 


eigner who has read the book, that 
contrary to what Roberts wrote, our 


the season’s | heroes were not villains; that Wash- | 
with | 


ington was not a snob or Hancock 
a bum.’ 

Jessel remarked that history was 
repeating itself in his own life in| 
commenting on the barring of his 
wife from appearing at a Boston 
night club because she was only 16. 
Some 30 years ago he was barred 


; 2 |from the old B. F. Keith’s theatre, 
Saturday evening (8), ‘Rigoletto’ | Boston, while appearing in Gus Ed- 
with Jussi Bjoerling making his iast | ward’s Song Revue, because he was 


only 11 years old, despite the fact 
that he wore long pants to shield 
his youth. 

When he admitted never having 
seen a football game, the Harvard 
boys promptly invited Jessel to the | 
opener next September. 


| TA’s New Deal 
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officials in Washington at the Presi- 
dent’s charity affairs recently. Some 
of the performers who made as 
many as 17 personal appearances at 
various events, claim they were not 


| invited to the White House luncheon | 


or other affairs; also that some of 


those connected with the Fund 
treated them as though they were 
servants rather than actors, and 


One performer familiar with what 
happened stated that many of the 
actors were especially burned up by | 
the abuse hurled at Deanna Durbin 
from Baltimore, where, unauthor- | 
ized, the young star had been billed 


|glum over the number 


of Singapore Sadie’s was a foregone 
conclusion from the start, and cre- 
ated no surprise. Other establish- 
ments are reporting a sizable in- 
crease in attendance this week and 
are jubilant over the prospect of re- 
couping some of their losses. Al- 
though the Beachcomber, Royal 
Palm, Latin Quarter and Colonial 
Inn have been immediate clicks, 
heavy operating nuts have kept most 
of them in the red. Latin Quarter 
and the Beachcomber are the only 
two that have anywhere near broken 
even. Neither of these spots have a 
casino, 
Hotels Glum, But Hopeful 

On the hotel front, managers are 
of vacant 
and rates are being drasti- 
re-shuffled in the hope of 


rooms, 
cally 


| snaring many who ordinary would 


seek a less costly address. 
new hostelries in action, 


ample reason to 


With 41 
there is 
complain, but 


|rumors that any of the major hotels 


d leaves everyone happy, so what's | 
the difference? 


have shuttered are entirely false. 
Oddly enough many operators feel 
that there is still a chance to score, 
and are working diligently to help 
counteract impression that town is 
full and rates are high. 

Local opinion is that with good 
weather and word getting around 


| that rates are down and accommoda- 


| don't run your 


tions plentiful, this locality may yet 
salvage some of the wreck of the 
1941 season. 


‘Revenge’ Raids 

Acting on a warrant obtained by 
J. Fritz Gordon, attorney for Sam 
‘Gameboy’ Miller, operator of the 
raided gambling concession at Slap- 
sie Maxie’s, sheriff's deputies early 
Wednesday (5) raided the swank 
Royal Palm and Esquire Club im 
downtown Miami, arresting eight al- 
leged operators and confiscating $19,- 
500 and all equipment in the gaming 
rooms. Around 1,500 persons were 
in the Royal Palm, but were not held 
for questioning. 

Immediately followiu.g the raids, 
orders were issued by Joseph Con- 


| dermann, chief deputy sheriff from 


the State Racing Commission, for the 
shutting down of the lucrative bingo 
games, which have been flourishing 
all over town. Spot most affected by 
this move is the Terrace Club, where 
as many as 3,500 persons have been 
gathering nightly, and the slot ma- 
chine play is so heavy a mechanic is 
kept on contsant duty. 

Fact that Miller and his partner, 
Percy Hunter, are not members of 
the so-called local syndicate operat- 
ing Miami’s organized gambling, and 
that their attorney secured the war- 
rants which forced the raids on the 


| Royal Palm and Esquire, both of 


which are ‘syndicate-controlled,’ led 
to the report of some quarters that 
boys had adopted an ‘if our spots 
spots don’t run 
either’ attitude. 

This was vigorously denied by 


to appear at the Fifth Regiment} Hunter and Gordon. 


Armory Ball. Miss Durbin, who had | 
already made 14 appearances in’ 
Washington, complied with her, 
mother’s advice not to chance a hur- | 
ried plane or auto trip to Balto with | 


the result that Baltimore burned up. | 
| 





Benny Shawker, drummer with 
Alvino Rey, shifting to Charlie 
Spivak’s new band at Glen Island. 
Casino, New York. Rey is at Rustic. 
Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J. Spi- 
vak is also taking on a new singer, | 


Kitty McLane. } 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


*The Last Time I Saw Paris,’ by 
Leon Leonidoff, with Paul Haakon, 





Robert Shanley, George Meyer, 
Loren Hollenbeck, Henry Calvin, 
Rockettes, Choral Ensemble; ‘Ari- 


zona’ (Col), reviewed in VARIETY. 


Some of the Music Hall's severest 


critics may be a little less severe 
this week. This is because only a 
scrooge-hearted viper can remain 


unmoved in the presence of the emo- 
tional suggestions of the Kern- 
Hammerstein song, “The Last Time 
I Saw Paris,’ which is projected this 
week on the giant stage as a com- 


bination prolog-epilog to form a 
sandwich for a_ slice of Moulin 
Rouge, a sprinkling of provincial 


France and a glimpse of the Champs . 


Elysees. 

Poignant is the word for the song. 
As a springboard for a Music Hall 
stage show its poignancy, with the 
Rockettes to come, is certainly prom- 
ising. And on the whole most spec- 
tators will follow the scenes warmly 
and be glad to accept stager Le 
Leonidoff on his own terms. Strains 
of ‘La Marsellaise’ haven't lost any 
of their heart-tug because of what 
happened last June. So perhaps 
even Mr. Scrooge is a pushover this 
week. Who can hold out on Paris? 

What may be more significant is 
that with ‘The Last Time I Saw 
Paris’ shut off the air by the music 
war, the songplugging aspects of the 
Music Hall production are under- 
scored. Pop songs frequently have 
made good motif material for film 
house divertissments. This one 
especially appropriate because it’s 
both topical and exploitable, allow- 
ing the Music Hall to recall that in 
1937 the Rockettes went to Paris to 
hoof themselves a Grand Prix. So 
there is a little polite Van Schmus 
ballyhoo on top of color, of music, 
of a story-picture in lyrics and chan- 
deliers and of poignancy. These in- 
volved remar may be freely 
translated as an enthusiastic reaction 
to the stage show. 

The can-can is strutted by the 
ballet, the Rockettes parade down a 
fabulous staircase fading off into 
infinity, the choral ensemble parades 
on in provincial costumes (at 
“gp they look a bit German—a 

it confusing!) But the whole thing 
makes sense, being held together by 
the song. 

Paul Haakon has a minor oppor- 
tunity but. as usual, his skill as a 
dancer stands out. There are several 
good voices heard solo. Land. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


nm 


first 


Minneapolis. Feb. 8 
Rollie Altmeyer, House Orch (15), 
Jackie Heller, Consola and Melha 
Bob Bromley, Anita Louise, Sid 
Tomack and Reis Bros. (3); ‘Bowery 
Boy’ (Rep). 





This is a nifty presentation, with , 
five first-rate acts working in front) 
of the house band. For names there 
are Anita Louise and Jackie Heller, 
both of whom contribute much to 
the layout. Music, song, dancing and 
comedy blend agreeably and the re- 
sultant entertainment concoction 
stands forth as another big buv for 
28c. to 6 p.m. and 39c. thereafter 
How the public can pass this up here 
mystifies, but the fact remains it’s 
doing so, indicating, of course. that. 
except in isolated cases, the screen 
fare almost alone courts at local 
boxoffices. In this instance the pic- 
ture happens to be on the debit b.o. 
side and empty seats are the conse- 
quence, despite the diverting 60 min- 
utes of stage performance. 

Rollie Altmeyer, house organist. 
contributes a medley of pop number 
for a starter and then. after a film 
short, the stage show gets going with 
Heller, as emcee, taking charge. Neat 
staging and lighting mark the suf- 


ficientiv fast and smooth presenta- 
tion. The nicely uniformed house 


orchestra is effectively grouped on a 
platform flanked by steps on each 
side and the backdrop, suggesting 
Venetian blinds, adds to the visual 
impression. 

Heller keeps things lively with his 
gags, stories and introductions and 
as uSual, sings energetically when it 
comes time for him to do his turn 
Familiar here because of Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace engage- 
ments, the attractive ballroom dance 
team of Consola and Melba 

lenty of class to the proceedings 
rom the _ outset. Featuring fast 
whirls, they deliver on the hoof 

There is novelty in Bob Bromley’s 
marionet act. A phonograph record, 
perfectly synchronized with the 
marionets’ movements, provides the 
background. If the device were less 
obvious and the record not scratched 
the act would click even better. For 
a finisher Bromley has a clown per- 
form on a trapeze high in the air, 

ulleys being used to manipulate the 
gure. It’s different and consider- 
ably entertaining. 

Heller, who appeared at another 
theatre here recently. does his cus- 
tomary tip-top vocal salesmanship 

with such numbers as ‘The Last 

ime I Saw Paris’ and ‘So You’re the 
One.” Medleys, comprising portions 
of pop hits, land solidly. 

The beauty of Miss Louise might 
be enough for many. Her harp 
music is pleasant and her “°rm ard 
raciousnéss completely -aptivate. 

triguing arrangements of ‘Freaesi, 


lends 
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Siar Du and a French love song 
aford fine opportunity for the dis- 
Inv of her musical talent 

The boisterousness of Sid Tomack 
and the two Reis Bros., which fol- 
lows, provides a needed contrast to 
the preceding offering and makes a 
good snapnv c’oser. The three boys 
pr show’s only fun and 


vide tne 
t r slavstick. mugging and knock- 
about tomfoolery, plus their comedy 
sinzint and dancing, meet approval 


1} 





The hillbilly stuff and burlesques on 
ventriloquism and an oldtime vaude- 
ville quartet cop plenty of laughs. 
Some of their material, however, is 
off-color and needs blue-penciling. 


A handful of people at the first 
performance opening day, Friday 
(31). Rees. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Marie Hollis, Bobby DuPont, 
Jeanne Brideson. The Smoothies (3), 
The Faludys , Gae Foster Girls, 
chorus boys, Paul Ash House Orch; 
Union’ (20th) reviewed in 
V-riety, Feb. 5. 


i 


‘Ul pe ” 
vestern 





This is a mildly diverting stage 
show. Contains no dead spots, but 
at the same time it lacks a single 


punchy act. Nor is it improved by 
the staging, which isn’t adapted to 


the requirements of the various 
turns. For no apparent reason, ai 
the acts are presented on a full 


stage and in several cases that tends 


to dwarf them. Even when the Gae 
Foster Girls and er the chorus boys 


are used to background the opening 
or closing of one of the turns the 
curtains could be closed to give the 
act a more intimate presentation 
while the ensemble is offstage. 

rie Hollis «New Acts) is the 
contor- 
2 chorus 
st on the vast 
ge the same thing goes for 
the other acts, except the Falu- 
‘(New Acts), whose teeterboard 





nr 
anc 


the 


Latter turn, incidentally, is 
presented, using a car- 
ng and a co ul utin 
Gae Foster , 
ys to ‘Londonderry Ai 


I Girls 





orf 


22 


. Mary’s, 
with ‘St 
chorus of 


lso, playing 
tune with hand- 
bells of various tones. 

nne Brideson makes 
ntrance from stage rear and 
plays two concert selections on 
the violin, using a microphone. First 
a trifle long, but both contain bits 
showy fingertmg and fiddling. The 


an imp0os- 


numbers in their harmonizing 
style familiar via radio. Bob Du- 
Pont offers his standard comedy 
juggling act. 

Entire show suffered because of 
the slim attendance at the dinner 
show caught opening night Thurs- 
day (6). Hobe. 


| 
EARLE, PHILLY | 


i 

Philadelphia, Feb. 8. | 

Sammy Kaye Orch with Tommy 

Ryan, Jimmy Brown, Arthur Wright, 

Chris Cross, Statler Twins, Kadets 

(3), Nonchalants (3); ‘Six Lessons 
from Madame Lazonga’ (U). 








Kaye's novel stunt, ‘So 
You Want to Lead a Band,’ is bring- 
in the customers in droves, and 
the results are hilariou 


ing 
stig 


Especially rib-tickling is the im- 
promptu interviewing of the amateur 
baton-wavers. At show caught the 


would-be maestros included a plumb- 
ing supply salesman with an accent; 
a pants presser; a girl secretary and 
a girl who wérked in a toilet-tissue 
fac ie F 

The bandsmen add to the fun by 
assiduously following e eccentric | 
batoneering of the amateurs with | 
weird results. Contestants are given 
a recording of the labors and win- 
ners are eligible for the finals in the 
contest to be waged at the closing 
show Thursday night. 

Kaye's crew also features a well- 


+ 


th 
til 





rounded show on its own, with 
plenty of novel innovations, includ- 
ng backdrops for different-type 
ibers and trick lighting effects. 

Opener for the band is ‘Ain't We 
Got Fun’, with vocals by the Kadets 
z my Ryan, tenor fave of the 
jukebox trade, is clicko with ‘Pretty 
Baby’ and ‘Ferryboat Serenade’ on 
his first appearance. He returns 
midway in show for three more 
numbers, all well liked, ‘Nightingale 
in Berkley Square,’ ‘Beguine’ and 


‘My Buddy.” Other vocalist is Jimmy 
Brown, who baritones ‘Five O'Clock 
Whistle’ and ‘Beat Me Daddy,’ also 
well received. 

Chris Cross’s ventriloquism act, 
aided by a couple of expressive 
woodenheads and trick lighting, goes 
over neatly. Act got plenty of palm- 
thumping and Cross had trouble 
bowing off when caught. 

Also rating tops with the pew- 
holders are the Nonchalants—three 
knockabout acrobats who combine 
their stunts with rapid-fire patter 
that’s really funny. 

The Statler Twins, blonde eyefuls, 
are standard hoofers. They do a 
fair tap and front the band in a 
conga number, which also features 
trick-lighted maracas. Arthur Wright 
dues okay vocaling ‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris.’ 

Kave handles the show and the 


rateur conductor stunt handily. 
“Touse we: capacity-filled at catching 
(Saturday afternoon). Shal. j 


| at this show, 


STATE, N. Y. 


Johnny McGee Orch with Harri-| 


son Sisters (3), Alan Gerard; Del 
Rios (3), Eunice Healey, Joan Mer- 
rill, Diamond Bros. (3); “Flight Com- 
i’ (M-G). 


man 


week has a solid 
lineup of talent with the exception 
of the Johnny McGee band, which 
not only handles tures sloppily on 
n, but shades the effectiveness 
accompanying turns which depend 
nm accurate musical backgrounding. 
Act most injured by McGee's rhythm 
setting is the dancing of Eunice Hea- 
ley; singer Joan Merrill's trilling 
doesn’t sufier as much 

McGee is still avoiding a definite 
style. His muted, sweet trumpeting 
should bellwether all his arrange- 
ments, yet he.persists in making 
mediocre reaches for such sizzlers 
as ‘Beat Me Daddy‘ and ‘One o’Clock 
Jump.’ Musicianship in his band 
simply isn't geared for such stuff 
and became painfully apparent 
at times during this runoff. Sweet 
stuff built around his horn should 
be his forte. Band gives the im- 
pression that it’s groping in the 
dark for something to which it can 
tie its kite. Leader's horn is a better 
ballast than some other outfits now 
have. McGee himself has improved 
considerably as a m.c.. but he still 
is short of being at ease when 


The State this 


its OW 
f 
t 


ea 
at 


y 
s 
s 


far sho 
not playing. 

Harrison Sisters, part of the band, 
are weak. Their harmonizing lacks 
an arranger’s touch and the blend 
of voices is unsatisfying and monot- 
onous, especially in one of the two 
tunes they use here, a piece tagged 
‘Five Guys Named Moe. Adan Ger- 
ard does much better with ‘Dream 
Valley’ and ‘Nightingale Sang in 
Berkeley Square.’ 

Del Rios’ crack routine of balanc- 
ing, much different and far above 
the level of stunts used by the aver- 
age act of this type, goes over hand- 
ily. Two fellows and girl work 
smoothiy and surely on difficult bal- 
ances, capping things with an aud- 

e-pleasing three high using the 

on the shoulders of the under- 
stander, second boy doing a hand- 
hips 


stand from her 
Miss Healey’s tapping is fresh from 
Al Jolson’s darkened ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats.” She had too much 
trouble, at this catching. with ac- 
companiments to be as effective as 
she should have been. but got off 
nicely enough regardless. Back- 
ground is much too loud to follow 
However. 


her heel and toe work. 

that’s not entirely the fault of the 
band. Mikes set up in front of the 
group are open. Dancer does two 
smooth and smartly routined bits, 
one she used in Jolson’s show. 

Few of the femme singers now 
breaking throuvh have as bright a 
future as Miss Merrill. An Al Sie- 
gel protege, working with his accom- 
paniment the last time she played 


enc 
} 

gir] 
n 


m4 


this house, Miss Merrill is doing this | 


date alone. Customers didn’t 
to let her throaty pipes rest a minute 
goings for four tunes 
hook, line and sinker. She handles 
each in clear voice packed with an- 
peal. She hits difficult and sustained 
notes with no trouble. ‘Just One of 
Those Things.” her opener, is a waste 
of time from a musical standpoint. 
‘How Did He Look.’ ‘It Must Be the 
Latin in Me’ and ‘Summertime’ fol- 
iow. 

Diamond Bros. win 
ute show in a burst 
loping of each other. 
merate 


up the 65-min- 
of whacky 
Trying to enu- 
what 


ey do is: almost as 
difficult as trying to follow some of 
it Things haopen fast when they're 


on and almost all of it is surefire in 
leugh content. Trio finish 
unison terps, Fine turn. 


off in fast, 
Wood. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Gene Krupa Orch (16), with 
Irene Day, Joey Rardin. Chuck and 
Chuckles, Andrews Sisters (3); ‘Four 
Mothers’ (WB). 


thic 


ili 


Plenty of coin in the register 


week with a healthy trio of money- 
magnets inside the house And 
probably the best of lot, according 
to the applause-meter, is the An- 
drews Sisters trio Received an 
Ovation on their entrance and then 
went on to tie up the proceedings 
with a sock _— session 9f vocal 
rhvthmics. 

With their flicker rep rapidly 


building them even above the high 
mark of their radio and recording 
Status, this threesome is a boxoffice 
and entertainment natural. They 
walloped ‘em here, and deservedly 
so, for there is no trio anywhere 
comparable with these girls. They 


| have a tonsil flavor that is outstand- 


ing and unique, and a method of sell- 
ing a song that must satisfy all types 
of audiences. 

Krupa and his orchestra moved in 
here after a long session in the base- 
ment of the Sherman house; so, their 
presence here doesn’t rate as any 
local novelty. They come up, how- 
ever, with a highly pleasing musical 
routine. Krupa’s band is well- 
founded, solid on the brass and full 
in body. Leader is developing per- 
sonally as a showman, handling him- 


self and the orchestra with a neat 
flair. At the drums Krupa is not 
only showmenly but a ~ refire work- 
man, and particularly scores with 


wal- | 


want | 


the ‘Blue Rhythm Punteey maaes, 
based on jungle drum-banging. 
Femme gore with the band is 
Irene Day who doesn’t distinguish 
self. 
ne Chuck and Chuckles are typical 
indigo hoofers and clowners, They 
have an easy manner of moving from 
one bit to another, and do well. Joey 
Rardin is a pint-sized performer who | 
imitates auto horns and does a dra- 
matic impression of James Cagney, 
whom he resembles in miniature. 
Rardin has a good manner on the 
stage and indicates a stage presence 
which is forceful and possessive. | 
With material Rardin could be a 
quality entertainment item. Gold. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Johnny Long Orch (13), H. L. 
Shockey, Bob Houston, Helen Young, 
Bill Robinson, Pat Henning & Co.} 
(2), Hollywood Blondes (4), ‘Jack 
McCoy; Shorts and Newsreels. 











This is the initial theatre engage- 
ment for Johnny Long’s band, and 
the way the crowd here went for 
his outfit indicates there will be 
plenty of additional such dates. His 
compact crew shares top honors with 
Bill Robinson, 

Long is a southpaw violinist, a 
former collegian from Duke, and 
brings a gob of the college zest along 
with him. Serves okay, too, as m.c. 
for whole show. Confines most of 
his efforts to ear-pleasing sweet tem- 
pos but swings out on one selection, 
‘One O'clock Jump.’ He features 
only H. L. Shockey among the band 
instrumentalists, latter doing slick 
trumpeting of ‘Ida.’ 

Of his singers, Helen Young is 
spotlighted, with Bob Houston a 
close.second in importance. Femme 
has been with crew for some time 
and possesses a smooth, distinct style 
of delivery which clicks neatly on 
rhythm tunes. Her best contribu- 
tions are ‘Moon Glow’ and ‘Don’t Let 
It Get You Down,’ latter with clever 
assistance from orchestra’s glee club. 
Houston tees off with ‘A Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square’ and was, 
forced to two encores, ‘I Hear a 
Rhapsody’ and ‘May I Never Love 
Again.’ Lad has the pipes. 

Long 


smartly curtails his ace 
violin tint to ‘Poor Butterfly,’ a 
cleanup. Band goes over neatly on 
‘Shanty in Old Shanty Town,’ in- 


cluding arrangements to show how 
other name bands would play it. An 
old novelty with the outfit, but slick. 
Robinson is popular as ever. He 
softshoes “Tea for Two’ and ‘I’m Tak- | 
ing My Time’ at outset. Still has the 
conception of how he would dance 
40 years from now, and finally has 
to beg off. 
Pat Henning, with Betty Rave asa 
comely stooge, garners maximum re- 
turns with his screwball comedy-'! 
dancing turn. Still uses the guitar 
for an abrupt solo but it is the un- 
expectedness of gags and swift pace 
which makes the act jell so well. 
Hollywood Blondes (New Acts) 
put over the deuce spot with the fast 
roller skating. Latter are not to be 
confused with a yesteryear song and 
dance turn of the same name. Jack 
McCoy, pantomimic, has not changed 
his original pattern since caught in 
New York recently. His imitations of 
a high school freshman at his first 
dance, then a year later, followed by 


the college freshman’s first date, 

scored heavily Wear. 
Te . 

EMBASSY, N. Y. | 

(NEWSREELS) 


That man Willkie. If ever there 
was anything indicative of a political 
builder-ur~er, that factor is empha- 


| sized on this week’s bill at the Em- 


| complete 


bassy, where the defeated Republi- 
can nominee for the presidency is on 
view in various phases of activfty 
during his looksee in London. Sel- 
dom has a defeated presidential can- 
didate remained so prominently in 
the spotlight. Would this be an 
omen, perhaps, for 1944? And ona 
Democratic ticket? The almost- 
accord manifested by 
Willkie with the policies of the New 
Deal would suggest such a turn. 

Considerable material is devoted 
to Willkie. There's the Hoosier in 
an underground shelter talking to 
the occupants, a helmet on his head; 
Willkie tossing darts and drinking in 
a London pub; Willkie and Churchill, 
Willkie and Bevin, etc., all suggest- 
ing in no uncertain*terms, as have 
the recent news headlines relevant 
to his activities, the appeal that 
Willkie is possibly making for mass 
public recognition on two continents. | 
All timely, and the result achieves 
the desired effect. 

Next in the order of importance 
are the reels showing the smashing 
victories registered by the British in 
Africa against the Italians, with the 
thousands of Italian prisoners as/ 
testimony to the powerhouse land | 
attack of the British. Par and Metro | 
share the African clips. 

Rest of the reels are humdrum, | 
with the President’s Birthday ball | 
(Fox) outstanding among. them. 
President Roosevelt, of course, con- | 
tributes his usual ‘thank-you speech 
for the nation’s contributions to the | 
infantile paralysis campaign. 

An interesting March of Timer, 
‘Uncle Sam—The Non-Belligerent,’ is 
a timely link to the straight news| 
reportage of the international situa- | 
tion, Naka. 


| House, 


| band travestying it vocally. 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Ray Noble Orch ith Larry 
Stewart and Lynn, Lee and Lou: 
Yvette, George Tapps, Joe and Jane 
McKenna; Honeymoon for Three’ 
(WB), reviewed in current issue of 





| VARIETY. 





Ray Noble’s ee has some- 
thing of the class totch that grooves 


| it for better hotels and cafes, forms a 


solid foundation for this week's stage 
show, talent on which, in addition to 
Noble‘s own people, includes Yvette, 
Joe and Jane McKenna and George 
Tapps. There's a lot of substantial 
entertainment on the show, but it 
runs a bit too long, 73 minutes. An 
even hour should be sufficient. 
Noble was lately at the Palmer 
Chicago, for a _ lengthy 
spell. On the dignified side and 
conducting without fanfare, he’s in a 
cutaway while his 15 men, none of 
whom gets unwieldy, are in tuxes. 


Band thus is considerable of a switch 


from most others, but it can get 
hot and loudish just the same. 
Especially at the end does it give 


| out on the brass, perhaps a little too 


much. 

Finishing stint, an arrangement of 
‘Hand Me Down My Walking Cane,’ 
plus a session on Noble composi- 
tions, with the bandleader at the 
piano, could be cut a few minutes. 
It embraces various bits, including a 
vocal by three lads from the orches- 
tra; others feature sections of the 
band instrumentally, Lynn, Lee and 
Lou in additional vocaling and still 
more voice-giving by Larry Stewart. 
The Lynn-Lee-Lou harmony trio of 
girls and Stewart are carried by the 
band. 

Latter two turns are on early. 
Threesome follows the opening band 
number of ‘Frenesi,’ singing ‘Five 
O'Clock Whistle,’ with a trombonist 
from the orchestra downstage with 
them as a factory worker. Stewart 
opens on a pop that could be better 
done but his ‘Down Argentina Way’ 
represents a vast improvement; he 
could do more after that, but show is 
long anyway. 

A very diverting interlude brings 
out Lynn, Lee and Lou as Japanese 
singing a number from ‘The Mikado,’ 
followed by three members of the 
In ad- 
dition to a hot swing number preced- 
ing this, Noble has a very socky ar- 
rangement of George Gershwin 
numbers in which various cogs of 
his band are featured. 

Tapps is on ahead of Yvette, click- 
ing big. His routines include a 
swank novelty softshce tap. a native 
Spanish dance (excellent), a comical 
interpretation of an old-fashioned 


|} vaude dancer and a fancy rhumba,. 


The vivacious Yvette, a blonde 
with a refreshing style, is doubling 
from the Empire Room of the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria and also is on the 
Camel cigaret airer. She opens with 
a number that is part English and 
part French. Follow-up is ‘Last 
Time I Saw Paris’ and that is also 
well sold except for the diction. A 
bit in French is thrown into the tune. 
‘Just Like Love’ on the hotter 
blues side while for a closer a song 
from ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB), 
next picture for the house, acts part- 
ly as a trailer for that pic, but cutely 
done by Yvette. 

The McKennas land strongly with 
their wacky comedy, falls, clowning, 
etc. A terrific laugh-getter Joe 
McKenna's drunk is a pip while the 
comedy adagio closing also ex- 
tremely funny. 

Harry Gourfain has given the show 
nice staging. Lighting for the sesh 
that features Noble songs is espe- 
cially good. 

Biz good on night caught (Friday). 

Char. 


1S 
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TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 8. 
Clyde McCoy Orch with Bennett 
Sisters (3) and Dick Lee; Sammy 
Campbell, Charlene Williams, Lester 
Harding, House Line; ‘Romance of 
the Rio Grande’ (20th). 


In an appearance here 
year ago the McCov 
was a definite success, 
peat is likewise well received. The 
show is neatly and compactly de- 
livered in 40 minutes, with no per- 
former allowed to wear himself out 
and the audience carried from one 
good entertainment bit swiftly to the 
next. 

Since the 30c. top admission limit 
prohibits the booming grosses neces- 
sary for the very top bands, the 
McCoy name means. considerable 
here, as his type of good, but not ex- 
tremely expensive, entertaining is a 
natural under this policy, The 
leader is confining his work strictly 
to theatre dates until the ASCAP- 
BMI feud is armisticed, and conse- 
quently his program is largely old 
faves and tunes with whose rep 
McCoy is generally associated. 

The opener is a torrid ‘Tear It 
Down,’ with Chet Lanz. giving 
specialty work on his sax, and the 
follow-up is ‘Mme La Zonga,’ the 
Bennett trio at the mike and back 
for an encore on ‘Rhumboogie.’ It’s 
a fast and rhythmic start, and the 
line keeps the pace, though not the 
rhythm, in neat costumes gliding to 
‘The Skaters’ Waltz.’ Sammy Camp- 
bell, a single, standard act. puts his 


(Continued on page 41) 
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TAN MANHATTAN 


All colored revue produced by Irvin C, 


Miller. Music, Euble Biake; lyrics, Andy 
Razaf. At the Apollo, N. ¥., week of Feb. 
7, 1941. 


‘Cast: Flournoy Miller, Nina Mae McKin- 
ney, Sally Gooding, John Vigal, Avon Long, 
Evelyn Keyes, Winnie Johnson, Alma Hub- 
bard, Creighton Thompson, Slimbo Jenkins, 
Louls Douglas Walter Moseby, Vocal 
Chorus (10), Chorus (12 girls, six boys), 
showgirls (6). 





‘Tan Manhattan’ is nifty entertain- 
ment, but not definite enough 
to its aim. Generally, it comes clos- 
est to resembling a Broadway revue 
of the ‘Blackbirds’ variety, but ob- 
viously isn’t strong enough in its 
present form for such a future. On 
the other hand, it’s too expensive 
and not angled right for the Apollo 
in Harlem, its present home, or the 
Howard, Washington, where it play- 
ed a 10-day opening engagement. It 
needs much speeding and more blat- 
ancy for the standard Negro vaude 
audience. Which leaves its future 
vague. 

Eubie Blake has provided an ex- 
cellent score, with a number of 
equally good lyrics by Andy Razaf. 
Blake will be remembered for his 
tunes for ‘Shuffle Along,’ yesteryear 
Broadway musical for which Noble 
Sissle provided lyrics (‘Wild About 
Harry,’ ete.). Another echo of ‘Shuf- 
fle Along’ is comic Flournoy Miller 
in the cast of ‘Tan Manhattan.’ Mil- 
Jer was in the 1933 revival of ‘Shuf- 
fle’ and also in the click 1921 orig- 


inal. Razaf is the co-author of 
‘Honeysuckle Rose,’ among other 
tunes. 


Major shortcoming in the way of 
making the revue a serious entry 
for Broadway consideration is the 
lack of comedy. All the skits ex- 
cept a rhyme-pattered courtroom 
scene—which is a_ pip—fatl flat. 
Even Miller's fine ability as a comic 
(John Vigal straights) can’t over- 
come complete lack of material. 
Production is also shoddy in the way 
of timing and routining to cover the 
stage waits, but needs only minor 
doctoring. Some of the costumes 
need the same, while the sets, as a 
whole, are good. Some showman 
might find in the revue a strong 
jumping-off place for a hit with a 
modest investment. As pared at the 
Apollo, show runs 90 minutes, but 
as originally planned, played two 
and a half hours. 

Stirring finale tops the presenta- 
tion, a tune with a race angle anent 
the Army’s failure to call an equal 
proportion of Negro draftees to 
white and its segregation of them in 
special regiments. It’s labeled ‘We 
Are Americans, Too’ and ranks in 
its way with ‘God Bless America.’ 
Walter Moseby sings it a bit too 
strenuously. 

Other standouts, 
courtroom number (reminiscent of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘Trial by 
Jury’) in which Vigal, Nina Mae Mc- 
Kinley and Louis Douglas are princi- 
pals, are Sally Gooding’s warbling 
and Slimbo Jenkins’ terping. Miss 
McKinney, who is starred, gets too 
much tear in her voice in a nice 
tune, ‘Say Hello to the Folks Back 
Home,’ and gets overly dramatic in 
a bad encore, ‘Nickel for a Dime.’ 

High standard of femme 
in chorus, showgirls and some of the 
principals is another asset, and is 
reminiscent of some of the lookers 
who used to populate the shows at 
the Cotton Club, N. Y. Tops among 
the pretties is Winnie Johnson, who 
dances to the singing of Avon Long. 
Line routines have the usual aban- 
don and lack of precision of colored 


aside from the 


shows but click on the enthusiasm. | 


Half-dozen chorus boys are topnotch 
terpers, incidentally. Vocal 


but is strong. Other vocalizing is 
handled by Alma Hubbard and 
Creighton Thompson. Evelyn Keyes 
does a single tap number with pleas- 
ing ease. 


Blake batons in the pit. Herb. 


Oomph In Swingtime 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 
Charlotte, N..C., Feb. 7. 
Fifi D’Orsay, Lee Dixon, Williams 
Bros. and Marie Bartell, Jack Horner, 
Ann Dupont and band (10); Charter 
Pilot (20th). 


‘Oomph in Swingtime’ is sold 
chiefly on the strength of the names 
of Fifi D’Orsay and Lee Dixon, and 
both give good accounts of them- 
selves, 

Minus line, show opens with Jack 
Horner’s marionet act, in which he 
proves himself a deft string-puller 
in a standard puppet act. He is fol- 
lowed by the Ritz brotherish Wil- 
liams Bros. in a drunk turn with a 
manikin, Marie Bartell. 
give a demonstration of solid comic 
adagio that registers strong. Miss 
Bartell takes an awful manhandling 
from her partners as they get 
warmed up and toss her around 
plenty, but she seems to enjoy it. 

_ Ann Dupont takes over at this 
juncture and puts band through 
three numbers heavy on swing. She 
turns in a hot clarinet on ‘I’ve Got 





Rhythm’ and the band gets in plenty | 


of solid licks on ‘Beat Me Daddy,’ 
and ‘Cherokee.’ 
Dixon. who emcees. comes on here 
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beauty, 


chorus | 
gets only minor opportunity to work | 


The three | 








for a song and dance, and gives the 
audience a nifty exhibition of big- 
league tapping. He’s unusually agile 
and nimble for a big fellow and gives 
out with some tricky tapping on two 
numbers, although this audience 
would have liked more. He handles 
show nicely and his easy-going man- 
ner registers high. 

Miss D’Orsay is on for about 20 


she has lost none of her showman- 
ship. Her best bit is her touchy ren- 
dition of ‘My Man,’ but the audience 
went strongest for her hot mama 
routine, After a buildup through a 
couple of songs in the come-hither 
manner, Miss D’Orsay panicked this 
house by going down into the audi- 
ence and kissing an elderly codger. 
One young man, thinking she was 
heading for him, got up and fled 
(stooge? ). 

She also sings ‘Oh Johnny,’ ‘Hold 
Tight,’ and ‘Flat Foot Floogie’ in her 
inimitable French style, and then 
winds up with a Scotch medley in a 
would-be Scotch brogue. Her French 
is best. Miss D’Orsay goes strong on 
innuendo and thigh-displaying and 
the crowd ate it up. She dominates 
the stage from the moment she walks 
on it with her zest and vivacity and 
|had the crowd eating out of her 
hand. 

Biz good on show caught. 


Just. 


Stars Over Hollywood 
(LYRIC, INDPLS.) 








Indianapolis, Feb. 7. 

| Simone Simon, Eddie Foy, Jr., 
| Dorothea Kent, Shirley Deane, Roy 
| Rogers, Mercer Brothers, Melody 


| Men, Zerby and Wiere, Jack Henry, | 


Glamour Girls (10); ‘Honeymoon for 
Three’ (WB). 





Playing its first date, ‘Stars Over | 
| Hollywood’ has Simone Simon, Ed- | 


|die Foy and Dorothea Keni from 
| the film capital to lend proof to the 


|\label, and with them a company of 
added acts and line of 10 girls who 
| work through the bill presented in 
| revue style. 
| As usual with such shows, Holly- 
| wood names are the berries on the 
| shortcake, with Miss Simon appear- 
| ing only in one spot to sing in native 
iFrench accent three ditties, ‘Isn't 
| That Just Like Love,’ ‘Last Time I 
|Saw Paris’ and ‘Latins Know How.’ 
|Most of the femme work is turned 
;}over to Shirley Deane, who sings, 
| dances, and helps out in the skits. 
Eddie Foy, Jr., appears in two 
spots, near the opening with Shirley 
Deane in a takeoff on Nelson Eddy 
jand Jeanette MacDonald, followed 
| by a solo eccentric dance. Later, he 


| comes back to give an impression of | 


his father doing his well known 
| song, ‘He Goes To Church On Sun- 
day,’ following with a Foy, Sr. imi- 
tation. 

Foy is well-equipped to handle 
ithe. comedy, but that job is given 
‘over to Roy Rogers (not the cow- 
boy film star of the same name). 
Rogers is not much of a comedian 
|when out of his element, which is 
acro tumbling, but he gets laughs 
out of eating flowers, parts 
shirt and goldfish. He is assisted 
in his skits by Miss Kent, who does 
| nothing else in the way of entertain- 
ment. Her best bit is a baby scene 
with Rogers in infant attire when 
they discuss maternity matters, a 
| little blue for family audiences. 

Show opens with a 
premiere,’ ensemble singing special 
lyrics written for ‘Stars Over Hol- 


| lywood.’ 
Followed by Zerby and Wiere in a 
ballroom specialty. Mercer Brothers 
| then do a burlesque of tango, with 
one of the boys in femme attire. 
Line appears later in Spanish cos- 
itumes to do its routines with vocal 
|accompaniment by 
|male quartet. Mercer Brothers fol- 
|}low with taps. 
|Merrers join forces down in 
| with trio unison dancing, while the 
| Melody Men sing ‘I’m On the Shelf,’ 
' followed by line number. A singer 
|gets a spot of his own way from 
| the Melody Men quartet later to do 
|‘Thine Alone,’ and is then joined on 
a park bench by Miss Deane for 
some comedy bits including Rogers 
land Foy. 

| Guest this week from 
‘Talent Parade’ is Jack Henry, who 
does okay by ‘You Walk By.’ At 
ishow caught he had his own gang 
in the audience and won a terrific 
salvo before he even started, and 
almost stopped the show when he 
finished, 


as vocalist for a pop orchestra. 


tire company being on stage for 
curtain. Zerby and Wiere do a bal- 
let number which is liked, with girl 


tume. After line finishes, principals 
walk on for hand. 

Show is nicely costumed, with all 
| scenes colorful. Running time of 60 
{minutes moves swiftly, but 
| will need a little more rehearsa] and 
| routining before getting into the 
| sock class. 
| Melody Men were off key several 
times at show caught. Line had 
trouble keeping together. And Foy 
should be given more material. for 
‘comedy was the lacking ingredient 





minutes and ably demonstrates that | 


of his | 


‘Hollywood | 


Line then goes into dance. | 


Melody Men, a} 


WFBM | 


as nice pipes and with | 
a little polishing would be valuable | 


Show closes with Mardi Gras, en- | 


wearing a handful of beads for cos- | 


show | 


lat the break-in. Troupe had only f 


,a few days’ rehearsal before opening 
| So it’s reasonable to assume that 
_ these faults will be corrected as time 
| ticks on. 

| Biz good at fourth show Friday 


(7), ey day, with lower floor, 
e 


/and upper deck almost full. 


Kiley. 


TROPICAL FOLLIES 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, Feb. 7. 
Ullaine Malloy, Carmencita, The 
Four Clovers, Jimea and Co., Violet 
Carlson, Roy Cook, Don Galvin 
rite Orch, ‘San Francisco Docks’ 











unit, but aside from the costumes and 
music for the production numbers 
| the banana boat atmosphere isn’t 
carried out. 


lots of energy and vivacity. Doesn't 


good to look at. The routines are all 
simple and too long. ‘There really 
isn’t any reason for the line at all 
except to prove that there are thai 
many damsels in the show and to kill 
| time for prop changes. 

Ullaine Malloy works hard to wake 
up the audience with her high tra- 
peze and ring stint but doesn’t make 
it. Nothwithstanding the meagre re- 
ception, the gal is okay and her stuff 
dangerous. 


is across her back and through her 
linked elbows. One roll of the drum 
with a crash of cymbals as she com- 
pletes the 100th turn might add to 
_her finale. As is, she spins arourd in 
| dead silence and it gets monotonous. 
| The line reappears while Carmen- 
cita dances. Does conga fast and 
gracefully, possesses plenty of sa- 
voir faire, is easy to look at and her 
| routine is tricky. Audience warmed 
slightly. 

| Something was haywire with the 
next act, The Four Clovers. Audi- 
|; ence sensed it. There were only two, 





and while they put on a dandy little | 


two-man snringboard show with as 
much comedy as bigger acts of this 
nature handle, something was lack- 
| ing. 


Gumshoe work later lo- 
missing sparkplug. 


| preciative. 
cated the 


of the Clovers missed on timing a |} 
The | 
other, feeling responsible, is said to | 


week ago and broke his leg. 


have suffered breakdown. Remaining 
| two have patched up what they could 
and are carrying on the act. They'll 
make it. 

Don Galvin, who emcees and fronts 
the orch, sings, cracks wise and plays 
guitar creditably. Doesn’t go over, 
probably because the unit hitched 
to his guitar is amplified too high. 


Noise was deafening, drowning out | 
Production number | 


entire band. 
next for a jitterbug stint. 

Jimea and Co, (2) 
slickest manipulators to appear in 
these parts. In top hat, tails, etc, 


nary a word all during the act, he | 


starts --ith some topflight card man- 
ipulation, then goes into cigaret rou- 
itine, etc. The ‘and co.’ is a good 
looking femme aide. 

| Girls (8) come back with a fiesta 
routine which is floppo. Violet Carl- 
son lives up to her advance notices 
as a comedienne. A veteran of 
many vears, she’s a mite, does her 
| impression of grand opera in good 
| voice, halting at end of each meas- 
ure to wise crack or hit sour offkey. 


| Also burlesques~ standard dances. 
Goes over. 
Roy Cook appears late in Miss 


Carlson’s act as her dancing partner, 
stooging for the diminutive fire- 
cracker in being generally ‘mauied’ 
by her. 

Biz just medium on night caught 
(7), but then Friday is a bugabow for 
managers in every Atlanta house. 


Jim. 














$5 Per Strip | 
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the lace obstacles the usual 
custom. 

Gal answered by pulling out her 
$35%a-week AGVA contract, which 
manager hadn't read closely enough 
when signing it, and pointing out 
this new clause: ‘For taking off bras- 
siere, dancer must receive $5 extra.’ 


as per 


business,’ 
porters. 





New Type of Strip 
New Orleans, Feb. 11. 


The newest ‘strip act’ in the 
French Quarter here is a_ burly 
police ain, who is giving the 


nitery operators something to worry 
about—he is stripping their places 
of all suggestive pictures. 

Captain James Cripps, hardboiled 
vice-buster who commands the third 
precinct, issued instructions to all of 
his men Saturday (8) to remove 
photographs of ‘what the custome 
may expect to find on the inside.’ 


‘Tropical Follies’ is the title of this | 


Unit opens with a line of fresh-| 
looking, handsome gals (8) handling | 
a kindergarten rhumba routine with | 


click, nor does any of the produc- | 
tion numbers although costumes are | 
changed for each appearance and are | 


) Clos s the act with 100 | 
revolutions on the high trapeze. Bar | 

















TOWER, K. C. 


dusky frame through some fast 
terps centered about a one-foot-on-a 
chair stunt. 

Then it’s back to the orch for some 





welcome ballad baritoning by Dick | 
Lee on ‘Trade Winds,’ ‘You Walked | 


By’ and ‘Million Dreams Ago,’ all 
done acceptably. Bennetts return to 
contribute a military tap that hits 
| the mood of the day. An aid to the 
bill this week is Charlene Williams, 
tiny amateur-night winner, singing 
and terping a novelty, ‘Sadie Haw- 
kins Day,’ appropriate for a four or, 
| five-year old. Lester Harding's solid 
| bit is a medley trio from ‘The| 
Student Prince’ and his baritone is | 
in usual good form. Line swings a) 
highland fling to ‘Loch Lomond’ and | 
Bob Nelson at the piano is featured | 
in ‘Little Rock Getaway’ following. 

Closing moments are devoted to 
McCoy's specialties, beginning with 
| ‘Bugles in the Sky,’ in which the 

whole company backs the leader, 
and the expected ‘Sugar. Blues’ 

trumpeting draws an encore. For| 
this McCoy goes to imitating Henry 

Busse’s ‘When Day Is Done’ to his 
own disadvantage rather than giving 

the customers another of his own 
| well-known arrangements, such as ‘I 

Want My Mom.’ A brief conga is 
done by the Bennetts with band- 
member partners as the finale. 

Biz was up from the opening show 
and house will see one of its out- | 
| standing weeks of the year. 

Quin. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

House Orch (14), Tom Martin, | 

Christiani Troupe (6), Lathrop Bros. | 

and Lee (3), Rube Davis, Kitty. 

Carlisle, Ben Blue and Co. (4); 
‘Flight Command’ (M-G). 











The two Clovers worked hard, | 
| however, and the audience was ap- | 


One | 


is one of the | 


Miss Deane and the | Running time of the unit, 53 minutes. | 


bill | 


‘This will practically bust up my | 
moaned Hathaway to re-| 


Back by Robert Taylor in ‘Flight | 
Command’ on the screen, a hefty at- 
traction in its own right, this five-act 
presentation represents another Or- 
pheum excursion into entertainment 
generosity, | 


Several names and an abundance. 
|of genuine supporting topnotch 
talent should keep the turnstiles 


| swinging, with Kitty Carlisle, Ben | 
Blue and Rufe Davis setting the| 
name pace along with Taylor on the | 
, screen, 
| As Blue and Davis cavort merrily, | 
| comedy has a couple of big innings, 
but there’s sufficient diversity, too. | 
| A flash setting has been provided for 
| the house orchestra working on the 
| stage where a movable band plat- 
| form is used effectively. Tom Mar- 
tin suavely m.c.s as well as being! 
a skillful sleight-of-hander. 

Show gets off to a fast and thrill- 
ing start with the Christiani troupe, 
five men and a woman, whose dar- 
ing acrobatics, tumbling, cartwheels 
'and somersaults keep the customers | 
in constant excitement. 

Lathrop Bros, and Lee, two men | 
and a girl, present a natty appear- | 
ance and please with their precision 
and individual taps. After a con- 
siderable absence, Davis is back with 
his rube comedy and singing. His 
imitations of various sounds, done 
with comedy effects, and his whist- 
ling and clowning pay off in laugh 
dividends. He finishes strongly with 
an impression of Donald Duck sing- 
ing ‘Hold Tight.’ 

Stunning Kitty Carlisle holds the 
customers enthralled with her strik- 
ing brunet looks as well as her stir- 
ring vocalizing. She puts dramatic 
fire into ‘There'll Always Be An 
England’ to make it thrilling. A 
medley of waltz tunes and ‘At the 
Balalaika’ also are done with spirit, | 
showing off her splendid voice to 
advantage. ‘My Wild Irish Rose’ is 
an encore clincher. 


As usual, Blue’s eccentric danc- 
ing and idiotic expressions are 
riotous. But he wastes valuable 


time with a comedy skit involving a 
dancehall hostess. This not only 
isn’t funny, but much of the business 
and many of the lines aren’t suitable 
for the family trade. The same goes 
for some of his gags and stories. 
He’s too good a comic to need off- 
color material. A girl and two men 
act as foils for him and the girl and 


one of the men join him in his 
familiar, very funny burlesque 
minuet. Rees. 


| KEITH’S BOSTON 








Boston, Feb. 8. 
Bill Bardo Orch (13) with Orey 
|Pesa, Maxim Handy, Esther Todd; 
| Masters and Rollins; ‘Remedy for 
| Riches’ (RKO) and ‘Caught in the 
Act’ (Prod). 





Band shows have been seen here 
intermittently this season and Bill 


Bardo’s offering shapes up as better | 
whole 


than average. Even so, the 
affair might carry more punch if the 
ovchestra’s session were condensed 
and three, instead of one, vaude acts 
booked for support. In the present 
lineup Masters and Rollins provide 


the only actual vaudeville, coming on 
late for their funny hokum skit 
foc ipon the gruesome contor- 


Continued from page 40 


| comedy, 


|soloist doing 


Reviews 








tions of Miss Rollins. Masters, solo, 

|gets off fairly entertaining hoofing 
| Which is aimed to impersonate Kar- 
loff, Chaney, a machine and a jockey 
riding into a finish. By the time this 
GUO appear the customers are so hun- 
gry tor variety that they take every- 
thing they’ve got and ask for more. 
Impression of Mrs. Roosevelt by Miss 
Rollins is the encore. 

Bardo’s band is hot, solid and spir- 
ited, giving the impression that the 
boys are going places. Bardo him- 
self provides a satisfactory front for 
the outfit with his announcements, 
and his fiddle soloing furnishes a 
change of pace now and then. 

Orch goes in for quite a bit of 
handled mainly by the 
vocal quartet, and the ace offering in 
this department is its ‘WPA.’ Lightly 
ribbing the shovel-loaning set, quar- 
tet do a neat job of it and demon- 


| strate their ability to skate over thin 


ice without offending. Fairly funny 
is a screwy military comedy skit 
featuring Marvin Handy. 

Orey Pesa, guitarist, is featured 
‘Nobody's Baby’ and 


‘Frenesi.’ With the help of the three 


|trumpet players he also sings ‘Baby’ 


and ‘Frenesi.’ The trumneters also 
back him on the _— ditty for 
‘Toot That Trumpet’ and _ this 


specialty becomes a stancout in the 
show when the boys give out brief 
impressions of Busse, McCoy, 
Beiderbeck and the triple-tonguing 
Heidt trumpet section. 

Esther Todd, vocalist, sells ‘Mexi- 
can Magic’ with a showmanly touch 
that sustains interest early in the 
bill, then appears later for a medley 
of old pops including ‘Don't Know 
Why I Love You.’ ‘Got Me Cryin’ 
Again’ and ‘I Love You.’ 

Band gets a swell start with a nifty 
arrangement of ‘Blue Skies,’ played 
fast and hot, but the ace offering is a 
medley of excerpts from George 
Gershwin’s ‘Porgy and Bess’ with 
vocal and instrumental features. As 
a glee club the bandsmen deliver a 
humming-singing version of ‘Sylvia’ 
that’s fair. Jesse Vance, billed as a 
‘noted Irish tenor,’ does ‘Did Your 
Mother Come from Ireland.’ Ap- 
parently many vaude and band acts 
think that Boston is nuts about Irish 
songs. Boston likes good singing and 
it takes a whale of a good singer to 


make ’em listen long to any Irish 
number. Vance is not that type. 
Fox. 





New Acts in Theatres 





HOLLYWOOD BLONDES (4) 
Roller Skaters 

6 Mins. 

Flatbush, Brooklyn 


Novelty of this act is that the four 
skaters are all blondes and lookers, 
yet doing all the accepted tricks. 
Quartet work on a small mat, with 
most of stunts done in pairs. Only 
time this routine changes is when a 
third girl balances herself between 
two revolving skaters. 

Feat of one girl hanging by one 
skate from the neck of the whirling 


skater, and another pair doing a 
swing close to the floor, climaxes 
the turn. Foursome are neatly 


garbed in abbreviated white outfits. 
Adequate for opening spots. 
Wear. 


MARIE HOLLIS 
Contortionist 
7 Mins.; Full 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Pretty much the usual ‘angle of 
arms, legs and body is provided by 
this contortion-acro dancer Marie 
Hollis, blonde and wearing a brick- 
red getup, does her stuff as the 
house chorus boys stand in a line 
across the stage. Lads also do a 
mild tap bit before and after her 
human Lenate. 

Besides the customary leg split as 
she stands on her hands or elbows, 
Miss Hollis finales with a string of 


fast turnovers, gradually moving 
backward across the stage as she 
does it. Okay. Hobe. 


FALUDYS (7) 

Acrobats 

1@ Mins.; Full 

BReay, N. Y. 

| The Faludys, six men and a gal 


Maser for decoration), do the 
familiar stunts of balance-pyramid- 
ing, teeter board gymnastics, etc., 
with only one novel trick, which 


| they save for the finale. It involves 
ja blindfolded member of the troupe 
| being somersaulted from a teeter- 
| board to a four-high catch. 

| Possibly the act is composed of 
i} veterans from other similar turns. 
Anyway, it appears to have been 
around for some time. Hobe. 


| SMOOTHIES (3) 
| Songs 

8 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Known to radio, currently being 
regulars on the Burns and Allen 
program, the Smoothies, ha:moniz- 
ing mixed trio, get by with three 
numbers here. Their style stresses 
rhythm, emphasizing certain beats 


in each line and getting a moderate 

amount of bounce into their stuff. 
Fair recention at dinner show 

Thrreday (§) night. > 
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RAZING HITLESS N. Y. 


Serlin's Feud With UBO Cues Direct 
Booking of ‘Father’ in Cass, Detroit 


legit theatre that 


will be razed and stores will be 








+ 
nM built on the site on 50th street be- 
‘Life with Father,’ probably the | Sh : R h | | tween Broadway and Sixth avenue. 
Chicago company, is booked to open | ows in e earsa | House was one of the first improve- 
; P es ments on the south side of the block, 
at the Cass, Detroit, June 2 and is ‘They Walk Alone’ — Ben long before Radio City was started. 
expected to remain there through | Boyar. Waldorf was among the legiters 
the summer. Booking was arranged | ‘Brooklyn Biarritz’—Mary L. when there were around 60 theatres 
by Oscar Serlin, show’s producer,} Elkins, Clarence Taylor. lighted in the Times Square zone. It 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma’ (re- berthed several music shows, in- 

| 


who is among the independent show- 
men who favor the formation of a| 
new booking exchange which would | 


| cluding ‘The Talk of the Town’ and 
| ‘Take the 


vival)—Katharine Cornell. 
‘Five Alarm Waltz’—Everett 
Wile. 


Air.’ latter show being 








oppose the Erlanger-Shubert United operated by Harry Oshrin, an at- 
Booking Office. Stated the UBO did torney, for several years. He is 
not figure in the Detroit arrange- | N C D | interested in ‘Tobacco Road.’ 
ment, although the Cass has been | ame oncert ates | Property was bought by W. A. 


O'Brien, of the Rural New Yorker, a 
magazine. Purchase price announced 
was $400,000 and was said to be an 
all-cash deal. As the block is an 
approach to Radio City, anv number 


supplied by attractions from that | 
source exclusively for years. | 

Serlin has been battling the UBO, ; 7 
as shown when he leased the Black-; Jascha Heifets—With Chicago 
stone, Chicago, where ‘Father’ cele- | Symphony, Orchestra hall, Chicago 
brates a year’s run there Saturday | (13-14); Cyrus Northrop aud, Minne- | 
(15), and soon afterwards rented the | apolis (15). 
Repertory in Boston, declining the! Jose Iturbi—Rajah theatre, Read- 
terms offered by UBO. More re-| ing, Pa. (18). 


cently he leased the Walnut, Phila- | Yehudi Menuhin—Town hall, N. Y 


(Feb. 12-19) 


ing the past several years. 





Virginia Campbell suffered an at- 
tack of ptomaine poisoning last 
Wednesday (5), but managed to get 


delphia, soon to house the Boston 
rn tal Original company is still (33), through her performance that night | 
playing ‘ae Empire N. Y. and is| Rise Stevens—Carnegie hall, N. Y.| in ‘Cream in the Well,’ at the Booth, | 


likely to stay through next summer 

Understood that Serlin offered | 
‘Father’ for UBO road bookings next | 
season. Reported, however, that the 
booking outfit demanded 2% of the 
company share and in exchange | 
would give the show the UBO’s top 
terms. Percentage of the company 


| (12). 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


share was regarded as a penalty be- A program note on the 44th St. theatre billing reads: ‘Win, Lose or 
cause Serlin leased houses in Chi- Draw—the stars and the cast of ‘Crazy With the Heat’ wish to express 
cago, the Hub and Philly instead of their heartfelt appreciation to Ed Sullivan, who has made all of this pos- 
allowing UBO to handle the show| Sible. Ed in turn expresses his gratitude to the Stagehands Union, Local 
on sharing terms with its theatres. | 802, Musicians Union, Actors Union, Lew Brown and Boris Said for their 
Claimed the UBO thereby tried to’ wonderful generosity.’ 
obtain duplicate booking fees, as the The players all curtsy Gracie Barrie and Betty Kean, whose friendship 
custom is for the theatre to pay 5% 
of its share. and his own production assistance. Whether Sullivan thinks he can do 
Telegraphic offer of booking is said | for ‘Crazy’ what Winchell did for ‘Hellzapoppin,’ none disputes his sin- 
to have been received by Serlin: cerity, even unto putting up his own money. Lew Brown came in to help 
from a dozen theatres usually booked On restaging and Sammy (Puck and) White is also pitching in on fixing 
by UBO. There are a flock of houses up the dance routines. 
in various stands operated by pic | 
ture interests ready to berth ‘Father,’ | 
in the event that local managers 
string along only with UBO, which is 











Grace Moore's appearance at the Met opera Friday (7) in ‘The Love of 
Three Kings’ (‘L’Amore Dei Tre Re’) was the fulfillment of virtually a 
life-long ambition. Composer, Italo Montemezzi, first heard her sing when 


unlikely. she appeared in the ‘Music Box Revue’ in 1923 and he thought her voice 
“There is no indicated split be- too fine for musical comedy. Miss Moore replied that she had no intention 
tween UBO and the Cass. Thea-| of remaining on Broadway, that she had been studying for opera since a 
tre management evidently booked | young girl and that she planned to sing his ‘Three Kings’ at the Met some 


‘Father’ to assure operation during | day, 
the summer, when few road shows | 
are available and Detroit will be 
‘hot’ for shows, the city’s plants run- 
ning day and night filling war de- 
fense orders. 


AGMA Changes Office 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
is moving March 15 out of the offices 
it is now sharing with the New York 
branch of Screen Actors Guild and 
Theatre Authority on Fifth avenue. 
The three organizations took joint 
offices about a year ago, and many at 
that time thought it might be a move 
towards ‘one big union.’ 


Since then Miss Moore and Montemezzi have been friends. He coached 
the star for her first audition at the Met when she sang an aria from his 
first opera, ‘Giovanni Gallurese,’ also for the part of Fiora in ‘Three Kings’ 
He conducted the orchestra for the performance. 





Possibly as a stunt, the Green Room Club, defunct for some time, has 
| been ‘revived,’ quartered in the dressing room of Charles Withers at the 
| Winter Garden, N. Y., where he is appearing in ‘Hellzapoppin.’ Withers 

has the title of ‘prompter’ and Sharon Stephens is ‘copyist’. S. Jay Kauf- 
man, who was a leading spirit for years at the club, is said to be interested 
in the idea of re-establishing the organization. 

Club was organized in 1902 by William A. Brady, plus a group from 
the Actors’ Order of Friendship. Out of the latter association grew 
most of the present day actor unions. A reunion luncheon is proposed by 
some of the Green Room Club’s older members, 





took over two of the four big tunes regularly handled by Jane Pickens in 

AGMA is moving into the same Ed Wynne's ‘Boys and Girls Together.’ Miss Pickens was ill and her sister 
building as the American Federation Patti was advertised as subbing for her. A native of Louisiana, Miss 
of Radio Actors at 2 W. 45th street. | Knapp was with the St. Louis Musical Opera all last summer. 

In moving out of the Fifth avenue | 
building, AGMA leaves the SAG| 
branch and TA with a high rent and | 
office overhead. It’s probable that 
these two organizations will now 
seek smaller quarters, either together | 
or apart, as is convenient. 


Last week Bert Lytell tried out a sun lamp but over-played it and was 
unable to use makeup for several days. 
but too much so. 


BN. &s 


'— LEGITER FOR STORES 


The Waldorf, former New York | 
never had a hit, ! 


produced by Gene Buck. House was | 


of stores have been built there dur- 





with the N. Y. News’ columnist interested him via additional bankrolling | 


| cover. 


| nounced, 
clearly delivered, save a number late | 


Said he was lobsterized alright, | 
}on what could be Central Park, and 
|in the park itself. 
| beautiful and skillfully lighted for 
| effect, but the play itself is so vague 


He is featured in Gertrude Lawrence's starrer, ‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin, 


Plays on 


Broadway 





LIBERTY JONES 


Drama with music in three acts presented 


at the Shubert,N. Y., Feb. 5, ‘41, by The 
Yheatra Guild; written by Philip Barry; 
| John Leal and Nancy Coleman featured; 


incidental score by Paul Bowles; staged by 


John Houseman; production under super- 
vision of Theresa Helburn and Lawrence 
Langner; scenery and costumes designed 
by Raoul Pene Du Boils; dances by Lew 
Christensen; $3.30 top. 

| Liberty Jomes.....eeee eeee-Nancy Coleman 
Liberty's Uncle....cessseeeees William Lynn 
Liberty’s Aunt. .ccccscsesesss Martha Hodge 
Tom Smith....... PYTTITIVILT LL John Beal 
| Dick Brown PPYTTTITTT ELT. Tom Ewell 
Harry Robinson..........-Howard Freeman 
Nurse Cotton....... eveoee- Katherine Squire 
Nurse Maggie...... ebeseosescsues Ivy Scott 
Reporters. ...eeees eseeseocs § Don Glenn 


?Crahan Denton 
Lew Christensen 
Elise Reiman 


Dancers.... ; 
{Victor Thorley 
4 
L 


seer ween eeeee 


Shirts....0.6 o0s0eeosestens 4 De Sea 
Richard Sanders 
{Norman Lloyd 

PoliCOMe@N..cccceccsocses ..} Murray O'Neill 


)} Allan Frank 
| William Mende 
{ Willlam Castle 
| Roy Johnston 
ee eee Eva Burton 
| Ruth Gibbs 
! Alyce Carter 
{Lew Christensen 
| Joseph Anthony 
| Vincent Gardner 
Friends.......4 Craig Mitchell 
| William Castle 
| Roy Johnston 
|! Jack Parsons 
{Elise Reiman 
| Bedelia Falls 
|} Caryl Smith 
| Honora Harwood 
| Ellen Morgan 
/ Helen Kramer 
| Rarbara Brown 
i! Constance Dowling 
| Eva Burton 
| Ruth Gibbs 
lL Alyce Carter 


Singers 


The Seven 


The Fleven Friends... 





‘Liberty Jones’ is the costliest and | 


most ambitious production by the 


;Ti.eatre Guild this season, a high- 
| brow 
| derstand except around the edges. 
| That it will win back the investment 
} is questionable. 


drama that’s difficult to un- 


Latest work by Philip Barry is on 
the fantastic side. Its characters are 
symbolic, author seeming to prefer 
that type of playwrighting, though 
he has been much more successful 
with comedy, as, for instance, his 
‘The Philadelphia Story.’ Barry in- 
dicates that the play is concerned 
with the turmoil in Europe and that 
America on the verge of being 
involved 

Liberty Jones is a sick girl, typi- 
fying America which without free- 
dom would perish from the earth. 
The medicine given her is ineffective 
and it is inferred that the nurse is 
under the thumb of three menaces, 
evidently symbolic of the Axis dic- 
tators. 

Four doctors of medicine, law, let- 
ters and divinity are unable to cure 
Liberty. Her wealthy uncle secures 


is 


|the famous Tom Smith, indicated to 
‘| be a 
der airman, and her old Irish nurse. 


naval commander and a won- 


From then on Liberty starts to re- 
Tom, representative of 
America’s spirit, is the tonic she 
needs, while nurse Maggie’s common 
sense is the sedative. Tom makes a 
miracle flight, returning with an 
agreement to give away a portion of 
Liberty’s park. That indicates he 
favors appeasement, but when the 
menaces demand all the ground Tom 
takes another course, and with his 
bride makes another swift j 

over a mythical bridge that spans 


the sky. There is mention of a 


| bridge that can be crossed before it 
Although she was given no billing, 16-year-old Margie Knapp last week | 
ito guess about. 


is reached—something for audiences 


As the play unfolds the introduc- 
tion of music becomes more pro- 
but few of the lyrics are 


in the show soloed by the nurse. 
Dancing is interpolated by groups 
that form a sort of ensemble. The 
action is in a penthouse, bordering 


Some scenes are 


‘typical of wealthy Americans 
leclined to pleasure. 


for the most part that only near the 
close does the author's message sift 
through. 

While the cast is fairly large there 
lare but eight real speaking parts. 
| Playing her first leading role, save 
|for summer theatre appearances, 
Nancy Coleman stands out as Lib- 


| erty. She is on stage for most of the 
play, giving a somewhat ethereal 
| performance. Being a virtual new- 


|}comer, the play should establish her 
on Broadway. 

John Beal, as the airman, is fea- 
tured along with Miss Coleman. His 
playing is that of a manly, confident 
little fellow. Tom Elwell is his chief 
aide, almost his other self. The 
characters are so closely related at 
times that in the wedding scene, 
when Liberty becomes a bride, it 
seems that she’s marrying both. 
William Lynn and Martha Hodge, 

Liberty’s uncle and aunt, are 
in- 
Katherine Squire 
renders a wedding-cake song more 





, as 


clearly than the other numbers 
given. Titles or the songs by 
;Paul Bowles are not programmed. 


Settings and costumes by Raoul Pene 
Du Bois make the play pleasant for 
the eye, but can hardly overcome 


the elementary allegory. Ibee. 

Comedy in three acis presented at the 
Playhouse, N. Y., Feb. 10, ‘41, by Theo- 
dore Hammerstein and Denis Du-For, in 
association with Hugh Skelly; written by 


Frederick 
staged by 


Al Shean featured; 
Edwards; setting by 


Herendeen ; 
Rowland G. 





journey, 


Tom Adrian Cracraft; $3.50 top. 

POOMEN 6 6655605 00060-08040009-08 Eva Condon 
Mortimer. ..cccrcoss TTTTT TTT Raymond Cape 
Prof. Henry Tibbs..cccccescosess: \l Shean 
eee padeumnecennes Edith King 
Jane Tibls eoscccee ..- Natalie Thompson 
Jed Prout... .ccccccccccccecsceess John Adair 
BOD FEMECN..cceccccesscessees Herbert Evers 
Dr. Thomas Lorett.....ecce. Robert Harrison 
, Florence Tibbs Benson... Sylvia Field 
| Marte Benson. .ccccccscecd Joyce Van Patten 
RSGNTY BIONGOR . cc ccccece Lachland Campbell 
Ruth Tibbs Brown............ Nancy Evans 
PTET CCT TTT bbeebae Judson Pratt 
| Thaddeus T. Burns..... eevee. Percy Helton 
Dr. Mac Tertrrrr rT Tey John Melhkea 
WY SUPAOS ° POW iso csc avenavess Robert Allen 


Script has been around for years, 
mostly under the title of ‘Home, 
Sweet Home.’ and was tried out in 
summer stock several seasons back. 
That's about as far as it should have 


'gone, for it’s a mediocrity and its 
chances to stick on Broadway are 
very slim. 

Better-known managers were art- 


ful in passing up the new play, if it 
ever reached them. It remained for 
| two-well liked and ambitious fellows 
|like Teddy Hammerstein and Denis 
|Du-For to present ‘Popsy,’ 
|Skelly being associated. Author 
Frederick Herendeen has_ rooters, 
| too, but, being a reputedly rich Chi- 
cagoan, the play’s indicated misfire 
|should not hurt him as much as the 
| others. 

One setter is a small town comedy, 
a homely thing with too much fam- 
ily routine, too repetitious and with 
a minimum of laughter. While not 
exactly a museum piece, it seems 
dated. 


Hugh 


Story has to do with Henry Tibbs, 
mathematics professor resident in 
Madison, Wis.; his wife and their 


three daughters. Youngest girl, Jane, 
is about to wed the town’s most at- 


traetive youth. Since the other girls 


| are married and live elsewhere, old 


Tibbs is free to fulfill a life-long 
hope—going to an island in Hawali 


and writing the book he has been 
talking about so long. 

But Jane breaks off her engage- 
ment, or thinks she does. Florence 
comes from California with two 
spoiled kids, complaining she has 
walked out on her mate, and Ruth 
arrives from Detroit, also having 
fancied husband trouble.  Latter’s 


problem is that she hasn’t been able 

to have a baby in five years of mar- 

riage. Hubby doesn’t particularly 
(Continued on page 44) 
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week at Nixon theatre, 





gagement later in season.” 











DANTEJ 


“Talk of Pittsburgh is still about the biz that Dante rolled up in his 
Figure first reported last week was underesti- 
mated, magic show rolling up $10,300 at $1.65 top instead of $8,500 orig- 
inally quoted. For final four performances there wasn't a single ticket 
available and more than 500 standees saw the show during that time. 
Frantic efforts were made to holdover Dante at Nixon when Dennis King 
musical, which was to have followed, was cancelled out, but previous 
bookings couldn’t be switched. As a result, Harry Brown, Nixon theatre 
manager, is trying to get UBO to send magician back for a return en- 
—VarieEty, Jan. 22, 1941. 
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Legit Prod. Falls Off After Dec-Jan. 
Spurt; Showmen See Big Summer 








After a December - January spurt 
New York legit production activity 
has slowed down. Three new plays 
came in last week and four are 
carded to open this week on Broad- 
way, but that about winds up the 
February entries, though there's 
still another two weeks to go. March 
possibilities are much more evident, 
but the definite debuts are few and 
that also applies for the early spring 
period. 

Showmen anticipate a lively sum- 
mer for the theatre and a number 
of producers are hunting likely 
scripts. They figure that although 
there is no World’s Fair to draw 
visitors to the metropolis, it will 
again be a mecca for out-of-town- 
ers, because it will be another vaca- 
tion period when Europe is shut off 
and people going on South Ameri- 
can cruises must embark from the 
port of New York. The Fair was 
not really helpful to Broadway, ex- 
cept at certain times, either of the 
two years during which it operated. 

More importantly during the com- 
ing summer is the expected flow of 
a percentage of the enormous de- 
fense expenditures. Much of that 
money has not yet begun to circu- 
late except in industrial districts. 
While America is swinging into its 
all-out stride of defense prepara- 
tions, the general idea is that those 
participating will take a_ certain 
amount cf time for recreation. Up- 
swing of spending by craftsmen to 
local merchants will probably be 
the factor in the materialization of 
increased theatre attendance. 

Cooling Plants 

Broadway is properly equipped to 
counter the summer heat. Virtually 
all leading legit theatres have cool- 
ing systems. Because of that and 
the fact that New York is regarded 
as the top summer resort, there is 
no longer a deadline for production. 
Formerly better known managers 
washed up their presentation sched- 
ules before spring. Prospect for 
summer musicals is hazy, bettering 


the chances of the current hits of | 


that type to hold over through the 
heated period. 

Business wavered last week, espe- 
cially on Thursday and Friday (7). 
On the latter day a near-record 
downpour lasting well into the eve- 
ning dented takings in most houses. 
Drop in the evening’s gross was as 
high as $800 from that of the pre- 
vious Friday. Saturday saw a the- 
atre rush, which has featured the 
winter period. 

Last week’s openings were on the 
debit side. First to arrive, ‘Tanyard 
Street,’ Little, was socked by the 


critics but continues. ‘Liberty Jones,’ | 


Shubert, drew some praise, but the 
notices indicated its chances are not 
s0 hot. ‘Boudoir,’ Golden, was uni- 
formly panned. 

Advance reports on this week's 
incomers are move favorable. They 
are ‘Claudia,’ Booth; ‘Popsy,’ Play- 
house; ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ 
Windsor, and ‘The Mechnical Heart,’ 
Miller. Latter was played out of 
town as ‘The Talley Method.’ 


WYNN CUTTING ‘BOYS’ 
SCALE TO $3.30 TOP 


Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls ‘To- 
gether,’ Broadhurst, N. Y., will lower 
its top price from $4.40 to $3.30 start- 
ing Feb. 24. Reduction would have 
started next week, but a number of 
tickets at the present scale were sold 
up to Feb. 22. ‘Boys’ is the second 
4.40-er to drop the top recently. | 
‘Crazy With the Heat’ sliced to $3.30) 
after it laid off for revision. 


It’s possible that the Wynn revue) 
will move to a Broadway house with 
larger balcony capacity than the) 
Broadhurst. Comic is ‘desirous of| 
Playing well into the spring, so that| 
no road stands will be used up be- | 
fore next season. Wynn is satisfied | 
if the show can break even for the 
balance of the stay in New York. | 
‘Boys’ can gross around $22,500 if | 
drawing capacity at $3.30. 








Under- | 
stood the show earned back most of 
the production cost during the period 
when it was selling out. 





Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Elizabeth the 
Queen’ has been recorded as a Talk- 
ing Book for the blind, by Mady 
Christians, Wesley Addy, Whitford 
Kane and a Broadway cast. Record- 
ing was done by the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind, 


a 


‘Heart’ Again Off 


‘The Mechanical Heart,’ renamed 
from ‘The Talley Method,’ will not 
open at the Miller, N. Y., Saturday 
(15) as announced. Playwrights will 





town next week and it is now dated 
to open on Broadway Feb. 24. Show 
stars Ina Claire and Philip Merivale. 

Play’s arrival at the Miller has 
been postponed several times, prin- 
cipally because of cast changes and 
some script revisions. After a pre- 
view in New York Monday (10), it 
was decided that further polishing 
was advisable and the premiere was 
set back again. 


‘Arsenic’s Outside 
Laughs From Its 
Angels (Un) Ltd. 


Probably no hit show every pro- 
duced has provided so many outside 
laughs—almost in competition with 
the performance—than ‘Arsenic and 
, Old Lace,’ Fulton, N. Y. Most of 


the humor comes from certain people 
within the mob who have hunks of 
_ the Howard Lindsey-Russel (Buck) 
Crouse production. 

Aided and abetted by Crouse, 
|Frank Sullivan, a 5% _ backer, 
| is chief steamer-upper of the ex- 
| traneous giggles. After a lapse of 
| three weeks he planted a second 
| comic story in Sunday’s (9) N. Y. 
Times, complaining that those who 
have pieces of ‘Arsenic’ hadn’t yet 
| shared in the profits. He said he had 
seen bales of green stuff in the box- 











however, was 
the backers 


Sullivan’s squawk, 
wasted, for last week 





they invested. That’s a record for 
those who buy in on plays. 

The bunch call themselves the 
Elderberry Holding and Backers 
Assn., with a subtitle of The Lindsay, 
Crouse Mutual Admiration Society, 
were muttering about not being de- 


Sullivan. He started rubbering to 
see if any of the others had received 
any kickback and so visited Clare 
Boothe, one of the 21 with pieces: 
‘There she was sitting in the cold 
| ballroom of her Waldorf Towers 
apartment, huddled in a couple hun- 
dred strands of pearls, down to her 
last fourteen million bucks, and not 
a word from Crouse and Lindsay, 
Ltd.’ 


Sullivan in The Red 
| Sullivan not only claims he didn’t 
get any ‘Arsenic’ coin, but is $127 in 
| the red, explained by the fact that 
when he heard the show was a wow 
| he bought a great many drinks on 
| his own initiative. Another com- 
| plaint is that he hadn't seen the show 
yet, because they didn’t give him 
opening night tickets. 
| Crouse hid away in an out of town 
| hotel for several days rest and upon 
reflection decided it was time to 
worry Dick Maney, the alleged press 
agent for the show. He telegraphed: 
‘Immediately explain why ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace’ was not mentioned in 
Hitler’s speech upon pain of instant 
dismissal’. Maney, who can also 
juggle words, replied, but doesn't re- 
member what he wrote. . 

Among friends who expressed their 
pleasure over the play’s click was 
Alexander Woollcott, who however, 
thought he 
the show. He explained that he once 
wrote a book with the word ‘and’ in 
it. The producers answered that the 
declaring-in season was closed just 
before his letter arrived. Woollcott 
is trouping again in ‘The Man Who 
Came To Dinner.’ 

Crouse was ordered abed to rest 
by his doctor after going on the 
ASCAP broadcast last Saturday (8). 
Just a little matter of nerves, he 
said. Also co-author of ‘Life With 
Father,’ with Howard Lindsay, he 
‘hoped to be present at the celebra- 
'tion of a year’s run by ‘Father’ in 
‘Chicago next Saturday (15). 

He also intends looking for an in- 
dependent theatre in Chicago for 
‘Arsenic,’ if a road company is de- 





}cided on. 


send the S. N. Behrman play out of | 


Serenades for Few 


Pennies in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 
Series of pop operettas, priced from 
15¢ at matinees to 50c top at night, 
is planned by Arthur Spitz, former 
European producer, who has leased 
the Mason Opera House. 
Matinee top would be two bits. 

















Guatemala Saturday (8) he thought | 





‘ ’ bd 
Tanyard’ Continues 
When Jack Kirkland sailed for 
the closing was announced. Notices | 
were thumbs down and the Irish 
performances may be extended | Who is Haila Stoddard professionally, 
through summer and possibly into, 29d who remained in New York, 


SEE EXTENSION ‘Tanyard Street,’ which he presented | 
‘at the Little, N. Y., earlier in the 
|play looked hopeless. However, | 
Saturday’s business perked up to 

next season. That is up to Equity, | stated the closing was a mistake and 

which, by withdrawing the double, ordered it continued. As Kirkland | 


_ week, would stop that evening and | 
Growing use of Sundays for legit | SU@n an extent that Mrs. Kirkland, 
pay requirement, made it practical) eft his checkbook behind that was | 


office and opines ‘that ain’t hay’. | 


received virtually half the amounts | 


clared in on the kale, according to! 


ought to be declared in on | 


say Sundays should be 
during summer, which is expected to 








‘the Sabbath. 


More shows are adding Sunday | 


Ruling on Alien 


_matinees in addition to evening per- 
eight shows will be on that basis. 
Tobacco Road’ (Forrest) and ‘Cabin 
in the Sky’ (Beck) have been on the 
two-show Sunday schedule, others 
|'carded being ‘It Happens on Ice’ 
| (Center), ‘Veet the People’ (Mans- 
| field), ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
| ner’ (Music Box), “‘Tanyard Street’ 
| (Little) and ‘George Washington 
'Slept Here’ (Lyceum). ‘Flight to 
the West’ (Guild) dropped the at- 








formances and by Feb. 23 at least, 


to play on the Sabbath. Showmen| WUickly arranged. 
important | 


see strong theatre attendance be-| ¥@7d’ would play Sunday perform- 
‘cause of the usual visitor influx.| 427Ces and the layoff was required by 
| They add it would be a novelty for| Equity for shows playing on the 
such patrons to be able to attend on Sabbath. 





{ 


ternoon show, but resumes then as} 


well as evening. 
| Through the League of New York 
' Theatres, questionnaires nave been 
sent to managers who have been ex- 
perimenting with Sunday  per- 
|formances. Only a few responses 
have been received, but it is in- 
dicated that the experiment is 
| favored. 

Growing number of Sunday 
matinees developed a minor box- 


| office problem. Agreement with the | 
| ticket men’s union calls for opening | 


the b.o.s at noon, but the managers 


at 10 am. Principal reason is to 
answer telephone inquires about the 
Sabbath performances. As replace- 
ment ticket sellers are used on Sun- 


days, the earlier start will probably | go before the general membership of 


go into effect. 





‘HEAT’ BREAKS EVEN ON 
106 TAKE IN 1ST WEEK 


| First full week’s gross of ‘Crazy 

With the Heat,’ after it relighted at 
lthe 44th Street, N. Y., was around 
$10,000, which was said to be around 
'an even break. Revue resumed at 
$3.30 top, being re-routined and new 
specialty turns being added to the 
cast following a layoff of a week 
and a half. It originally opened 
at $4.40 top, was panned and taken 
off. Ed Sullivan, columnist on the 
N. Y. News, and a group, took over 
the job of recasting and restaging 
the show. 

Cooperation of the stage unions 
figured in reducing the operating 
nut. Stagehands and musicians 
dropped some men from the crew 
and pit. Equity okayed a salary 
cut for principals for a two-week 
period, but a new arrangement has 
been made whereby the cuts will 
be rescinded on a sliding scale ac- 
cording to the takings. If the gross 
reaches $15,000 players will get a 
25% increase over the slice figure. 
Same percentage at the $16,000, 
$17,000 and $18,000 levels, so that if 
the takings reach the latter figure 
full salary would apply. 

A first night incident on the re- 
sumption steamed up Sullivan. Vic- 
tor Borge, Danish comedy pianist, 
who was added to the cast, refused 
to follow instructions. He had been 


minutes, following a preview show- 
ing. Instead, Borge stayed on more 
than nine minutes. What Sullivan 
said to Borge was not quoted, but 
the actor has not been seen around 
the show since. 


Show management had 
Equity $100 for Borge’s 


given 
initiation 


fee. When he disappeared Equity 
was asked to refund the money and 
void Berge’s application for mem- 
bership. Equity sent back the 
}; money, 


There was no performance Monday 
(10), it being explained that ‘Tan- 





Authors Stymies 
Dramatists’ Pact 


While the managers and the Dra- 
matists Guild (authors) are seem- 
ingly in agreement over revisions to 
the basic minimum agreement, which | 
expires March 1, a difference of 
opinion cropped up last week over | 
the new stipulation on alien drama- 
tists. 








The provision in question is | 
the requirement that British and 
other foreign authors must join the |! 
Guild before producers can present 
their works over here, 

Managers say that rule is tanta- | 
mount to a closed shop, but the auth- | 


|ors are adamant on the point and | 
have asked the treasurers to report! 


' their leaders. 


ordered to cut his routine to four} 


j or 50 days in jail, 


countered with the opinion that the | 
term is obsolete in this era of organ- 
ization. So far the changes in the 
pact have been considered only by 
committees from both sides and must 


each before acceptance. Believed | 
that the Guild members will back up 


Rule in the present agfeement pro- 
vides that a producer may do one 
play of foreign origin each year, but, 
if producing two or more, the author 
must join the Guild. Conceded that 
the disputed provision is not per- 
tinent at this time and same goes for | 
the near future, for the market for 
foreign plays has virtually disap- 
peared because of the war. Produc- 
tion in England is practically nil and 
little is known about new plays if 
any in continental Europe. Even if | 
the war ends soon, nothing could be | 
expected from Europe in the line of 
plays for a year thereafter. 

However, as the contract is for a 
five-year term, as was the original, 
some managers object to the new 
clause on general principles as an 
encroachment by the Guild. Few 
American producers are more than 
casually interested in foreign scripts, 


but some specialize in such plays, 
notably Gilbert Miller. 
The percentage of English plays 


which click on Broadway is notori- 
ously small. Exception currently is 
‘The Corn is Green,’ National. It 
was presented in London two years 
before it appeared here. An English 
melodrama, ‘They Walk Alone,’ 
started rehearsals this week. 


Tondeleyo To Hot For 
L.A., Get Cooter and Fines 


Los Angeles, Feb. 11. | 


Patricia Saunders and J. Harvey 
Johnson, principals in ‘White Cargo’ | 
at Beaux Arts Theatre here, and | 
producer William D. Swanson were 
found guilty and handgd stiff jolts 
in court on charges of presenting in- | 
decent performance. All have ap- | 
pealed sentences. 

Swanson was given 180 days in 
jail and $500 fine, with 50 days more 
if he fails to pay off. ‘Tondeleyo’ 
and Johnson were assessed $250 fine 





' 
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| assistant 


| not proper legislation. 


Ticket Brokers File New Action 
Against N.Y. State Law Limiting 


Premiums to 75c: 


March Trial 


New York ticket brokers have re- 
newed their fight against the ene 
forcement of the new state law plac- 
ing a maximum premium of 75c on 
all tickets and the new action may 
be heard in March. When the orig- 
inal suit was withdrawn recently 
after the agency people met with 
court reverses, it was stated that 
fresh proceedings would be started. 
Paul Moss, New York City license 
commissioner, and Lewis J. Valen- 
tine, police commissioner. aM again 
named as defendants by William A. 
Hyman, counsel for the ticket peonle. 

Brokers seek to enjoin them frome 
enforcing the law on the ground that 
it is ‘unreasonable,’ whereas in the 
first action it was contended the 
statute was ‘confiscatory.’ Original 
action named six brokers as com- 
plainants, while the present proceed- 
ing names 21, the suit being ‘for 
themselves and on behalf of all 
others similarly situated” Ticket 
men complain that the statute is 
illegal because it’s in violation of the 
14th amendment to the Constitution, 
which denies confiscation of prop- 
erty and property rights without due 
process of law. 

Further argued that a U. S. Su- 
preme Court decision in 1922 de- 
clared the fixing of ticket prices as 
unconstitutional as in the first action. 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Sidney 
Bernstein, in his recent ruling, indi- 
cated that the attitude of the highest 
tribunal at the time would be re- 
versed if called upon to consider the 
case now. 


Stress Sporting Events 
Cases cited by Charles Weinstein, 
corporation counsel, to 
show the changing trerid in high 
court decisions have been partially 
used as a basis for the new com- 





plaint on the part of ticket brokers, 


one reason why the first suit was 
withdrawn. Latter move was de- 
cided on while an application before 
Justice Ferdinand Pecora to amend 
the original complaint was pending. 
In reversing decision he indicated he 
would decline to allow the changes. 

In the new complaint the matter 
of limiting the premiums on tickets 
for sporting events, particularly prize 
fights, is stressed. Claimed that 
while tickets for legitimate shows 
are returnable and therefore not a 
loss risk, it is necessary for brolers 
to buy fight tickets outright. They 


'are not returnable. As such tickets 
| cost as high as 
| loss on unsold tickets are such that 
iit might force the agencies out of 


27.50, the chances of 


business. 
There are some 47 agencies, most 
of them operating under the code 


| which also places a premium ceiling 


at 75c over the boxoffice price. They 


| make no complaint about the code f 


at this time, but hope to be able to 
sell tickets for sporting events at 
prices that would assure profit and 
protect them from going into the 
red. Fact that the state law takes 
in all amusements and entertain- 
ments, while the code is restricted to 
the legit, is the basic reason why the 
brokers are in court. They will pos- 
sibly risk taking the case to Wash- 
ington, regardless of the contentions 
that more recent decisions point toa 


| change in the Supreme Court’s at- 


titude in regard to price-fixing. 
Among the arguments presented 
by the brokers is that they only han- 
dle the top-price tickets: that the 
purchase of same is a luxury; that 
they only sell a small percentage of 
the total number of tickets bought; 
that the state statute is illegal be- 
e it applies only to the city of 
New York; that the law was passed 
without application by city authori- 
ties or its council and is therefore 
Further con- 
of 


tended that Mayor La Guardia 


| New York vetoed a bill passed by 
| the council last year on the grounds 


that it was probably unconstitution- 
al. Mayor, however, is reputed to 
have urged that the new law be rig- 
idly enforced. 


Commissioner Moss is known to 
have recently acted on complaints 
that sidewalk ticket speculators were 
operating. He stated that at least 
one arrest had been made and that 


| he has a corps of inspectors observ- 


ing violation of rules he laid down, 
Those rules have been objected to by 
the brokers, who declare that there 
are no evils in the ticket business 
that call for the drastic penalties. 
Joseph McCarthy arrested for side- 
peculation pleaded guilty and 


wall 
Walk 


| was fined $25. 
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Literati 


| Curtis and Crowell Publishing com- 
panies, died Feb. 8 at his home in 
Augusta, Me. 

Marguerite 








Annenberg Tribute by Patterson 

Unusual tribute was paid last 
week, editorially, in the N. Y. Daily 
News by Capt. Joseph M. Patterson, 
its publisher, to Max Annenberg, un- 
til his recent illness the paper’s cir- 
culation director, The editorial col- 
umn of the News on the day follow- 
ing Annenberg's death was headed 
with a ‘Memo to Max Annenberg,’ 
and it read: 

‘Goodbye. I am going to miss 
you a lot. For many years you 
have been my best friend, out- 
side members of my family. 
Hope to be seeing you some day.’ 


| did a takeoff on the habitual use of 


| and the paper as ‘PS.’ 


| Kenny, 


; series 
| Telly’s Saturday amusement section, | 


Annenberg, 66, for 30 years as-! 


sociated with the Chicago Tribune 
and the N. Y. Daily News as direc- 
tor @ circulation for those news- 
papers, died Feb. 7 at his winter 
home in Phoenix, Ariz., after a five- 
month illness. A brother of M. L. 
Annenberg, publisher of the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer, he started his ca- 
reer with the Chicago Tribune in 
1893 and nine years later became cir- 
culation manager of the Hearst chain 


and Cosmopolitan magazine. He re- | 
turned to the Tribune in 1910 and | 


remained with the ofganization un- 
til his death. Also survivmg are his 
widow, Etta, and three children, Mrs. 
Sylva Leichner, prominent golfer; | 
Ivan Annenberg, present director of 


circulation for The News, and .an- | YOU 


other daughter, Mrs. Mindell Gross. 


In Memory of Odd McIntyre 
Charles B. Driscoll, who does | 





‘New York Day by Day,’ via Mc- Collier’s 
Naught syndicate, salutes an old | Volume, went via 


friend tomorrow (13) as follows, to 
lead off his column: 

Three years ago, at midnight 
on Feb. 13, Oscar Odd McIntyre, 
most beloved and most widely 
read writer in all history, fell 
asleep. As his friend and editor 
for 13 years, his biographer, and 
his unworthy successor in the 
carrying on of this column, it is 
my custom to set this day aside 
in his memory... 

Column 
Intyre’s seemingly tireless efforts ex- 
pended in turning out his daily 
column, for which ‘nobody can be 
paid well enough for that kind of 
service, for that kind of life and 
devotion.’ 





Bell’s Dot Thompson 
Bell Syndicate has contracted Dor- 
othy Thompson, the  columnist’s 
atint to start March 17 in more than 
135 dailies, weeklies and semi-week- 
lies, following the expiration on 





March 15 of her pact with the New | newspapers 
York Herald-Tribune Syndicate. Dis- | feature writer for The Boston Eve- 
agreement in policy with Ogden Reid, | ning American, died Feb. 6 in a Bos- 
the Herald-Trib’s publisher, which | ton hospital shortly after a heart at- 
came to a head last fall when Reid | tack. 


held out Miss Thompson’s column to 
support President Roosevelt’s third- 
term nomination, motivated her re- 
fusal to continue the pact. 


a newspaper columnist on March 15, 
1936, in the N. Y. 


115 publications. 


Miss Thompson will stack up 


against her present employer in New| the Herald and Express for the past 


York, 
the Post. 


Gauvreau Mag Off Till Fall 
Tab, pictorial mag which Emile 
Gauvreau was set to edit for Hill- 
man Publications this spring, has 
been pushed off until fall, it was 


| Londoner's Diary’ was thus set via 
i Random House. 


goes on to teil of Mc- | tures, syndicating arm of the Hearst 


newspaperwoman of the midwest, 
who for years covered news and con- 
by-liners, 
Ralph 
re- 


the first person by PM 
singling out, in particular, 
Ingersoll and pseudonymously 
ferring to him as ‘Ralph Dollarwatch’ | 
PM followed 
up Smith’s yarn by reprinting it ver- 
batim. 

Smith, incidentally, has done simi- 
lar burlesques on Ed Sullivan, Nick | 
Louella Parsons, Lucius 
all as part of a special 
for the World-| 


Plain Dealer, died Feb. 7 in a hos- 
pital near West Cornwall, Conn. 


CHATTER 


Merle Potter looking over the Hol- 
lywood studios for the Minneapolis 
Tribune. 


terview picture personalities for 


Beebe, etc. London News Chronicle. 
of features Pierre Lazareff, former editor of 
the Paris Soir, writing a history of 
that paper for Random House. 

Ed Anthony of Collier’s 


Jim Conzelman’s Column mag 


Jim Conzelman, quondam actor,| aboard a boat for California on a 
songwriter and newspaperman, but vacation. 

mostly coach of the pro Chicago | Hollywood Features Syndicate 
Cardinals football team, has been! servicing George Fisher's ‘Holly- 
signatured to do a_ three-a-week | wood Whispers’ to 62 papers. 
sports column for King Features.; Steve Laird, former Time mag 


Joe Connolly set the deal. 

Conzelman, who returns to the St. 
Louis municipal opera next summer 
to play in ‘Too Many Girls,’ is also 
under lecture management of W. 
Colston Leigh. 


man in Washington, now stationed 


regularly, 

New York Financial Writers pick 
| their new officers at an annual meet- 
in| tomorrow night (Thursday) at 
the Lexington hotel, N. Y. 

Pauline Corley, literary editor of 
the Miami News, authored ‘The 
| World and Richard,’ novel, which 
Bennett Cerf will publish shortly. 

Jerome Ellison, Reader’s Digest 
staff associate, leaving for Coast by 
auto to work on new novel. Random 
House to publish his ‘The Dam’ in 
spring. 
| Edward Van Every, N. Y. Sun 
‘The Wounded Don't Cry,’ the sports writer, on leave of absence 
war correspondent’s first for a month in Hollywood as research 
Dutton on an/| counsellor for his story, ‘Coney Is- 
agent's commitment previously made. | land,’ at 20th-Fox. 





Quentin Reynolds’ Diary 

Quentin Reynolds got a second 
book contract quite by accident when 
he ad libbed conversationally with 
Bennett Cerf, prez of Random 
House, who observed, ‘It’s too bad 
didn’t keep a diary.’ Reynolds 
said he did, however, and his ‘A 














Considine Signs for 5 Years 

Five-year contract of Bob Con- 
sidine, sports columnist on the Mir- 
ror, N. Y., has been renewed for a 
similar period. When he joined the 
Hearst outfit Considine signed with 
the American and when that daily 
was merged with the Journal, scribe 
switched to the Mirror. 

New contract is with King Fea- 


Piays on B’way 


Continued from page 42 


POPSY 


care, but she doesn’t think it fair to 
him and wants him to be free. 

With a house full of girls, the 
|plans of the old boy and his wife, 
|! Mary, look to be thoroughly shot 








publications. Recently, the Mirror’s| But toward the end everything turns 
sports editor, Dan Parker, was given! out to be all right. Ruth has a 


a new term contract. 


editor of the Los Angeles Herald and 


| shorts, 
Miss Thompson made her debut as | following a heart attack. 


Herald Tribune ; World, 
and subsequently that daily’s syndi- | York American in 1911 and shifted to 
cate sold her column to more than | California 17 years ago to become a 


Bell selling her in Gotham to | five years. 


said at the Hillman office this week. | 


Former editor of the New York 
Mirror was declared at his country 
home ‘working on the format of the 
new magazine.’ 

Gauvreau’s, autobiog, ‘My Last 
Million Readers,’ will be published 
shortly. He is also working on an- 
other book. 

PM-Roy Howard ‘Feud?’ 

The ‘feud’ that has arisen between 

the N. Y. World-Telegram and PM, 


| fainting spell and the doctor verifies 
her delicate condition, so a mes- 
sage brings her William flying to 
'her side, prematurely loaded with 
itoys. After making and unmaking 
: her mind more times than neces- 
Express, who had been an active | sary, Jane and her Bob rush to a 
newspaperman for 41 years, died of! parson and get hitched. Then Flor- 
a heart attack Feb. 3 in Los Angeles. | ence receives word that her man 
Frederick P. Perkins, 42, veteran 
newspaper man who had been a 
staffman for several New England | 
and more recently a} 


LITERATI OBITS 
George R. Rogan, 56, assistant city 


they are to go to South America for 


cide to scratch Hawaii and go in- 
stead to Niagara Falls. 


He seems skittish for a of 60 
who looks older. 
of pace and uses familiar manner- 
George R. Rogan, 36, assistant city | isms, but the part does not contain 
editor of Los Angeles Herald and | the ee See Sener — 
‘ : ; | King, as his wife, gives a good per- 
Speen and former producer of film | ¢ormance. Amone the daughters, 
died Feb. 4 in Los Angeles | Nancy Evans, as Ruth, appears best. 
Starting as | Sylvia Field has a fair part as the 
an office boy on the old New York | daughter with the kids, while Nata- 
Rogan moved to the New 


man 


Others are just so-so, but that may 
be traced to the play rather than 


picture maker. Later he resumed his| *he Players. Ibee. 
newspaper career and has been with 
iacubeen ave ts salen, TANYARD STREET 
two daughters and a son. Drama in three acts (four scenes) by 
rae Louls D' Alton. Directed by Arthur 
Jacob Shapiro, 50, southw estern | Shields: setting by Mercedes. Presented 
| representative of the Jewish Morn-| by Jack Kirkland, at Little, N. Y., Feb. 
r d . : 4, "41; $3.30 top. 
ing Journal, N. Y., who maintained | \osey’ Furlong........... —_ 
offices in St. Louis, died last week in | Mrs. Furlong.......... Zamah Cunningham 
San Antonio of influenza. Widow | N8mno Deasy.....e....-d Aideen O'Connor 
- 4 Hlessy MeMorna,. ER Eee 
and two children survive. Hugh McMorna...ccccccceces: Lloyd Gough 
John D. McAdams, 65, joint own- Davey Deasy.... --Art Smith 
: oe og Hale Norcross 
er and business manager of the Al-/| Kevin McMorna........... Arthur Shielde 
ton, Ill., Evening Telegraph, died in — 
a St. Augustine, Fla., hospital from Jack Kirkland, whose theatrical 


new N. Y. tab daily, is something | 


that stems from the fictional fancies 
of the PM bunch, according 
newspapermen in the know. 
PM, of course, with its New Deal 
attitude is diametrically at odds with 
the policy of Roy Howard and his 
Scripps-Howard papers, of which 
the Worid-Telly is the New York 
outlet, and PM editorially has em- 
phasized that point in no uncertain 
terms. However, the World-Telly’s 
repeated kidding attitude 
PM, particularly the yarn written a 


to |, 


toward | 


week or so ago by H. Allen Smith, , 


staff feature writer, is indicative of 
nothing more than Smith's usual 
whimsical burlesques on anybody or | 
anything, of which he’s done a num- 
ber in the past. 

Smith, in the aforementioned. yarn, | 


| ters survive. 


injuries suffered in an auto crash. | ventures since his fabulously profit- 


Widow, two daughters, four sisters able “Tobacco Road’ have invariably 
and a brother survive been unsuccessful, apparently has 
; another failure in this comedy- 


Floyd Rich, publisher of the Car- 
thage (N. Y Republican Tribune 
and one-time business manager of 
the Watertown (N. Y.) Standard and 
Hudson Valley (N. Y.) Star, died at 
a Watertown hospital Feb. 6 after 
an operation. 

George E. Walsh, 75, retired news- 

/erman and magazine writer, died 
Feb. 7 in a Bronx, N. Y., hospital 
from injuries he sustained in a fall 
at his home in City Island the same 
day. 

Lady Russell, 74, who, under the 
pseudonym of Elizabeth, wrote the 
best-selling novels, ‘Mr. Skeffington’ 
and ‘Enchanted April’ died Feb. 9 
in Charleston, S. C., from influenza. 

Charles E, Miller, 75, former ad- 
vertising manager of the old To- 


drama from Dublin’s Abbey Theatre. 
Like all Kirkland presentations, it 
is a well-intentioned production, but 
its script weaknesses make it a dub- 
ious boxoffice prospect and a negli- 
gible bet for pictures. 
All-important flaw in ‘Tanyard 
Street’ is that as a miracle play its 
effectiveness depends on _ its 


sages, which are really extraneous, 
are the only ones that hold atten- 
tion. Thus, Barry Fitzgerald, as a 
| ludicrous hypochondriac, gets steady 
‘laughs, but as soon as he’s off the 
stage and the vital theme of the 
play is resumed the audience begins 
its telltale coughing. 
While Fitzgerald is an 
buffoon, the other actors are unequal 
to Louis D’Alton’s stubborn script. 
Arthur Shields seems uneasy as the 
crippled Spanish Civil War veteran 


ledo (O.) Bee, and for the last 20 who is cured by faith. Margo ap- 
years head of his own advertising pears ill-at-ease and almost_ muted 
business, the Miller Agency Co., To- as his distraught wife. Lloyd 


Gough’s’ headlong. attack gives at 
| least partial conviction to the part 
|of the wounded man’s brother. 
whose love for his. sister-in-law 
merely adds to his embittered frus- 


ledo, died Feb. 2 in that city of a 
heart attack. Widow and two daugh- 


Fred F. Fitch, 64, magazine writer | 


in Berlin, and getting stuff through | a : : 
6 8 — | authov’s first attempt in English, pro- 


i | and formerly connected with the! 


Carse, 65, pioneer 


ducted a column for the Cleveland | 4P 


David Wells in Hollywood to in- | 


tration. Zamah Cunningham and 
Aideen O'Connor are unable to 
bring static parts to life, while Hale 
Norcross seems unnecessarily anemic 
as ‘a priest and Art Smith struggles 
vainly in an unsuited role. 

Besides playing the central part, 
Shields staged the piece and was 
parently baffled by the play's con- 
flict of moods. Setting by Mercedes 
seems atmospheric, but has a stock 
| appearance. Play’s opening was 
| postponed several times because of 
casualties to the cast and various 
other mishaps. It may have been 





jinxed from the start. Hobe. 
| —_— OO + — 
BOUDOIR 
Drama tn three acts (four scenes) by 


Jacques Devel Staged by the author, with 
settings by Raymond Sovey. Presented by 
Jacques Chambrun, at Golden, N, Y., Feb. 
7. ‘41; $3.50 top ($4.40 opening). 


‘. 
Dorts Williams Jane Donner 


Cora Ambershell........ Helen Twelvetrees 
2 a are aebeos Richard Irving 
PRT. cccccccescoseesesce cree Casas 
| Phoebe Maussuber........Josephine Stanton 
Ethel! Shannon..... TYTTo Jeraldine Dvorak 
Pind PRINOll..scccesesees Hlenry Brandon 
Peamar Massubers.cccccceee: Tavior Holmes 
b CIMVIOPE so cccececeoseceseces Staats Cotworth 
GRIRMO, a cccccvsdcevcdecsedcocens Else Argal 


This Jacques Deval drama, the 


vided one of those opening-night em- 


barrassments the Broadway theatre | 


must occasionally endure, Yarn 
about the intrigues and eventual dis- 


| aster of an 1880 cocotte may not be 


the season's absolute nadir, but it’s 
bad enough. In fact, it’s terrible. 
Writing is all perfectly grammati- 
cal, but such painfully stilted hokum 
that first-nighters soon got the gig- 
gles and presently laughed the piece 
almost off the stage. That was bru- 


tal on the innocent actors, but a fair 


enough estimate of the show. 

Deval, who wrote the. original 
French versions of ‘Tovarich.’ ‘Her 
Cardboard Lover’ and ot cr Broad- 


| way plays, cirected th’s ove himself. 


| parts 


has landed a much better job and | 


a trip. The professor and Mary de- ' 


Al Shean, as the prof, is featured. 


He tries a change | 


lie Thompson is the changeable Jane. | 


| Alexander 


dre- | 
matic scenes—yet the comedy pas- | 


infectious | 


Helen Twelvetrees, making her 
Broadway debut as the lead. is a 
looker, but her playing is rigidly ex- 
pressionless. Taylor Holmes is sin- 
cere as the elderly admirer. Else 
Argal, the author’s wife, is direct and 
helievable in a supporting lead. 
Staats Cotsworth manages to retain 
his dignity in one of the most absurd 
in memory. Henry Brandon 
has little to do but smile amiably as 
a rakish swain who turns out to be 
a homicidal maniac. Raymond So- 
vey’s single setting is elegant. 
Hobe. 


Piay Out of Town 


Out Of The Frying Pan 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 


| Comedfrin three acts by Francis Swann; 











produced by William Deering and Alex- 
ander Kirkland; staged by Kirkland; set- 
ting, Cirker and Robbins. At the Mary- 
land theatre, Baltimore, Feb, 4, ‘41. 3.22 
top. 
George Bodell.....00c0es: William W. Terry 
Mrs. Garmnet...cees 6s %05%0505 cee eee 
Norman Reese..... Pesan tne sé Alved Drahe 
Murial Foster...... «.. Florence MacMichael 
/ Ree Amit. cicecos Coeeseoes Nancy Douglass 
MarB®e BenSOn.cesccccccsceee Toulse Snyder 
Tony Dennison...cecees ...-Sellwyn Myers 
EPGttiO: Conus «.cs6eKed Barbara Vel Geddes | 
Br, CODUPR. ccccccesoecsesece Henry Antrim 
Mr. KRenny.ccoccsccccccecss Reynolds Evans 
BS oc 604.5% 066 605E06 64064682 Arthur Holland 
FOG... ceccesesccecesecesoes George Mathews 


This new play ‘»y Francis Swann, 
youngest member of the local family 
which operates the nearby strawhat 
Hilltop theatre, was given a summer 
tryout there this past season and at- 
tracted considerable Broadway at- 
tention. Now being sponsored by 
Kirkland and William 
Deering on a more ambitious course 


and given considerable rewriting and | 


shifting, it remains as before, a 
pleasant enough comedy, but still 
not strong enough to make the grade 
;on its proposed Broadway effort. 
[It opened last night (Tuesday) on 
Broadway.] 

There is at least one saving grace 
to ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ and that 
is the refreshing presence of a bright 
and promising group of stage-struck 
youngsters acting and being enacted 
in the story at hand. Wrapped 
around the efforts of an evenly di- 
vided sextet of boys and girls who 
have banded together in the strictly 
platonic tenancy of an apartment 
where the expenses of living can be 
held down, the ensuing twists and 
complications lend themselves to 
some diverting theatre. 

Besides the pecuniary advantages 
of living under the same roof, there 
is another possibility of attracting a 
| hard-to-make Broadway producer 
who lives in the flat below. It was 
his apartment before success in the 
way of a current Broadway smash 
shone upon him, and his superstition 
prevails upon him to stay on. The 
'kids upstairs have carefully re- 
hearsed their own version of his hit, 
and through conveniently located 
radiator openings in the floor watch 
for the opportune moment when 
they can pounce on the great man 
| and force him into an audition. 

A visit by a dumbdora girl friend 
of one of the aspiring thespians and 
the sudden barging in of her papa 
from Boston tie matters into a pretty 
pickle, plus the unlooked-for en- 
trance of the producer himself bent 
on the loan of a spot of flour. The 
audition accomplished under ditfi- 
culties and when the _ intruding 
father turns out to be the head play 
censor from Beantown bent on turn- 
ing loose a tirade on the hit in- 
volved, it’s a cinch that Boston is 





going to get a second company and 
that all of the dear children in. 
volved are going to be in the cast. 

| There are lots of good situations 
;and a liberal sprinkling of laughs 
plus some sympathy for the hopes 
of the juves who are trying so hard, 
Main trouble is that the story is not 
| sufficiently sustained in its present 
| writing and a large portion of the 
| proceedings smacks of sophomoric 
wit. The characters of the producer 
|and the irate parent are badly writ- 
/ten and hard to believe. A bit of 
| romance is nicely handled, but there 
|is too much rushing around and clut- 
tering up of the stage. 

Cast is on the nice side. Florence 
MacMichael, only survivor of the 
summertime tryout, shows consider- 
able promise as the dumb dame who 
helps throw a monkeywrench into 
the works. She has a natural knack 
for laughs and should find ample op- 
portunities for her very evident tal- 
ent. Also cute is Barbara Bel Geddes 
as the youngest and dizziest of the 
embryonic players. Daughter of 
Norman Bel Geddes, this is her stage 
bow. Mabel Paige, as a bemused 
and slightly puzzled landlady, also 
;makes her role count. Alexander 
Kirkland’s direction passes muster 
!and the setting by Cirker and Rob- 
| bins is quite adequate. Arthur Hop- 
| kins has been pitching in here on 
shaping the comedy. 

Francis Swann has come close 
| with this one and shows considerable 

promise. Regardless of the Broad- 
| way outcome, ‘Out of the Frying 
Pan’ has picture possibilities. It has 
;}much to recommend it in that direc- 
tion, and properly worked over may 
/even accomplish some success as a 
| play. Burm. 





Opera 











‘L’Amore dei Tre Re’ 


Opera in three acts: music by Italo Mon- 


temezzi; libretto by Sam Benelli; conduce 
tor, Italo Montemezzi; stage director, De- 
| sire Defrere; chorus master, Fausto Cleva, 
Pp POMIORIOR, <ncsescceve oqoces tO Pinza 
S PEANEOOO ac 6d 0 ceceseciccns Richard Bonellf 
1 AVING. .ccocscececeesscossas Charles Kullman 
PRED avécueneentveee ae Alessio De Paolis 
Fim OMG A0d6essobee eee .-..- Nicholas Massue 
PSRs oes €648.04699008 cee eecueke Grace Moore 
Se ENE -4'oo 084409 540068065 Iucillie Browning 
A Young Woman.......... Maxine Stellman 
AN Old Woman, ..cccccesccere Anna Kaskas 


Mm BROPeera G6 VOOR. é<.ceccecsce Reno Mabillt 


cimnninaniae 


The first presentation of the sea- 
son of ‘L’Amore Dei Tre Re’ of italo 
Montemezzi took place Friday (7) 
at the Metropolitan Opera house, 
with New York society and the curi- 
|ous jamming the doors to see Grace 
Moore assume the role of the hero- 
ine Fiora, and the debut as a con- 
| ductor of Montemezzi, the composer. 
| Why the soprano desired to sing the 
somewhat thankless role of Fiora is 
| somewhat of a mystery, for it hardly 
compares with the fat parts of Mimi 
in ‘Boheme,’ or the title role in ‘Lou- 
lise,’ and does not contain a single 
aria in which the star may exhibit 
her voice on a grandiose scale. 

Miss Moore was vocally well up 
to her task. Her voice has improved 
yearly until today she ranks at the 
{top of the country’s lyric sopranos, 
and nowhere does she exhibit her 
talents quite so well as in the mag- 
nificent second act duet ‘Oh Fiora, 
Fiora, sono Avito,’ with Kullman. 
The singer, however, was badly di- 
rected in her acting of the part, es- 
pecially in act two. There was a 
love tack!e at one part that produced 
|a squirming audience. 
| Despite the fact that she is a lyric 
' soprano, her final dramatic duet with 
|Pinza before being strangled with 
the five B flats, ‘Allora quello ch’io 
bacio,’ indicates that as her voice 
matures, the heavier roles will also 
| be hers. 

Best vocalism and acting of the 
evening was’ provided by Pinza, 
whose Archibaldo ranks as one of 
the bass’ greatest characterizations. 
His aria ‘O Ricorda, il pensiero mio 
stanotte’ stopped the show in the 
first act, while his portrayal of the 
| character of the blind King was a 
swell dish of melodrama and pathos 

Richard Bonelli sang well in his 
two arias, ‘Fiora, Fiora piccolo fliore,’ 
and ‘Fanciulla tu non puoi mulla 
donarmi,’ but the baritone refused to 
force his voice, and at times was 
smothered by the orchestra. His 
acting was no more than adequate, 
operatic gestures interfering some- 
what with the visual presentation. 

The voice df Charles Kullman car- 
| ried well over the footlights, and the 
tenor did a veoman iob in the duet 
with Miss Moore. His last act aria 
‘Fiora, Fiora E Silenzio’ was well 
delivered. His absurd costuming in 
act two and his successful rivalry 
(in love) of the more robust Bon- 
elli was part of the showmanship 
absurdities of the performance. 

The chorus and secondary roles 
were capably filled, but the star of 
| the performance was undoubtedly 
| the 67-year-old conductor-composer, 
whose reading of his own score 
brought out every nuance of the rich 
| harmonic background, and held the 
| audience spellbound with the ma- 
| Jestic sweep of his baton. Not since 
| the days of Toscanini has this score, 
| the most vital of the 20th century 
| Italian operas, received such a per- 
{formance at the Met. It is to be 
| hoped that the management will take 
advantage of its opportunity and 
give Montemezzi other operas to 
‘conduct besides his own. Smith. 
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| Chi Legit B.0. Healthy; DuBarry’ 
Big $23,000, ‘Blossom’, $12,500 


VARIETY 


Dante 8G in St. Loo | 
| 


B way B.0. Brightest on Weekends: 
Lady, ‘Ha'tie’ Each $32,000, ‘Joey, 


45 








St. Louis, Feb. 11. 
Dante and his ‘Sim Sala Bim’ 
magic show closed a two-week stand | 
, at the American theatre Saturday | 
(8) in a two-day blizzard that froze | 

















Chicago, Feb. 11. 
All four shows in the loop last 
week continued to do very well, even 
‘Blossom Time,’ which will have at 
least a five-week run in the Grand 
to excellent business. Shuberts are 
planning to follow on Feb. 24 with 


‘Student Prince,’ but these plans may 

be revised if ‘Blossom’ continues to 

thrive. 
Next week marks the first anniver- 


+ 





WOOLLCOTT’S ‘DINNER’ — 
FINE $17,200 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 11. 

It’s a second week here for ‘Man | 
Who Came To Dinner,’ with Alex- 
ander Woollcott, at Ford's, and biz 
has been fine from the teeoff. Slated | 
to follow at same house is ‘Time of | 





b.o. activity. 
mated $8,000 for 10 performances. 
First week grossed approximately 
$10,000. The house was scaled to | 
$1.50. House was dark for three 
weeks before Dante’s visit and again 
is dark currently. 

Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc., nas | 
largest mem!)2rship in history of the | 


| Organization, but manager Paul Beis- 


man has been unable to get shows. 
No shows are scheduled now until 
March 18. when ‘There Shall Be No 


| Night’ comes in. 





Piece copped an esti- | 


OK $22,000, ‘Corn’ Juicy $20,000 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton (4th 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Ticket sale 
extends into late May; line at the 
boxoffice throughout the day 


for | 


ten by Frederick Herendeen; opened 
Monday; severely panned. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (46th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Well out in 
front; although the grosses are mod- 
erate, operating expense is ditto; 
again approached $9,000. 

‘Tanyard Street,’ Little (1st week) 
(D-530; $3.30). Was panned and an- 


sary of ‘Life With Father’ in the | Your Life,’ Feb. 17, and ‘Tobacco ¢ 3  Sitese atin ee approximates | abenene te eles Eeteemen (a) plan 
loop and a big celebration will be| Road,’ Feb. 24. Dowling play will ond. , * » p...., |changed and relighted last night 
held in commemoration. Oscar Ser-/| provide third of current ATS sub- ’ ’ . Boys and Girls Together, Broad- |(Tuesday) after good Saturday 
lin is figuring that the show will be | scription season of six plays. hurst (19th week) (R-1.160; $4.40). 


here until June and has the Black- 
stone until that time. 

Smash trade for ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady’ keeps that show here despite 
the continued ‘last weeks’ warning 
in the ads. Also at virtual capacity 
is ‘Pins and Needles,’ which, at $1 
top, draws a steady patronage that 


will keep that show in town until | 


Both legit houses here were again 
open last week. All the action, how- 
ever, was for ‘Dinner,’ with pre- 
Broadway effort of ‘Out of the Fry- 
ing Pan,’ at the indie booked Mary- 
land, floundering at the b.o. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Ford’s | 

(1,900; $2.78). First of two-week stay 





SETS RECORD 
INCINCY 


After next week scale will be low- 
ered to $3.30 top: business off Thurs- 
day and Friday last week all along 
line; revue around $17,000. 


789; $3.30). Opened Friday 


(7); 


panned heavily by critics; chances | 


doubtful. 


night; about $3,000 in seven times. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (11th 

week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Standees in 

all performances for imported 


|drama, which was first straight play 
‘Boudoir,’ Golden (lst week) (D-_ hit of season; $20,000. 


i 


‘The Mechanical Heart,’ 
‘The Mechanical Heart.’ 


Miller 
Miller. 


| Again postponed; first called ‘The 


Talley Method’; due Feb. 24. 


| ana ; . 
| clicked off merry $17,200, with in- |, cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck | ““nehaceo Road, Forrest (373 
spring. ee a terest from nearby rural centers | —_— | (16th week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Sat- | cory) C-1.107. $1 10) yp tn A 
In the offing is ‘Sister Eileen’ for| peiping swell the take. Woollcott | | urday night and Sunday matinee ca- ag FL sey: ae 


the Harris on Feb. 17 with Guy Rob- 
ertson and Audrey Christie. “Louisi- 
ana Purchase’ is scheduled to try in 





getting plenty space in the dailies. 
‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Maryland | 
(1,550; $2.22). Debut of comedy by 


Cincinnati, Feb. 11. 


An all-time top for Cincy at $3.30 
scale was made by ‘Hellzappopin’ 


pacity, but affected on other days 
like the field; bit under $12,060 last 
week; will play into next month. 


pear to be keeping long stayer on 
the list; rated around $4,000 and a 


; small profit registered. 


the mammoth Auditorium  next|)°" ; d ing night by last week in the 2.500-seat Taft audi-| ‘claudia’ (CD-719: Revivals 
south Pree Qh pte yb torium. After deductions for fed- Pee Ry A =e a Bat a —_— on James (llth 
Estimates for Last Week | winding up with less than $3,000 for eral — taxes the gross on by Rose Fraken; out-of-town reports bette ates ae Tg Bo 
‘Blossom Time,’ Grand (3d week) | the week. ’ ne tee eon ances was _ approxi- | tavorable; opens tonight (12). , 


(1,200; $2.75). Best mark for this re- 
vival in several appearances in Chi- 





| 


mately $36.000. Show did a shade 
better than $9,000 on the matinee 


‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. | 


started very big, but has been eas- 
ing off lately; around $16,000. 


> _ ap . and night performance Saturday (8); | (2d week) (R-1,325; $3.30). First full ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (17th week) 
cago: again clicking off a bright Current Road Shows |both turnaways. week of resumed engagement tak- | (C-1,064; $3.30). Expected to stick 
$12,500. | Wham pull was close to the local | ings approximated $10,000; can just! into spring period; unusual for re- 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Erlanger 
(7th week) (1,300; $3.30). Rolling 
along to sellouts despite the $3.30 
tariff and the absence of any big 
conventions in town at this time. 
Great again at nearly $23,000. 

‘Life With Father,” Blackstone 
(50th week) (1,200; $2.75). 
niversary near and the show con- 
tinues to evidence boxoffice stamina. 
Smart publicity and promotion 
throughout has meant much in hold- 


First an- | 





(Feb. 12-22 





Ballet Russc de Monte Carlo—_ 
Savoy, San Diego (12); Bridges aud, 


| Claremont, Calif. (13); Philharme vie 
‘aud, Los Angeles (14-15); H. S. aud, 


Phoenix (17); Temple of Music, Tuc- | 


'son (18); Liberty hall, El Paso (19); 


g up the pace. Brilliant at $14,500. | ; 
” —Grand, Chicago (12-22). 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker 


(8th week) (1,200; $1). 


Party trade | 


Fair Park aud, Dallas (20); Music 


hall, Houston (21-22). . 
‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
(Katharine 


‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ 


record by George White’s ‘Scandals’ | 


Burg is taking a legit breather | 
until Feb. 27, when Katharine Cor- | 
nell comes into the 1,400-seat Cox 
for three days in ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ 
at $3.30 top. 


i 


} 
| 


‘PHILLY STORY’ LEGIT 
VS. FILM IN PHILLY 





about get by at that level, but im- 


|in 1928 at $4.40 top, which fetched | provement anticipated. 
| $39,000. 


‘Flight to the West,’ Guild (6th 
week) (D-956; $3.30). Has not im- 
proved as expected, despite favorable 
comment; serious drama on the Nazi 
subject around $5,000. 


‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Lyceum (16th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
Eased off mostly because of Thurs- 
day and Friday (7); steady down- 
pour on latter day hurt: around 
$8,000; will nmlay matinee and night 
next Sunday. 





vival to play that long; somewhat 


| off lately, but okay; rated over $8,000 


last week. 


‘STORY,’ $27,000, 
TERRIFIC IN HUB 


_—— 





: dea # E —_——— ‘Hellzapoppin,” Winter Garden 

holding down the money a bit, but | Cornell, Raymond Massey )—Cass’ | ame sok. aes _ Boston, Feb. 11. 
to the doors at practically every per- at Sie (17-22) i i Philadelphia, Feb. 11. an eee ee ‘Life With Father’ began its 20th 
formance. Big $8,100. “hh There is plenty of interest and ster Png gs . | week Monday, with two more to go 
> ee _ ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) curiosity here this week concerning markable for this stage of long run; | and is still enjoying a healthy trade 
|Erlanger, Chicaxo (12-22). biz, of The Philadelphia | Story’ arcund $25,000 and may stick into a| Katnarine ‘Hepourn., jammed “the 
TOBACCO , $19 000 ‘Hellzapoppin’—Nixon, Pittsburgh bet in <4 = rl os to the a ral ee ’ : ‘Colonial every performance last 
; , ’ (12-22) a ag hapa * a. ae It Happens om Ice,’ Center (18th | week with her single-week return 
68. sion, now in its fourth very big week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Usually off | engagement. in ‘Philadelpia Story.’ 
GREAT IN PITT REPEAT ‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— | week at the Boyd. during the week, but excellent week- | According to indications, it’s going 
Blackstone, Chicago (12-22). Judging by advance sale and end attendance holds gross up; little | to be very quiet around here for the 
ntiejed opening night's attendance, stage off last week: close to $32,000 level. | next month. unless some unexpected 


‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 


, version has no cause for worry. 





ree: | | ... ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (2Ist | bookings t 
Pittsburgh, Feb. Tl. _|—Repertory, Boston (12-22). Only legit competitor this week is | week) (D-1,016, $3.30), Like most| . Eotimates for Last Week 

The Bs ten! Ke mo eae ni in ‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) Boebven — pag i oo gp others, attendance was somewhat; ‘Philadelphia Story,’ Colonial (one 
aa B groggy B. al the —Temple, Birmingham (12); Lanier night (Monday). Locust has been | down last week; around $6,000 esti- | ween og age SRO 7, were 
Nixon last week for the ’steenth;aud, Montgomery, Ala. 3); Er- having a much more successful legit mated; makes some money at named Be ee eB gon vais ndaueiak 
time at $1.65 top and tore the town | langer, Atlanta (14-15); Bijou, Chat- season than in 1939-40. Last week, figure. , he Dark. Alvin (3d| new record, but tally of $27,000 is 
apart again, doing a spectacular tanooga (17); Ryman aud, Nashville ‘The Time of Your Life’ grossed| ‘Lady . 2 a $4 40) * wee : os sen- | smasho for any show in this house. 
$19,000 in nine performances. Man- (1g): Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (19); estimated $17.500 for its second and | — pig lH as pM ns ec Bagger | ‘Life With Father,’ Civic Repertory 
agement was forced to insert an | yo orjal aud, Louisville (20); Bijou, final hn — ectaak n't — one ra is mabe better than $32.- | (19th week) (965; $2.75)—‘Last Two 
extra matinee Friday (7). Knoxville (21): Plaza, Ashville, N.C Ee ow beat 5, in its firs 000. | Weeks’ sign is out and the final rush 


Nobody ever thought ‘Road’ would 


then nobody ever knows what 


| (22). 
ever top its $17,500 of last year, _ | ' 
the | 


Littlefield Ballet—A. & M. college, 


‘Liberty Jones,’ Shubert (lst week) 
(D-1,405; $3.30). 


Opened last Thurs- | 


indicates a glorious finish for this 
show, which has been the talk of the 


season here. Took $14,500 for 19th 


. e ‘ ay . Ui) ’ ic 7 j > ! 
saga of Jeeter Lester is going to do; College Station, Texas (12); Sim- ‘Claudia : 5G ‘Talle ‘ aay ef stage oe wi | stanza. 
ae : . : ‘ She es . Aud » oN’, y, better line on chances this wee . ee a a 
around these parts. It opened tO| mons U.. Abilene, Texas (14); Aud, ‘Life With Father,’ Empire (65th | 
SRO and stayed that way through- | xy Worth (15): Fair Park aud, Dal- $4 000 S lit N H Wk week) (C-1,005; $3.30). This laugh | ° 
= jr geal phage Ai i Re ory las (16): Aud, Memphis (18); Aud | 3 , p y AVedd, * show making a fortune with fine | Ballet 236 in Montreal 
have aie menit 4 deste Show’s Vicksburg, Miss. (19); Lanier aud. ——— grosses here, Chicago and Boston; | 
certain to come back again this year. | Montgomery, Ala. (20). New Haven, Feb, 11. slight variance in takings; $18,000, 


‘Hellzapoppin’ is current for two | 


‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 


Shubert split last week with 


which easily tops the other two com- 


Montreal, Feb. 11. 
Ballet Russe, in six nights and two 























, erisiag? ‘Cl: ? 3 sur performances | Panies. é et Sa ls ch be 
weeks. eet | Locust, Philadelphia (12-22). be gage 5 gM sad pee ree ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial | Matinees at His Majesty s, got away 
— —— ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- te 3 aes in meee Bee (7-8) (37th week) (C-1.450: $4.40). Very | last week (3) with gala di ce 
. tebb)—Aud. Memphis (12):| c-. hah ae ara ‘esc. and little affected last week, although attended by Governor-General and 
Lunts Got Big $13,000 }ton Web Aud, pnis “ : Claudia’ drew nice press an pace has been under the levels of Princess Alice 
ne , soi , (13); orabl rd-of- Jarner S beer! , : é vm +4. me , ba 
v ’ Municipal aud, Shreveport, La. favorable word- oo a yo earlier months: was under-auoted;|, Standees first two nights and big 
1 Melba, Dallas (14-15); Waco hall, an approximate $5. ) at b, aplindar’. 5. $27,000: only two three shows higher. iz balance of week grossed approxi- 
In Four Seattie Shows Waco, Texas (17); Texas, San An- ae Ring ord Rong gh Rar Guam’ Why Came ty timer? to, | mately SGneee 
. / : mz ; . Gilto top, D aed ¢t Rip o. eo ¢ 
cnenanen tonto (Gy; Music bel, maumen. events any ontivusionen here. Orig- | sic Box (69th week) (C-1,013: $3.30). | ———— 
a b. 11 Texas (19-20); Paramount, Austin inally skedded to open Thursday (6), | Was slightly under previous week 
Soartie, Fen. 21. (21); Majestic, Ft. Worth (22). that night’s performance was can-| and, while not up with eget 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, in : P setae hin” gn ctrenetnen ftHonee nei last season. is still turning weekly 
‘There Shall Be No Night,’ last week ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- celled due to ptomaine illness of sl te ag ey B 
hung up best legit gross record in | ander Woollcott )—Ford’s, Baltimore Ina Claire. ose Se ‘Meet the People.’ Mansfield (7th 
three years. (12-15): Community, Hershey, Pa week) (R-1,000; $3.30). Theatre 
"7 yi j y ] +i a 1 va =cyY »~wihat * , > 
Metropolitan, seating 1,500, hadj| (17): Playhouse, Wilmington, Del.! ’ ° - parties helped somewhat last week; |] 
standing-room sales, bringing take to | (18-19): Lyric, Richmond (20-22). Foxes 24G in Nighters Coast revue eased off to around ff} 
estimated $13,000 in three night and ‘My Sister Eileen’—Erlanger. Buf- Memphis, Feb. 11. _ $10 000; claimed to better even 
one matinee _ performances. Top 1 (19-18): Harris. Chicago (17-22) Tallulah Bankhead’s ‘Little Foxes’ | break at that fi ure 
was $3.45. falo (12-15): Harris, nicag i-22 snagged appre ximately $5,300 in ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (4th 
By drawing $9,000 in Victoria and ‘Nicht Must Fall’ (Florence Reed, cingle day's two performances at! week) (C-1,000; $3.30). _ Had it not f 
$3,000 in Vancouver the Lunts Douglass Montgomery)—His Maj- Ellis Auditorium Saturday (8) after- been for heavy rain Friday gross 
Brossed $25,000 last week. esty’s, Montreal (12-15); Savoy. Ham- noon and night. _ 1 aoe as ek ae ee | 
: ee , 7-19): Er uffal Gross is exceedingly good, pretty | approachec 2 ay ergy 
ilt mn. Ont (17 19): Erlanger, Buffalo “eae: a capacity. especially in view ‘My Sister Eileen.” Biltmore (7th 
(20-22). of Bankhead’s last visit here with | week) (CD-991; $3.30). No question 


‘Ladies’ 5G in 2 1-Niters 


Bridgeport, Feb. 11. 





weeks, left immediately for Holly- 
wood to play in Metro’s ‘The Year- 
ling, with Spencer Tracy. Isobel 
Elsom, also in ‘Ladies,’ was Metro- 
tested Monday (10). 


‘Ladies in Retirement,’ English | ; | week) (C-939;: $3.30). Hurt more 
meller which Theatre Guild took; ‘Philadelphia Story’ oo aha —<—<—__—__—_— {than the — re ve ee 
over from Gilbert Miller, ended tour | Hepburn) — Forrest, Philadelphia : ; . . | approximated $11,000, but expected [;— : 
Saturday (8) at municipally-operat- (12-18). aud, Jackson, Miss. (21); Municipal to ‘rebound to better money. i 
ed Klein Memorial Auditorium. Biz | . : 4 k aud, Shreveport, La. (22). | ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 'f 
was fair at estimated $1,800 for mati-| “Pins and  Nedles’—-Studebaker. | «sim Sala Bim’ ‘Dante)—Hartman, (C-873: $3.30). Presented by Alex- a 
nee and night at $2.20 top. Chicago (12-22). ' Columbus, O. (12-15); Hanna, Cleve-| ander Kirkland and William Rogers it 

Flora Robson, star of play for 46 ‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— jand (16-22). | Deering: written by Francis Sawn; 

i 





Original Ballet Russe—Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto (12-15); Court Square. 
Svringfield, Mass. (17); Opera house, 
Boston (18-22), 


Biltmore, Los Angeles (12-15); Russ, 
San Diego (17); Municipal aud, Long 
Beach, Cal. (18); Lobero, Santa Bar- 


bara (19): Civic, Pasadena (20): 


show so bad it never reached Broad- 
wav (‘I Am Different’). 

‘Foxes’ grossed $24,000 in one 
nighters last week. | 





‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Curran, San 
Francisco ‘12-22). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 


'onened yesterday 


about this one having landed; quoted 
at better than $16.500: second com- 
panv on the way to Chicago. 


‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco (7th 


(Tuesday ). 

‘Pal Joev.’ Barrvmore (7th week) 
(M-1,104: $4.40). One of the musical] 
clicks that should be among the 
summer stayers; matinees somewhat 





NOW APPEARING AT 


EARL CARROLL’S THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
































GAR 











| White, Fresno (21); Memorial aud. jng)—National, Washington (12-15); ' of but everings se” out: $?9.000. - nucemiy aamadeih 
$3,000 in Prov. 1-Niter | Sacramento (22). Ford’s, Baltimore (17-22). ‘Panama Hattie’ 46th St. (15th 7 
Providence, Feb. 11. | San Carlo Opera—Aycock aud ‘Tobacco Road’ (‘John Bafton)— week) (M-1.347; $440). Not « frectec “HELLZ-A-POPPIN 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ cornered! Greensboro, N. C. (12); Winthrop Capitol, Steubenville, O. (12); Ritz, a. ee eee ON TOUR 
pee ney ha ee . Bin ey college, Rock Hill, S. C.,,(13); Aud Clarksburg. W. Va. (13); Fairmont, play oF presi Kod = + aaa da e 
Friday (7) despite season's heaviest AUsusta. Ga. (14); Municipal aud Fairm ms, Ww Va. (14), ped Aanenery ‘Popsy. Plavhouse (C-865: $3.30) Mgt.: WM. KENT 
rain storm, Macon. Ga. (17); State Teachers col- Cumberland, Md (15); National, | presented by Ted Hammerstein 1776 B’way. New York 
Scale ranged from 50c to $3. }lege, Tallahassee, Fla. (18-19); City Washington (17-22) iDenis Dufor and Hoch Skellw: writ- [-————_— a 
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OBITUARIES 


ARTHUR A. PENN 


Arthur A. Penn, 65, comic-opera 
composer who scored his greatest 
success in the pop field with 


‘Smilin’ Through,’ which he wrote 
in 1919, died Feb. 6 at his home in 
New London, Conn., after a long 
illness. The title of his song was 
later as a title for a Jane Cowl-Jane | 
Murfin play and two films. 

Penn, who wrote more than 30 
operettas, was born in London anc 
came to the United States in 1903. 
A descendant of William Penn, 
founder of Pennsylvania, he had 
served as drama and music critic for 
several provincial English dailies 
before turning to songwriting. 

Penn's tunes failed to appeal to 
the American public. After an 
unsuccessful publishing venture 
in San Francisco, he later became a 
piano salesman and at one time was 
a press agent for the old Essanay 
studios. ‘Smilin’ Through’ resulted 
from a prosaic ride on the Long 
Island Railroad. Inspired by an ad- 
vertising placard, Penn wrote the 
words and music in 20 minutes on 
the back of an envelope. 

Among his operettas were ‘Yoko- 
hama Maid,’ a musical which found 
much favor with amateur producers; 
‘The China Shop,’ ‘Rose of the Dan- 
ube,’ ‘Your Royal Highness,’ ‘Cap- 
tain Crossbones’ and ‘The Lass of 
Limerick Town’. He also wrote two 
pop songs, ‘Carissima’ and ‘Sunrise 
and You, which he considered much 
better compositions than ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ though they never won 
any degree of popularity. 

Surviving is his widow, Eleanor. 
Funeral services were held in New 
York and cremation followed at the | 
Fresh Pond Crematory, Queens, 
iF 





ANDREW G. HETTESHEIMER 


Andrew G. Hettesheimer, 73, active | 
in theatrical business in Cincinnati 
since 1880 and a pioneer in the mo- 
tion picture field, died Feb. 5 in a 
Cincy hospital four days after suf- | 
fering a heart attack at his home. 
For the past five years he managed | 
the Norwood theatre in Norwood, | 
suburb. 


| stralian 


| Research, N. Y., at the time of her 





fidential secretary besides acting as 

his general manager, Baron did not, 

retire as a performer as it was his | 

custom to have a small part in the 

various Wynn shows. 
His widow, Mildred, survives. 


ARTHUR B. (BANJO) PATERSON 


Arthur B. (Banjo) Paterson, 76, 
author, lyricist and former Austral- 
ian war correspondent, died Feb. 5 
in Sydney, Australia. Though he was 
born Arthur Paterson, the son of a 
sheep rancher, he assumed the name 
of Banjo from a race horse he had 
once owned. 

The writer of many popular Au- 
ballads, Paterson was also 
considered an authority on songs of 
the Australian Bush and at one time 
edited an anthology of such music. 
Besides covering the major wars of 
the past 50 years for several Austral- | 
ian newspapers, he was a novelist 
and a prolific writer of verse. 


HOPE NEWCOMBE 
Mrs. John M. Thomas, 38, who was 


Hope Newcombe professionally, died 
in New York Jan. 29 of a heart at- | 
tack. | 

Miss Newcombe was formerly as- 
sociated with the North Shore Play- | 
ers, Marblehead, Mass., managed the | 
County Playhouse, Westport, Conn., 
for Lawrence Langner, was in the 
office of Theresa Helburn when the 
latter had a play-reading bureau and 
was registrar of the Dramatic Work- 
shop of the New School for Social | 





| death, 
WALES WINTER 
Wales Winter, 78, founder and 


president of the Wales Winter Dra- 
matic agency who retired four years 
ago, died Feb. 8 in Glen Cove, L. I. | 
Ill for a month, he had been a resi- | 
dent of nearby Manhasset. 

A graduate of the American Acad- 
emy of Dramatic Arts, N. Y., Winter 
started his career as an actor, but 
after three years of trouping formed 
his agency, long a familiar institu- 
tion to Broadway. 

Surviving are his widow, Mabel: a 
daughter, Mrs. Lois Beach, and a 


At the age of 12 Hettesheimer was | sister, 


a boxoffice helper at Henck’s the-| 
atre, Cincy, and later moved up to 
treasurer. Next he became treas- 


urer of Pike’s Opera House, also of | publisher 


Keith’s during its early years of two- 
a-day vaude. He was 
of the Cincy Baseball club for a few 


treasurer | following a heart attack, two weeks 


GEORGE C. WILLINGS 
George C. Willings, 52, retired 
and Florida radio execu- 


tive, died at Pensacola, Fla., Feb. 8, 


before. Born in Liverpool, England, | 


seasons and managed the Orpheum, | Willings received his A. B. degree at 


hilltop theatre that started with 
vaude and went into pictures. In 
1918 he joined Ike Libson as super- 
visor of the latter’s downtown string 
of cinemas. 


Hettesheimer was a v.p. of the | executive v.p. of the P 


Asso- | 


Ohio Motion Picture Theatre 
ciation, filled the same office for the | 
Greater Cincinnati Independent Ex- 
hibitors, and was on the Cincy ex- 
amining board of projectionists 

Survived by widow, two sons, Wil- 
liam G., of Philadelphia Inquirer, and 
Edward C., and two married daugh- 
ters. 


LOUIS HARTMANN 
Louis Hartmann, 64, one of the 
theatre’s foremost lighting techni- 
cians, who for 30 years had been 


| well-known 


| 
| 


the College of Preceptors in England 
in 1906. Was successively railroad, 
traffic manager for the Gulf, Florida | 
and Alabama Railroad, publisher of 
the Pensacola News Journal and 
erry News- 
papers and radio interests in Florida. 


ART KRAFT 

Art Kraft, 44, blind pianist and 
performer on _ Buffalo 
airwaves a decade ago, died Feb. 6 
at a heart attack in his Buffalo home. 

Kraft lost his sight shortly after | 
birth, but became an accomplished | 
| pianist who t-.anscribed music into | 
| Braille, although he himself played 
by ear. He started on old WMAK, 
went later to WEBR and WGR. Be- 
fore his death he played on munici- 


chief electrician for David Belasco | pally-owned WSVS. 


and more recently was chief assist- | 


ant to Harry Braun, director 
sound operation and maintenance at 
the Radio City Music Hall, N 


KATHARINE LARGE 


died of a cerebral hemorrhage Feb. | Katharine Davidson, professionally 
8 at the Roosevelt hospital, N. Y. He | Katharine Large, veteran legit ac- | Hugh Lawanda, strong man for many 


collapsed the night before while on 
his way home from work. 
Hartmann’s wealth of experience 


went back to the gaslight era, when | 


he began as a prop boy in 1890 at 
the old Hammerstein Harlem Opera 
House, N. Y. Joining Belasco in 1901, 
he remained with the producer until 
his death some 10 years ago. Much 
of his lighting discoveries 
technique were incorporated in his 


tress, died Feb. 5 at the home of a 

|niece, Mrs. Frank Winters, in New- 
ark, O. 

Miss Large started her career at 
17, married Charles Large, violinist, 
who died, and later she wed W. H. 
Davidson, an actor, who died 1909. 
Deceased retired in 1907. She played 
leading roles in such plays as ‘Un- 


and | der the Gas Lights,’ ‘Marble Heart,’ 


‘Lady Audley’s Catch’ and as Aunt 


book, ‘Theatre Lighting,’ published , Ophelia in ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ 


shortly before Belasco’s death. 

He leaves his widow and a brother. 
Funeral services were held in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday). 





ALBERT G. BARON ° 
Albert G. Baron, 50, general stage 
manager for Ed Wynn and who had 


been a close associate of the star for | London home. 
the past dozen vears, died Feb. 9 at, years had 


his hotel 


in midtown New” York. | lithographing firm. 


JOHN M. MURRAY 
John M. Murray, 55, one of the 
original members of the Dumbells, 
Canadian World War-time troupe, 
died at St. Joseph’s hospital, London, 
Ontario, last week, after being 
Stricken with a heart attack at his 


worked for a . London 


Since stricken with a heart attack | for some time, 


two weeks ago he was unable to 
work with Wynn's latest musical, 
‘Boys and Girls Together.’ 

Before joining Wynn Baron had 
been with late Florenz Ziegfeld and 


had appeared in a number of musi-} screen actress known professionally | 


cal comedies, including “The Desert 
Song.’ Though he was Wynn's con- 


| wad with the Canadian army. 


Deceased captained in the last 





ROSA GORE 
Mrs. Minnie Lyon, 74, stage and 


as Rosa Gore, died Feb. 4 in Holly- 
wood. Teamed with her husband 


the Presser Music Foundation, Philly. 


| Small. 
Murray, for several | Beverly Hills, Cal., Feb. 6. 


| 


He had been ill} he’s a scenarist. 


(Crimmins and Gore) she toured the 
vaudeville houses of the United 
States and Europe from 1878 to 1912. 
She entered pictures with Pathe in 
New Jersey in 1912 and moved to 
Hollywood in 1917. 

Surviving are her husband, Alex- 
ander M, Lyon, and a son. 


GEORGE C. PALMER 
George C. Palmer, 65, owner and 
manager of the Palmer Opera House, 
Cuba, N. ¥.. died at his home in | 
that village Feb. 5 after a long ill- | 
ness. His opera house was a road 
show stand for many years. In ad- | 
dition to his theatrical activities he | 
was an undertaker and furniture | 
dealer and served as village post- | 
master. 
Widow survives. 


‘ HARRY BUSH 
Harry (Senator) Bush, 56, veteran | 
songplugger, died Feb. 1 in North 
Hollywood, The nickname of ‘Sena- 
tor’ was hung on him years ago by 
Ben Bernie. 
For 30 years Bush was professional 


‘contact for music houses from New | 


York to California. 
with Jack Robbins 


His last fob was 
in San Francisco. 





DAVID W. BANKS 
David W. Banks, president of the 
Theodore Presser Co., music pub- 
lishers, Philadelphia, died last Tues- 
day (4) in Woburn, Mass. | 
Banks had been associated with 
the Presser Co. since 1922 and was 
named president in 19387. He was a 
member of the board of directors of 





ANNA G. MURRAY 
Anna G. Murray, 48, 
Broadway actress, died Feb. 6 at At- 
lantic City hospital after year’s ill- 
ness, | 
Mrs. Murray, who went to A.C. | 
from New York five years ago, was 
actively identified with the Catholic 
Actors’ Guild. 


RAMONA KEOGAN 


former | 


Ramona Keogan, actress who 
toured in the road company of ‘Rose 


Marie’ and once appeared with Ty- 
rone Power, Sr., died Feb. 6 in Min- 
neapolis of leukemia. 

Leaves a brother, George Keogan, | 
basketball coach for Notre Dame 
University. 


E. B. PICKARD 
E. B. Pickard, sales 
WPID, Petersburg, Va., died of a, 
heart attack Feb. 1 in Petersburg. 
He was stricken while at a doctor’s 
office for examination. 
He was a brother of ‘Dad’ Pickard, 
of the Pickard Family, radio troupe. 
ea | 
TEDDY JOYCE } 
Teddy Joyce, 36, Canadian-born 
bandleader, who achieved his great- | 
est prominence in England, died in| 
Glasgow Monday (10). 
Further details in music section. | 


manager of 





HERBERT (REED) BARDEN 
Herbert (Reed) Barden, announcer 
at WGR-WKBW, Buffalo, died of a | 
heart attack Feb. 5 in Buffalo. 
Further details in radio section. | 
Philip W. Melick, 56, projectionist 
in Albany theatres since 1907 and an 
organizer of Local 324, died at his 


home in Albany after several 
months’ illness. Widow, three 
| brothers and a sister survive. | 


George (Doc) Oberhelman, 70, vet- 


Surviving are his stepmcther, step- | eran Cincinnati stagehand, died Feb. 
of | brother and stepsister. 


17 at his home. Three sisters and a | 
brother survive. 


Lawanda, 84, 





Nellie widow of| 
years in circuses of P. T. 
died in Detroit Feb. 4 of 
Father, 86, of Robert Young, film 
actor, died in Los Angeles, Feb. 11. 


MARRIAGES 


Barnum, 
pneumonia. 


| Harry 


1 














Bills Next Week 











Pearl Magley Gls 
Pete Viera Orc 


Statier Hotel 


Desi Arnaz 

Fausto Curbelo Ore 
Giorla Hart 
Orlando 

Grayce & Graham 


Don Francis: o 
Starr & Maxine 
Verne's 
Bert Nolan 
Boyd Senter 
Toy Yat Mar 
Patty Jordan 
Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 





San Diego (Gold Cup Room) 
George Presnell Tony Patu 
Al Alexander Ore Wonder Rar 
Dan Merryman Sammy Dibert Ore 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 

Bachelors’ Club 
Al Turner Ore 
Frances McCoy 

Balconades 
Joe Villella Oro 

Bill Green’s 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 
Herb Roaher 
Boogle-Woogte Club 
Boog Sherman 
lzzy Nutz 
Buddy Walsh 
Nutsy Fagan 
Harry Comorada 
Packy M’'Farland 
riny Miller 
Bernie Crawford 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 


|Mary Krieg 
Bernie Lambert 
Ted Delmontico . 
Retty Benz 
Betty Beegle 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 


Fddie Peyton's 
Bill Campbell Ore 
Caroline Moore 
Mabel Harrold 
Marion Muller 
Eddie Peyton 

El Chico 
Ciro Rimac Ore 
Estrelita Pena 
Alziro Camargo 
Chinita Marin 
Charley Boy 


Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Batley Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Walton 
Irma Guthrell 

Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Billy Ore 

Sandy Davidson 
Flo Parker 
Jean Woods 
(Gay 80's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel %th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida Iola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Shirley Heller 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
Red Clarke Ore 
Ebble Schaub 
Paula Harvey 

Hotel Ella 
Olga Mundy Oro 


Treacher 


Dale St Clair 
Zelda 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Ted Blake 
Men About 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Patty Dixon 
Buzz Mayer 

Hotel Wm. Penn 

(Chatterbox) 

Baron Elliott Ore 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 


Town 


Merry-Go-Round 
Brad Hlunt Ore 
Jeanie Regal 
Billy Carmichael 
Huntsmen 

New Penn 


Henry Blauth Ore 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Mariseo Ore 
Bob Carter 
Lester & Irma 
Thompson Bros 
Norma Shea 
Starlets 

Nut House 
Dale Harkness 
Ray Neville 
Pat MceGowun 
Joey Reynolds 
Chuck Wilson 

Oasis 

Loule Pope (ire 
Margie Kraber 

Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 

Bill LeRoy 
Tony 
Ray 


Jean 


Ore 


Ore 
Rozarnce 
Englert 
Yacht Ctub 


Jack Walton 
Lita & Lee 
Yachtsmen 
Betty Nylander 
Harry Schilling 
Bert Nagel Co 
Tom Ball Gis 
Sky-Vue 
Mickey Ross Ore 
Sky Pilots 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sanireiio 


Vila Madrid 


Etzi Covato Orc 
Mark Lane 
Stepin Fetchit 
Abdul Sender 

3 Crandy|!s 
Dolores I.a 
Kay & Ka 
Dewey Moon 


dire 


Mont 





MIAMI 


Beachcomber 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Valdez 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Chavez Ore 
Tropical Dance 


Miguelito 


Carrousel 


Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Velero Sis Orc 


Sammy Walsh 
Harry Stevens 
Nancy Hunt 
Patty Ortell 


Stuart Foster 


Club Bali 


Tommy Nunez Ore 
Peggy Fears 
Olivette & Murray 
Merle & Gaylor 
Alfredo Seville 
Bali-ettes (12) 


Club Esquire 


| Worthy Hills Orc 


Hernandez Orc 
Cross & Dunn 
Terry Lawlor 

De Angelo & Porter 
Howard Brooks 
Esquirettes (8) 


Club Te Pee 


| Myles Bell Ore 


Wanda Lee 
Armond & Juliana 
Colonial Ian 
i Whiteman Orc 


Paul 
Harry Richman 


| Sophie Tucker 


Rita Thompson to Dick Hamilton, 
in Ensenada, Mexico, Feb. 7. Both 
are in the makeup department at | 
20th-Fox. 


Feb. 7, in Los Angeles. He’s on CBS 
publicity staff in Hollywood, 
Derothy Andrea to Ear] C. Sitar, 
in HoHywood, Feb. 8. She’s a screen 
| player; he’s a sound man for Edward 





Olga Alexander to James Gow in| 


| secretary to Hal Wallis at Warners; 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. David 
daughter, in Hollywood, Feb. 5. 
Parents are stage and screen players. 

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Maloney, 
daughter, Feb. 4, in New York. He’s 


' press agent for Kate Smith. 


Nancy Fogwell to Leonard Finch, | 


Bride is | 


Joe E Lewis 
Chandra-Kaly 
Marianne 
Ann Sutherland 
Armando Ore 

Cuban Casino 
Eva Ortega 
Harriette Henning 
Nan Blakstone 
Tropic Beauties 

Don Lanning’s 
Porls Sherrill 
Roberta Sherwood 
Jimmie Hodges 
Marie Lewls 

Ei Chico 


Ralph Cook 


Dane 


| Martlyn Foster 


Gloria Lucane 
Lytell Dance 


Five O'Clock Club 
Pancho Ore 


Hacker, | 1-4 Playa Dane 


Hotel Dempsey- 
Vanderbilt 
(Pago Pago Koom) 


Bobby Parks Orc 
Vincent Bragale Or 
Terry Lawlor 

Leon & Mace 


Carroll & Gorman 
Walter Dono le 
Hotel Holly wood 
Beach 
(Bamboo Room) 


Eddie Oliver Ore 


Milton Dougtas 
| Sara Ann McCabe 
Hotel Miami 
Biltmore 


(Giralda Room) 
M Bergere Or« 
Rodney McLennan 
Columbus & Carroll 
Marissa 
Hotel Roney-Pluza 

(Viennese Koom) 
Emery Deutsch Ore 
Jaye Martin 
Jean Travers 
Georges & Jalna 
Victor “Z 

Hotel Shelborne 

(Mayan Room) 
Chet Brownagle Orc 
K Miller 

Hotel Versailles 

(Gulf Koom) 
Chas Murray Ore 
Jeff's 
Jerry Delmar Ore 

Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Merle Burke 
Midgie Fellows 
Murphy Sis 


Rodriguez 


Dance 





Jimmile’s 
Budd Sawver's Ore 
Chic Kennedy 
Ravelle & Jeanette 
Billy Young 
Rae Jayne 
Wayne & Marlin 
Dorothy Eden 

Kitty Davis 
Johnny Silver Ore 
Billy Vine 
Conga Danc 

Latin Quarter 
Joe Candullo Ore 
Lolita Cordoba Ore 
Emil Boreo 
Grisha & Brona 
Henri Therrien 
lela Moore 
Frank Mazzone 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Clarissa 

Mayfair Club 
Matty’s Rhythm Cb 
Leonardo Ore 
Benny Davis 

Nut Club 
Tubby Rives 
Lew Mercur 
Musical Maniac: 

Paddock Clul 
Leon 
Frances Faye 


Prima O1 





Continued from page 39 a“ 











Rogers & Morris 
|Gaye Dixon 
Manhattanettes 


Slapsy Muaxte’s 
Babe Russin Org 
Maxie Rosenbloorng 
Joe Frisco 


| 
Rhumba Casino 4 
| Cully Richards 


Alex Batkin Ore 





4 Sammy Lewi 
| Fantasias Rhumb's Patty emer 
Desi Arnaz Carolyn Marsn 
Marissa M Garrisiton 
| Rosita Rios 
| Baul & Eva Reyes The Drum 

| Val Olman Ore 
, . ' 

| Royal Palm €lub | John Buckmaster 
|} Abe Lyman Ore Stuart & Lee 
[Oscar Rosa Ore Diana Courtney 


Paul Haakon 
Jansleys 
Milton Berle 
Royal Guards 
Alexis Rotov 
Rose Blaine 


Villa Venice 
Harry Rogers Ore 
Moore & Revel 

Wit's End 
Tony Carlona Ore 
Jose Tomas Ore 


Singapore Sadie’s Lenny Kent 





Dixieland Bd Rentise 

Joreny Pineapple O| Rae Marsh 

Bob Berry Rita Renaud 
Dents: Sharon Lynne Dane 











| Rules for Actors 


Continued from page 1 











playing his houses. It is noticeable 
that Weitman is especially trying to 


eliminate the devil-may-care man- 
ner of the ballroom-trained musi- 


cian and will also make them wear 
makeup. 


Posted in All Rooms 


The Emily Post lexicon on good 
| behavior by actors will be posted in 
all dressing rooms backstage at the 
N. Y. Paramount, and probably all 
other Par stage show houses over the 
country follows: 

1. Neatness of dress must be 
adhered to, except by such per- 
formers who work in misfits or 
tramp costumes. Faces must be 
clean-shaven. Linens must be 
clean and shoes shined before 
the musicians or performer ap- 
pears before the audience. 

2. All persons appearing on the 
stage must wear makeup. This 
rule includes musicians and their 
leader. A makeup expert will 
be available opening day of each 
engagement to the musicians, to 
whom makeup apparently is for- 
eign. All musicians, specialties 
and acts must be fully ready for 
performances at least 30 minutes 
before each scheduled show-time. 

3. This is a family theatre, 
hence all material must be in 
accordance. No double entendre 

or outright smut is permissible. 
No Mugging 

4. No performer, musician or 
leader shall talk or mugg while 
another performer is working, In 
plainer language, nothing must 
be done by anybody on the stage 
that would tend to distract the 
audience from the performer 
then holding the spotlight. This 
most certainly applies to musi- 
cians and their leader talking 
amongst themselves; or laughig 
at some private joke; or cleaning 
and h their instruments; 
or tuning up; or mopping their 
brows and blowing their noses. 
And don’t chew gum while on 
the stage. 


indling 


5. One of the flagrant offenses 
of performers is the milking of 
applause, bows and strbsequently 
encores. There are a number of 


tricks by which this is done. 
Don’t use any of them when 
playing the Paramount. Do your 


act, take your applause, but do 
not hold up the show. 


6. Don’t make snide remarks 
about the audience, or any per- 
son or persons in it. 

7. Don’t talk back to the audi- 
ence, or cater to any particular 
element in it. 

8. If you are not prepared to 
play or sing all the numbers 
asked, do not ask an audience to 
request their favorite tunes. Bet- 
ter yet, do not make any such 
offers at the Paramount. That 
eliminates the major reason for 
audiences, especially at the early 
shows, getting unruly. 

9. Regardless of your outside 
troubles, never appear as though 
you are doing the audience a fa- 
vor by performing. The audi- 
ence knows you're being paid, 
so make it appear as though they 
are doing you the favor by lis- 
tening to you. 

10. If the audience doesn’t re- 
spond to your orchestra number, 
song or act, don’t make your dis- 
appointment obvious. 

11. While the audience is not 
always right. give them the ben- 
efit of doubt. You'll flind they 
will like you better for it. 





Teddy Wilson small combo has 
been set for its first date outside 
New York. It goes into the Pump 
Room, Ambassador hotel, Chicago, 
Feb, 21. 
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Broadway 


Ben Bernie back on Broadway. 
Neil Agnew at home battling the 





flu : , P : 
Milford is back with Chicago 
a4 of ‘My Sister Eileen. 
Dario to Miami Beach for a rest; 
ditto Ted Saucier of the Waldorf. 
Jean Dalrymple had ptomaine at- 
tack but quickly snapped out of it. 
Jack Forrester to the Coast to line 
up his new film roduction company. 
The Bennett Cerfs to Nassau on a 
holiday this weekend. Taking a cot- 


ge, 
Saanie (Duck) Sacks back from a 
Columbia recording session in Chi- 
cag 


Phil Baker te take a return en- 
gagement vacation in Nassau next 
week. 

Betty Levey, 
fell down stairs 

th legs. 
ay Shurr bacx to Hollywood 
next vo. Agent has been east 
some months. 

7 Hal Roach due in New York 
about two weeks with a print 
‘Topper Returns.’ ; 
Ter Young left Sunday night | 
(9) for Coast, soon to go into ‘Lady 
Be Good’ for Metro. 

Milton Blackstone, the adman, to 
Miami Beach to 0.0. Beachcomber 
and Grossinger accounts. ; 

Al Wilkie, vacationing in Miami, | 
hit a $251 horse at Hialeah. He had | 
the nag across the board. | 

Dorothy Kay and baby to Frisco, | 
her home town, sans her husband, 
Ted Friend of the Mirror. 

Steve Pallos, Alexander Korda’s 
eastern rep, due back in New York 
from the Coast this week. 

Jim McGovern, of Par’s account- 
ing forces, has had to give up bowl- 
ing because of a frisky knee. 

Hays office lost Eric Stone and 
Clinton Allen, steno-clerks, to the 
207th Anti-Aircraft regiment. 

Gloria Swanson’s niece is half of 
Byrnes and Swanson, dancers, open- 
ing at Leon & Eddie’s Feb. 14. 

Stanton Griffis left yesterday 
(Tues.) for Florida, and Barney 
Balaban goes there Friday (14). 

Irving -Lazar, MCA nitery booker, | 
couldn’t make the Havana hopover 
from Miami; back in N. Y. now. 

Dennis Morgan, Warners singer- 
actor, to debut as a concert artist. 
Being booked by WGN Concerts. 

Leland Hayward planed back to 
the Coast Monday (10) after five- 
day visit east on routine agency biz. 

Carmen Amaya, flamenco dancer | 
at the Beachcomber, renewed by | 
Monte Proser to a new 10-week con- | 
tract. 

Fred Waring, for a spell last week, 
wore a miniature placard explaining 
his crutches as resulting from a ski 
accident. 

Elsie Houston closes Saturday (13) 
at the Brevoort, N. Y., goes to Mexico 
City for an engagement and then toa 
South America. 

Jack (and Bob) 
figure-skating team at St. Regis 
hotel, hospitalized in St. Vincent’s 
with appendectomy. 

Local 306, operators, holding en- 
tertainment-dance tonight (Wed.) 
for the benefit of its sick fund at the 
Manhattan Center. 

Pan-American Press Club, Inc., 
has been chartered as a non-profit 
membership corporation, Leo Pfef- | 
fer filing attorney. 

Leslie Whelan, 20th-Fox foreign 
publicity boss, back at his desk after 
nearly a month spent at the studio 
going over new vroduct. 

M. L. Van Slyke, formerly in the 


stenog at Equity. 
there and lacerated 


in 
of 








Heasley, of the 


picture business and also a p.a. at 
the World’s Fair, is handling the 
Hearst art sale at Gimbel’s. 

New Baroque, too close to the 


Stork Club on East 53d. continues as 
straight restaurant until its cabaret 
license is straightened out. 

Barbara Semple former p.a. at | 
Hotel] St. Regis, wed to Fred J. Tann- | 
witt, new head of Associated Press 
bureau in Grand Rapids, Mich. 

J. J. Speer, Paramount auditor, is 
in the hospital suffering from burns 
which he received in a fire which 
destroyed his house in the Bronx. 

Ona Munson, east several weeks 
to appear opposite Edward G. Rob- 
iInson in radio’s ‘Big Town’ serial, 
leaves for Hollywood tomorrow (13). 

The Batista excitement in Cuba 
almost caused Jack Robbins to defer 
his month’s congarhumba inspection 
=P there, but he made it none the 
ess, 

Glenn Ford, east several weeks for 
tieups on ‘So Ends Our Night.’ in 
which he appears, returned to Coast 
Monday (10) for Columbia assign- 
ment. 

Hortense McInerney, wife of Jack 
McInerney ef the Paramount, who 
has been in Miami recuperating from 
a heart condition, returned Satur- 
day (8). 


Sol Shapiro of the William Morris 
agency accompanied Clifford C. 
Fischer to Rio de Janeiro on their 


South American exploratory 0.0. of 
theatres. 


The Lambs gifted young Robert | 
Shaw with a wrist-watch in appre-| 
ciation for his intensive rehearsal 
efforts with the recently formed 
glee club. 
_ Sam Izzeks, attorney who figured | 
importantly in the Par bankruptcy 
im representing the receivers, is now 
on the Federal prosecuting staff in| 
New York. : 
__ Danny Kaye making an album of 
Lady in the Dark’ tunes (Ira Gersh- 
win-Kurt Weill) for Columbia 


Comedian continues doubling into 


| pital 


| the Mikado, a west end 


La Martinique for eight weeks. 
Next Sunday (16) sees first of six 
Sunday swing concerts at Le Ruban 
Bleu, inducted by boniface Herbert 
Jacoby, with Mildred Bailey, Teddy 
Wilson and Clarence Profit Trio. 


F. L. Harley, 20th-Fox managing | 


director in Great Britain, presently 
on a visit to U. S., has gone to Palm 
Beach for a vacation after looking at 
new films at the Hollywood studios. 

Guy Kibbee, who arrived in New 
York, Monday (10), left after one- 
day stay for Montpelier, Vt., where 
he'll p.a. with preem of ‘Scatter- 
good Baines,’ in which he’s starred. 


Harry Pilcer’s Chateau is the idea | 


of an intime boite that Monte Proser 
may bankroll next season with Roy 
Fox or Jack Harris’ bands, both as 
w.k. in London as was Pilcer 
Paris. 

RKO-Radio Pictures publicity-ad- 
exploitation department moves the 
end of this week from its present 
quarters in the RKO Bldg to the 10th 
floor. Theatre pub-advertising stays 
on the 12th floor. 

The Boris Karloffs have taken an 
apartment in New York, so Mrs. Kar- 
loff goes to the Coast this week to 
bring some of their possessions east. 
She hopes to return by motor. 
in ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 

Francisco Ibarra who tutored the 
CBS shortwave watchers on Spanish 
pronunciation and grammar, and 


| also taught Spanish to CBS v.p. Law- 
rence Lowman and his wife, is doing | 


the same for the Bennett Cerfs and 
others. 

The 
buy the second steward’s cabin on 


| the S.S. Brazil due to the Cruise-to- | 
'Rio-Carnival on this past weekend 
| sailing being 100° 0 capacity. Show- 


man going down to o.o. theatres 
preparatory to his ‘Folies Bergeres’ 
tour starting in May. 


St. Louis 


Sam X. Hurst 





By 
Johnny Perkins in St. John's hos- 
for physical checkup. 

Carl Ravazza band back at the 
Chase Club for the third time in past 
12 months. 

Pete French, local Burton Holmes, 
readying for a trip to Dutch Guiana 
for material. 

Burton Holmes begins annual ser- 


|ies in opera house of Municipal Au- 


ditorium Monday (24). 

One performance of Littlefield Bal- 
let last week filled opera house in 
Municipal Auditorium. . 

Anne Gwynne, native, clicking in 


Hollywood. Has _a part _in ‘Nice 
Girl.’ in which Deanna Durbin is 
starred. 


Leo Lederer has Jead in ‘By The 
Rivers, a full length-technicolor 
talker being made here by Larry 
Lederberg. 


With $101,000 of the $135,000 St. 


Louis symph orch maintenance fund | 
execs will prolong drive in | 


reached, 
effort to obtain the full amount. — 
Joseph Szigeti, Hungarian violinist, 
will be guest artist with 
Louis Symph orch (14-15). It will 
be his first personal here since 1926. 
Rapid work by firemen prevented 
iabe of the 


St. Louis Amus. Co., from catching 


| fire when adjoining buildings burned 


last week. 

Steve Cady, who shuttered his 
midtown nitery after a tiff with the 
law, vacationing in Miami. Hasn't 
determined if he'll reopen when he 
returns here. 

George Tyson, general manager of 
the ‘Ice-Escapades of 1941,’ was on 
the advertising staff for the Skouras 


Bros. when they flourished here 
about 10 years ago. 
Paul Robeson will recital in the 


opera house of the Municipal audi- 
torium Feb. 17 under the direction 
of Entertainment, Inc., a new con- 
cert-booking agency. 

Frank J. Langley, 
South St. Louis nitery, 


of a 
for 


operator 
indicted 


| selling liquor without a state license. 


Maximum penalty is five in 
the stir and a $1,000 fine. 

First venture of Entertainment 
Inc.. headed by Paul Beisman, man- 
ager of the American theatre, is the 


years 


personal of Paul Robeson in opera 
house of Municipal Auditorium next 
week. | 
‘Love From A Stranger’ will be 

produced at the Little theatre by 
Gordon Carter, starting Monday (17). 
Cast includes Harry Gibbs, Elsie 
Yehling.. Russell Yaeger, Mathilde 
Leimkue hler, Jean Drewett, Gordon 
Ashley, Dale Douglas and Eileen 
Murphy. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 

Ink Spots will make a one-night 
stand in the many auditorium arena 
on their tour across country. 

Ben Kalmanson, Varner 
exec. making a short stop in town 
while enroute from Palm Springs to 
ie é 


sales 


Barney Joffee of the Tower set- 
ting date for Matty Malneck and 
band and angling with Ted Lewis 


for date in late spring. 
Monroe Rubinger,. Warner zone ex- 


ploiteer, in confabbing with Jerry 
Zigmond at the Newman on cam- 


paign for ‘Flight from Destiny.’ 


Hamid-Morton indoor circus set 


‘for police relief show in the muny 


for five days beginning 


auditorium 


March 4 Manager Gene Zachman 
also announcing setting of national 
ort show for May date 


in | 


He's | 


Clifford C. Fischers had to| 


the St. | 


Paris 


| Cycling banned in Paris on Sun- 
| days. 
Nabe house Noctambules unshut- 
| tered. 
| Paris Bourse will not be closed on 
| Saturdays. 

Special 
live in Vichy. 

Pic actor Pierre Brasseur enter- 
taining over radio. 

Metro (subway) only means of 
transportation in Paris. 

R. L. Stevenson’s “Treasure Is- 
land’ a best-seller in Paris. 


Newsreels now shown in Paris 
| showcases in semi-obscurity. 

Paris traffic violators now obliged 
| to pay 15-franc fines on spot. 

| Alfred Cortot and Jacques Thi- 
| baud concerted at Vichy Casino. 

| Jany Holt starring in George Bcur- 
|nard Shaw’s ‘St. Joan’ at the Ave- 
| nue. 

| Telegraphic services reestablished 
| between occupied France and Ger- 
|; Many. 

Leonce Calvy named head of 
radio by Vichy government to suc- 
ceed Hubert Devillez. 

Franz Lehar directed own operet- 
ta, ‘Le Pays du Sourire,’ at the Gaite 
Lyrique theatre, Paris. 


French publication, reappearing 
after suspension in June. 

German picts showing at the Nor- 
mandie, Marbeuf, Lord Byron, Coli- 
see, Moulin Rouge and Triomphe in 
Paris. 

‘Leocadia’ at Michodiere, with 
; Yvonne Printemps, Pierre Fresnay 
and Victor Boucher, still going 
strong. 

Football match between occupied 
and nonoccupied zone teams slated 
for Pare des Princes in Paris on 
March 5. 

Pierre Labriolle, writer, historian, 
Latinist, member of the French In- 
stitute and professor at the Sor- 
bonne, is dead. 

New ABC revue in Paris by Jean 
Boyer and Michel Duran, with Edith 
Piaff, Mauricet, Suzanne Dantes and 
| Robert Arnoux. 
| Henny Lartigue, of Ciro’s, now di- 
|recting Theatre Avenue and is soon 
;}to open a variety house on the 
| Champs Elysees. 

Pierre Mille, 87, died in Paris. Was 
| novelist, dramatist, newspaperman 
|and president of the Academy of 
| Colonial Science. 





| death of novelist Mare Chadbourne. 
| Death, however, came to another 
| novelist, Felix Chadbourne. 
New German paper, Pariser Zeit- 
|ung, started publication in Paris for 
| Germans living in France, to sub- 
| stitute for Deutesche Zeitung in 
| Frankreich. 
Actress Corinne Luchaire robbed 
in Paris of furs and jewelry she left 
|in car. She says total loss was 400,- 
| 000 francs (about $8;000). 
Jean de Pierrefeu, author and 
{framer of the ‘war communiques’ 
| between 1914-1918, died at Roanne 
recently at the age of 62. 

Saint Granier heads new show at 
Theatre Michel entitled ‘Revue de 
Rip’ with Mireille Pierry, Suzanne 


Dehelly, Monique Rolland and Guy | 


Riviere in cast. 


| Jacques Copeau preemed own 
play, ‘La Nuit des Rois’ (‘Epiphany’), 
at Comedie Francaise, which he’s 


directing. Was a hit at Vieux Co-| 
lombiers years ago. 
‘Revue Rob,’ which is a French 


version of Reader’s Digest, made re- 
appearance in Vichy. Founder Pierre 
Paillard fell on the field of honor 
on May 19, but his staff carrying on. 

Roger Capgras presenting ‘Les 
Baladins’ (‘The  Buffoons’), with 
Pierre Blanchard, Jacqueline Fran- 
cel, Pasquali, Marcel Vallee 
Marigny. Music is by Konstantinoff. 

Two Paris revivals, ‘Mon Gosse de 
Pere,’ by Leopold Marchand, at the 
Daunou, and operetta ‘Mousquet- 
aires Au Couvent’ at Heri Varna’s 
Mogador, with tenor Andre Bauge 
in main role. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 


Jose Torres, Fox cutter, left Ma- 


drid for Hollywood 

Documentary ‘Seminario’ being 
turned Barcelona. 

Maurice English, Chicago Trib cor- 


respondent, left Madrid for good. 
Jean Choux, Victor Torjanski and 
Gez Bovary signed to do Spanish 
pix. 
New chief of the Madrid Theatri- 
cal Svndicate is actor Fernando Fer- 
nandez de Cordoba. 


ina 





family saw 
‘Snow White.’ whic} 
sold in Spain. 

RKO’s Spanish pro- 
Crucero Baleares’ 


chowing of 
oy ath rad 
finally been 
Exteriors for 
duction, ‘El 


(‘Cruiser Baleares), finished. 
; Jose Garcia, more familiarly 
known as ‘Maera’ and considered one 
of Spain’s greatest matadors. is dead. 


Three-act comedy succeeded Con- 
chita Piquer at Alcazar, featuring 
Aurora Redono and Valeriano Leon. 


John Lloyd, Madrid AP bureau 
chief, to be succeeded by Harry 
Foltz, who is coming from Switzer 

na 

Cc hita Montenegro who left 
I 1 1935, ju 


permit now required to | 


‘La Revue Universelle,’ well-known | 


French press mistakingly carried | 


at the | 


from Rome, 
films. 

Julien Duvivier’s ‘La Fin du Jour’ 
and ‘La Charrette Fantome,’ showing 


where she made five 


comment. 


German scenario writer Joseph 





| prepared two scenarios for Spanish 
productions. 


German radio announcement 


| picked up here said that 24,000 refu- | 
North 


gees had left Lisbon for 
| America during 1940. 
Ugo Bianchi, Italian cameraman 
tive in Spain, may doa series of doc- 
umentary pix while here. 


Spain, 
at the National theatre in Madrid, 

Spanish pictures, ‘Florista de la 
| Reina’ (‘Queen's Florist’) and ‘Rap- 

teme Usted’ (‘You Kidnap’) preemed | 
| at the Callao and Rialto, respectively. | 

French pic, ‘Mayerling,” with 
|Charles Boyer and Danielle Dar- 
'rieux, now showing at Palacio de la 
Musica in Madrid, with suicide angle 
| cut out. 
| Augusto Garcia Vinolas, chief of 
cinema at the Ministry of the In- 
terior, off to Lisbon. He is also direc- 
tor of the new Spanish cinema week- 
ly, Primero Plano. 

German pic director Geza von Bol- 
vary to initiate career in Spain with 
|}a musical comedy for Ulargui Films. 
Russian 





megger Turjansky also to 
work for same firm. | 
Ambassador Alexander Weddell 


gave cocktail party in honor of Lyle | 
Wilson, Washington bureau chief for | 
UP, with American, British ‘and 
Spanish pressmen invited. 

‘Captains Courageous’ unofficially | 
rated as best foreign pic in Spain| 
for 1940, while ‘Sin Novedad en el | 
Alcazar’ rated best Spanish pic of | 
year, although made in Italy, with 
major roles taken by non-Spaniards, | 

Blanca de Silos, new stage find, to | 
appear in ‘Orgullo de Albacete’ | 
(‘Pride of Albacete’), with Juan de 
Orduna. Joseph Busch piloting, and 
it goes on lot this month. Soriano, 
'who did French pix ‘Bandera’ and | 
| ‘Vieille d’Armes,’ is the producer. 

French director Jean Choux’ first 
pic in Spain for Ulargui will be a 
| Spanish operetta, ‘La Bella Galatea,’ 
|with Juan Pena, who spent five 
| years in Hollywood, coming back for 





civil war, and Miguel Ligero, Hope | 
to get a French actress for main 
| femme role. | 
| Hans Rothe is in Spain. Recalled, 


|he worked with Max Reinhardt and 
translated 22 Shakespearean plays in 
|German, modern version, eventually | 


{resulting in his downfall, Joseph 
|Goebbels banning his translations. 
Presently working on several new 


| plays, planning to produce them and | 
| eventually hopes to get to the States. | 
| Olvida Pelaz of Ovieda, only 14 
| but with a first-rate voice, is to make 
| film debut in ‘Fiesta de Primaviera’ | 
| (Spring Feast’), with music by Al- 
|varez Garcia. Senorita Pelaz is 
{looked upon as the Spanish Deanna 
Durbin. .She made public debut in 
radio broadcast to United States over 
station EAQ on Jan. 13 and did re- 
peat on 20th. 


| Australia | 


By Eric Gorrick 


Some nabe exhibs may try singles 
this year. 
Gladys Moncrieff will make loop 


runarounds for Hoyts. | 
Paramount building new offices in | 
Sydney right next door to 20th-Fox. | 


Possibility of the government fur- | 


|ther increasing tax on raw film| 
stock. | 

‘Forty Thousand Horsemen’ (U) 
copped $16,000 opening week in 
Sydney. 

Rebla, British juggler, has been 
booked by Hoyts for a loop run- 
around. 


Noel Coward made Ngw Zealand 
tour last month prior to returning to 
the U. S. 

Levante, magician, doing okay on 
two-a-day in Melbourne for William- 
( n-Tait ; 

Will 
other sol 
this 


Mahoney contemplating 
» tour in New Zealand 
month 

Harold Bow 


an- 
late 
den, general manager 
has compo ed a 
patri ytic 

Pic bid by Sir Ben Fuller at St 
James, Melbourne, is panning’ out 
okay with Metro and Par product. 

Department of Information im- 
porting more British propaganda pix 
for free showings by local exhibs. 

‘Convoy’ (ATP) continues to boom 
for Greater Union in Meibourne. It’s 
the only war pic to take high b.o. 

onors. 

3rightest legit hit here continues 
to be ‘Design for Living,’ still draw- 
ing extremely well for Dave Martin 
at Minerva, Sydney. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon may 
approached by local producer to 
ke a pic here during Tivoli en- 
next June. 
tribs have decided to con- 
on pix previews to news- 
and gals. All product 


be 


YY) 





gagement 
U. S. dis 

tinue nix 

paper boys 


must be caught on regular theatre 
playings. 
Exhibs are stil] pressuring U. 
fistribs to keen the rentals dowr 
‘ ’ . 7 54 $ 1 ‘ } 
41 Situation ea 
\ + ‘ hihe } ¢ 


in Lisbon, received favorable press | 


Busch back from Berlin, where he| 


and Luce (film company) representa- | 


Famed French boys’ choir, Chan- | 
teurs de Croix de Bois, now touring | 
gave wildly applauded recital | 


| 
i 
' 


, orator of the Shrine St. 


| 


! Hollywood 


Luis Alberni filed suit for divorce. 


Joan Perry out for a week with 
flu. 


David O. Selznick to Palm Springs 
for a week. 


Ray Bolger at home nursing an 
abscessed tooth. 


George Tobias limping after fall 
from his horse. 


William Cagney under observation 
for appendicitis. 


Ganna Walska, the opera singer, 





| vacationing here. 


Herbert J. Yates here from New 
York for a month. 
Robert Stack 
month’s vacation. 
Lewis Stone off for a long cruise 
in Mexican waters. 

Jack Randall and Louise Stanley, 
both film players, divorced. 

Dean Jagger ordered to lay off for 
six weeks because of sinus. 

Philip Reed returned to Holly- 
wood after three years in legit. 

Lou Weber and Irwin Kaufman 


to Mexico for a 


| formed an agency partnership. 


Darryl! Zanuck won a silver trophy 
for ski running at Sun Valley. 

George Smith appointed western di- 
visional sales chief for Paramount. 

Tim Holt fractured a bone in his 
left foot doing a riding stunt on lo- 
cation. 

James R. Grainger arrived from 
New York for midwinter huddles at 
Republic. 

Smiley Burnette on a stage tour 
covering New Maxico, Colorado and 
Wyoming. 

Queenie Smith named dance direc- 
tor for Neil McGuire Productions, 
slottie outfit. 

Errol Flynn couldn’t get Clipper 
reservations and is returning from 
Honolulu by boat. 

Abe Montague, general sales chief 
for Columbia, arrived for studio 
conferences with Jack Cohn. 

Dan Ullman resigned from Terry 
DeLapp’s publicity staff to join Para- 
mount’s production department. 

Clark Blythe to San Francisco to 
take charge of Fox West Coast 
rentals in northern California. 

Ann Pendleton, film actress in- 
jured on roller coaster, settled her 
$11,606 damage suit out of court. 

Fay Helm, film actress, and Jack 
W. Hardy, lawyer, announce. their 
intention to wed within two weeks. 

Henry King flew in from New 
York in his own plane to direct a 


| flying story, ‘A Yank in the R. A. F.’ 


Elmore White, former partner of 
Bob Murphy in vaude, resumes the 
partnership, this time in a chop 
house. 

Dean Jerome Olson, the governor’s 
son and assistant director at 20th- 


| Fox, ordered to report for military 


service. 

Louis B. Mayer repeats as guest 
Patrick's 
Day civic luncheon in San Francisco, 
March 15. 

Henry Herbel, western district 
sales chief for Warners, building a 
ranch house on 2l-acre tract near 
Chatsworth. 

Dale Armstrong, now assistant to 
Russeli Birdwell, succeeding George 


Glass, named Coast publicist for 
United Artists. 
Annual ‘Gambol of Stars,’ to be 


presented by Screen Actors Guild 
and American Federation of Radio 


Artists, is slated for March 17 in 
Cocoanut Grove. 
Maria Jeritza was released from 


obligation to pay $1,600 in legal fees 
to Maximilian Friedman, refugee 
attorney from Vienna, who claimed 
payment for legal services in 1936. 


Rio De Janeiro 


By Timothy John Mahoney 


Maddelena Sotto leaving Lisbon 
shortly to reside in Rio 

Cinemactor Antonio Villar sailing 
to Brazil from Lisbon to work in 
films here. 

Metro cameraman Norman Alley 
now in Rio for the purpose of film- 
ing backgrounds. 

Dave Lewis, Metro 
Brazil, arrived back 
trip to Sao Paulo and other 

Alan Noye has resigned as mana- 
ger of Columbia Pictures for Brazil. 
He left Feb. 1 for the United States. 


for 
a 
cities. 


manager 
here from 


Grace and Urano, dancing team, 
en route to Argentina, but will stop 
in Rio on their way back to the 
States. 

Only those over 21 will be per- 


mitted in casinos during carnival.., 
at the same time alcoholic beverages 
will not be sold to persons under 18. 

Mrs. Maria T. Vargas and two 
sons arrived in Rio recently. She 
is the wife of Pedro Vargas, Mexi- 
can tenor, now starred at the Urca 
Casino. 

Pedro Germano and Samuel Pier- 
rxont, Sao Paulo and manager for 
Brazil, respectively, left last week 
for Panama, where they are attend- 
ing the Paramount convention. 

Sol Wurtzel. executive producer 
of 20th Century-Fox, arrived from 
Sao Paulo, accompanied by scenario 
writer Lester They are 
making a tour of Latin America. 

Film producer Raul Roulien, who 
also played in American pictures, 
will refilm ‘Azas Do Brasil’ (Wings 
of Brazil’), the copies of which were 
completely destroyed a few months 


Ziffren. 


igo in a fire which gutted the Cine- 
dia studios. Minister ‘of war Gaspar 
Du ind Gen. Jsauro Regueira, di- 

the Militarv Aeronautics 
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oF ZARIETY BUT THE FIRST PAGE IN 


IMPORTANCE IN HERALDING ONE OF 
THE GREAT PICTURES OF THE YEAR! 


ee | 





“Brilliant production of Remarque novel has beauty, pathos and comedy and 


should score heavily.” —Film Daily 


“A most auspicious beginning for the Loew-Lewin producing combination. 


A poignant and moving picture.” —Motion Picture Daily 


“A magnificent production ... should win favor at the box-office.” 





—Hollywood Reporter 


‘One of the best motion pictures I have ever seen!”’ 
P 


—Harry Crocker, Los Angeles Examiner 


“Deeply impressive, beautifully acted and excellently directed 
ply im} y ; 


and produced.” —Dorothy Manners, International News Service 


“In the forefront of 1941’s contenders for top motion pic- 
ture honors. Audiences will thrill to the exciting story.” 


—Jay Emanuel Publications 
“Truly distinctive ...a corking set of performances 


by an outstanding cast.” —National Box Office Digest 


“Excellent... you should see it.”"—Liberty Magazine 


“*So Ends Our Night’ made producers hold 
their breath with suspense. It has maturity, 


pace and variety.” —Time Magazine 


- David L. Loew - Albert Lewin present 
~ FREDRIC MARGARET - FRANCES 


MARCH: SULLAVAN “DEE 
§ OUR 


with Glenn Ford - Anna Sten and Erich von Sissi | 


Directed by JOHN CROMWELL - Screen play by Talbot Jennings 
From the novel, “Flotsam,” by Erich Maria Remargue 


Released thru UNITED ARTIS 





























